
Many thanks and much love to 2 of our best friends as they move away  
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Our Missioné 
To bring together non-partisan activists         

to advocate for the full  

UNDERSTANDING , RESPECT,  

EQUALITY , and INCLUSION   
of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender 

persons living in Northwest Florida. 

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502            (850) 685-2881          GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com  

It is difficult for me to even say the words, and even harder to face the reality, that two of our strongest allies and 

dearest friends, have made the decision to move back up north.  Marge and Lou Cumpston are simply put, one of 
a kind.  While many in our community have great talents, skills, or desire to promote LGBT Equality, I know of no 
other people who do so with so much heart and soul.  Everyone who has come to know and love them have been 

forever changed, even those who have not had the privilege to know them personally have been greatly helped in 

ways that can not begin to be counted.  In both quite ways behind the scene ways, and very public vocal ways, they 
have always been there, with us, and for us, in everything they do.  More than anything they have showered us 
with their kindness, concern, and most of, their abundant love.  Whenever someone needed understanding, caring, 

uplifting, encouragement, or the comfort of having someone to love them, they were always there.  Many, includ-
ing myself, have come to look to them as what our ideal parents should be.  You could always count on them to 
show up, and speak up, at every organized event, program or effort, but more importantly we could count on 

them to show up, and speak up, on our behalf in all they did as they went about their day to day life.  If while 
standing in line at the check out a anti-gay comment was overheard, Marge made sure, using her òmotherly de-
meanor,ó to educate the offender of what they were putting out into the world, something many of us do not 

always have the courage to do for ourselves.  Supported by her husband, Lou, they were a powerhouse set out to 
kill homophobia and transphobia with truth and kindness.  While, Iike so many in our community, I look upon 
them in a paternal way, I also think of them as very dear friends.  While not wishing to appear ageist, I have always 

had trouble wrapping my head around the fact that they are a part of my grandparents generation.  The enthusiasm and zeal they embody easily transcended them into peo-
ple I instinctively feel are my contemporaries and peers.  I suppose thatõs way Brian (my partner) and I always looked so forward to doing anything socially with them. One 
more another reason they were so effective as allies for our community, they are just plain fun to be around.  Everyone, not just those in our LGBT community, could learn 

a lot from knowing Lou and Marge.  They live a life completely in the moment, being present and involved.  They hold steadfast to their integrity, and awareness that there is 
always an opening to do good.  While Marge was head of our local PFLAG, and served on several LGBT & HIV/AIDS boards or committees, she never had to rely on a posi-
tion or association to make her contributions, making our world better.  She did so as a caring, loving, and determined person no matter when, where, why, or how she 

could help.  Inside this newsletter, on page 9, other LGBT leaders are offering their words to Lou and Marge.    What I have tried to do, as I type through my tears, is to 

share some of òwhoó they are to me and our community.  While we all send warmth and love to Lou and Marge as they begin the next chapter of their life, even collectively 
I do not know how it could ever equal the amount of warmth and love they have given to us.  Lou and Marge, there will soon be miles between us, however neither of you 
will be leaving my (our) heart(s).  Thank you not only for what you have done for our community, but what you become to all of us.  Having you in our lives has made our 

lives better, having known you we can become better, if we follow your example.   
Best wishes, all my love, and friendship for all time, 
Doug Landreth 

 
 
 

 

SUPPORT YOUR EQUALITY HOUSE LGBT COMMUNITY CENTER : 
Opening Equality House in Pensacola was historic, providing new resources and opportunities never before available.  The Equality 

House Mission is: To provide a safe, comfortable, and welcoming space to serve as the social, educational, resource, and networking hub 

for the Pensacola area LGBT Community.  Operation of the Equality House is guided, operated, and funded solely by members of the 

local LGBT community who share our common goals. You can ensure that the doors stay open and more and more programs, activities, 

and events are offered by making a monthly pledge of support.   

 

I will contribute to the monthly operational expenses of the Equality House with a monthly pledge each in the amount of:  

[   ] $10     [   ] $15     [   ] $25     [   ] $50     [   ] $75     [   ] $100     [   ] $_____ 

(please include1st check payable to òEquality House,ó, each following month you will be sent an invoice) 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY  

Name ____________________________________ 

Street ____________________________________ 

City _____________________________________ 

State ______________ Zip ___________________ 

E-mail ____________________________________ 

Phone (______) _______ - ___________ 

mail to...  

Equality House 

18 S. DeVilliers St 

Pensacola, FL 32502 

donèt miss super bowl for the clueless 
on the last 2 pages of this newsletter!  
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SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

   

 

1 2 3 

 

4 

5 6 7 

 

8 9 10 11 

Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests. 

BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ Equality House   GREEN= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House    

PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality House     ORANGE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event away from Equality House      

 

6PM 
come enjoy a home 

cooked dinner of 
assorted home-
made soups, salad, 

cornbread, and 

desert  
$5 DONATION 

REQUESTED  

 

6-9PM             
come play one of 

our many games, 
or bring your  

favorite  
FEEL FREE TO 

BRING FINGER 
FOODS TO 

SHARE 

 

6:30PM 
come catch up with 

old friends or make 
new friends at this 
affordable buffet 

dinner at Panda 
China, 830 E    

Gregory Street  

6PM-8PM 
the Equality House 

will be reserved for 
persons 50 and 
above in order to 

provide them a  

relaxing atmosphere 

 

                 

COMBINED PARTY FOR MALES & FEMALES  

7PM 
we will finalize 2012 event de-

tails and plan spring fundraisers  

7:45PM 

we will appoint standing  
committees; member-

ship;  

nominating; fundraising;  

TUE FEB 7TH  

TUE FEB 7TH  

please note that this meeting is being held on a Tuesday instead of a 

Wednesday as there is a very important community wide meeting at 

Holy Cross MCC as they begin to heal and move forward with new 

leadership on Wednesday evening 

12NOON  
come join us in an 
around town bike 

ride, we will leave 
from Equality 
House and return 

for a òbring your 

ownó picnicó 
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13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 

 

22 23 
 

24 25 

Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests. 

BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ Equality House   GREEN= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House    

PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality House     ORANGE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event away from Equality House      

 

7PM 
if you are interested 

in being a volunteer 
at Equality House 
please come learn 

all there is to know 
about Gay       
Grassroots,     
Equality House, and 

PensacolaPRIDE, so 

you can have the 
information you 

need to greet and 
make comfortable 
all who visit our 

home  

6PM 
come enjoy good 

food and good 
friends, both old 
and new, bring a 

side dish or dessert 

to share   
BAKED CHICKEN 

& RICE PROVIDED  

 

WED 22nd & THUR 23rd  6 -9PM 
come by and video tape your own 

story in your own words, Coming 

Out, Life Changing Moments, 

Thoughts on Equality, It Gets  
Better, Etc., go on record with 

whatever you like  

 

FOR A PRIVATE 

FUNCTION  
if you would like 

to reserve  
Equality House for 

your function 

please contact us! 

7-9PM             
come share a fa-

vorite poem you 
have found or 
those that you 

have penned, this 
month we will 
focus on all thing 
of the hearté 

love, passion, 

heartbreak, etc.  
COFFE E & HOT-
TEA WILL BE 

PROVIDED, FEEL 
FREE TO BRING 
FINGER FOODS 

TO SHARE  

 

1PM             
come park at 

Equality House & 
walk with us to the 

parade 

4PM 
after the parade 

return to Equality 
House for an after-
noon of fun, 

games, and  

refreshments  
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6:30PM             
come park at 

Equality House & 
walk with us to the 

parade 
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Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests. 

BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ Equality House   GREEN= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House    

PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality House     ORANGE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event away from Equality House      

 

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

26 27 28 29 MARCH 1  MARCH 2  MARCH 3  

MARCH 4  MARCH 5  MARCH 6  MARCH 7  MARCH 8  MARCH 9  MARCH 10  

6PM-8PM 
the Equality House 

will be reserved for 
persons 50 and 
above in order to 

provide them a  

relaxing atmosphere 

 

                 

6:00PM 
current book 

òShineó by Lau-

ren Myrackle   

info Brian   

850 375-2524  

bdjeike@mac.com 

                 

6:30PM 
come catch up with 

old friends or make 
new friends at this 
affordable buffet 

dinner at Panda 
China, 830 E    

Gregory Street  

6-9PM             
come play one of 

our many games, 
or bring your  

favorite  
FEEL FREE TO 

BRING FINGER 
FOODS TO 

SHARE 

 

6-9PM             
come play one of 

our many games, 
or bring your  

favorite  
FEEL FREE TO 

BRING FINGER 
FOODS TO 

SHARE 

 

7PM 
come learn more 
about our rich lgbt 

history and discuss 

the film afterwards  
DETAILS ON 

PAGE 5 

6PM 
come enjoy a home 

cooked dinner of 
vegetable soup, 
meatball hoagie, 

salad, dessert, and 

iced tea  
$5 DONATION 

REQUESTED  

 

THE HOTTEST THING IN 

WICKLESS CANDLES  

25% of Sales Donated to Equality House  

Over 80 Scents to chose from        

Holders of every theme including nature, sports, military, holiday, and more!  

