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Many thanks and much love to 2 of our best friends as they move away

It is difficult for me to even say the words, and even harder to face the reality, that two of our strongest allies and
dearest friends, have made the decision to move back up north. Marge and Lou Cumpston are simply put, one c
a kind. While many in our community have great talents, skills, or desire to promote LGBT Equality, | know of no
other people who do so with so much heart and soul. Everyone who has come to know and love them have beel
forever changed, even those who have not had the privilege to know them personally have been greatly helped i
ways that can not begin to be counted. In both quite ways behind the scene ways, and very public vocal ways, t
have always been there, with us, and for us, in everything they do. More than anything they have showered us

~ with their kindness, concern, and most of, their abundant love. Whenever someone needed understanding, carir
uplifting, encouragement, or the comfort of having someone to love them, they were always there. Many, includ-
ing myself, have come to look to them as what our ideal parents should be. You could always count on them to
show up, and speak up, at every organized event, program or effort, but more importantly we could count on
them to show up, and speak up, on our behalf in all they did as they went about their day to day life. If while
standing in line at the checkoutaagtay comment was overheard, Marge m
meanor, 6 to educate the offender of what they were
always have the courage to do for ourselves. Supported by her husband, Lou, they were a powerhouse set out t
kil homophobia and transphobia with truth and kindness. While, like so many in our community, | look upon
them in a paternal way, | also think of them as very dear friends. While not wishing to appear ageist, | have alwa
had trouble wrapping my head around the fact that they are a part of my grandparents generation. The enthusiasm arydezg@abdyecasily transcended them into peo-

pl e | instinctively feel are my contemporaries an dwagddoedpirgy.anythimg saciallp witb theen. Qnbd a t ¢
more another reason they were so effective as allies for our community, they are just plain fun to be around. Everyprsethmste in our LGBT community, could learn

a lot from knowing Lou and Marge. They live a life completely in the moment, being present and involved. They hold sighdfamtegrity, and awareness that there is
always an opening to do good. While Marge was head of our local PFLAG, and served on several LGBT & HIV/AIDS boardgéeesoshminever had to rely on a posi-

tion or association to make her contributions, making our world better. She did so as a caring, loving, and determinedpenstter when, where, why, or how she

could help. Inside this newsletter, on page 9, other LGBT leaders are offering their words to Lou and Marge. WhatieHaweedo, as | type through my tears, is to
share some of owhod6 they are to me and our community. ext\éHapterd their fe, avenlicollecévaelyd
| do not know how it could ever equal the amount of warmth and love they have given to us. Lou and Marge, there will sulas between us, however neither of you

will be leaving my (our) heart(s). Thank you not only for what you have done for our community, but what you becomef tasalHaving you in our lives has made our

lives better, having known you we can become better, if we follow your example.
Best wishes, all my love, and friendship for all time,

Doug Landreth donet miss super bowlh'g for
on the last 2 pages of this newsletter!

/

SUPER BOWL

MLV

SUPPORT YOUR EQUALITY HOUSE LGBT COMMUNITY CENTER :
Opening Equality House in Pensacola was historic, providing new resources and opportunities never before availablelityhe Eqdla

House Mission is: To provide a safe, comfortable, and welcoming space to serve as the social, educational, resourceyrkimg
for the Pensacola area LGBT Community. Operation of the Equality House is guided, operated, and funded solely by mé&maberg| of
local LGBT community who share our common goals. You can ensure that the doors stay open and more and more prograns, @ctivi

and events are offered by making a monthly pledge of support.

I will contribute to the monthly operational expenses of the Equality House with a monthly pledge each in the amount of:
[ 1910 [ ]1%$15 [ ]%$25 [ ]$50 [ ]1%$75 [ ]%100 [ 1%

(please includelst check payable to O0Equality House, 6, edch
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Name mail to...

Street Equality House

City _ 18 S. DeVilliers St

State Zip Pensacola, FL 32502

E-mail

Phone ( ) -

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests.
BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ EqualitpRaldé= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House
PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality(Houkse
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if you are interested
in being a volunteer
at Equality House
please come learn
all there is to know
about Gay
Grassroots,
Equality House, and
PensacolaPRIDE, so
you can have the
information you
need to greet and
make comfortable
all who visit our
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to share
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& RICE PROVIDED

Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests.
BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ EqualitsRalde= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House
PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality(Houkse

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502

(8508885

GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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6PM-8PM
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above in order to
provide them a

relaxing atmosphere
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Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests.
BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ EqualitsRalse= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House
PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ EqualitylHotsesE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event away from Equality House
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Gay Rights ARE included i n ML
AS I E / I acts. It carried a quick, and sometimes, stiff jail term. Coretta responded through a statement put out by the
Do

d/’fth King knew this, the Kennedys, top FBI officials, blackKi ng Center for Nonviolent
elected officials, civil rights leaders, and the tightcircle ver ybody who believes in
Last month in obserence of Martin Luther King Day, | efdslack ministers around King, knew it as well. That dream to make room at the table of brother and sister-
invited to participate in a panel discussion, hosted by #ign't deter King from embracing Rustin. hood for | esbians and gay
University of West Floridab6s Diverisity & Out r e Bushhcamesutbnethe White House lawn and, in a bid
one the subject of whether LGBT Rights are an extengibtherhigh point of the 1956 Montgomery bus boycottfor reelection, told the press he supported a Constitu-
misuse of the Civil Right Movement. | regret that a cathat launched King into the national spotlight and ovetional ban on gay marriage, Coretta again spoke up and
accident prevented me from joining in the program. | tnewléhement opposition of black ministers who called e mi nded America of Kingds
like to take this opportunity to share my views on this hoimosexuals and Rustin unsavory and evil, King invitpdople have families, and their families should have legal
ject hereé Rustin to come to Montgomery as an advisor. A year protection, whether by marriage or civil union. A con-
later, King turned to Rustin and asked him to draft thestitutional amendment banning sasex marriages is a
resolutions and the organizational charter of his fledgiftgm of gay bashing and it would do nothing at all to
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. Hede- pr ot ect traditi onal marri a
manded that the SCLC board, mostly composed of
black ministers, hire Rustin as its coordinator and pub%he had many close gay friends, including Winston
cist. King didn'tvin that one. The board flatly turned  Johnson, of Atlanta. Johnson, who is gay, met Mrs. King
him down, and though it was unstated, Rustin's homoright after the assassination of her husband, Dr. Martin
sexuality was a major reason. Luther King Jr. They became close friends and he even-
tually helped her begin her vocal gay advocacy after the
The issue continued to dog King and his relationship U.S. Supreme Court ruled in in 1986 in Bowers v.
with Rustin. Harlem Congressman Adam Clayton PowHardwick, a case that arose from Atlanta taking the
ell publicly threatened to accuse King of havingahonpo si t i on that it was withi
sexual affair with Rustin if he didn't call off planned peopl e who violated the st
demonstrations at the 1960 Democratic Convention. =
' King didn't buckle to Powell's blackmail threat and we
Unfortunately, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., (pictured ~ ahead with the demonstrations anyway. During the ne
delivering his 01 Have Aewyeats.adhsassalpos Bustin's homogexualityaand
nated before the gay rights movement became a forcéhe pressure on King to dump him, escalated. FBI Di-
on the American stage, srectoineEgganHoagvas, busy withkhis blasanty dlegal
what he may have done to further the cause of gay arfy campaign against King, publicly released wiretaps
lesbian rights had he lived. Looking back we do have scurrilous remarks King associates made about Rusti
great examples of Dr. King standing up for his close homosexuality. On the eve of the March on Washing-
friend, alley, and advisor Bayard Rustin; a gay man wkh in 1963, South Carolina Sen. Strom Thurmond

wanted to live an honest and open life during a time denounced Rustin on the Senate floor as a sexual per =

when homosexuality was not to be spoken of. And waert, and inserted a copy of his 1953 arrest booking sli

have witnessed for ourselves the actions of the persoin the Congressional Record. The Kennedys also flatly

who knew him best, his wife, Coretta Scott King. ~ démanded that King get rid of him. King did not publicjer personal assistant, Lynn Cothren, (pictured be-

break with Rustin. And when he did eventually distanegeen Mrs. King and Maya Angelou), a white, openly
In King's day, though, gay rights was invisible on Amétimself politically from Rustin, he gave no public hint gay man, worked closely with her for 23 years. Mrs.

ica's public policy radarscope, and homosexuality, ~ that his homosexuality was an issue. King often joked that she was disappointed that, despite
among blacks and whites, was hushed up. There's not a his name Lynn was not a black woman.

word in any of his speeches or writings about homo- Mr s . King was certain tha h'e usbandos |egacy we
sexuality or whether he believed the civil rights strugggfiuality for all. To that end, she dedicated much of hes has been a long, strange few years for the gay com-
was inclusive of gays. There is a way, however, to gatigee to LGBT equality issues before her deathin2006nuni ty, and if youdre Iike
what King's feelings were on the issue, and whathe 0 Li ke Martin, | dondt b eadbdutahe Ritur¥. Our pasions riled by thedevef mofe  f 1

might say and do about it today. That gauge isthelofgor  one group of peopl e odviodsinfligitey donetagaihsegays bnld Rgbiang in the
time personal and political relationship that King had would tell black civil rights leaders angered by gays andme of God or tradition, we look for leadership, hope
with Bayard Rustin. lesbians comparing their struggle to their own. She and direction, waiting for a King or a Harvey Milk to
woul d quote her husband cametndseadius thedvhy tdaamore fainadd justAthert
long and hard against segregated public accommodaica. We may not get that leader, but as we remember
tions to end up segregating my moral concern. Justiceis King, we should remember that the struggle for gay
indivisible.oé and lesbian rights is the continuation of his work, not

= some separate thing. The struggle for gay and lesbian
equality is the defining civil rights cause of our time.
Coretta Scott Kingbs |l egac

able fact known far and wide.

King risked much to work with and defend Rustin dur-
ing the tumultuous battles of the civil rights era. He
valued him as an ally and a major player in the struggle.
He also believed that deeply embodied in the civil rights
fight was a person's right to be whom and what he was.

There is a debate raging in the atmosphere about
whether or not Dr. King would have been in favor of a
ban on sam&ex marriages. Even within King's own
; ! Mrs. King, (pictured with Margie Adam at the 2000 family, there is division on the issue. In the ongoing
Best known as the driving force behind the historic Nat i onal Gay & Lesbi an Toaestkoefuate theeliyst of Gamesaexualsrwih the bival n ¢
1963 March on Washington, Rustin, (pictured walkingConference), also fought off bigots who would-apt  rights movement, the epicenter of the fight came to
with Dr. King), was a close King associate, ally, sup- ML K8s message and try t oAtlan@awhen histyoutgésedaughteo Bemnice King, al200 (

porter, and a known homosexual. In 1953, Rustin wagntrgay advocates sought to repeal Miebaide a minister, participated in a march in favor of a ban on
convicted of morals charges. In the frozen mood of th&tount y8s equal rights | aggmebe¥ maFrifiges dallbd " ReégHiting thel Léglcy" $rons
day and time that was the parlance for homosexual that King would be outraged at its gayclusive nature. (continues on page 6)

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Page 6

Gay Rights ARE included in

ML

Martin Luther King Ill, (pictured at a 2006 rally), also While this may be the case, it seems to me that anyone

has condemned homophobi#s an organizer of the  seeking the truth of what Dr. King thought about Gay
40th anniversary commemoration of the 1963 March drights during his time, and where he most likely would
Washington, King and his mother invited gay, lesbian,stand today on issues pertaining to LGBT Equality
would be wise to look to those who were fully engaged
in the Civil Rights Movement at his side for guidance.
Past historical records and the vast majority of the
surviving warriors in the Civil Rights Movement of his

purpose of sexuality and marriage, that purpose being time clearly illuminate Dr
procreation,” she said. Alveda C. Kingiece of the for all.

slain civil rights leader, founder of the falihsed King

for America Inc. and a vocal opponent of gay marriagg Thatés how | see it,

said she joined her cousin in the Atlanta march becaus
she believes her uncle never intended gay rights to be

part of the civil rights movement.

Doug Landreth
Editor, Rainbow Blades

Beyond King's family, many who marched alongside hifn
during the equality movement for blacks have drawn or
his message of inclusion. "Martin Luther King was one
d most tolerant and understanding and generous persong
I've ever known, and I'd never heard him make a judg-
mental statement about anyone's sexuality except his
own," said former United Nations ambassador Andrew
Young, (pictured with Dr. King at a press conference),
While King may have praised his daughter, (pictured avho was a top aide to King.
the antigay march, along with recently outed Atlanta
megachurch Pastor Eddie Long ), and niece for having).S. Rep. John Lewis, who helped organize, and
the courage and conviction to march for their beliefs, marched beside Dr. King, the March on Washington
bigotry is still bigotry, whether it's racial or sexual ori- where King gave his famous "I Have a Dream" speech,
entation. He would not have marched by her side. ~ has been a visible supporter of gay activists, filing a
friend-of-the-court brief in the Massachusetts case that
The reality is Dr. King never spoke publicly about theled to that state becoming the first in the nation to
issue of homosexuality, much less marriage equality, feghlize samsex marriage. Reflecting on the agty
today, the frame of reference is quite different. In Spltﬁmarnage march in which a a small faction of the king
of what his own wife may have said, it continues to be 7§
argued on where King would have stood on this 21st
century issue.King never publicly spoke on gay rights
while leading the charge toward racial equality in the |
1950s and '60s, but the clash over gay marriage has
prompted people close to his legacy to pick sides and |
interpret how they believe King would stand on the
issue if he were alive.