7PM-10PM 
FFEE  

Refreshments, 

Games, and  

Door Prizes! 

 
Stock up for 

Spring with 

many new 

items! 

12NOON  
come join us in an 
around town bike 

ride, we will leave 
from Equality 
House and return 

for a òbring your 

ownó picnicó 
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Last month in obserence of Martin Luther King Day, I was 

invited to participate in a panel discussion, hosted by the 
University of West Floridaõs Diverisity & Outreach Center, 
one the subject of whether LGBT Rights are an extension or 
misuse of the Civil Right Movement. I regret that a car 

accident prevented me from joining in the program.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to share my views on this sub-

ject hereé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Unfortunately, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., (pictured 

delivering his òI Have A Dreamó speech)  was assassi-
nated before the gay rights movement became a force 
on the American stage, so weõll never know for sure 

what he may have done to further the cause of gay and 
lesbian rights had he lived. Looking back we do have 
great examples of Dr. King standing up for his close 

friend, alley, and advisor Bayard Rustin; a gay man who 
wanted to live an honest and open life during a time 
when homosexuality was not to be spoken of.  And we 

have witnessed for ourselves the actions of the person 

who knew him best, his wife, Coretta Scott King.   

 
In King's day, though, gay rights was invisible on Amer-
ica's public policy radarscope, and homosexuality, 

among blacks and whites, was hushed up. There's not a 
word in any of his speeches or writings about homo-
sexuality or whether he believed the civil rights struggle 
was inclusive of gays. There is a way, however, to gauge 

what King's feelings were on the issue, and what he 
might say and do about it today. That gauge is the long 
time personal and political relationship that King had 

with Bayard Rustin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Best known as the driving force behind the historic 
1963 March on Washington, Rustin, (pictured walking 
with Dr. King), was a close King associate, ally, sup-

porter, and a known homosexual. In 1953, Rustin was 

convicted of morals charges. In the frozen mood of that 
day and time that was the parlance for homosexual 

acts. It carried a quick, and sometimes, stiff jail term. 

King knew this, the Kennedys, top FBI officials, black 

elected officials, civil rights leaders, and the tight circle 
of black ministers around King, knew it as well. That 

didn't deter King from embracing Rustin.  

 
At the high point of the 1956 Montgomery bus boycott 
that launched King into the national spotlight and over 
the vehement opposition of black ministers who called 
homosexuals and Rustin unsavory and evil, King invited 

Rustin to come to Montgomery as an advisor. A year 
later, King turned to Rustin and asked him to draft the 
resolutions and the organizational charter of his fledging 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference. He de-
manded that the SCLC board, mostly composed of 
black ministers, hire Rustin as its coordinator and publi-

cist. King didn't win that one. The board flatly turned 
him down, and though it was unstated, Rustin's homo-

sexuality was a major reason. 
 

The issue continued to dog King and his relationship 
with Rustin. Harlem Congressman Adam Clayton Pow-
ell publicly threatened to accuse King of having a homo-

sexual affair with Rustin if he didn't call off planned 
demonstrations at the 1960 Democratic Convention. 
King didn't buckle to Powell's blackmail threat and went 
ahead with the demonstrations anyway. During the next 

few years, the assault on Rustin's homosexuality, and 
the pressure on King to dump him, escalated. FBI Di-
rector J. Edgar Hoover, busy with his blatantly illegal 

spy campaign against King, publicly released wiretaps of 
scurrilous remarks King associates made about Rustin's 
homosexuality. On the eve of the March on Washing-

ton in 1963, South Carolina Sen. Strom Thurmond 
denounced Rustin on the Senate floor as a sexual per-
vert, and inserted a copy of his 1953 arrest booking slip 

in the Congressional Record. The Kennedys also flatly 

demanded that King get rid of him. King did not publicly 
break with Rustin. And when he did eventually distance 

himself politically from Rustin, he gave no public hint 
that his homosexuality was an issue. 
 
Mrs. King was certain that her husbandõs legacy was 

equality for all. To that end, she dedicated much of her 

time to LGBT equality issues before her death in 2006. 
òLike Martin, I donõt believe you can stand for freedom 
for one group of people and deny it to othersó, she 

would tell black civil rights leaders angered by gays and 
lesbians comparing their struggle to their own.  She 
would quote her husband and say, òI have worked too 

long and hard against segregated public accommoda-
tions to end up segregating my moral concern. Justice is 

indivisible.ó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mrs. King, (pictured with  Margie Adam at the 2000 

National Gay & Lesbian Task Forceõs Creating Change 
Conference), also fought off bigots who would co-opt 
MLKõs message and try to make it their own. In 2002, 

anti-gay advocates sought to repeal Miami-Dade 

Countyõs equal rights law by sending out fliers saying 
that King would be outraged at its gay-inclusive nature. 

Coretta responded through a statement put out by the 

King Center for Nonviolent Change saying, òI appeal to 

everybody who believes in Martin Luther King Jr.õs 
dream to make room at the table of brother and sister-

hood for lesbians and gay people.ó When George W. 
Bush came out on the White House lawn and, in a bid 
for reelection, told the press he supported a Constitu-
tional ban on gay marriage, Coretta again spoke up and 

reminded America of Kingõs legacy: òGay and lesbian 
people have families, and their families should have legal 
protection, whether by marriage or civil union. A con-

stitutional amendment banning same-sex marriages is a 
form of gay bashing and it would do nothing at all to 

protect traditional marriages.ó 

 
She had many close gay friends, including Winston 

Johnson, of Atlanta. Johnson, who is gay, met Mrs. King 
right after the assassination of her husband, Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. They became close friends and he even-

tually helped her begin her vocal gay advocacy after the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled in in 1986 in Bowers v. 
Hardwick, a case that arose from Atlanta taking the 

position that it was within a stateõs right to arrest gay 

people who violated the stateõs sodomy law.ó   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Her personal assistant, Lynn Cothren, (pictured be-
tween Mrs. King and Maya Angelou), a white, openly 

gay man, worked closely with her for 23 years. Mrs. 
King often joked that she was disappointed that, despite 

his name, Lynn was not a black woman. 

 
It has been a long, strange few years for the gay com-
munity, and if youõre like me, you have mixed feelings 

about the future. Our passions riled by the ever more 
obvious injustices done against gays and lesbians in the 
name of God or tradition, we look for leadership, hope 

and direction, waiting for a King or a Harvey Milk to 
come and lead us the way to a more fair and just Amer-
ica. We may not get that leader, but as we remember 

Dr. King, we should remember that the struggle for gay 
and lesbian rights is the continuation of his work, not 
some separate thing. The struggle for gay and lesbian 

equality is the defining civil rights cause of our time. 

Coretta Scott Kingõs legacy was to make that indisput-

able fact known far and wide. 
 

King risked much to work with and defend Rustin dur-
ing the tumultuous battles of the civil rights era. He 
valued him as an ally and a major player in the struggle. 
He also believed that deeply embodied in the civil rights 

fight was a person's right to be whom and what he was.  

 
There is a debate raging in the atmosphere about 
whether or not Dr. King would have been in favor of a 

ban on same-sex marriages. Even within King's own 
family, there is division on the issue.  In the ongoing 
quest to equate the plight of homosexuals with the civil 

rights movement, the epicenter of the fight came to 
Atlanta when his youngest daughter, Bernice King, also 
a minister, participated in a march in favor of a ban on 

same-sex marriages, called "Reigniting the Legacy" from  

(continues on page 6) 

Gay Rights ARE included in MLKõs dream 

http://www.blackcommentator.com/119/119_mlk_gays.html
http://www.gaypeopleschronicle.com/stories06/february/0203063.htm
http://www.queerty.com/what-would-mlk-have-said-about-gay-rights-ask-his-wife-20090119/
http://www.queerty.com/what-would-mlk-have-said-about-gay-rights-ask-his-wife-20090119/
http://www.southernvoice.com/today/index.cfm?blog_id=23496
http://www.southernvoice.com/today/index.cfm?blog_id=23496
http://www.queerty.com/what-would-mlk-have-said-about-gay-rights-ask-his-wife-20090119/
http://www.queerty.com/what-would-mlk-have-said-about-gay-rights-ask-his-wife-20090119/
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Our LGBT Resource 

Center continues to grow.  