Our LGBT Resource
Center continues to grow.

We are building a
collection of LGBT books

and dvds that documents

our LGBT history, and

_ offer accurate
information on all aspects

of LGBT life, which may

be check out or
g pefereniced during hours

Tt when Equality House is
open.

Coretta Scott King, a longtime supporter of gay rights,
has often invoked her late husband's teachings while [
advocating tolerance and equality for homosexu-
als. Most recently, she denounced the proposed na-
tional constitutional amendment to ban saisex mar-
riage in a speech at New Jersey's Richard Stockton
College.

family participated Lewis, (pictured on an early Civil

Ri ghts Mar ch wi'"ltOn KiBgrwere tere 1
today, he wouldn't participate in this march, during the
rights movement, we were trying to take discrimination
"Gay and lesbian people have families and their familiesthe Constitutiorfsee related story on page 20)
should have legal protection, whether by marriage or

civil union," she said in her March 23 addre$&.con-
stitutional amendment banning saisex marriages is a
form of gay bashing and it would do nothing at all to

protect traditional marriages.

HAPPENING NOW
MARTIN LUTHER KING I

Y CHMN,, CEO, ﬂEI\LIZING THE DREAM
VASHINGTON, DC 82/63 # DOETROIT BO/S

8:37ary

"

www.GGnwifl.com friend us

g Dr. King in the category of excluding people," he said.

Discrimination of any kind is not something King would
have stood for, said the Rev. Joseph Lowery, who co
founded the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
with King. "l don't recall any experience that would put

Thanks to our recent
donors of materials for

this effort:

Marge Cumpston,
Melanie Paradise, and

Doug Landreth.

NAACP board chairman Julian Bond said he's encour-
aged that King's legacy continues to inspire people, bufj
he cautioned against drawing any conclusions about a
man who's no longer alive to speak for himself. "He is &
handy weapon for both sides to wieldBut that's not

new. We hear all kinds of people quoting him to pro-
mote their point of view," Bond said:But if you're

saying Martin Luther King wouldn't do this or would do

that without any foundation, that's just your opinion."

on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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Bike rides return, poetry nights begin & Mardi Gras fun
e L e g EQuality House Volunteer training
1st LGBT Documentary rescheduled

Bike rides return SAT FEB 4 @ 12 NOON Mardi Gras parade & party SAT FEB 18TH @ try to schedule volunteer trainings the 3rd Monday of
each month. If you are interested in attending one of
these please let us know.

Bar bar a H dlistorg lessansdocumentary
and discussion SAT FEB 18TH @ 7PM

Now that the winter is mostly behind us and blue skys
of spring are upon us, we are bring back our 1st Satur-
day of the month downtown bike rides. This is a lei-
surely paced bike ride around the downtown water-
front and historic districts. Level ground and plenty of
shade make this a wonderful bike ride for everyone.
We will depart from the Equality House at 12 noon on

the 1st Saturday of each month (unless a change need

to be made for some reason and then an alternate

Saturday will be chosen) a about a 1 hour ride before

returning to the center for a oOobring your pi
Everyone is encouraged to join us as we enjoy the great

outdoors, we will leave promptly at 12 noon. Come park your car at Equality House and walk with us :
to the downtown Mardi Gras parade, afterwards we B
1st LGBT poetry night will be held WED FEB will return for an afternoon of fun, games, and refresh-
15TH @ 7PM y ments. A pioneering lesbian filmmakdarbara Hammehas
J‘ﬁ made more than 70 shorts and features over the
& Urgent need for volunteer hosts at Equality course of her careerHistory Lessqrtser documentary
House TRAINING MON FEB 20TH @ 7PM about lesbianism throughout the 20th century, com-

bines radical sexual politics with a healthy dose of
tonguein-cheek humor. Using archival footage that

goes back as far as the dawn of cinema, Hammer covers
such diverse media as newsreels, "naturalist’ nudies,
classroom sex ed film3he Children's Hoand actual
lesbian bar police busts. She combines this footage with
stage skits that subvert traditional "lesbian” imagery, as
well as such noiscreen sources as old pulp paperbacks

( . ' and sensational tabloid headlines. Throughout the docu-
Z 2 mentary Hammer also shows us her alter ego (Ann
s ¢ R ’ Maguire) searching for footage in a huge warehouse

7 : - stocked full of film cans. ~ Rebecca Flint Marx, Rovi

Equality House is pleased to announce the start of ouNow that Equality House is fully independent we mus
oof Pride & Prosed LGBT stafhautnewhonelcanpletely wikhhveluntersd Cur-
Wednesday of each month from3m (unless a con- rently we are only able to have Equality House open
flict necessitates a change of date) all poets and loveruring planned events or activities, not allowing our
of poetry are invited to come share either some of  home to be open during days and times that it can
their favorite poems or poems that they have written. serve as a drop in center. We are in need of volunteer
Coffee and tea wil!.l b e phostsihatdan thake suré the dodrshare ®pemwhitet h
ering, being that this is February, we will focus on po-insuring that Equality House is a safe, comfortable, and
ems of love, broken hearts, etc. Thanks to Jorgan Brittelcoming place for first time and returning visitors. In
for this idea, and wiliness to head up this group. Dueorder to make sure that our volunteer hosts are
to wanting to create an environment conducive to knowledgeable about our Gay Grassroots organiza-
poetry reading and discussion, this night is intended tions, our Equality House LGBT Community Center,
only for adults. and our annual PensacolaPRIDE Festival, along with
knowing fact from fiction, and what our history, current
situation, and future plans look like, we have put to-
gether a training program. Our next Equality House
Volunteer training will be Monday February 20th. We

Lof

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com



http://video.barnesandnoble.com/CastCrew/Barbara-Hammer/c/605424/
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Jordan Britt Stephanie \/ ,.'/,v" of Passion Parties and our Doug Landreth
Jordan turned his birthday into a gift to Equality Houseew Ma ay friend Doug hosted a o0Circle of F
Having received a birthday gift of a $50 Walmart gift Passion Parties Consultant Stephanie Walthour and ghouse on Monday January 9th. Six guests enjoyed a
card he decided to donate it to Equality House forthenew f ri end of our s, ( wh ofiiescoursadimeer dnd livedy conversation.pGuests mere
purchase of whatever it eomdutwibacknavledgein thesfutuce) of MaryiKdy 8 ncalimged to rake a donation in return. Thus far $75
day operations. Thanks, Jordan! presented a January 13 combined party at Equality has been raised from this effort. You can read more
House. Guests enjoyed aabaththesedimesbelow. 0adul t 6 toys
lingerie, and cosmetics which were available for pur-
chase. Equality House received a portion of sales.

An easy way for you to raise money for YOUR true LGBT Community Center

Can you throw a oNot To Be Missedd6 Party,
gether with our own circle of friends. Now you can add an new level of meaning to just such
an afternoon or evening by turning your n
ing house party. The concept is simple. Invite you own group of friends over for a dinner,
cocktails, or dessert party and ask your guest to donate what they would have paid at a loca
restaurant for a similar experience to Equality House. You can make the get together as laic
back or as formal as you wish. You set the date and time. Gay Grassroots will be happy to
provide you with invitations, loan you decorations, supply LGBT information materials, and
even a speaker if you desire. This is your chance to support Equality House with your own
special fl air. Pl ease contact us ASAP,

NEW DATE!

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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Others offer their words of thanks to Marge & Lou Cumpston

I't is with great r egr ©ASIStistsadtto have to Bichfagrewellftodviarge andesboh @ Marge and Lou got to town they vol-

Marge and Lou Cumptson who have served quitou Cumpston who will be leaving our commu- unteered to take over as Chair for the Pensacola

etly behind the scenes supporting so many youmity shortly. As leaders of PFLAG their leadershigFLAG chapter. They never wavered, never gave

gay men and women in our area and their par- and compassion have assisted many families inup. They were a comfort to so many parents and

ent s, as President of fintilgeccepRresnandundeistandirk mfeheiagiyeir GLBT children in the Panhandle area. Marge

Coast Chapter of PFL Aleghian, bisextiaband tearysgenderdaymily wmenbéarsd boe helped put PFLAG Pensacola on the

missed is an understatement of huge proportionThey have been extremely effective in bringing map, and carried on the great work of Bonnie

as | candt even i magi peeplettothe tableetadiscussyfamity valuksnTheleamBgyant Sméhyand her husband, Bill. They

arendt here any | on g e havecertainlybeenajoy towork with and we have been outspoken champions of Human Rights
will greatly miss them and their work on behalf @ver since they arrived in town. | am so sorry to

Over the past decade, thécofinrufit).t t hi nk of a s hedrdheyeare leaving.

instance when Marge and Lou have ever refused a

request for help wit hWeawishthém welginthed vew lifeairsaknewd pgle, t h e m.

In addition, they always arrive enthusiastically community and we especially want to them to  gysan Frishkorn

with smiles and compassion for everyone. Theknow they have our heartfelt thanks and grati-

have been the o0f amil y tudef Wegikedhem eudlové and prayess asrthen y

whose own families have rejected them due to transition into new and future endeavors.

their sexuality and/or gender issues. They have Marge and Lou, Thank you so much for your
welcomed youth into their home for Holiday  peace, work to promote fairness and equality to all peo-
dinners, served Birthday parties annually for ~ Bytch McKay ple. You will be missed.

those who lack family connections, and answeregecutive Director
phone calls late at night to assure our youth thabgaloosa AIDS Support & Informational ServiceSincerely,

othey will be okbo. They do whatever it t akgswhtSon
assure the message gets through to them before Northwest Regional Director
hanging up, and then follow up in ways that go far ACLU of Florida

above and beyond what most people can even
imagine.

I n short, they are a
roeso6 who can only se
because of their deep heafélt commitment to
our LGBT youth. We will be forever grateful fc
their service, and will remember them always ¢
they make their way North. My sense of loss
tempered only by my assurance that this move
will provide them with much happiness througt
closer connections to their family. | also know
that another community will benefit from their
presence and love, as their work will go on. W
will truly miss you both and will always treasur¢
the time and energies you devoted to our LGB’
family in Northwest Florida. Remember too,
that you will always be a part of our family no
matter where you are, and will always be wel-

come back any time you can find time for a vis

Sincerely,

Josh Menge

Executive Director

Red Ribbon Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Gay Christian pioneer comes to Pensacola
U |C E HCMCC embarks on a journey toward healing

Founder of Metropolitan Community Church comes to Pensacola as Holy Cross MCC navigates a time of change. The man who founded -
predominatelygay Christian denomination will be in Pensacola to help Holy Cross Metropolitan Commu-
nity Church celebrate its 35th anniversary. Rev. Troy Perry, (pictured tbff)e former Pentecostal min-

ister who started MCC in 1968 w i | | be the special guest at Holy
Feb. 18, and then deliver the his message for Holy Cross at the regular church service at 10 a.m. the next
day.

The banquet will also serve as a celebration of the retirement of Rev. Lee Carlton, (pictured middle receiv-
ing the Gay Grassrootdés Cultivation Award from
pastor emeritus. Carlton is the second longest serving pastor in MCC history, surpassed only by founder
Troy Perry. Carlton has served as both pastor and assistant pastor at Holy Cross over the years. The
banquet starts at 7 p.m. and will be held at the church. Tickets are $20, with the meal catered by Appetite
4 Life. Deadline to purchase tickets is Feb. 8. They may be purchased at church on Sunday or by contacti
Chris Baxter atc_baxter@baxterinsurance.com

Holy Cross MCC is located at 3130 West Fairfield Drive in Pensacola (about a half mile west of W

Street). For more information about the church, c850) 46990900r visit www.holycrossmcc.com

Holy Cross MCC has a membership of more than 200, including lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, heter
sexual, married, single, old, youn§ffrican American, white, Asian American, Native American and differ-
ently-abled people. All are welcome.

The 35th anniversary celebration comes at a time of transition for Holy Cross MCC. On Dec. 25, 2011,
the congregation said goodbye to Rev. Samthea O05bH
l ongest serving pastor in the churchoés history.

In the absence of a pastor, the church is managed by thwelaihteer Board of Directors under the leader-
ship of Jes Morgan, who serves as acting moderator of the board. A host of other volunteers help run

various aspects of the churchds ministries. An
as March.

I'n I'ight of the recent events at Holy Cross MCC
rof fering will be O0A gat her i n gefleotibn, grayes, infdrmatign a@r o s s

di alogue. 6 on Wednesday February 8th at 7pm, fa
Thursday February 9 to Saturday February 11 individual appointmentseathl worker Terry Curry are

being made available to anyone wishing counseling during this time of transition. Appointments can be
made by calling the church office. Six appointments available per day, between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. On Su
day February 12th the 10am Sunday Service will be a Worship Healing Service.

Weekly services continue at the church every Sunday at 10 a.m., with various clergy members and other
speakers sharing a message of encouragement and
our church.

Other services of the church include weeklytiome Bible studies called Circles of Grace and monthly
social events. Our Sunday sermons are posted on our website.

Holy Cross feels a strong calling to outreach in the community.
Every Wednesday, the church provides a hot meal for the homeless and otheiirfeedure members of
the community through o Thechordhalsoankintaing a f@od gaatry thatldisn i s

tributes nonperishables to those in need.

Holy Cross MCCds Benevolence Fund offers financ
who need assistance with needs such as utility bills, housing and prescriptions.

Holy Cross MCCOds biggest outreach of the year o
when church volunteers share the good news that God loves everyone just the way they are to the thou-
sands of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender visitors who celebrate the holiday here.