We are building a  
collection of LGBT books 

and dvds that documents 

our LGBT history, and  

offer accurate  
information on all aspects 

of LGBT life, which may 

be check out or  
referenced during hours 

when Equality House is 

open. 

 

Thanks to our recent  
donors of materials for 

this effort:  

Marge Cumpston,  
Melanie Paradise, and 

Doug Landreth.  

Our LGBT Resource 

Center continues to grow.  

We are building a  
collection of LGBT books 

and dvds that documents 

our LGBT history, and  

offer accurate  
information on all aspects 

of LGBT life, which may 

be check out or  
referenced during hours 

when Equality House is 

open. 

 

Thanks to our recent  
donors of materials for 

this effort:  

Marge Cumpston,  
Melanie Paradise, and 

Doug Landreth.  

(continued from page 2) 

King memorial, saying "I know deep down in my sanctified 
soul that he (her farther) did not take a bullet for same-sex 

unions."  "I don't believe that people should be penalized 
for their affections, but we need to be clear on the 
purpose of sexuality and marriage, that purpose being 

procreation," she said.  Alveda C. King -- niece of the 
slain civil rights leader, founder of the faith-based King 
for America Inc. and a vocal opponent of gay marriage -- 

said she joined her cousin in the Atlanta march because 
she believes her uncle never intended gay rights to be 

part of the civil rights movement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
While King may have praised his daughter, (pictured at 
the anti-gay march, along with recently outed Atlanta 

mega-church Pastor Eddie Long ), and niece for having 
the courage and conviction to march for their beliefs, 
bigotry is still bigotry, whether it's racial or sexual ori-

entation. He would not have marched by her side. 

 
The reality is Dr.  King never spoke publicly about the 

issue of homosexuality, much less marriage equality, and 
today, the frame of reference is quite different. In spite 

of what his own wife may have said, it continues to be 
argued on where King would have stood on this 21st 
century issue.  King never publicly spoke on gay rights 

while leading the charge toward racial equality in the 
1950s and '60s, but the clash over gay marriage has 
prompted people close to his legacy to pick sides and 

interpret how they believe King would stand on the 
issue if he were alive. 
 
Coretta Scott King, a longtime supporter of gay rights, 

has often invoked her late husband's teachings while 
advocating tolerance and equality for homosexu-
als.  Most recently, she denounced the proposed na-

tional constitutional amendment to ban same-sex mar-
riage in a speech at New Jersey's Richard Stockton 
College. 

 
"Gay and lesbian people have families and their families 
should have legal protection, whether by marriage or 

civil union," she said in her March 23 address.  "A con-
stitutional amendment banning same-sex marriages is a 
form of gay bashing and it would do nothing at all to 

protect traditional marriages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martin Luther King III, (pictured at a 2006 rally), also 

has condemned homophobia.  As an organizer of the 

40th anniversary commemoration of the 1963 March on 
Washington, King and his mother invited gay, lesbian, 

bisexual and transgender groups to participate. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Beyond King's family, many who marched alongside him 

during the equality movement for blacks have drawn on 
his message of inclusion. "Martin Luther King was one of 
most tolerant and understanding and generous persons 
I've ever known, and I'd never heard him make a judg-

mental statement about anyone's sexuality except his 
own," said former United Nations ambassador Andrew 
Young, (pictured with Dr. King at a press conference), 

who was a top aide to King. 
 
U.S. Rep. John Lewis, who helped organize, and 

marched beside Dr. King, the March on Washington 
where King gave his famous "I Have a Dream" speech, 
has been a visible supporter of gay activists, filing a 

friend-of-the-court brief in the Massachusetts case that 
led to that state becoming the first in the nation to 

legalize same-sex marriage.  Reflecting on the anti-gay 

marriage march in which a  a small faction of the king  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
family participated Lewis, (pictured on an early Civil 
Rights March with Dr. King), said, ò"If Dr. King were here 
today, he wouldn't participate in this march, during the civil 

rights movement, we were trying to take discrimination out 

of the Constitution." (see related story on page 20) 
 
Discrimination of any kind is not something King would 

have stood for, said the Rev. Joseph Lowery, who co-
founded the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
with King.  "I don't recall any experience that would put 

Dr. King in the category of excluding people," he said. 
 
NAACP board chairman Julian Bond said he's encour-

aged that King's legacy continues to inspire people, but 
he cautioned against drawing any conclusions about a 
man who's no longer alive to speak for himself. "He is a 

handy weapon for both sides to wield.  But that's not 
new.  We hear all kinds of people quoting him to pro-
mote their point of view," Bond said.  "But if you're 
saying Martin Luther King wouldn't do this or would do 

that without any foundation, that's just your opinion."   

 

While this may be the case, it seems to me that anyone 

seeking the truth of what Dr. King thought about Gay 

Rights during his time, and where he most likely would 
stand today on issues pertaining to LGBT Equality 

would be wise to look to those who were fully engaged 
in the Civil Rights Movement at his side for guidance.  
Past historical records and the vast majority of the 
surviving warriors in the Civil Rights Movement of his 

time clearly illuminate Dr. Kingõs belief that equality was 

for all.   

 

Thatõs how I see it, 

Doug Landreth 

Editor, Rainbow Blades 

Gay Rights ARE included in MLKõs dream Gay Rights ARE included in MLKõs dream 
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Bike rides return SAT FEB 4 @ 12 NOON  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Now that the winter is mostly behind us and blue skys 
of spring are upon us, we are bring back our 1st Satur-

day of the month downtown bike rides.  This is a lei-
surely paced bike ride around the downtown water-
front and historic districts.  Level ground and plenty of 
shade make this a wonderful bike ride for everyone.  

We will depart from the Equality House at 12 noon on 
the 1st Saturday of each month (unless a change needs 
to be made for some reason and then an alternate 

Saturday will be chosen) a about a 1 hour ride before 
returning to the center for a òbring your own picnic.ó  
Everyone is encouraged to join us as we enjoy the great 

outdoors, we will leave promptly at 12 noon. 
 
1st LGBT poetry night will be held WED FEB 

15TH @ 7PM  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Equality House is pleased to announce the start of our 

òof Pride & Proseó LGBT poetry club.  The 3rd 
Wednesday of each month from 7-9pm (unless a con-
flict necessitates a change of date) all poets and lovers 

of poetry are invited to come share either some of 
their favorite poems or poems that they have written.  
Coffee and tea will be provided.  For this monthõs gath-

ering, being that this is February, we will focus on po-
ems of love, broken hearts, etc.  Thanks to Jorgan Britt 
for this idea, and wiliness to head up this group.  Due 

to wanting to create an environment conducive to 
poetry reading and discussion, this night is intended 
only for adults. 
 

 
 

 

Mardi Gras parade & party  SAT FEB 18TH @ 
1PM & 4PM  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Come park your car at Equality House and walk with us 
to the downtown Mardi Gras parade, afterwards we 
will return for an afternoon of fun, games, and refresh-

ments. 
 
Urgent need for volunteer hosts at Equality 

House TRAINING MON FEB 20TH @ 7PM  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Now that Equality House is fully independent we must 

staff our new home completely with volunteers.  Cur-
rently we are only able to have Equality House open 
during planned events or activities, not allowing our 

home to be open during days and times that it can 
serve as a drop in center.  We are in need of volunteer 
hosts that can make sure the doors are open while 

insuring that Equality House is a safe, comfortable, and 
welcoming place for first time and returning visitors.  In 
order to make sure that our volunteer hosts are 

knowledgeable about our Gay Grassroots organiza-
tions, our Equality House LGBT Community Center, 
and our annual PensacolaPRIDE Festival, along with 
knowing fact from fiction, and what our history, current 

situation, and future plans look like, we have put to-
gether a training program.  Our next Equality House 

Volunteer training will be Monday February 20th. We 

try to schedule volunteer trainings the 3rd Monday of 
each month. If you are interested in attending one of 

these please let us know. 
 
Barbara Hammerõs History Lessons documentary 
and discussion SAT FEB 18TH @ 7PM  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

A pioneering lesbian filmmaker, Barbara Hammer has 
made more than 70 shorts and features over the 
course of her career. History Lessons, her documentary 

about lesbianism throughout the 20th century, com-
bines radical sexual politics with a healthy dose of 
tongue-in-cheek humor. Using archival footage that 
goes back as far as the dawn of cinema, Hammer covers 

such diverse media as newsreels, "naturalist" nudies, 
classroom sex ed films, The Children's Hour, and actual 
lesbian bar police busts. She combines this footage with 

stage skits that subvert traditional "lesbian" imagery, as 
well as such non-screen sources as old pulp paperbacks 
and sensational tabloid headlines. Throughout the docu-

mentary Hammer also shows us her alter ego (Ann 
Maguire) searching for footage in a huge warehouse 
stocked full of film cans. ~ Rebecca Flint Marx, Rovi 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Bike rides return, poetry nights begin & Mardi Gras fun  

Equality House Volunteer training  

1st LGBT Documentary rescheduled  

http://video.barnesandnoble.com/CastCrew/Barbara-Hammer/c/605424/
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Jordan Britt  

Jordan turned his birthday into a gift to Equality House.  
Having received a birthday gift of a $50 Walmart gift 
card he decided to donate it to Equality House for the 

purchase of whatever items could be used in itõs day to 
day operations. Thanks, Jordan! 
 