MCC & known by the denominational name Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Chufiches
today has grown to more than 43,000 members and adherents in almost 300 congregations in 22 countrie:

(special thanks to Louis Cooper for submitting/writting the majority of this information)

~ Gay Grassroots strives to best serve our local LGBT Community, part of this is by including
information in this newsletter of important news and events taking place locally. If you know of an

item that should be included in a future issue of Rainbow Blades please let us know.

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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L cAL JUICE

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11th 2012

Pensacola Interstate Fairgrounds and Expo Hall
Tickets available at orderofzeus.com

Order of Zeus Ball thrilled to be celebrating 20 years
OASIS to host 15th HIV/AIDS conference

2012 marks the 20th Anniversary of The Order of Zeus Mardi Gras Balls. This yeards bal
A Thrillerd6 and will be held Saturday February 11
of enthusiastic Mardi Gras participants who wanted to bring the thrill and excitement of the Mardi Gras experi-
ence east from Mobile, AL and New Orleans, LA. Several of the founding members of the order were former

members of Mobile based groups who worked, lived and enjoyed life in the Pensacola area.

The first ball was held at Zelica Grotto Hall in downtown Pensacola. It was the first and only Masquerade ball fol
the organization. Word of the elaborate ball and the production quickly grew and the ball was moved to the Bay
Front Auditorium. After the Bay Front was no longer available and suitable for balls and gatherings we moved tc
the Pensacola Interstate Fairgrounds and Expo hall. In 2003 during a very lean time for the Order of Zeus they
found ourselves financially strapped and wondering where they could have a ball and save money at the same
time. Looking to Mount Olympus and the Gods who call it home for help they were rescued by some folks they
have come to call friends and patrons over the past couple of years. Johnny Chisholm, Ted McCrary and the
Emerald City Club came to the rescue and offered the use of the Temple on Garden Street to produce the ball.
They stayed at the Temple for 2 years producing 2 wonderful balls, Let the Games Begin and Travel Ex@erience
Destinations Unknown. Once they moved from the Temple they relocated to the American Legion Hall on Bar-
rancus. This was a fun filled year that produced The Red Ball. Due to the ever growing popularity of our ball the
found that the Legion Hall just could not accommodate them. They headed back out to the Fairgrounds and
Expo hall for the Holiday Ball. EIl aborate tables
food and | otds of spirited drinks help to make th
quite a bit of conversation. Such themes as, Feathers, Leather and Lace, Around the World, Monarchs, Dames
and Bitches, A Night on Mount Olympus, An Evening with Oscar, Zome Where Over the Rainbow, Disco Ball
and in 2007 they celebrated their &nnual Ball with From Here to There, Dream it Be It. 2008 saw one of the
finest performances and tabl eaus when they ventur
Way 6 . Broadway musicals are always fun and the Kkr
tigers and bear s, oh my 2009 ushered in oUnder th
sents On the Radio rounded out the first 20 years and have brought us to the celebration of 20 years. These
themes | eave |l otds to the i magination and even mo|

first hand.

Each year the krewe members work diligently to produce a successful ball. These balls are executed to please
Zeus and Hera the emblems of the organization. Once a year they travel from Mount Olympus to the fair city of

Pensacola to frolic and partake of the bounty offered by the members to their friends and guest. Zeus and Hera are ctogear bgache members of the organization in
a secret ballot ceremony that is not revealed until the night of the ball. The outgoing Zeus and Hera relinquish theingtositie newly anointed emblems. Once in place
all take head to the appointment of the King and Queen or King and King or Queen and Queen. This person or persons arbyties&all Captain each year. The duty
of the ball captain is to help in the production of the ball and Tableau. The ball captain uses a keen eye throughoutriteelmag to come to the decision of who the
new incoming Royalty of the order will be. The small and resilient membership of the order work year round in fund raisitigsato help offset the cost and expendi-
tures of these elaborate balls. Each year the membership participates in the parades in downtown Pensacola area ashwelhashesy participate in welcoming Deluna
and celebrating with the Fiesta of Five Flags Organization. Each June a ball is held to honor the Royalty of all thiewsgarfemsacola hosted by Deluna his maid and
court. The Order of Zeus has the distinction of winning the table decorating trophy five times. This is an outstandinddndhergroup to be recognized by the Fiesta of
Five Flags organization for our participation and hard work. If you would like additional information on upcoming ballecoring a member of the Order of Zeus

please contact them at wwarderofzeus.coror by writing to them at The Order of Zeus, Inc. P.O. Box 13695 Pensacola, FL 32591.

OASIS is proud to announce theirl5 Annual Positive Living Conference. This nationally recognized
HIV/AIDS conference will be held Marckld, 2012 at the Ramada Plaza Beach Resort on beautiful Okaloosa
Island in Fort Walton Beach. This is one of the last and largest consumer based conferences left in the country.
Most conferences today are heavily attended by Me
focus is on addressing the needs and concerns of those living with HIV/AIDS. Last year the conference was
attended by 445 individuals from 20 different states, District of Columbia and Uganda. The majority of attendee:
are from the southern United States, which has been disproportionately overlooked in most funding streams an(
service categories. A major component of Positive Living each year is on training people to become their own
advocates to change the disparity in services and funding. Activate! U Advocacy Academy will again take cente
stage on the first day to focus on what needs to happen to increase services in the south especially in rural aree
OASIS is excited to have an all star cast of presenters again this year and they hope everyone will plan now to
attend. For information on registration please visit the OASIS web site at www.aidsoasis.org or call OASIS at 8¢
-314-0950. OASIS would like to thank the community for their continued support of Positive Living. They wel-

come everyone to join them for an exciting, informative, and fun filled weekend.

~ Gay Grassroots strives to best serve our local LGBT Community, part of this is by including
information in this newsletter of important news and events taking place locally. If you know of an

item that should be included in a future issue of Rainbow Blades please let us know.

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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AROUND Outed 30 years ago, FL transplant shuns LGBT issues

FLORI Dq Ruling overturned, both lesbian mothers have rights

pl eaded o0no contest 6 i n cbupldsgomedlin thatdounr of legal relatimnshipisisodice me
charge of solicitation for prostitution. Under a plea  be given all of the rights and benefits of marriage.

Now out of the closest and living in gay mecca bargain arrangement for firsime offenders, authorities
lawmaker continues to do little for LGBT called for a sentence of just six months probation, wittNew ruling provides both mothers with parental
equality no jail time, after which the charge was dropped. As arights
= interesting aside, Bauman said he was represented inThe 5th District Court of Appeals in Daytona Beach,
[ -4 court by BaltimoreattorneyT o m O6 Ma |l | ey Floridamuéed thadboth members of a lesbian couple
a of Maryl andds, cMarrrteinn @dheeledua garental rights over thehild The ruling
o > Following what Bauman has called a gruelingfeegk overturned a lower court decision claiming that only

climax to his election campaign, in which longtime sughe birth mother had rights to raise the child. One of
porters turned against him, he lost his race for re the two women donated the egg which was fertilized
election to Democrat Roy Dyson. At the urging of loyathen implanted into the womb of the other woman
supporters, Bauman threw his hat in the ring fora  who carried the child to term. The couple lived in
comeback in the 1982 election. But he was immediatélyevard County. When the couple split, they fought
challenged ithe Republicaprimary by a former state over who should raise théabygirl. Originally a circuit
senator who seized on the sex scandal thatled to  court judge in Brevard County decided that under
Baumands defeat two vy e arHoridalaw, the wvoman whblgives birth & therhother.s t
tally a personal campaign based on what happened td he 5th District Court of Appeal ruled that the U.S.

me, 6 Bauman said. 0And wandHorida ¢donsetdionstfummiorida lavdasd geve i | |
Former U.S. Rep. Robert Bauman, (pictured with Presiith me and my wife and | separating, | just said to  parenting rights to both women and that Florida law

dent Ford), a Republ i canmywsheol fr,e ptrheastednst eedn oMiagr hy,| aammadofios keptwp vtith thertimes.. Thisswadgthe ffirst inhera o <
mostly rural Eastern Shore district from 1973 to 1981,won the primary six weeks after | withdrew. My name Florida appellate court has considered such a case.

was known at the time as a champion of conservatvewas st i |l 1l on the ballot.é His opponent in the prir
causes. Today, more than 30 years after a gay sex sdast overwhelmingly to Dyson in the November elec-

dal led to his ouster from office, he lives intheupscalé¢ i on. ©6So that was my |l ast activity in politics, o
gay enclave of Wilton Manors, a small city located jussaid. Over the next four years Bauman started a private

outside Fort Lauderdale. In an interview with the law practice in Washington; worked briefly as a lobbyist

Washington Bl ade on t he fe&thenewlfcreftddGayiRigrasiNatioralegblbypthei c a n

presidential primary, Bauman said he remains commifererunner to the Human Rights Campaign; and wrote

ted to conservative and libertarian principlesbuthas a book call ed 0The Gentleman from Maryland: The
shunned politics since 1®o8n2s.c ioelnctehionfk ab oGahy pGontsieersv aatrieve. 6 The book, pub-
mi serabl e, 6 he said. 01l Ilidhedirbld86,kasbeen prasedtby conseevativesand nd f or

any more.dé6 Bauman added,| iobertahlisn ka st haeny hno nrersotr aenadc hpai nf ul account of Baume
other. | think they are both completely enthralled to  struggle with his sexual orientation and alcoholism.

Wall Street and the banks. | think they are controlled Shortly after his book was published Bauman moved to

by the people that contributenoneyto them. And that Florida to take a job as an attorney with the U.S. De-

goes for Obama and it g opartnert d Yeteansmffpirsioffice outsidedST Reterso n | y

thing you can say f or Roburg. élgsaidle left thatjob aloet & gear taiercatter e n o u g h

that maybe he wondt be ideddingihewaseodonderintetesten tn wadrking withim

Bauman. o0l hate to say ithefeddralbureaucratyhHemextwhnétd workmsaobabl y t he

|l east influenced by t he nfredlaace aritesand atidrneyhfor a libartariboiiegtédo n . 6

Bauman, aattorney, said he voted earlier this month publishing company called Agora Publications. In 1998

for GOP presidential contender Ron Paul, the congre®sauman helped to found a subsidiary to the company

man from Texas, as a o0 p rcaliedthe Soveragh Society, whieh psibdished enfraih u | 6 s

outspoken call for r ef orneisletgrsant moka specialiaimgdndegaptaxlavoidances an d

economic policies represents a refreshing alternativetohr ough t he use of offshore investing. o0l write foc¢
the other candidates, even though Bauman acknowl- on a regular basis for their dailyreewsletter that goes

edges some of Paul 6s pr oopuots atlas naorree utnhraena | 3 3s5t,i 0c0.0 Wheeonp | e, he said. O0And |
asked about former Pennsylvania Seick Santorum wr i t e books. |1 d8dve written five or six or more bool
the fourth remaining contender in the GOP presidentialffshore financing and on places to invest off shibre

race, Bauman shrugged anadsetpratectdall of the thirmatisat Nbwt Gieglichhas m o0 n o

better or no worsed t hanbeRomnreayi loirngGianggariincsht. fBoaru ntalne | ast few days, 6 he s
noted that some people he knows who share his disapauman takes strong exception to gay activists who

pointment over the current state of U.S. politics no  accused him of pushing for agy policies during his

|l onger vote because t he yyedssenlCongress. He daid thdt weith thesexceptiom dfe nc e 6 t
a lousy system. 0l dondtondvetel foria h9d0s eravaangndmentdntrdducédédye p f i gh
unt il I go, 6 he saiSARep. | nRew tatryoMc@onald{B3a8) 0nhichtpriohébited the

Robert Bauman was widely believed to be the most U.S. Legal Services Administration from taking on gay

conservative member of the House of Representativesghts case§i he never took a public position for or

Admirers and critics alike recognized himas anartcuagai nst gay rights. o0l was a closeted homosexual

late and formidable opponent of the Democrats who on gay rights issues was the last thing in the world |

controlled both Congress and the White House atthewant ed t o do, 6 he said. Now, Bauman said he fully
time. But later that month, his status as a champion ofupports civil rights and full equality for gays and trans-

conservative Republican causes and an admired husloppedn d er peopl e. But he said he isndt ready to suppc
and father of fourchildrencame crashing down. News legalization of samgex marriage, a position he ac-

surfaced that the FBI and D.C. police accused himofk nowl edges will wupset gay activists. 0l have never
soliciting sex from a 1§earold male prostiiutewho ported gay marriage, 6 he said. 0To me, marriage i ¢
apparently used fake identificationtolandajobasa bet ween a man and a woman. I dondt think you can
stripper in a D.C. gay bar called the Chesapeake Houseplace centuries of religious tradition when it comes

the place where Bauman met him. Just four weeks to marriage. It does not include two people of the same

before Bauman was expected win re-election to a sex. 6 He said he does support |l egal recognition of
fourth term in Congress by a lopsided margin, he unions and domestic partnerships, saying same

O

"y

o
ting

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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o U R AM ERI CA VA senates says LGBT discrimination not a reality
i pe wow ;e— ge— ge— g Condoms to co -star in all Los Angeles adult films

Openly gay man seeks to fill]l
Saying discrimination among LGBT persons i i i
does not exist, VA senate defeats protection bill NeW HampShlre SayS gay Weddlng bUSIneSS a danger
Reflecting the recent switch from Democratic to Re- zation was formed in Los Angeles in 1987 as the AID&hembers of the Arizona state legislature, alongside
publican control of the Virginia Senate, a billaimedatHo s pi ce Foundati on, wi t hSershRebenVegas@Phowenix)tPaulacAboudfd t f or
prohibiting discrimination in state hiring on the basisof i vi ng, and care f or t heTuasgn)andgackacksbifDoWirgltw Rodk)eHeiazd a s
sexual orientation was defeated Tue Jan 31. The Senptblic health issue by many, others consider the rule aaid he has not committed to a decision whether or not
GeneralLawsand Technology Committee rejected Serimposition. Diane Duke, Chief Executive of the Free h e 6 | | resign his state Hou
Adam Eb bSB26%os anl87 partyline vote. Speech Coalition, a trade group for the pornography U.S. congressional seat. Giffords, popularly known as
A similar measure was passed by the Senate lastyeadb usi ness, sai d: 0CI| ear | y'Gably resigned from [Cangress, titimghergantineingn n
when it had a Democratic majority, only to be defeated v er r eachi ng and i ntr udieffgtstowart ecowery frosnghe lifd altegng bedds | t s &
in the Republicated House of Delegates. Republicanss i ons. 0Our standar ds a nwbungshesufereddursg aa assassmationrateme ang
won effective control of the Senate in the November effective and are working. They are taking something shootingspree in Tucson last year that left six others
election Ebbin, BAlexandria, had the support of labor they know nothing about and imposing their morality dead.
unions, teacher and publemployee associations,andon our i ndustry. 6 Weinstein said: 0They cannot | us
AARR the over50 lobby group. The socially conservapi ck up their stakes andNemwo vHea npos hainroet hseere ksst attoe .0 pTrh
tive Family Foundation and the Virginia Association ohardly be welcomed in West Virginia or Utah or Missigrom having to serve same gender couples with
Independent Baptists opposed the measure. Opponeisigpi, or even a place like Nevada, where legal prostittheir weddings
argued that the bill is unneeded because there is no tion is highly regulated and condoms are required. AnBlorists, caterers and other weddirglated businesses
evidence that gays and lesbidasediscriminationnow. we wi I I  f ol | ow t hem wh e rceuwddurnawayeegagedgay.couplés breler egistitiom a n
will come into effect in 90 days and be enforced by before the House that opponents likened to segrega-
police spot checks, the cost of which will be borne  tion and Nazi Germany's race laws. The House Judici-

by pornographers. ary Committee held a hearing Tuesday, Jan 31, on the
bill, which would allow providers of weddinglated
Gay lawmaker throws hat into ring to fill goods or services to withhold those services if they

wounded congress woman's seat believe doing business with gay couples would violate
their conscience or religious faith. The bill also would
bar lawsuits against business owners in such situations.
Bill sponsor Rep. Jerry BergevinM&nchester, called it

a "business protection bill" and said a person's personal
religious beliefs should receive protection in his or her
capacity as a service provider. Noting that New Hamp-
shire protects against discrimination based on both
religion and sexual orientation, Bergevin asked, "How
do you strike a balance between them?" State Rep.
Cynthia Chase, EXeene, called the bill “codified dis-
crimination" and the beginning of a "slippery slope."
"When you begin to codify things for one group, pretty
soon it's OK for that group, and then that group,”

Chase said. Although the bill was presented in refer-
ence to gay marriage, opponents said allowing a
"person's conscience or religious faith," as the bill reads,
to determine whom they serve would open the door to

The Los Angeles City Council voted last week to intro
duce a rule that condoms must be worn during porno-
graphic video shoots in the city. The AIDS Healthcare
Foundation, the largest AIDS organization in the worlg.
had been fighting a battle in Los Angeles for the new
regulation. Rather than put the issue to a ballot, city
council leaders voted-Q in favour of banning gay and J discrimination against intéaith and intesracial cou-
straight o6barebackd video snhoots T n I S envi r on ples, t@o' "There aré some religions that still believe
man Paul Koretz tol d t heAnbpeny gaffsizotkastaie lawmaker anaclrited 1 ¢hat AfeacanAmericans and Caucasians shouldn't be

itself is so common sense and intuitive, why put the cifjuesday, Jan 31, that he will enter the race to fill the able to marry. They would be allowed to discriminate
through the costs and ordeal when the outcome is  congressional seat vacated by U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Gi&gainst them under this bill," said New Hampshire Civil
really pr eor dalbranerdfamissdeT hfords (DiAgz.),avhorresigned last week. Dr. Matt Liberties Union Executive Director Claire Ebel. New
ltds not going to cidswe uHeinzyeaestaffphysician At Tucson MeditabQertee, andlampshire's gay marriage law already exempts

wondt s pe mabnegenforcingtthis tlkan we domember of the Arizona House of Representatives frorohurches and religious groups from being forced to

any other |l aw. And i n t hthe9thcDéssiatin Tucson, tglcdreporere thabte's f officiate gay rhalriages or provide services, facilities and

I aw, it owi || be on fil m.s6i nMilcahra etlo Wiifnfsadtred sn,, ptohl godd3 oteas kintyeorpamidipants.i Thegoill wonlld praa r d
of AHF, which provides services to more than 150,00@he best thing that we can do is to honor her strength,vide the same protections to individuals, which gay
people worl dwi de, descr iandkcdnviction, andsherdeadership,eoyndettind sosne- marniagetoppenents sought in 2009. At the time, then
performers and safer sexbody,ougquiscokcliyet ybée c aluns ea vsthteaBeraiedBemoerativ leeader Maghie Hassameof i n
he said: o0This is the f ithasseatwheiggdoind tacariy fomvardio tdeytradition Exeterisad slhephadthdar of no legal challenges filed by
issue, and the neamanimous support is very gratifyingf moderate, bipartisan, common sense governance gays over businesses refusing to provide services for
When push comes to shove, people know this was th¢hat she did so well for Southern Arizona," Heinz saidtheir civil unions in the 17 months civil unions had been
right thing to do. 6 The AizohayGovernosJareBnewver (Rydeclaced @special yegaMn New Haenpshire. No cases were mentioned in
Englander, was apparently cast for economic rather primary election to fill Giffords seat on April 17, with Tuesday's hearing either. The committee has not is-

than ideological reasons. In October 2010;yhrold the general election scheduled June 12. Heinz, 34, sasded a recommendation on the bill. Once they make a
porn actor Derrick Burts contracted HIV after working that he plans to run for a full term in the fall in the newrecommendation, the bill will move to the full House

on gay and straight adult film sets. He has staded ~ Congressional District 2, but said he would dropout offor a vote. Another bill facing a vote in the coming

for condoms to be made compulsory across theinduss he spring speci al e | e c tweeks wouldirepeal gayf ma@agé éndrepthee @ with o r n
try. According to the AIDS Healthcare Foundation, Logrict director, Ron Barber, decided to run to finish civil unions of anywo adults, including relatives. It

Angeles public health statistics say that workersintheGi f f or d' s r emai ni ng c ur rwoudalsdaowimdividaals townetuselthdir serndcesvoe r vy
adult filmindustryare ten times more likely to be in-  supportive of (Barber) and in fact | would even direct a civil union's' ceremony and to refuse to treat the civil
fected with a sexually transmitted disease than the my staff to gather signatures for him in the special elegnion as valid if it conflicted with their religious or

general public. Up to 25 cases of HIV are said to haveion, at which point | would divert my focus to the Augmoral beliefs.

been found in adult film actors since 2004. The organB0 primary," he said. Heinz is one of four openly LGBT

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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LD v| Ew Russian airline requires crew to be straight & married

e Germany to institutionalize young transgender girl
Russian airline steward forced to marry female Ecua d or t o b rin g en d _g o y a h @® li il
\ American Airlines travelers names best gay cities
parents split over the ntaurteedr colfi nAilcesx.6 sE cgueanddoerri.a n
~mm—— (e Now, with puberty fast approachinjand Alex claiming nounced the appointment of Carina Vance Mafla, who is
e ~ she would rather die than go through the changes it isopenly gay, as the newest member of his cabinet. The
‘ s likely to bring abou® her father has besieged the Americanborn activist hit the ground running, with an
Youth Office with written submissions. His motives ar@nnouncement that the health ministry will be working
unclear: what is clear is that thehildhas not been closely with lesbian rights group Fundacion Causana,
A gay air steward for the Russian carrier Aeroflot wasexamined by independent expeisut a new member and other civil rights groups, to shut down the remain-
forced to marry a woman in order to keep his job, of staff in the Berlin Youth Office believeshimand i ng rel i gious clinics whic

campaigners say. GayRussia.eu reported that campagh-ai ms t hat the correct Maeeshaobeen beavilyinvolveddamnxcangpaigning tawvardk e
ers had filed notice of a demonstration after gay em- threats if she does not receive treatment for gender equal rights, and was previously the Executive Director
ployee Maxim Kupreev suffered unusual kind of dis- dysphoria is for her to be committed to a mental insti- of Fundacion Causana. In the past, she called for re-
crimination by his employer. When Kupreev, 25, tried tution. Alex should be encouraged to identify withmale or ms of the countryds hea
to found a gay support network at the airline, he was role models and to follow male pursuits: female prefee | osur e of the 6gay cur ed
seemingly ordered to marry. The gay steward tied theences would be discouraged. Thereafter, according taw&HIV treatmentdistribution, and to put an end to

knot with his school friend Sofia Mikhailova so he coulgtoposal that has shocked Professor Udo RauchfleisdbGBT discrimination within the health system. A peti-
keep his job at the end of last year, reportedly to mini-a recognized expert in the care atiatmentof trans- tion run by Change.orgalling for the closure of such

mise publicity for his attempted LGBT network. A sexuality with the University of Basel, she should be clinics raised 113,761 signatures, and is being welcomed
protest in Moscow on February 9th is being planned teeparated from her mother and placed with foster ~ as a victory. A similar petition oAllout.org currently
coincide with the airl i nparénss. TAeSetate cldai similahtidssbgtweerNhislandhas 64,680Ihe Betitions had praised the government
seev said: 006We have al rapmodohesadoptek bydohio Money m respadatice for thefclosure of over 30 clinics, but called for an end
slogans which underline a double meaning of the wor&eimer and David Rekers with Kirk Murphy: both casés the institutions, which expatients reported tortured
omarriaged in Russi an whendedbadlyavithahe subsgquentnsgicide af theimdividod abused lesbians both physically and psychologically.
cate with the public i n asdReimeram Merph® who fereshe trarget df this &Fumdaeian Causana; based in Quito, Ecuador, released a
ties. 6 ThesR®&sni e awo b d trépardiivesherapy. dhgses@&choed by a statementfromt at ement on the success o
and o6defective articled.l GurYQ.esTtheerys wvarlistoe :waonTth eA ghaosafrodiypthe natiGhloffECuadsitiraughrihg |y
excluded from the gl ob aladwdatesthe nghts & frahsgemdercyeuth @l larg coMimistryndf Public Healthhas entered into a commit-

which includes KLM, Air France, Delta and Korean Aicerned with the institutionalization of this happy and ment with civic organizations and society in general to
among other operators. Last weegolice in the Kalin- healthy child. We would like to highlight the endangerdeconstruct the belief that homosexuality is an iliness
ingrad outpost of Russia reportedly stopped agroupahe nt of f or c e d childrehféintatipey 6a ntdo rnoackte our the use of to
right-wing joggers after being wrongly tipped that theygender roles the society thinks are right for them. announcement has also meant further praise for the

were staging an illegal gay pride pardia Novosti IGLYO follows the wealth of research that shows thatpresident Correa, who has been complimented for
reported that more than twenty rightving joggers reparative therapy regarding sexual orientation or ~ supporting a preLGBT constitution. The previous

took to the streets of Sovetsk, a small town in the gender identity can be seriously harmful to the child. health ministerDavidChiriboga, resigned this month

Baltic exclave, carrying Romanov flags of black, yello@ The Boar d of | GLYO declaafrteesr ofuari Isionl g dtaor irtegénges.m hE ct
and white embl azoned wi tdilartdher motherr Mbieover, Rva aslstheauthorities

choose sportdé. Russi an noaBeilimtmigdrvens with thé ectiorss ofuhe ¥odth s el Aviv best gay city, New Orleans in top 10

events to promote patriotism and health in the past, Welfare Office and stop the removal of the child from Tel Aviv has been named the Best Gay City of 2011 in
but unsanctioned events are often disbanded by au- her mother. We find it extremely irresponsible and  an international American Airlines competition to select

thorities. It was not clear who tipped the policsf. unacceptable to remove any child from a loving and the most popular destinations among LGBT tourists.
supportive home without thorough research and con- Tel Aviv received 43 percent of the votes; New York

Germany to institutionalize 11 year old sultation with experts. @tycameliniamistanveécond with bdtpercemt. Zheitop n e

transgender girl rights standards, IGLYO advocates for the best inter- 10 cities also included Toronto, Sao Paulo, Madrid,

News that an 11 year old transgender girl in Berlin, ests of the child. The institutionalization of this child London, New Orleans and Mexico City. The voting was

Germany, is about to be committed to a mental instituviolates many human rights instruments, includingtheh el d | ast mont h on AAd8s we

tion by local authorities following intervention by her Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Universal featured categories including Best Nightlife (won by
absent fathe® has prompted grave concern by the  Declaration of Human Rights, and the European Con-New York City), Best Pride%anFrancisco) and Best
International LGBTQ Youth and Student Organizationv e nt i on on Human Ri ght s .SandB3ugSydnay}Tel Aviv,svhichavas mhrked as@ r ¢

(IGLYO). A petition has also been started on ferred upward t ocol®er ma n yfévarite euerpbeferertke voting concluded, was de-
change.orgAccording to a statement released by scribed during the competition as the gay capital of the

| GLYO, the girl, el sewheBEceua ddoern tnofvieesd toon |cylgaasped Or Midutexdtéast,botlgexodicearnd welcoming, with a Medi-
(Alexandra) lives with her mother, who supports her clinics terranean ocdest |l a vieo a
gender expression. Howey ! di vorced

and separated from her mother, strongly rejects this
view of his daughteros
force her to grow up as a boy. If all else fails, there is
real and present possibility that pressure from her
father, supported by the Youth Welfare Office in Berli
means that Alex will shortly be confined in a closed
ward of a psychiatric in
returns to oOonormalityodo. W
claims, in an interview published earlier this month in B\
onlinelifestyle magazin@z.de that she has identified a
female for as long as she can remember. She is acce
as female at school, and has been registered as such ) '
from her earliest days there. This led to conflict with ) ) ) ) )

her father, who insistedl Nt 8Papaijmtgmennet; 05fa |8 xlatnSabeirdg afnogl i t i cian as Ecuador
forcing her to wear boy g"§whealtyministershas caysed § stirhjs week, asshec t e d o . _
negatively, he accused her of being badly behaved. HRf? N o unc e d a campaign to shut down religious 6l esbi
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Deadline nears for PensacolaPRIDE art contest
Sneak peak at PensacolaPRIDE 2012!

their insight into a topical issue. Open bar, heaveyhad ance and dine in public.
PensacolaPRIDE 2012 art contest has $100 cash  dourves, and live auction. Cost $50. Location TBA. stage revue in addition to dinner and cash bar. A pro-
prize Limited to 50 guests. fessional photographer will be on had to take your
portraits. Military, 1940
TUE JUNE 12TFPM Cost $45. Location Gregory Street Assembly Hall.