 

 
 

Stephanie Walthour of Passion Parties and  our 

new Mary Kay friend  
Passion Parties Consultant Stephanie Walthour and a 
new friend of ours, (whoõs name I can not put my hand 

on, but will acknowledge in the future) of Mary Kay 
presented a January 13 combined party at Equality 
House.  Guests enjoyed a showing of òadultó toys and 
lingerie, and cosmetics which were available for pur-

chase.  Equality House received a portion of sales.   
 

Doug Landreth  

Doug hosted a òCircle of Friends Dinner Partyó at his 
house on  Monday January 9th.  Six guests enjoyed a 
five course dinner and lively conversation.  Guests were 

encouraged to make a donation in return.  Thus far $75 
has been raised from this effort.  You can read more 
about these dinners below. 

An easy way for you to raise money for YOUR true LGBT Community Center  

Can you throw a òNot To Be Missedó Party, or just grill a hot dog? We all love to get to-

gether with our own circle of friends.  Now you can add an new level of meaning to just such 

an afternoon or evening by turning your next get together into a òCircle of Friendsó fundrais-

ing house party.  The concept is simple.  Invite you own group of friends over for a dinner, 

cocktails, or dessert party and ask your guest to donate what they would have paid at a local 

restaurant for a similar experience to Equality House.  You can make the get together as laid 

back or as formal as you wish.  You set the date and time.  Gay Grassroots will be happy to 

provide you with invitations, loan you decorations, supply LGBT information materials, and 

even a speaker if you desire.  This is your chance to support Equality House with your own 

special flair.   Please contact us ASAP, letõs cover the whole area with circles of friends.  

Free Refreshments, Games, & Door Prizes  

THE HOTTEST THING IN 

WICKLESS CANDLES  

25% of Sales Donated to Equality House  

Over 80 Scents to chose from        

Holders of every theme including nature, sports, military, holiday, and more!  

 

NEW DATE!  
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It is with great regret that we say òfair welló to 

Marge and Lou Cumptson who have served qui-

etly behind the scenes supporting so many young 

gay men and women in our area and their par-

ents, as President of the òPensacola/Emerald 

Coast Chapter of PFLAGó.   To say they will be 

missed is an understatement of huge proportion, 

as I canõt even imagine the reality of knowing they 

arenõt here any longer.   

 
Over the past decade, I canõt think of a single 

instance when Marge and Lou have ever refused a 

request for help with anything Iõve asked of them.  

In addition, they always arrive enthusiastically 

with smiles and compassion for everyone.  They 

have been the òfamily of choiceó for so many 

whose own families have rejected them due to 

their sexuality and/or gender issues.   They have 

welcomed youth into their home for Holiday 

dinners, served Birthday parties annually for 

those who lack family connections, and answered 

phone calls late at night to assure our youth that 

òthey will be okó.  They do whatever it takes to 

assure the message gets through to them before 

hanging up, and then follow up in ways that go far 

above and beyond what most people can even 

imagine.  

 
In short, they are a true example of òlocal he-

roesó who can only serve at such a high level 

because of their deep heart-felt commitment to 

our LGBT youth.   We will be forever grateful for 

their service, and will remember them always as 

they make their way North.    My sense of loss is 

tempered only by my assurance that this move 

will provide them with much happiness through 

closer connections to their family.  I also know 

that another community will benefit from their 

presence and love, as their work will go on.   We 

will truly miss you both and will always treasure 

the time and energies you devoted to our LGBT 

family in Northwest Florida.   Remember too, 

that you will always be a part of our family no 

matter where you are, and will always be wel-

come back any time you can find time for a visit. 

 

Sincerely, 

Josh Menge 

Executive Director 

Red Ribbon Charitable Foundation, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OASIS is sad to have to bid farewell to Marge and 

Lou Cumpston who will be leaving our commu-

nity shortly. As leaders of PFLAG their leadership 

and compassion have assisted many families in 

finding acceptance and understanding of their gay, 

lesbian, bisexual and transgender family members. 

They have been extremely effective in bringing 

people to the table to discuss family values. They 

have certainly been a joy to work with and we 

will greatly miss them and their work on behalf of 

the community.  

 
We wish them well in their new life in a new 

community and we especially want to them to 

know they have our heartfelt thanks and grati-

tude. We give them our love and prayers as they 

transition into new and future endeavors. 

 

Peace, 

Butch McKay 

Executive Director 

Okaloosa AIDS Support & Informational Services 

 

 

 

As soon as Marge and Lou got to town they vol-

unteered to take over as Chair for the Pensacola 

PFLAG chapter. They never wavered, never gave 

up. They were a comfort to so many parents and 

their GLBT children in the Panhandle area. Marge 

and Lou helped put PFLAG Pensacola on the 

map, and carried on the great work of Bonnie 

Jean Bryant Smith and her husband, Bill. They 

have been outspoken champions of Human Rights 

ever since they arrived in town. I am so sorry to 

hear they are leaving. 

 

Love, 

Susan Frishkorn 

 

 

 
Marge and Lou,  Thank you so much for your 

work to promote fairness and equality to all peo-

ple.  You will be missed. 

 

Sincerely,  

Susan Watson 

Northwest Regional Director 

ACLU of Florida 

Others offer their words of thanks to Marge & Lou Cumpston  



Page 10 Volume 4, Issue 2  

www.GGnwfl.com            friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL   /   EqualityHouseLGBT   /   PensacolaPRIDE      

Gay Christian pioneer comes to Pensacola  

Gay Grassroots strives to best serve our local LGBT Community, part of this is by including  
information in this newsletter of important news and events taking place locally.  If you know of an 

item that should be included in a future issue of Rainbow Blades please let us know.  

Founder of Metropolitan Community Church comes to Pensacola as Holy Cross MCC navigates a time of change. The man who founded the nationõs first 

predominately-gay Christian denomination will be in Pensacola to help Holy Cross Metropolitan Commu-
nity Church celebrate its 35th anniversary.  Rev. Troy Perry, (pictured top), ð the former Pentecostal min-
ister who started MCC in 1968 ð will be the special guest at Holy Crossõ anniversary banquet on Saturday, 

Feb. 18, and then deliver the his message for Holy Cross at the regular church service at 10 a.m. the next 
day. 
 
The banquet will also serve as a celebration of the retirement of Rev. Lee Carlton, (pictured middle receiv-

ing the Gay Grassrootõs Cultivation Award from Doug Landreth), who currently serves as Holy Crossõ 
pastor emeritus. Carlton is the second longest serving pastor in MCC history, surpassed only by founder 
Troy Perry.  Carlton has served as both pastor and assistant pastor at Holy Cross over the years. The 

banquet starts at 7 p.m. and will be held at the church. Tickets are $20, with the meal catered by Appetite 
4 Life. Deadline to purchase tickets is Feb. 8. They may be purchased at church on Sunday or by contacting 
Chris Baxter at c_baxter@baxter-insurance.com. 

 

Holy Cross MCC is located at 3130 West Fairfield Drive in Pensacola (about a half mile west of W 
Street).  For more information about the church, call (850) 469-9090 or visit www.holycrossmcc.com.  

Holy Cross MCC has a membership of more than 200, including lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, hetero-
sexual, married, single, old, young,  African American, white, Asian American, Native American and differ-
ently-abled people. All are welcome. 

 
The 35th anniversary celebration comes at a time of transition for Holy Cross MCC. On Dec. 25, 2011, 
the congregation said goodbye to Rev. Sandra OõSteen, who had led the church for nearly 11 years ð the 
longest serving pastor in the churchõs history. 

 
In the absence of a pastor, the church is managed by the all-volunteer Board of Directors under the leader-
ship of Jes Morgan, who serves as acting moderator of the board. A host of other volunteers help run 

various aspects of the churchõs ministries.  An interim pastor could be in place at Holy Cross MCC as soon 
as March.   
 

In light of the recent events at Holy Cross MCC will embark on a òJourney Toward Healing.ó  The first 
offering will be òA gathering of the Holy Cross MCC community: for reflection, prayer, information and 
dialogue.ó on Wednesday February 8th at 7pm, facilitated by Rev. Elder Lillie Brock, (pictured bottom).  