2nd Annual | Limited to 150 guests.

SAT JUNE 16THAM6PM
['2 9717 3nd Annual PensacolaPRIDE Festival In The Park |

T el I
' \OUR BLEGMEDIEOFRICALSY

All current city and county elected official will be in- |
vited to this open forum where members of the LGBT | £

Community can ask questions of their governmental —

officials. Cost FREE. Location Downtown Public Libra‘ry.' all day festival with live entertainment, arts and
crafts, and food vendors. Cost FREE. Location Old

WED JUNE 13TEPM Seville Square.

SAT JUNE 16THPM1OPMNEW EVENT!

PensacolaPRIDE 2012 will join with other pride celeb It Ama' Pre,'n—s:;mapmnglvouch mm
tions around the world with use of the global theme :
OPride Links Us Toget her|:§
are now being accepted until midnight Feb 29, 2012. |

Artwork must include thec:

gether ¢ and sh o urhadtoBeasa®ubief of Hofle made &hili€cole slaw, cornbread anc = s

laPRIDE@gmail,com. The winner will recieve $100 brownies will be followed b . | - - |
° - e y squared dancing and coup: L .
cash and will be featured in the offlglal PensacoIaPnggline dancing. Beginner lessons will start each ses-’fllclag?? y:)ut_h, 2; yearsDand _under, alf] |nvgedfto tf;]ls
program and Gay Grassroots website. The Pensacola,, - cost $7 (or donation of 2 items for the food nclusive Prom. Dancing to a DJ and refresh-

PRIDE steering committee reserves the right to m°dif}5antry and $5). Location HCMCC ments provided. Adult chaperones will ensure that this
artwork as it see if. ' ' event remains alcohol and drug free. A professional
photographer will be on hand to take your portrait.
|
WTFPMNEW EVT' Semiformal Attire. Cost $20. Location Gregory Street
! Lt Aounl Fersacolshli DE Postey Siaim Assembly Hall. Limited to 150 guests.

PensacolaPRIDE announces tentative schedule
SUN JUN 10TH, 3, 5, & 7TPMNEW EVENT!

)

K\ Al
= LOUDER(®.J44

LGBT POETRY & SPOKENWORD 2

SUN JUNE 17TE30PMNEW EVENT!
] 2 E Stage Pro

Ist Annual Pensacol

duction

L : [
g 4 Come express yourself, or witness others, about you 1 ": 3
L= X I desire for LGBT equality. Everyone will have the op- | & Ak E =
Four selected award winning LGBT films will be portunity to create theil|i | :mmmmmmii ar t
screened. Cost will be $5 for all day, refreshments wilbe displayed at our festival in the park on Saturday. All )
be sold. Location Bowden Building. details TBA. Enjoy a live performance of a selected LGBT themed
production. This show may include mature subject

MON JUNE 11TAPMNEW EVENT! FRI JUNE 15THPM11PMNEW EVENT! matter or Ia}nguage. Cost $10 Re.fre.ShmentS. will be
[# Ist Annual PensacolaPRIDE Equality Reception | | : PRIDE Celebration Ball | Sold. Location Bowden Building. Limited seating of 60.

Ist Annual Pe

w=|_S

S % x the % *x * .

Stars & Stripes Contaon

CELEBRVEES BHESENDIOL:

PLUS WE ANTICIPATE LOCAL BARS AND CLUBS TO
COME ON BOARD WITH AFTER EVENT PARTIES.

—
=
Q
=
=
=
A~
=
—d

DASET THE TR LT LT

|E > 1C e — L& 10 |
l ong with the present atGoome ocfe |Gabyr aGrea stshreo ortedpse aAln noufalDondt Ask, Dondt Tell
OLGBT Cultivation Awar doweé#&ave haeksnttimestptieed3d@ wherewivelcdn nayi v e

PENSACOLA PRIDE MEETING TUE FEB 7TH @ 7PM

We need everyoneds help to pul
PensacolaPRIDE. We have a great schedule planned, but

there is no way for it to all come together without much more
help early on. Please make it a point to attend.

~ Please note that this is a day earlier than normal due to an
important meeting at HCMCC on our regular 2nd Wednesday

night meeting.

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Preacher goes on and on about sickness of gay sex
Pat Buchanan blames gays & black for his woes

Talk show hosts say gay pedophiles control Hollywood
: Girl asks for marriage discrimination for birthday gift

Preacher says gays are wicked, deviant, Right wing political commentator Pat Buchanan has saidl vocacy found itself comm

immoral, self -destructive, and gay sex is sick omi litant gay rights gr oappgeaahceafrsalerad grteesses! Téen bdst Jaho Koloyit ¢
J been trying to take hi mtoolfd TR/arfroern oOayneda rfse lalnodw yheoasr
yearsé. The comments f olduoyws hciosntarbosle nfc.e. .f]r otmh en ewt hwox

MSNBC, which many attribute to the publicationofhibh ecause o6gays | i ke bogahi es

book O6Suicide of a Superoplodwebroy swid |a nAdmesroi caac-ySaser svsi e
2025?08. The book i ntendsoldbaystiakh s wer eshé question of
what happened to the America of the past in a raciallyExcerpted from The John and Ken Show:

diverse present and future. At one point, Buchanan sd&ysA\ RRE N : I dondt watch [ awa
the rise of diversity i ntimeélhde |judtSvannderdthem avuigdr,everg e o p | ¢
di scover what it is | i keacttess!|sed.|dustwanntofeed thembtiaey lkok sof t t

In addition to discussions on the role of faith in a modemaciated.

ern society, Buchanan questions whether the division&KOBYLT: | know they looksét hat 6 s not at
between people of different politics and religions werecCHI AMPOU: But thatds the g
smaller during forced segregation of races. He writes be more emaciated than the other famous actress.
that in the past: 0Bl ac kFARREN: Yeah,and this is thestimebf yagp.ar t , we
differentschoolsand churches, played on different KOBYLT: Thatds right. And
Patrick Wooden, a North Carolina pastor active in theplaygrounds, and went to different restaurants, bars, CHIAMPOU: They get jealous and see photos of some-
push to amend that st s¢xetlleaterss anchsodafotintaind. Bunwe sharedsa@auntrgree thianer than them.

marriage, used an appearance on Michelangelo Si- and a culture. We were one nation. We were Ameri- KOBYLT: Gay guys control the fashiordustryand the
gnorileds radio show t o cdaenfse.néd Bhuicsh agnraanp, h iacp paenadr iicasgind oechnstry dne thebvhhadeHollyAveod lookt AndS h o v
matory comments about gay sex. Wooden has recenttadio talk program, said his absence from the screen gays like bodies that remind them of a-{darold boy.

made statements, in an interview with antigay activistsince October 2011 had been due to health issues. Guys like curves. Real guys like curves. Absolutely.

Peter LaBarbera, that many gay men must wear diap@&@schanan, referring to himself in the third person,sailPosi t i vel y. ltés biologica
for incontinence as a result of anal sexand offered o0 Look, for a | ong per i odlooksfikeshe carbedr foar childien succkssfilly, and mi
undocumented anecdotes about objects including cellgay rights groups, militaifit they call themselvescivi t hat 6s bi ol ogi cal ly what a
phones and baseball b at sr ibgehitnsg grreomuopvse,d bfurto mi 6gna ynaogtg isstusxh more tirreeq a byea wenam vaitle cumves d

rectums. He has al so s aiciilrighsi Ipepple®bcdlor,0/an Jonbsetheseifoltks ¢hanttesk é4earo |l d boy stick figu
the human sperm, the God of the Bible designed it, areshd others have been out to get Pat Buchananoff TV] know f or sure, | dondt n
it was not designed to be emptied into an areathatisd eny hi m speeches, get hprsoocfoltuhmant ciatndcse | g aeyd .g udyTsh i ve
filled with feces, 6 and bteheant dgoanye sfeoxr wyoeud rds oamods irydesagrrss and years, and itds

tainly mean the extinct iusualsusfectstdbirgg the samething agair, but ndy viewNh e n

Signorile pointed out that maiffemale couples have is you write what you believe to be the truth, especialliParents use child as pawn against marriage

anal sex too, Wooden s aiifdouthdlieve iBissvitaly knmportanTth tee coustry Lieveequality

less of anal sex in and of itself but sex withamemberoh d t he country that ds sholdyparaddMatyland girehasimade a plea ifor senate
the same sex, 6 he tol d tMc@uadepoDirdctor ofiNewsandl EielddMedichat t lofficialb te vote against marriage equality. Sarah, a home
lieves any sexual activity is all right for a married, opp&L AAD, wr ot e t hat o) ust a-schoBledgil from Bdwie ,Maryldna, tlecideeto lse | i ¢
sitesex couple. O0Thi s pas't tobethesutht..d $oldé thoge ofjus who believehthatihér birthday as a platform to speak out against same
apology that the Bible allows a husband and a wife todivisive and discriminatory voices like his have no plasex marriage. In a video released Tuesday, the teenager
enjoy each other, 6 he s ainrdtipnalbiscussiotneabdutihe isdues fading bud counhavhgsesface is not showi is heard saying that it

verted desire to put your [penis] in the area ofanothet r y . 6 He suggests that roawohuelrd tbhea nt hbee i bnegs tb I bainretdh d a
man where his feces i s eoxscurpeproerntteerds, of trha tniko niatld sdo daelt oegour eo fw hgoa yh anda rar ihaagned. 6 r
bl e thing. 6 Wooden i s p apsessoring MSNBCttdremoue Byrleanan from®™MBNBEt at ement, the girl says t

Church of God in Christ in Raleigh and has made mamspould be givegredit for improving the tenorofour be gay, but | doné6t want t
public appearances in support of the &marriage nationaldi scour se. 6 She also expresses her sympathydbildrenof gay

equality amendment, which will go before North Caro- parents, saying she doesné
lina voters in May. Among other things, he is seeking Ropular conservative radio pundits imply that fused about whatds right a
mobilize AfricarAmerican support for the amendmenttd gays who contr ol Hol |l ywoodd6 are pedophil es

in his interview with LaBarbera, he denounced the ided
of any relationship between the LGBT rights moveme
and the black civil rights movement. AfrieAmericans,
he said, should o60say to
homosexual groups, how dare you compare your
wicked, deviant, immoral, selestructive, antihuman
sexual behavior to our b

Pat Buchanan says gay and blacks have been
after him for years

(HE

According to Media Matters, a recent broadcast of
|Cl ear Channel radi ods 0The John and Ken Showé in-
' cluded a discussion of the 69th Golden Globes Awards
with news contributor Shannon Farren. The show
.l which is widely known to focus on arthmigration

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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G\j\jDNEW 0Olt Gets Betterod comes to MT)

= _ _ Miss England pageant to have transgender contestant
MTVtoalr;intl -gay bullying specials C‘) D on 6 t s a y g a y é | awma k er not
Obama to communicate better with LGBT community

monetreatmentto halt her male puberty. Bullying led it."
Green to attempt suicide five times. She says she can
never thank her mother enough for saving Hiée. White House to host series of LGBT
conferences
Lawmaker finds you candth .=
. ™ g
of anti -gay hate
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The It Gets Better campaign, launched by Dan Savag
(pictured), in 2010 as a response to antigay bullying g
teen suicideis now an howlong special with appear-
ances by Zachary Quinto, Jake Shears, Chaz Bono,
Margaret Cho, Sia, and Adam Levine, rep@itgertain-
ment Weekl\EWs Tanner Stransky exclusively reports
that the advice columnisictivist will host the special,
also titledlt Gets Bettewhich will follow three young health, welbeing, security, justice, and equality for
people as they struggle with LGBT issues and will pre LGBT Americans. 6 |In a stat
miere simultaneously on Logo/MTV February 21. You are still free to preach against the alleged dangerisientifiedthe White House LGBT Conference on

of engaging in a homosexual lifestyle, as Tennessee $tatdthii  which will be held in Philadelphia on Feb. 16
Modeling scout asks once troubled transgender Sen. Stacey Campfield did recently. You are even freé as the inaugural event for the initiativEhe confer-
girl to enter Miss England pageant to assert-- as Campfield did, incorrectly that the HIV ence is set to feature remarks from Secretary of Health
epidemic began when a gay airline employee had sex& Human Services Kathleen Sebelius. The statement
with a monkey. Just don't think you're going to be ablesays the event8 which will take place from February
to go to downtown Knoxville, sit down for brunch at to June 20121 will be a collaboration between the
one of its better restaurants and enjoy thed flannel ~ White House Office of Public Engagement and other
hash topped with poached eggdecause the proprie- departments and agencies. Expected attendees include
tor just might refuse service to the likes of you. grassroots leaders, community organizers, advocates,
Campfield, a Republican who represents the Knoxvillstudentsand others. Future White House LGBT con-
area, has gained notoriety among gay supporters in ferences after the initial event will be held in other