Thursday February 9 to Saturday February 11 individual appointments with social worker Terry Curry are 
being made available to anyone wishing counseling during this time of transition.  Appointments can be 
made by calling the church office. Six appointments available per day, between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.  On Sun-

day February 12th the 10am Sunday Service will be a Worship Healing Service.  
 
Weekly services continue at the church every Sunday at 10 a.m., with various clergy members and other 
speakers sharing a message of encouragement and vision for Godõs will in our individual lives and the life of 

our church. 
 
Other services of the church include weekly in-home Bible studies called Circles of Grace and monthly 

social events. Our Sunday sermons are posted on our website. 
 
Holy Cross feels a strong calling to outreach in the community. 

 
Every Wednesday, the church provides a hot meal for the homeless and other food-insecure members of 
the community through our òBreaking Bread Ministry.ó  The church also maintains a food pantry that dis-

tributes non-perishables to those in need. 
 

Holy Cross MCCõs Benevolence Fund offers financial help to church members and others in the community 
who need assistance with needs such as utility bills, housing and prescriptions. 

 
Holy Cross MCCõs biggest outreach of the year occurs on Memorial Day weekend at Pensacola Beach, 
when church volunteers share the good news that God loves everyone just the way they are to the thou-

sands of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender visitors who celebrate the holiday here. 
 
MCC ð known by the denominational name Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches ð 

today has grown to more than 43,000 members and adherents in almost 300 congregations in 22 countries. 
 
(special thanks to Louis Cooper for submitting/writting the majority of this information) 

HCMCC embarks on a journey toward healing  

mailto:c_baxter@baxter-insurance.com
tel:%28850%29%20469-9090
http://www.holycrossmcc.com
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Order of Zeus Ball thrilled to be celebrating 20 years  

OASIS to host 15th HIV/AIDS conference  
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2012 marks the 20th Anniversary of The Order of Zeus Mardi Gras Balls.  This yearõs ball theme is òItõs 

A Thrilleró and will be held Saturday February 11th,.  The Order of Zeus was founded in 1992 by a small group 
of enthusiastic Mardi Gras participants who wanted to bring the thrill and excitement of the Mardi Gras experi-
ence east from Mobile, AL and New Orleans, LA. Several of the founding members of the order were former 

members of Mobile based groups who worked, lived and enjoyed life in the Pensacola area.  

 
The first ball was held at Zelica Grotto Hall in downtown Pensacola. It was the first and only Masquerade ball for 
the organization. Word of the elaborate ball and the production quickly grew and the ball was moved to the Bay 
Front Auditorium. After the Bay Front was no longer available and suitable for balls and gatherings we moved to 

the Pensacola Interstate Fairgrounds and Expo hall. In 2003 during a very lean time for the Order of Zeus they 
found ourselves financially strapped and wondering where they could have a ball and save money at the same 
time. Looking to Mount Olympus and the Gods who call it home for help they were rescued by some folks they 

have come to call friends and patrons over the past couple of years. Johnny Chisholm, Ted McCrary and the 
Emerald City Club came to the rescue and offered the use of the Temple on Garden Street to produce the ball. 
They stayed at the Temple for 2 years producing 2 wonderful balls, Let the Games Begin and Travel Experience ð 

Destinations Unknown. Once they moved from the Temple they relocated to the American Legion Hall on Bar-

rancus. This was a fun filled year that produced The Red Ball. Due to the ever growing popularity of our ball they 
found that the Legion Hall just could not accommodate them.  They headed back out to the Fairgrounds and 
Expo hall for the Holiday Ball. Elaborate tables and a breathtaking Tableau lead the eveningõs festivities. Great 

food and lotõs of spirited drinks help to make the Mardi Gras balls a success. And the ball themes have lead to 
quite a bit of conversation. Such themes as, Feathers, Leather and Lace, Around the World, Monarchs, Dames 
and Bitches, A Night on Mount Olympus, An Evening with Oscar, Zome Where Over the Rainbow, Disco Ball 

and in 2007 they celebrated their 15th Annual Ball with From Here to There, Dream it Be It. 2008 saw one of the 
finest performances and tableaus when they ventured to Broadway with the theme òFound on the Great White 
Wayó. Broadway musicals are always fun and the krewe did an excellent job in a grand finale number. Lions and 

tigers and bears, oh my 2009 ushered in òUnder the Big Topó. Fantasies, Fables and Fairytales and WZUS Pre-
sents On the Radio rounded out the first 20 years and have brought us to the celebration of 20 years. These 
themes leave lotõs to the imagination and even more to the eyes once you have had the pleasure to experience it 

first hand.  

 
Each year the krewe members work diligently to produce a successful ball. These balls are executed to please 
Zeus and Hera the emblems of the organization. Once a year they travel from Mount Olympus to the fair city of 

Pensacola to frolic and partake of the bounty offered by the members to their friends and guest. Zeus and Hera are chosen each year by the members of the organization in 

a secret ballot ceremony that is not revealed until the night of the ball. The outgoing Zeus and Hera relinquish their positions to the newly anointed emblems. Once in place 
all take head to the appointment of the King and Queen or King and King or Queen and Queen. This person or persons are chosen by the Ball Captain each year. The duty 
of the ball captain is to help in the production of the ball and Tableau. The ball captain uses a keen eye throughout the year in helping to come to the decision of who the 

new incoming Royalty of the order will be. The small and resilient membership of the order work year round in fund raising activities to help offset the cost and expendi-
tures of these elaborate balls. Each year the membership participates in the parades in downtown Pensacola area as well as each June they participate in welcoming Deluna 
and celebrating with the Fiesta of Five Flags Organization. Each June a ball is held to honor the Royalty of all the organizations in Pensacola hosted by Deluna his maid and 
court. The Order of Zeus has the distinction of winning the table decorating trophy five times. This is an outstanding honor for the group to be recognized by the Fiesta of 

Five Flags organization for our participation and hard work.  If you would like additional information on upcoming balls or on becoming a member of the Order of Zeus 

please contact them at www.orderofzeus.com or by writing to them at The Order of Zeus, Inc. P.O. Box 13695 Pensacola, FL 32591. 
 

OASIS is proud to announce their15 Annual Positive Living Conference. This nationally recognized 

HIV/AIDS conference will be held March 9-11, 2012 at the Ramada Plaza Beach Resort on beautiful Okaloosa 
Island in Fort Walton Beach. This is one of the last and largest consumer based conferences left in the country. 
Most conferences today are heavily attended by Medical and Social Work professionals, but Positive Livingõs main 

focus is on addressing the needs and concerns of those living with HIV/AIDS.  Last year the conference was 
attended by 445 individuals from 20 different states, District of Columbia and Uganda. The majority of attendees 
are from the southern United States, which has been disproportionately overlooked in most funding streams and 

service categories.  A major component of Positive Living each year is on training people to become their own 

advocates to change the disparity in services and funding. Activate! U Advocacy Academy will again take center 
stage on the first day to focus on what needs to happen to increase services in the south especially in rural areas.  
OASIS is excited to have an all star cast of presenters again this year and they hope everyone will plan now to 

attend. For information on registration please visit the OASIS web site at www.aidsoasis.org or call OASIS at 850
-314-0950. OASIS would like to thank the community for their continued support of Positive Living.  They wel-

come everyone to join them for an exciting, informative, and fun filled weekend. 
 

 
 
 

Gay Grassroots strives to best serve our local LGBT Community, part of this is by including  
information in this newsletter of important news and events taking place locally.  If you know of an 

item that should be included in a future issue of Rainbow Blades please let us know.  

mailto:orderofzeus@yahoo.com


Now out of the closest and living in gay mecca 
lawmaker continues to do little for LGBT  

equality  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Former U.S. Rep. Robert Bauman, (pictured with Presi-

dent Ford), a Republican who represented Marylandõs 
mostly rural Eastern Shore district from 1973 to 1981, 
was known at the time as a champion of conservative 
causes. Today, more than 30 years after a gay sex scan-

dal led to his ouster from office, he lives in the upscale 
gay enclave of Wilton Manors, a small city located just 
outside Fort Lauderdale. In an interview with the 

Washington Blade on the eve of Floridaõs Republican 
presidential primary, Bauman said he remains commit-
ted to conservative and libertarian principles but has 

shunned politics since 1982. òI think both parties are 
miserable,ó he said. òI donõt know what they stand for 
any more.ó Bauman added, òI think they mirror each 

other. I think they are both completely enthralled to 
Wall Street and the banks. I think they are controlled 

by the people that contribute money to them. And that 

goes for Obama and it goes for Gingrich.ó òThe only 
thing you can say for Romney is that heõs rich enough 
that maybe he wonõt be influenced by that,ó said 
Bauman. òI hate to say it, but I think heõs probably the 

least influenced by them because of his religion.ó 
Bauman, an attorney, said he voted earlier this month 
for GOP presidential contender Ron Paul, the congress-

man from Texas, as a òprotest vote.ó He said Paulõs 
outspoken call for reforming the nationõs politics and 
economic policies represents a refreshing alternative to 

the other candidates, even though Bauman acknowl-
edges some of Paulõs proposals are unrealistic. When 
asked about former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum, 

the fourth remaining contender in the GOP presidential 
race, Bauman shrugged and said he considered him òno 
better or no worseó than Romney or Gingrich. Bauman 
noted that some people he knows who share his disap-

pointment over the current state of U.S. politics no 
longer vote because they believe it òlends credenceó to 
a lousy system. òI donõt feel that way. Iõll keep fighting 

until I go,ó he said. In October 1980, then-U.S. Rep. 
Robert Bauman was widely believed to be the most 
conservative member of the House of Representatives. 

Admirers and critics alike recognized him as an articu-
late and formidable opponent of the Democrats who 
controlled both Congress and the White House at the 

time. But later that month, his status as a champion of 
conservative Republican causes and an admired husband 
and father of four children came crashing down. News 

surfaced that the FBI and D.C. police accused him of 
soliciting sex from a 16-year-old male prostitute who 
apparently used fake identification to land a job as a 
stripper in a D.C. gay bar called the Chesapeake House, 

the place where Bauman met him. Just four weeks 
before Bauman was expected to win re-election to a 

fourth term in Congress by a lopsided margin, he 

pleaded òno contestó in federal court to a misdemeanor 

charge of solicitation for prostitution. Under a plea 
bargain arrangement for first-time offenders, authorities 
called for a sentence of just six months probation, with 

no jail time, after which the charge was dropped. As an 
interesting aside, Bauman said he was represented in 
court by Baltimore attorney Tom OõMalley, the father 
of Marylandõs current governor, Martin OõMalley. 

Following what Bauman has called a grueling four-week 
climax to his election campaign, in which longtime sup-
porters turned against him, he lost his race for re-

election to Democrat Roy Dyson. At the urging of loyal 
supporters, Bauman threw his hat in the ring for a 
comeback in the 1982 election. But he was immediately 

challenged in the Republican primary by a former state 
senator who seized on the sex scandal that led to 
Baumanõs defeat two years earlier. òIt was almost to-

tally a personal campaign based on what happened to 

me,ó Bauman said. òAnd with three of my kids still living 
with me and my wife and I separating, I just said to 

myself, thatõs enough, and I withdrew. And I almost 
won the primary six weeks after I withdrew. My name 
was still on the ballot.ó His opponent in the primary 
lost overwhelmingly to Dyson in the November elec-

tion. òSo that was my last activity in politics,ó Bauman 
said. Over the next four years Bauman started a private 
law practice in Washington; worked briefly as a lobbyist 

for the newly created Gay Rights National Lobby, the 
forerunner to the Human Rights Campaign; and wrote 
a book called òThe Gentleman from Maryland: The 

Conscience of a Gay Conservative.ó The book, pub-
lished in 1986, has been praised by conservatives and 
liberals as an honest and painful account of Baumanõs 

struggle with his sexual orientation and alcoholism. 
Shortly after his book was published Bauman moved to 

Florida to take a job as an attorney with the U.S. De-

partment of Veterans Affairs office outside St. Peters-
burg. He said he left that job about a year later after 
deciding he was no longer interested in working within 
the federal bureaucracy. He next went to work as a 

freelance writer and attorney for a libertarian-oriented 
publishing company called Agora Publications. In 1998 
Bauman helped to found a subsidiary to the company 

called the Sovereign Society, which publishes email 
newsletters and books specializing in legal tax avoidance 
through the use of offshore investing. òI write for them 

on a regular basis for their daily e-newsletter that goes 
out to more than 335,000 people,ó he said. òAnd I 
write books. Iõve written five or six or more books on 

offshore financing and on places to invest off shore ð 
asset protect ðall of the things that Newt Gingrich has 
been railing against for the last few days,ó he said. 
Bauman takes strong exception to gay activists who 

accused him of pushing for anti-gay policies during his 
years in Congress. He said that with the exception of 
one vote ñ for a 1970s era amendment introduced by 

Rep. Larry McDonald (D-Ga.), which prohibited the 
U.S. Legal Services Administration from taking on gay 
rights cases ñ he never took a public position for or 

against gay rights. òI was a closeted homosexual. Taking 
on gay rights issues was the last thing in the world I 
wanted to do,ó he said. Now, Bauman said he fully 

supports civil rights and full equality for gays and trans-
gender people. But he said he isnõt ready to support 
legalization of same-sex marriage, a position he ac-

knowledges will upset gay activists. òI have never sup-
ported gay marriage,ó he said. òTo me, marriage is 
between a man and a woman. I donõt think you can 
replace centuries of religious tradition when it comes 

to marriage. It does not include two people of the same 
sex.ó He said he does support legal recognition of civil 

unions and domestic partnerships, saying same-sex 

couples joined in that form of legal relationship should 

be given all of the rights and benefits of marriage. 
 
New ruling provides both mothers with parental 

rights  
The 5th District Court of Appeals in Daytona Beach, 
Florida ruled that both members of a lesbian couple 
have equal parental rights over their child. The ruling 

overturned a lower court decision claiming that only 
the birth mother had rights to raise the child. One of 
the two women donated the egg which was fertilized 

then implanted into the womb of the other woman 
who carried the child to term. The couple lived in 
Brevard County. When the couple split, they fought 

over who should raise the baby girl. Originally a circuit 
court judge in Brevard County decided that under 
Florida law, the woman who gives birth is the mother. 

The 5th District Court of Appeal ruled that the U.S. 

and Florida constitutions trump Florida law and give 
parenting rights to both women and that Florida law 

has not kept up with the times. This was the first time a 
Florida appellate court has considered such a case. 
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Outed 30 years ago, FL transplant shuns LGBT issues  

Ruling overturned, both lesbian mothers have rights  
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Saying discrimination among LGBT persons 
does not exist, VA senate defeats protection bill  

Reflecting the recent switch from Democratic to Re-
publican control of the Virginia Senate, a bill aimed at 
prohibiting discrimination in state hiring on the basis of 
sexual orientation was defeated Tue Jan 31. The Senate 

General Laws and Technology Committee rejected Sen. 
Adam Ebbinõs bill, SB263, on an 8-7 party-line vote. 
A similar measure was passed by the Senate last year 

when it had a Democratic majority, only to be defeated 
in the Republican-led House of Delegates. Republicans 
won effective control of the Senate in the November 

election. Ebbin, D-Alexandria, had the support of labor 
unions, teacher and public-employee associations, and 
AARP, the over-50 lobby group. The socially conserva-

tive Family Foundation and the Virginia Association of 

Independent Baptists opposed the measure. Opponents 
argued that the bill is unneeded because there is no 

evidence that gays and lesbians face discrimination now. 
 
Condoms required for adult videos shot in LA  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
The Los Angeles City Council voted last week to intro-
duce a rule that condoms must be worn during porno-

graphic video shoots in the city. The AIDS Healthcare 
Foundation, the largest AIDS organization in the world, 
had been fighting a battle in Los Angeles for the new 

regulation. Rather than put the issue to a ballot, city 
council leaders voted 9-1 in favour of banning gay and 
straight ôbarebackõ video shoots in its environs. Council-

man Paul Koretz told the New York Times: òThe issue 
itself is so common sense and intuitive, why put the city 
through the costs and ordeal when the outcome is 

really preordained?ó òThis is a no-brainer of an issue. 
Itõs not going to cost us very much to enforce ñ we 
wonõt spend any more money enforcing this than we do 
any other law. And in this case, if you donõt follow the 

law, it will be on film.ó Michael Weinstein, the President 
of AHF, which provides services to more than 150,000 
people worldwide, described it as òa great day for the 

performers and safer sex in our societyó. In a statement 
he said: òThis is the first legislative body to take up the 
issue, and the near-unanimous support is very gratifying. 