'8 i \ ~ () P
The White House announced on Friday, Jan 30th, it
plans to host a series of LGBT conferences throughout
the country in early 2012
rectlydé from the administr

recent days for sponsoring legislation some call places throughout the country. Topics are set to in-
the "Don't Say Gay" bijlwhich would ban discussion ofclude housing and homelessness, saf®olsand com-
homosexuality in elementary and middiehools munities as well as HIV/AIDS preventidkccording to

He aired his assertions about the origins of HIV and the White House, more details will be made public
AIDS during an interview on OutQ, a gélyemed chan- later. Fred Sainz, vice president of communications at
nel on SiriusXM satellite radiaccording toTennessee the Human Rights Campaign, said the conferences

TV station WBIR. His hometown newspaper, the Knomreéa good sign that the adi
ville News Sentineteported that on Sunday, Campfield he needs of our community
walked into the Bistro at the Bijou restaurant for planned topics for discussion at the conferences is
brunch and was told he wasn't welcome by owner  employment discrimination. No federal law prohibits
Martha Boggs. (pictured center), "He's gone from beingorkplace discrimination against LGBT people. Advo-
stupid to dangerous," Boggs told the paper. "It's just neates have been pushing President Obama to issue an
way of standing up to a bully." Boggs said the senatorexecutive order barring federal dollars from going to
didn't say much, but "left graciously." News Sentinel contractors that lack LGBAnclusive nordiscrimination
reporter Matt Lakin noted that a sign in front of the  policies. Asked whether one of these conferences
restaurant on Mondayead: "Today's Special: Fried  would address employment discrimination, a White
Chicken. Crispy Chicken Livers. No Stacey." As of  House official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said,
Tuesday morning, more than 900 people have "liked"@aThe 1 i st of topics is not
"Recall TN State Senator Campfiefztiigeon Facebook,

An 18vyear old who wasorn male but has lived as a but Lakin notes that state legislators can only be re-

girl since the age of ten, was asked to enter the Miss moved by impeachment. Campfield stood by his asser-

Englandeautypageant by modeling scouts who had ntions in ablog postand mused about hiseatmentat

idea of her background. The aspiring model, Jackie the restaurant: "In the 60's my grandfather sat at the

Green, hopes to use the opportunity to speak out lunchcounters with the blacks in Knoxville to help

about bullying and transgender issues. According to theeak up the segregation of the races. | guess some

London TimesMi r r or, Gr een s ai deopl®siil suppont segrégatiort. Just segregation of

6Britainds Next Top Mo d ethodghtsSemeweoplehave il chenmy cial nights weaes

really surprised when scouts came up to me. Miss Engiolated under the 1964 civil rights act in that a person

l'and is a prestigiwmns |cdocapnetts denied servicelbased on tloeir religibus be-

good a chance as anyone.liéfs. Gamecatholic afd the catholicecleurtisdoes Bat g | a n d

became the UKO®s younge s tsupportdhe acsoEhomoaekualiyf | hael not thonghto p e r a -

tion in Thailand on her 16th birthday. Green says thatabout that much. "I just figured this is just another

she wanted to switch gender from the age of four. By example of the open minded tolerant left. They claim

ten she had | ong hair a ntaderancesfa divergegtipoints@fsvievu. nnfil someonet o

school. Her mother took her to a U.S. clinic for hor- actually has one. Then they don't know how to handle
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L " What did actress mean by sayi
® @PI@ fancy parties,” Besen said. "When people say it's a how big a role culture plays. A possibility not often

choice, they are greelighting an enormous amount of discussed is it's not the same for everybody."
abuse because if it's a choice, people will try to influ-

Everyone is asking what was she thinking, and ence and guide young people to what they perceive aéctress Cynthia Nixon, now staring on Broadway in
should Hollywood stars be considered our the right choice." Wit, is bisexual and that "is not a choice," she said in an
spokespeople exclusive statement tdhe Advocate

While the broader gay rights movement recognizes that
human sexuality exists on a spectrum, and has found"For me, it is a choice," she had said of being in a rela-
common cause with transgender and bisexual peopletionship with Christine Marinoni, who she halaild
Nixon may have unwittingly given aid and comfort to with and plans to marry. In a follewp interview with
those who want to deny samgex couples the right to  The Daily Beashe revealed that gay Episcopal bishop
marry, adopt children and secure equal spousal benefdgsneRobinson will be marrying the couple.
said Jennifer Pizer, legal director of the Williams Insti-
tute on Sexual Orientation and the Law, a pgay think It was while talking to théeasthat Nixon, who was in
tank based at the University of California, Los Angeles relationship with ananfor 15 years and had two
One of the factors courts consider in determining if a children said she's bisexual. And she admitted being
law is unconstitutional is whether members of the leery of identifying by any label, especially thet
minority group it targets share an unchangeable or  "Everybody likes to dump on the bisexuals," she told
"immutable" trait, Pizer noted. Although the definition the Beast.
of how fixed a characteristic has to be to qualify as
immutable still is evolving religious affiliation, for Outrage spreadnlinethat Nixon might be saying being
example, is recognized as grounds for equal protectiogay is not genetic, followed by discussions of whether it
i the U.S. Supreme Court still has not included sexualven matters. Now Nixon is clarifying her words in a
orientation among the traits "so integral to personhoodarefully thoughbut statement, with the hope that
it's not something the government should require peofinally what she intended to say comes through.
ple to change," she said.
"If gay people in this country had more confidence thatloping to put the issue behind her Nixon said, "My
their individual freedom was going to be respected, recent comments iThe New York Timegre about
Cynthia Nixon learned the hard way this week that then the temperature would lower a bit on the immutame and my personal story of being gay. | believe we all
when it comes to gay civil rights, the personal is alwayslity question because the idea of it being a choice have different ways we came to the gay community and
political. Very political. The actress, (pictured left withwouldn't seem to stack theleckagainst their rights,” we can't and shouldn't be pigedmwled into one cul-
fiancé and cgparent of their son, Christine Marinoni), Pizer said. tural narrative which can be uninclusive and disempow-
best known for portraying fiery lawyer Miranda Hobbes ering. However, to the extent that anyone wishes to
on "Sex and the City" is up to her perfectly arched  Nixon stirred the identity politics pot further when she interpret my words in a strictly legal context | would
eyebrows in controversy since The New York Times explained in a follovup interview with The Daily Beast like to clarify:
Magazine published a profile in which she was quotedhas week that she purposefully rejected identifying
saying that for her, being gay was a conscious choiceherself as bisexual even though her history suggested\ithile | don't often use the word, the technically pre-
Nixon is engaged to a woman with whom she has beemas an accurate term. "l don't pull out the "bisexual” cise term for my orientation is bisexual. | believe bi-
in a relationship for eight years. Before that, she spentvord because nobody likes the bisexuals. Everybody sexuality is not a choice, it is a fact. What | have
15 years and had two children with a man. likes to dump on the bisexuals," she said. "But | do  ‘chosen' is to be in a gay relationship.

completely feel that when | was in relationships with
"l understand that for many people it's not, but for memen | was in love and in lust with those men. And thetAs | said in thelimesand will say again here, | do,
it's a choice, and you don't get to define my gayness fomet (her fiancé) Christine and | fell in love and lust however, believe that most members of our community
me," Nixon said while recounting some of the flak gaywith her. | am completely the same person and | was fi as well as the majority of heterosexuds cannot

rights activists previously had given her for treading imot walking around in some kind of fog. | just re- and do not choose the gender of the persons with
similar territory. "A certain section of our community issponded to the people in front of me the way | truly whom they seek to have intimate relationships because,
very concerned that it not be seen as a choice, becaufst." unlike me, they are only attracted to one sex.

if it's a choice, then we could opt out. | say it doesn't

matter if we flew here or we swam here, it matters thaf\lithoughsciencehas not identified either a purely "Our community is not a monolith, thank goodness, any

we are here and we are one group and let us stop  biological or sociological basis for sexual orientation, more than America itself is.Ibok forward to and will
trying to make a litmus test for who is considered gay University of California, Davis psychologist Gregory continue to work toward the day when America recog-
and who is not." Herek, an expert on amtgay prejudice, said Nixon's  nizes all of us afsill and equal citizens."
experience is consistent with research showing that
To say that a certain segment of the gay community "isomen have an easier time moving between opposite
very concerned that it not be seen as a choice" is an and samesex partners.
understatement. Gay rights activists have worked hard
to combat the idea that people decide to be physicallyA surveyHerek conducted of gay men, lesbians and
attracted to samesex partners any more than they  bisexuals of both genders bore this out. Sixteen percent
choose to be attracted to oppositeex ones because of the lesbians surveyed reported they felt they had had
the question, so far unanswered by science, is often a fair amount of choice in their sexual orientations,
used by religious conservatives, including GOP presi-while only five percent of the gay men did. Among
dential candidate Rick Santorum and former candidatbisexuals, the figures were 40 percent for men and 45
Michelle Bachman, to argue that homosexuality is im-percent for women.
moral behavior, not an inherent trait.
What remains to be teased out, Herek said, is how a
Among the activists most horrified by Nixon's com-  representative national sample of heterosexuals would
ments was Truth Wins Out founder Wayne Besen, answer the same question, and what people mean when
whose organization monitors and tries to debunk pro-their sexual orientation was a choice or not. Are they
grams that claim to cure people of saraex attractions talking about their sexual desires? Acting on those
with therapy. Besen said he found the actress' analysidesires? Or simply the identity they choose to show to
irresponsible and flippant, despite her ample caveats.the world? "The nature vs. nurture debate really is
"Cynthia did not put adequate thought into the ramifi- passé," he said. "The debate is not really an either/or
cations of her words, and it is going to be used when debate in the vast majority of cases, but how much of
some kid comes out and their parents force them intoeach. We don't know how big a role biology plays and
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Fight for LGBT prom goers in Alabama continues
High school paper full of anti -gay content

prom with her and she had agreed. She allegedly theenvironment." "A child adopted into homosexuality will

Tuscaloosa schools told to respect LGBT prom went to speak to the vice principal to ask why they  get confused because everyone else will have two dif-

goers couldnt go together, but that he refused to speak to ferentgendered parents that can give them the correct

" 1 her about the issue. The letter to the school system hasnount of motherly nurturing and fatherly structure. In
11 11

@N CAMPUS

set a date of 1 February, and said that the school hasddChristian society, allowing homosexual couples to
stop their all eged 0c en sadaptishangoominations' plteeehtshid hssyarpld r t i
', leshian, gay, bisexual and transgender people and itsson, Tanner, who is in eighth grade, saw the article and
prohibition againstsame e x coup | es a taskedmeoutft.r'véhem | éaw this | was in shock," said
Wol fe says: O0At Br ook wo oUftechtlwhokseaisingifout childrenptiaree whoAre hid a r
schools, gay students and those perceived as gay fadeiological kids and the biological daughter of his part-

. unfairtreatment 6 According t o t hee Three areirethe, ShalvangszHool systemi tleen

may be taken against the school board if the requestsyoungest is 4. "l talked to the school superintendent; he
are not met. Wol fe sai d:sai@hewas shodkddeg UttechtgaadyCardsonuott ¢he t s
face serious harassment at school. No student shouldGreen Bay Pres&azette "appropriate steps are being

be singled out for unfair treatment or be denied their taken" to remedy the situation, but did not provide

basic rights at schodlast year a school in Birminghamdetails. He sent the following written statement:

Alabama backed down after telling a student she coultfhe Shawano School District would like to apologize
notwearagayrights¢ hi rt of or h er fopawvetensadiclesptinged in the Hawks Post newspa-
Also, in 2009, another school, also in Alabama, whichper. Proper judgment that reflects school district poli-
cancelled its prom after a lesbian student asked to brinigs needs to be exercised with articles printed in our

a date reversed its decisio@arrett said in the letter to school newspaper. Offensive articles cultivating a nega-
the school board that s htige emvaonrest oftdisrespept ara hot appuopriate @r f o r
others like me who feel trampled over by the school condoned by the Shawano School District. We sin-

and dondt al ways have ancerelypapotogize tomrydng wetmay have affanded ang

fort hemsel ves. 6 are taking steps to prevent items of this nature from
happening in the future." Uttecht said he's worried

Anti -gay column in high school paper creates about the lasting impact of the column. "I'm worried

outrage about how this is going to affect my kids," said Uttecht,

who also is an elected member of the Menominee
Indian Head Start Policy Council. "And I'm worried how
gay students in school will be treated. It took me a long
time to come out, and | think this just really sets things
back by being so closainded. This sets things back 20
or 30 years." "l know there are at least three openly
gay families in the district, there's probably more. What
effect is this going to have on my kids? And how are
other people going to react?" Free speech? David Hud-
son of the Washington, D.ased advocacy group
First Amendment Center said the column may be dis-
tasteful to some, but the student journalists were prac-