When push comes to shove, people know this was the 
right thing to do.ó The only dissenting vote, by Mitchell 
Englander, was apparently cast for economic rather 

than ideological reasons. In October 2010, 24-year-old 
porn actor Derrick Burts contracted HIV after working 
on gay and straight adult film sets. He has since called 

for condoms to be made compulsory across the indus-
try. According to the AIDS Healthcare Foundation, Los 
Angeles public health statistics say that workers in the 
adult film industry are ten times more likely to be in-

fected with a sexually transmitted disease than the 
general public. Up to 25 cases of HIV are said to have 

been found in adult film actors since 2004. The organi-

zation was formed in Los Angeles in 1987 as the AIDS 
Hospice Foundation, with the mission to òfight for the 
living, and care for the dyingó. Though viewed as a 
public health issue by many, others consider the rule an 

imposition. Diane Duke, Chief Executive of the Free 
Speech Coalition, a trade group for the pornography 
business, said: òClearly this is about the government 

overreaching and intruding into consenting adultsõ deci-
sions. òOur standards and protocols are extremely 
effective and are working. They are taking something 

they know nothing about and imposing their morality 
on our industry.ó Weinstein said: òThey cannot just 
pick up their stakes and move to another state. Theyõd 

hardly be welcomed in West Virginia or Utah or Missis-

sippi, or even a place like Nevada, where legal prostitu-
tion is highly regulated and condoms are required. And 

we will follow them wherever they go.ó The ordinance 
will come into effect in 90 days and be enforced by 
police spot checks, the cost of which will be borne 
by pornographers. 

 
Gay lawmaker throws hat into ring to fill 
wounded congress woman's seat  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

An openly gay Arizona state lawmaker announced 
Tuesday, Jan 31, that he will enter the race to fill the 
congressional seat vacated by U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Gif-

fords (D-Ariz.), who resigned last week. Dr. Matt 
Heinz, a staff physician at Tucson Medical Center, and a 
member of the Arizona House of Representatives from 
the 29th District in Tucson, told reporters that he's 

similar to Giffords, politically. òMoving forward I believe 
the best thing that we can do is to honor her strength, 
and conviction, and her leadership, by getting some-

body, quickly, because we donõt have much time, into 
that seat who is going to carry forward in the tradition 
of moderate, bipartisan, common sense governance 

that she did so well for Southern Arizona," Heinz said. 
Arizona Governor Jan Brewer (R) declared a special 
primary election to fill Giffords seat on April 17, with 

the general election scheduled June 12. Heinz, 34, said 
that he plans to run for a full term in the fall in the new 
Congressional District 2, but said he would dropout of 

the spring special election race if Giffordsõ former dis-
trict director, Ron Barber, decided to run to finish 
Gifford's remaining current term. òI would be very 
supportive of (Barber) and in fact I would even direct 

my staff to gather signatures for him in the special elec-
tion, at which point I would divert my focus to the Aug. 

30 primary," he said. Heinz is one of four openly LGBT 

members of the Arizona state legislature, alongside 
Sens. Robert Meza (DðPhoenix), Paula Aboud (Dð
Tucson) and Jack Jackson (DðWindow Rock). Heinz 
said he has not committed to a decision whether or not 

heõll resign his state House seat during the race for the 
U.S. congressional seat. Giffords, popularly known as 
"Gabby," resigned from Congress, citing her continuing 

efforts toward recovery from the life altering head 
wound she suffered during an assassination attempt and 
shooting spree in Tucson last year that left six others 

dead. 
 
New Hampshire seeks to òprotectó businesses 

from having to serve same gender couples with 

their weddings  
Florists, caterers and other wedding-related businesses 

could turn away engaged gay couples under legislation 
before the House that opponents likened to segrega-
tion and Nazi Germany's race laws.  The House Judici-
ary Committee held a hearing Tuesday, Jan 31, on the 

bill, which would allow providers of wedding-related 
goods or services to withhold those services if they 
believe doing business with gay couples would violate 

their conscience or religious faith. The bill also would 
bar lawsuits against business owners in such situations.  
Bill sponsor Rep. Jerry Bergevin, R-Manchester, called it 

a "business protection bill" and said a person's personal 
religious beliefs should receive protection in his or her 
capacity as a service provider.  Noting that New Hamp-

shire protects against discrimination based on both 
religion and sexual orientation, Bergevin asked, "How 
do you strike a balance between them?"  State Rep. 

Cynthia Chase, D-Keene, called the bill "codified dis-
crimination" and the beginning of a "slippery slope."  
"When you begin to codify things for one group, pretty 
soon it's OK for that group, and then that group," 

Chase said.  Although the bill was presented in refer-
ence to gay marriage, opponents said allowing a 
"person's conscience or religious faith," as the bill reads, 

to determine whom they serve would open the door to 
discrimination against inter-faith and inter-racial cou-
ples, too.  "There are some religions that still believe 

that African-Americans and Caucasians shouldn't be 
able to marry. They would be allowed to discriminate 
against them under this bill," said New Hampshire Civil 

Liberties Union Executive Director Claire Ebel.  New 
Hampshire's gay marriage law already exempts 
churches and religious groups from being forced to 
officiate gay marriages or provide services, facilities and 

goods of any kind to participants. The bill would pro-
vide the same protections to individuals, which gay 
marriage opponents sought in 2009.  At the time, then-

state Senate Democratic Leader Maggie Hassan of 
Exeter said she had heard of no legal challenges filed by 
gays over businesses refusing to provide services for 

their civil unions in the 17 months civil unions had been 
legal in New Hampshire. No cases were mentioned in 
Tuesday's hearing either.  The committee has not is-

sued a recommendation on the bill. Once they make a 
recommendation, the bill will move to the full House 
for a vote.  Another bill facing a vote in the coming 

weeks would repeal gay marriage and replace it with 
civil unions of any two adults, including relatives. It 
would also allow individuals to refuse their services for 
a civil union's' ceremony and to refuse to treat the civil 

union as valid if it conflicted with their religious or 
moral beliefs.  
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Russian airline steward forced to marry female  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
A gay air steward for the Russian carrier Aeroflot was 

forced to marry a woman in order to keep his job, 
campaigners say. GayRussia.eu reported that campaign-
ers had filed notice of a demonstration after gay em-

ployee Maxim Kupreev suffered unusual kind of dis-
crimination by his employer. When Kupreev, 25, tried 
to found a gay support network at the airline, he was 

seemingly ordered to marry. The gay steward tied the 

knot with his school friend Sofia Mikhailova so he could 
keep his job at the end of last year, reportedly to mini-

mise publicity for his attempted LGBT network. A 
protest in Moscow on February 9th is being planned to 
coincide with the airlineõs 89th birthday. Nikolai Alek-
seev said: òôWe have already worked out a number of 

slogans which underline a double meaning of the word 
òmarriageó in Russian which we are going to communi-
cate with the public in the context of Aeroflotõs activi-

ties.ó The Russian word ʙʨʘʢ can mean both ômarriageõ 
and ôdefective articleõ. Protesters also want Aeroflot 

excluded from the global airline alliance òSky Teamó, 
which includes KLM, Air France, Delta and Korean Air 
among other operators. Last week, police in the Kalin-

ingrad outpost of Russia reportedly stopped a group of 
right-wing joggers after being wrongly tipped that they 
were staging an illegal gay pride parade. Ria Novosti 
reported that more than twenty right-wing joggers 

took to the streets of Sovetsk, a small town in the 
Baltic exclave, carrying Romanov flags of black, yellow 
and white emblazoned with the words òRussians 

choose sportó. Russian nationalists have used sporting 
events to promote patriotism and health in the past, 
but unsanctioned events are often disbanded by au-

thorities. It was not clear who tipped the police off. 
 
Germany to institutionalize 11 year old  

transgender girl  
News that an 11 year old transgender girl in Berlin, 
Germany, is about to be committed to a mental institu-

tion by local authorities ð following intervention by her 
absent father ð has prompted grave concern by the 
International LGBTQ Youth and Student Organization 
(IGLYO). A petition has also been started on 

change.org. According to a statement released by 

IGLYO, the girl, elsewhere identified only as òAlexó  
(Alexandra) lives with her mother, who supports her 

gender expression. However, the girlõs father, divorced 
and separated from her mother, strongly rejects this 
view of his daughterõs gender identity and wants to 

force her to grow up as a boy. If all else fails, there is a 
real and present possibility that pressure from her 
father, supported by the Youth Welfare Office in Berlin, 

means that Alex will shortly be confined in a closed 
ward of a psychiatric institution to ensure that òheó 
returns to ònormalityó. This is despite the fact that Alex 

claims, in an interview published earlier this month in 
online lifestyle magazine taz.de, that she has identified as 
female for as long as she can remember. She is accepted 
as female at school, and has been registered as such 

from her earliest days there. This led to conflict with 
her father, who insisted on calling her òAlexanderó and 
forcing her to wear boyõs clothes. When Alex reacted 

negatively, he accused her of being badly behaved. Her 

parents split over the matter of Alexõs gender. 
Now, with puberty fast approaching ð and Alex claiming 
she would rather die than go through the changes it is 
likely to bring about ð her father has besieged the 