Demands have been made to the County Board of
Education in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, to respect LGBT
rights after alleged cases of negligence by staff memt
towards a gay student. A civil rights law firm, Southen
Poverty Law Center, has written to The Tuscaloosa
County Board of Education to demand that the consti-
tutional rights of gay and trarsudentsbe upheld,
according toTuscaloosa NewsThe letter specifies that
the schoolsand school board must allow gay students
to attend their proms with someone of the same sex, ticing their constitutional right to free speech. "l hope
and that they should not} N theylw@nB Squash any political viewpoints because of
rights. It states that in December 2011, a student of A gay couple with schoalge children is outraged over this," he said. "Bullying is a serious concern, and | don't
Brookwood High School, Elizabeth Garrett, was told by column in a local high school newspaper that cites take it lightly. But | hope it doesn't lead to squashing
Assistant Principal, Thad Fitzpatrick, that she would nBible passages and calls homosexuality a sin punishatiféerent viewpoints. | do think (gay adoption) is an

be allowed to attend her prom with another student ofby death. The column ran on the editorial page of Shassue people are deeply divided about. Hopefully, stu-
the same sex. Garrett was also allegedly told by Fitz- wano High School's Hawks Post recently as part of ardent journalists don't have to fear they'll be squashed if
patrick on 5 January to remove a hoody emblazoned opinion package about gay families who adopt childreifey take a controversial view." Editors and advisers
with the words o0War ni ng,Thefdmiasan dppoding\coluchisaying $exuél erierttabate tWgijob &f toning down language if it is too sensa-
60The Gay, d Proceed Wit h t6redoes nobdeterdinea person'sdhility tp raiseokiddiomad, Hudson said. "Freedom of speech includes
letter. The letter said that the hoody Garret was wear-"This is why kids commit suicide," said Nick Uttecht, speech about religious viewpoints," Hudson said. "If you
ing was intended as a lighthearted way of making a who is raising four children with his partner, Michael took that away, it could be seen as discrimination.
statement that gay people should be accepted. The McNelly. Uttecht told school district officials he thinks Someone could have an atheist opinion, and that's OK,
County School Board made a statement saying there the piece opposing gays as parents is hateful and shdoldl" "Any controversial issue is a lightning rod for

was no written record of the incidents described in thenot have run. He worries the strong language will hurtcensorship." Although students have the right to voice
letter, and no disciplinary action was taken against  his children and could leatudentsto bully gay class- their opinion, it doesn't mean they should say it in a
Garrett. Frank Costanzo, the School Board Superintemates. School officials apologized and said they will school paper, said Christine Smith, assistant professor
dent spoke at a press conference about the accusatioreziew the process for editing and producing the papesf psychology, human development and women's stud-
Saying that he had spoken to the administration at  "Offensive articles cultivating a negative environment igfs at the University of Wisconsi@Green Bay. "High
Brookwood High, Costanzo said that neither the disrespect are not appropriate or condoned by the  school students are at a time in their life when they are
county school board, or the school, had written policy Shawano School District," district Superintendent Toddeveloping intellectually and socially," she said. "To see
barring same sex students to attend social events to- Carlson said in a written statement. According to the something like this debated in the paper could be dev-
gether. He also said that a student wearing a garmen®010 U.S. Census, of 17,019 households in Shawanaastating. How would you feel if someone said your
saying they were gay, or that they were in support of County, 82 were samsex households, and nearly halffamily is abnormal, is not acceptable, that your parents
gay rights would not be repartedchildrenanttie bome. tnfWiscohsie, 13,6380 oevdr shéuld have been allowed to have you, that
dress code because it would not constitute being out of 2.28 million households in 2010 were sasex, they're not suitable to raise you?" "Of course, it's got to
Othreateningd or 0 daitosneyu pand SOG8®f those haeisetholelsshdd cll@®YénCA step be harmful. Kids this age are so worried about discov-
Sam Wolfe, said that Garret had been told by Fitz- back? The student newspaper column against ssere ering who they are and what they are. To have them
patrick to take off the hoody because it was couples says: "If one is a practicing Christian, Jesus told their family is immoral and not suitable has to be
odistractingdéd despite t hstatediratleetBibleé thahhomasexualityasqa) detestabléevastdtiagy Todetald by your peers, people you see in
she only had ashirt on. Wolfe also explained that act and sin which makes adopting wrong for homosexire hallways, these people who clearly have passed
Garrett had been asked by a female friend to go to thals because you would be raising teldin a sinfilled judgment.” She hopes good comes from it all.

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com



http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2012/01/26/tuscaloosa-schools-told-let-lesbians-go-to-prom/##
http://www.tuscaloosanews.com/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2012/01/26/tuscaloosa-schools-told-let-lesbians-go-to-prom/##
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2012/01/26/tuscaloosa-schools-told-let-lesbians-go-to-prom/##
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2012/01/26/tuscaloosa-schools-told-let-lesbians-go-to-prom/##
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2011/09/02/alabama-school-backs-down-over-students-gay-rights-t-shirt/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2011/09/02/alabama-school-backs-down-over-students-gay-rights-t-shirt/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2011/09/02/alabama-school-backs-down-over-students-gay-rights-t-shirt/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2009/11/12/alabama-school-backs-down-over-lesbians-prom-date/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2009/11/12/alabama-school-backs-down-over-lesbians-prom-date/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2009/11/12/alabama-school-backs-down-over-lesbians-prom-date/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-01-15/gay-parenting-shawano/52567228/1
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-01-15/gay-parenting-shawano/52567228/1
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-01-15/gay-parenting-shawano/52567228/1
http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/U.S.+Census
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-01-15/gay-parenting-shawano/52567228/1
http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/First+Amendment+Center
http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/Christine+Smith
http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/University+of+Wisconsin-Green+Bay

Page 20 Rainbow Blades,the Gay Grassroots newsletter

To SAY “l D@&’ Things look promising in Washington State
Marriage Equaliy starts down the isle in Congressman blasts governor over marriage stance

Washington state 116 mayors have signed support for marriage equality

A House committee on Monday, Jan 30, advanced a
proposal to legalize sarsex marriage in Washington included by lawmakers in 2007 to help seniors who fuel more controversy when he referred to Assembly-
state, and the Senate is expected to vote onitscom-d ondt r emarry out of f e aman RekdGusciora ane df twb apeny gay Ewntaleis n

panion bill within days. The House Judiciary Commitsion or Social Security benefits. in the state, a® n u mb n ot cendparing him to the
tee approved its gay marriage bill on a party line vote, segregationists George Wallace and Lester Maddox
with seven Democrats voting for it, argix Republicans Congressman John Lewis denounces Christie because of the referendum suggestion. According to
voting in opposition. Three Republican amendments referendum proposal ) NBCNews, Chri stiefs oppositi

were rejected, includingne that would have added
private businesses and individuals, such as bakers an
photographers, to the religious exemption in the meas ,
ure that doesndt require
churches to perform marr
them to penalties if the
couples. Rep. Jay RodneSRoqualmie, called the bill
0an act of raw political
of marriage. 6 0There has
tion to abandon traditio
nents of sameex marriage have already promised a
referendum battle at the ballot if the Legislature pass
the bill and itds signed
tle Democrat who is sponsoring one of the bills, said
Monday that he expects a floor vote on gay marriage In ) L days. o A state Senate pan
the Senate on Wednesday. A Senate committee voteﬁ;)ngressman John Lewis of Georgia visited New Jergey,ajity bill last Tuesday in arigarty line vote, and

to advanceMurrayods bill Pdﬁydslgd)}jllastegtgefsgggeétlorr f@gvt ChU\?.e e khe billiistexpected to come to the floor next month.
wasndt certain the Sen at@sieigtstate laungkars guym "'a%%gﬁ'ig@’rmﬁemssemblyjudiciary committee will hold a hearing
pass the measure, due to a handful of undecided De-PUPlic vote in a referendum. Lewis led the Student o, the pjll this Thursday morningsee related story on
mocrats. But last Monday, after the first public hearini\‘om"_OIent Coor_dlnatlng Committee and helped Q|rec ages 6 &7)

on the issue, a previously undecided Democratic send€ Pridge crossing of protesters in Seima, Ala., in 1965

tor, Mary Margaret Haugen of Camano Island, said sH3&t met with police brutality and became known as

would be the 25th and deciding vote in support of the © Bl oody Sunday. 0 He joi Mok m%BrQs%(fw%lf‘pﬁonl%rr}narﬁa'ées h Holt,
measure, all but ensuring its passage. The state HoudeW Jersey Assembly speaker Sheila Oliver, and othgfg, 5ty

already had secured enough votes to pass the bill, an@t @ N€Ws conference in Trenton to denounce the re- '
Democratic Gov. Chris Gregoire publicly endorsed thdnark from Christie last week tha~t civil rlghts‘actlwsts i
proposal earlier this month. The House bill is set to e 1950s and 660s owoul
advance to a fiscal committee, but a date for a hearingeferendum on civil rights rather than fighting and dyi
has not been set. The gay marriage bills have the back-" the streets of the So

ing of several prominent Pacific Northwest businessed/orked with the Reverend Martin Luther King Jr., said

including Microsoft, Nike and Starbucks. If a marriagethe slain civil rights leader used to say about interracig
' marriage that, oORaces do

bill is passed during this legislative session, gay and . Lo :
lesbian couples will be able to be wethrtingin June | ndividuals fall in love
unless opponents follow through on their threat to fleWant to fall in love and
a referendum to challenglel &itr bal SighesS Sen0y ySpf icdy nle
filed until after the bill is passed by the Legislature and€deral government or the state government o inter-
signed into law by Gregoire. Opponents then must tur € 1 € - It O0s a question o f
in 120,577 signatures by June 6. Samemarriage is uman rights. | think the day will come in New Jersey -
legal in New York, Connecticut, lowa, Massachusetts2nd all across our country when we will look back on : B

New Hampshire,Vermont and the District of Columbia, N1 S Period and say, 0 Wer,W&dfmajold fiave added telf name¥f thd'e ' €
Lawmakers in New Jersey and Maryland are expectedl 0! i Sh. 66 Lewi s, a co0s poRifgdidt of Mdrriade Rftialit) Suppbrters Shdofsfia®
to debate gay marriage this year, and Maine could seR§fense of Marriage Act, said he was invited to visit e, effort called Mayors for the Freedom to Marry,

gay marriage proposal on the November ballot. The state before the referendum controversy erupted by bringing the total to 116. (clockwise from left) Greg
Maine Legislature previously approved gay marriage,%ﬂﬂgressman Holt, one afine Democratic members gy nton ofPhoenix Mark Mallory of Cincinnati, Jim

it was rejected by a 2009 statewide vote, 53 percent tg1 (e New Jersey congressional delegation who S'gn%ﬁaison of Royal Oak, Mich., and Joe Gierlach of Neder-
47 percent. Washington state has had a domestic par letter earller.thls month urging state Iawmakers 0 jand, Colo., recently signed the pledge to fight for mar-
nership law since 2007 aPAssthemariagg eagalitybill.,Thepill failgd jn the ) gaye equality and encourage other lawmakers to take
riaged6 expansion of the S@'@F"ﬁg‘ Q1Q, ut Iagv? kers,in the Dgmogyatig a wp tiseicause Already on boardwere mayors of the

2009. Rep. Jamie PedersenSBattle, and sponsor of Ccontrolled legislature believe they can pass the bill thig ¢ |4rgest cities in the U.S.: Michael Bloomberg of New
the House bill, said th aSFSS'?‘v"‘@'F\h endp ig {?'%’ﬁry 20} Howeyer st yark, ahtmivevélaraigosa of Los Angeles, Rahm

tic partnership law has increased rights to gay and les! Uesday the Republican governor, one of Mitt Rom- 51, ¢ of Chicago, Annise Parker of Houston, and

bian couples, lawmakers have continued to hear from® €Y 0S most promi nent natyoMade s U0t €5 Preil|tafd At
people owhose families hhlasplgdgebtoevgtqlthg&)lﬂl,gvracggagsﬂlpt%?%s%on met if marriage equality w
cause they do not have the rights of civil marriage af- 1€ PrOSPECts for achieving enough bipartisan Supporig|oomperg said at a news conference earlier in the
forded to them. 6 ol 6m de® piPyefrideyChrisiem deW%suggqstﬁ)nf?rpw mbhy hat oFhe question is wh
position where we can c ofgendunontiesame day, A recentpoll showgd ey ors staindihg up for what is right in their cities, |

Under the bills being considered by the Legislature, tHQat 52% of New Jerse_y voter S_“ppF’” Sasexmar- - polieve that day will come sooner than most people

more than 9,300 couples currently registered in domel@9€- The governor tried to clarify his controversial 1§ 4 Awabsite d O Mayposi fer
tic partnerships would have two years to either dissolgMark, which met with outrage from AfricaAmerican o 1o Marry is a broacbased and nonpartisan group

their relationship or get married. Domestic partner-  °fficials and Democratic legislative leaders, during a ¢ 1avors who believe that all people should be able to
ships that arendt ended nﬁvysicogfpre_n{:eot_\/lor}p%ynl_-@sagi@f’the@f@rgngu’msWam ledi.n the |l ove and comm
automatically become marriages. DomesticpartnershfP1 tcivil rights activists owished they would ha\
would remain for senior couples where at least one  t€ OPtion, but the political climate did not permit it,

partner is 62 years old or older. That provision was Meaning they would nowin.” Christie only seemed to

puts him at odds with a bipartisan group of five former
New Jersey governors. The sixth former living elected
governor, Christie Todd Whitman, also supports equal
sights for samesex couples, but a spokeswoman called
bdetr position more oOonuanced
erbmeat sBhould just issue a legal document to all cou-
ples regardless of their sexual orientation. Speaker
Oliver made areference to the unfolding battle Monday
wheh sheiatroduced Lewis and said the congressman
wa@ppoisiting New Jersey oO0a
one of the great events in human history, the triumph

of the American ideal of liberty and equality for all over
deeproot@d aSdebeutal segregation, has been flipped

into an unfathomable sound bite in these past few

Ny

[
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Research shows LGBT families continue to change
DIVERS

g ing by lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) individuals wha000 and 2009. Sansex couples with adopted chil-
FA M I LI E w ship with a differensex partner. Differensex relation- higher level of education, and to have never been previ-

had children at a relatively young age while in a relatiainen are twice as likely to be White, to have obtained a

ships at a relatively young age are a common pathtoous |y married. oClearly, t

parenthood for LGB men and women. Gates analyses i se in adoptive parenting
Less but more diverse families in last 5 years show that LGB individuals are younger than AgBB  crease has seemingly been outpaced by fewer LGB
Proportionally fewer samsex couples are raisirghil-  individuals when they have their fishild(22.5years i ndi vi dual s havi rDgclinlngpsodiad r e

drentoday than in 2006, however their families reflectcompared to 24.1 years respectively), and individualsstigma toward LGB people may mean that more are
greater racial/ethnic and socioeconomic diversity thansamesex couples who were previously married are  coming out earlier in life and are becoming less likely to
often represented in the media and academic researcmuch more likely to have biological or stepchildren have children with differed e x par t ner s .
findings have significant implications for
research and policy. The geographic data
suggest that many sarsex couples with
children live in states with limited or no
legal protections for their families. Fur-
ther, the diverse portrait of LGB families
challenges scholars to broaden their
research on parenting by sarsex cou-
ples and statistical agencies to do a better
job of collecting data about LGBT indi-
viduals and their families. The research
draws on data from several population
based surveys, including the 2008 Gen-
eral Social Survey, the 20@alifornia
HealthInterview Survey, the US Census
Bureauds American Co
Census 2000, and the 2002 National
Survey of Family Growth. For more
12.5% information about this study, please visit:
http://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/
research/censugbtdemographics
studies/familformation-andraising
childrenamongsamesexcouples/

18.8%
18.3% 183

I990 21991 1992 1995 1954 189S 196 1997 199 1999 2000 001 2002 2005 M004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

% of samesex partner couples with children under the age of 18 in the home

according to new analyses by Williams
Distinguished Scholar Dr. Gary Gates,
published by thé\ational Council of Fan|
Relatons 0 These findi

7%
51% SI% % 52%
misconceptions about parenting among
samesex couples, particularly that thos 0% &0%
raising children are predominantly whit
urban and wealthy
Demographic data show significant div 2% 24%
sity among sameex couples with chil-
dren. These families live throughout thg  16% 16%
country: of samesex couples by region, 12%
26% in the South, 24% in New England
and 21% in the Pacific states are raisin .
children. Childrearing is substantially
3
&
:
3
<

higher among racial/ethnic minorities al
AfricanrAmericans, in particular, are 2.4
times more likely than their White coun
terparts to be raising children. Further,
among individuals in samsex couples
who did not finish high school, 43% ar¢g
raising children, and 20% of children
raised by samsex couples live in pov-
erty. Curiously, the proportion of same
sex couples raising children has begun
decline. In Census 2000, more than 17
of samesex couples were raising chil-
dren. That proportion peaked at 19% ir| Same- tex couphes Dt crent. ses covpler
2006 and has declined to 16% in
2009. Despite the decline, the number
of samesex couples raising children is
still much higher today than ten years ago since manythan those who were never married (23.5% compared

more couples are reporting themselves in Census Buto 9.5% respectively). Despite proportional declines in

reau data.In 2000, the Census reported about 63,000p ar ent i ng, Gatesd analyses show that adoptive par e
couples raising childrenToday, the figure is now more is clearly increasingAmong couples with children, the

than 110,000. The decrease in the proportion of cou- proportion of samesex couples who have adopted

ples raising children may be due to decreases in paredlildren has nearly doubled from 10% to 19% between

White
Alvican-American

Lating/a

White
Alrican-American

Lntind/a

Aslan/Pacific ander

American indan ALk native
Other, Incloding multi-cacial
Amencan Indan /ALy native
Other, miluding moltth cacial

% of individuals in couples with children under age 18 in the home, by race/ethnicity
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Stress dangers increase as gay men age

Bisexual women at higher risk of depression, drinking

UCLA: o0This study shines a |light on the mental hee
of a generation of gay men who survived the early years
of the AIDS crisis and came of age on the heels of the
0Sexual minority stressogaay rriisgkh tfso rmoovi edneerntg.ayo Whet her | egal marriage benef
men mental health within samgex couples in the way it has
» been proven to benefit differergex couples deserves
54 much more empirical attention, particularly given that
samesex marriage is not available in most states and
was only briefly available in Califo
tion to sexual orientation stigma, t
mental health was also negatively affected by having
experienced the loss of peers to AIDS. General aging
related stress, such as concerns ofi@ancesand inde-
pendence, also affected the mental health of these
midlife and older gay men. The study was based on self
administered questionnaire®mpletedin 2009 or 2010
by approximately 200 Hviegative and HPgositive
gayidentified men between the ages of 44 and 75. The
studied men were a subsample of participants in the
UCLA component of the Multicenter AIDS Cohort
A US study says sexual minority stress combined wittStudy, one of the largest and longest running natural
agerelated stress is endangering the mental health ofhistory studies of HIV/AIDS in the United States. The
middleaged and older gay men. Sexual minority stresgVilliams Institute is a think tank at UCLA which aims
was defined as a combination of men feelingtheneedte o0 advance sexual paliiemt.ad i on | aw and public
hide their sexuality or concern that others avoided
them because of it. Published in the American Journal of
Public Healththe surveyof 200 seems to confirm
findings that legal marriage for sasex couples may
confer a unique protective effect against poor mental
health Having a samsex domestic partner or same
sex spouse boosted the emotional health of the studied
men, but having a sarsex legal spouse appeared to be
the most beneficial relationship arrangement. Lead
author Richard G. Wight of the Williams Institute at

Gay men would die sooner for better body

EA R‘ H into the body image ideal. The research was part of abody was to their partner. 51.4% of straight men said
: study commissioned by Central YMCA, the Succeed what their partner thought of their shape and weight

Foundation and the Centre for Appearance Researchwta s overy or extremely i mp
UWE Bristol into how men talk about their bodies.  with 49.4% of men. But only 20% of straight men said
Almost half of gay men would exchange at least Gay respondents were consistently more affectedbyt heir fri endsd opinions we
a year of life for a better body body concerns and more likely to make body comparief gay men. Dr Phillippa Diedrichs, who conducted the
. sons than straight men. They were also significanty st udy at UWE Bristol, said
“A 3\ more |ikely to use what ondraes thdtbodyymageustahissuesor everyorieedd ¢
: B . tal ké: speech that i mpl itheatwehepedtotake ®colladornative apdrogch towards f «
| eT endorses the traditional western standard of male  promoting an environment that values diversity in ap-
: attractiveness: tall, lean, muscular, toned body with pear ance and promotes heal
clear skin and a full head of hair. 91.2% of gays said tHeMCA 6 s Body Co ndimsdogpmomate c a m
make statements which reinforce this image, comparegabsitive body images in schools, at Parliament and
with the 77.4% of straight men. Nearly twice as manythrough research. 394 men were questioned for the
gay men as straight, 59% to 32%, said they compare study in November and Decemb@011.
themselves to bettetooking men. A third of gay men
said they compared themselves with men they thought
were less attractive, compared with 20% of straight
men. Rosi Prescott, CEO of Central YMCA, told Pink-
News.co.uk: 0This research shows that body i mage
anxiety is sadly much more of an issue for gay men.
0Today gay men are under enormous pressure about
their bodies, and we believe that a lack of body diver-
sity in the media, including the gay press, and a relent-

[ Q . less focus which values people based on appearance,
may in part explain why gay men are particularly sus-
A study released Jan 31st says 48% of UKgaymen cept i bl e to this issue. 0This is of concern when

would sacrifice a year or more of their lives in exchangaow that record numbers of men are taking steroids

for a perfect body. The research also said 10% of gayor having unnecessary cosmetic surgery to achieve

men wouldagreeto die more than 11 years earlier if what is often an unattainable or unrealistic body image

they could have their ideal body now. Nine in ten gay ideal. Central YMCA is campaigning to promote greater

men admit they enforce oObodydiemsily inthe medid and forayaquegpeopldtodlee an an d

muscular men in conversation. In comparison, only a given an opportunity to learn more about body image in

third of straight men said they would give ayearor schools 6 Str ai ght men came out narrowly ahead of gay:«
more for an ideal body shape, and 77% admitted buyiwwen rating how they important they thought their
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i Macyodos says 0]l dod to same (ge

. Ex-gay group looks for overseas money

in an online version of the company's catalogde.

group affiliated with the American Family Association is
now calling on Macy's to pull the ad, calling the retailer's
Macyds being attacked f oappamgrdsupportotghyurarmiage"andriespensitbeg
photos choice" that is "highly offensive and not farfrigndly
advertising," according to the website. "Just because gay
marriage is legal in a few states does not mean this is
appropriate marketing. As a conservative customer |
will not support it," the group reportedly saidMacy's
proudly serves a large and diverse marketplace, includ-
ing customers with a wide range of needs and prefer-
ences. We strive to embrace customers of all ethnic
backgrounds, ages, races, faith traditions, genders and
lifestyles through the products we sell and the content
of our marketing," Beth Charlton, a Macy's spokesman
told Fox News in a statement'Our goal is to be inclu-
sive. Not everything we sell or do will appeal to every-
one, but that is the nature of a free society where con-
sumers can make choices of their own," she said.

Department store giant Macy's is reportedly under
attack by a group affiliated with the American Family
Assaociation for the retailer's apparent support of gay
marriage. A Macy's catalogue sent to customers in the
mail shows a wedding cake with two groom figurines on
top, mynorthwest.com reported Tuesday, Jan 31. The
cake is stuffed in the back of an automobile with a li-
cense plate that reads "l do." The image was reportedly
part of an advertisement seeking to convince people to
join Macy's Star Rewards Program and does not appear

Now out, Johnny Weir to return to the ice
Super bowl fans to be greeted by anti -bullying billboards

marriedlife. "I'm very fulfilled, I'm very happy, and | feebuper bow! will feature billboards against
Flamboyant skater to gold for gold again like | have a partner in crime going into all of this crazanti -gay bullying

ness." But while he's found satisfaction in his personal

life, Weir, who is known for hilamboyant costumes

and routines says he hasn't lost his professional com-

petitive edge. "I've done very well for myself as a figure

skater, but | still have the drive to compete," he adds.

"First place, 20tlplace, it doesn't matter. My own per-

sonal feelings will be completely fulfilled with even the

process of trying to compete again." Weir plans to

train in Hackensack, N.J., and hopes to begin participat-

ing in local competitions by the summer. Hiiaining
Johnny Weir announced Thursday, Jan 18, that he willegimen will include three hours of skating a day, plus
return to competitive figure skating with the hopes of off-the-ice workouts to "try to get myself skinny and
competing in the 2014 Olympics in Sochi, Rudsaad beautiful and artistically prepared for the crazy world Football fans at this weekend's Super Bowl will be
says his new husband is the biggest supporter of his dioat is competitive figure skating.” "I want to show upgreeted by a message against antigay bullying, thanks to
to get back on the ice. "We're very proud of this deci-and be competitive and actually take this seriously," teedonation to the Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education
sion and it won't affect anything," said Weir, 27, who Skating with the Stgusigesaid. "This isn't a publicity ~ Network of some huge video billboards. Grazie Media
wed Victor Voronovin December."I'll still wash box- stunt." "l don't expect instantaneous results," he ad- donated the space and the screensatio GLSEN's
ers and cook dinner and clean the house and do everymits."| expect hardwork." Given his new training "Think Before You Speak" ad campaign, which features
thing I'm supposed to do as a happy husband." Weir,schedule, some hard work will fall on his mothedaw Hilary Duff, Wanda Sykes, and the NBA's Grant Hill,
who has not competed since the 2010 Olympics, saidas well. After quietly tying the knot at a New York City(pictured), speaking out against bullying. GLSEN Execu-
during a press conference that giving up his domesticCourthouse last month, Weir and Voronov are still  tive Director Eliza Byard said in a statement that the
newlywed routine will prove difficult, but that he's up planning to have a larger ceremony this summer, andads had "already reached millions of Americans across

for the challenge. "I've been velinge and running she is in charge of planning the event. "The actual cettee country and we are truly grateful for this opportu-
around and doing whatever | want and that's very fulfilhkony €é was very si mpl e anitydoincreaseyawaandsslamend a new kindl of udik n ¢
ing and lovely," he adds. "It gave me the opportunity tat least my family is expecting icicles and furandcraztnce about the negative i m

fall in love and get married and build a beautiful life foness for my wedding," Weir said. "So, you know, beinGLSEN points to research from the Ad Council show-

myself. But going back into competition, it will be so as happy as | am and loving everybody that | surrounéhg that after a year of the campaign's airing it has al-

tough to give up a lot of the extracurriculars and only myself with, | want to do a special party for them."  ready helped curb the use of derogatory phrases such
skate and only focus on the program ... I'm not excited as "that's so gay."

about it, but I'm prepared for it." "It's very nice to

come home and have somebody there that's excited to

see you and that you're excited to see," adds Weir on
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