Youth Office with written submissions. His motives are 
unclear: what is clear is that the child has not been 
examined by independent experts ð but a new member 

of staff in the Berlin Youth Office believes him and 
claims that the correct response to Alexõs suicide 
threats if she does not receive treatment for gender 

dysphoria is for her to be committed to a mental insti-
tution. Alex should be encouraged to identify with male 
role models and to follow male pursuits: female prefer-

ences would be discouraged. Thereafter, according to a 

proposal that has shocked Professor Udo Rauchfleisch, 
a recognized expert in the care and treatment of trans-

sexuality with the University of Basel, she should be 
separated from her mother and placed with foster 
parents. There are clear similarities between this and 
approaches adopted by John Money in respect of David 

Reimer and David Rekers with Kirk Murphy: both cases 
ended badly with the subsequent suicide of the individu-
als ð Reimer and Murphy ð who were the target of this 

reparative therapy. This is echoed by a statement from 
IGLYO. They write: òThe board of IGLYO strongly 
advocates the rights of transgender youth and are con-

cerned with the institutionalization of this happy and 
healthy child. We would like to highlight the endanger-
ment of forced òtherapyó to make children fit into the 

gender roles the society thinks are right for them. 
IGLYO follows the wealth of research that shows that 
reparative therapy regarding sexual orientation or 

gender identity can be seriously harmful to the child. 
òThe Board of IGLYO declares our solidarity with the 
girl and her mother. Moreover, we ask the authorities 
of Berlin to intervene with the actions of the Youth 

Welfare Office and stop the removal of the child from 
her mother. We find it extremely irresponsible and 
unacceptable to remove any child from a loving and 

supportive home without thorough research and con-
sultation with experts. òIn line with international human 
rights standards, IGLYO advocates for the best inter-

ests of the child. The institutionalization of this child 
violates many human rights instruments, including the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, and the European Con-
vention on Human Rights.ó The case is now being re-
ferred upward to Germanyõs supreme court. 
 

Ecuador moves to close remaining òex-gayó 
clinics 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The appointment of a lesbian politician as Ecuadorõs 

new health minister has caused a stir this week, as she 

announced a campaign to shut down religious ôlesbian 

cureõ clinics. Ecuadorian president, Rafael Correa, an-
nounced the appointment of Carina Vance Mafla, who is 
openly gay, as the newest member of his cabinet. The 
American-born activist hit the ground running, with an 

announcement that the health ministry will be working 
closely with lesbian rights group Fundacion Causana, 
and other civil rights groups, to shut down the remain-

ing religious clinics which promise to ôcureõ lesbians. 
Vance has been heavily involved in campaigning towards 
equal rights, and was previously the Executive Director 

of Fundacion Causana. In the past, she called for re-
forms of the countryõs health system, specifically for the 
closure of the ôgay cureõ religious clinics, the regulation 

of HIV treatment distribution, and to put an end to 

LGBT discrimination within the health system. A peti-
tion run by Change.org calling for the closure of such 

clinics raised 113,761 signatures, and is being welcomed 
as a victory. A similar petition on Allout.org currently 
has 64,650. The petitions had praised the government 
for the closure of over 30 clinics, but called for an end 

to the institutions, which ex-patients reported tortured 
and abused lesbians both physically and psychologically. 
Fundacion Causana, based in Quito, Ecuador, released a 

statement on the success of the campaign: òAfter ten 
years of outcry, the nation of Ecuador- through the 
Ministry of Public Health- has entered into a commit-

ment with civic organizations and society in general to 
deconstruct the belief that homosexuality is an illness 
and root our the use of torture in these clinics.ó This 

announcement has also meant further praise for the 
president Correa, who has been complimented for 
supporting a pro-LGBT constitution. The previous 

health minister, David Chiriboga, resigned this month 
after failing to reform Ecuadorõs failing health service. 
 
Tel Aviv best gay city, New Orleans in top 10  

Tel Aviv has been named the Best Gay City of 2011 in 
an international American Airlines competition to select 
the most popular destinations among LGBT tourists. 

Tel Aviv received 43 percent of the votes; New York 
City came in a distant second with 14 percent. The top 
10 cities also included Toronto, Sao Paulo, Madrid, 

London, New Orleans and Mexico City. The voting was 
held last month on AAõs website. The competition 
featured categories including Best Nightlife (won by 

New York City), Best Pride (San Francisco) and Best 
Sand & Sun (Sydney). Tel Aviv, which was marked as a 
favorite even before the voting concluded, was de-
scribed during the competition as the gay capital of the 

Middle East, both exotic and welcoming, with a Medi-
terranean òcõest la vieó attitude. 
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Deadline nears for PensacolaPRIDE art contest  
 

 

 
PensacolaPRIDE 2012 art contest has $100 cash 
prize  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
PensacolaPRIDE 2012 will join with other pride celebra-
tions around the world with use of the global theme 
òPride Links Us Together.ó  Submissions for artwork 

are now being accepted until midnight Feb 29, 2012.  
Artwork must include the words òPride Links Us To-
getheró and should be submitted via e-mail to Pensaco-

laPRIDE@gmail,com.  The winner will recieve $100 
cash and will be featured in the official PensacolaPRIDE 
program and Gay Grassroots website.  The Pensacola-

PRIDE steering committee reserves the right to modify 
artwork as it see if. 
 

PensacolaPRIDE announces tentative schedule 
SUN JUN 10TH 1, 3, 5, & 7PM NEW EVENT!  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Four selected award winning LGBT films will be 
screened. Cost will be $5 for all day, refreshments will 
be sold.  Location Bowden Building.  

 
MON JUNE 11TH 7PM NEW EVENT!  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Along with the presentation of Gay Grassrootõs Annual 
òLGBT Cultivation Awardó a guest speaker will give 

their insight into a topical issue.  Open bar, heavey hor 

dourves, and live auction.  Cost  $50.  Location TBA. 
Limited to 50 guests. 
 

TUE JUNE 12TH 7PM 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
All current city and county elected official will be in-

vited to this open forum where members of the LGBT 
Community can ask questions of their governmental 
officials. Cost FREE. Location Downtown Public Library. 

 

WED JUNE 13TH 6PM 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A dinner of home made chili, cole slaw, cornbread and 
brownies will be followed by squared dancing and coun-
try line dancing.  Beginner lessons will start each ses-

sion.  Cost $7 (or donation of 2 items for the food 
pantry and $5). Location HCMCC. 
 

THUR JUNE 14TH 7PM NEW EVENT!  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Come express yourself, or witness others, about your 

desire for LGBT equality.  Everyone will have the op-
portunity to create their own òLove Is Louderó art, to 
be displayed at our festival in the park on Saturday. All 

details TBA. 
 
FRI JUNE 15TH 7PM-11PM NEW EVENT!  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Come celebrate the repeal of Donõt Ask, Donõt Tell as 

we travel back in time to the 1940 where we can now 

dance and dine in public.  Dinner and Live òUSO Styleó 

stage revue in addition to dinner and cash bar.  A pro-
fessional photographer will be on had to take your 
portraits.  Military, 1940õs Vintage, or Formal Attire.  

Cost $45. Location Gregory Street Assembly Hall.  
Limited to 150 guests. 
 
SAT JUNE 16TH 11AM-6PM 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

An all day festival with live entertainment, arts and 

crafts, and food vendors.  Cost FREE.  Location Old 

Seville Square. 
 

SAT JUNE 16TH 7PM-10PM NEW EVENT!  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
All area youth, 21 years and under, are invited to this 
LGBT Inclusive Prom.  Dancing to a DJ and refresh-
ments provided.  Adult chaperones will ensure that this 

event remains alcohol and drug free.  A professional 
photographer will be on hand to take your portrait.  
Semi-formal Attire.  Cost $20. Location Gregory Street 

Assembly Hall.  Limited to 150 guests. 

 
SUN JUNE 17TH 2:30PM NEW EVENT!  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Enjoy a live performance of a selected LGBT themed 
production.  This show may include mature subject 

matter or language.  Cost $10.  Refreshments will be 
sold. Location Bowden Building.  Limited seating of 60. 
 

PLUS WE ANTICIPATE LOCAL BARS AND CLUBS TO 
COME ON BOARD WITH AFTER EVENT PARTIES. 
  

 

 

Sneak peak at PensacolaPRIDE 2012!  

PENSACOLA PRIDE MEETING TUE FEB 7TH @ 7PM  

 

We need everyoneõs help to pull off such an ambitious  
PensacolaPRIDE.  We have a great schedule planned, but 

there is no way for it to all come together without much more 

help early on.  Please make it a point to attend.   

Please note that this is a day earlier than normal due to an  
important meeting at HCMCC on our regular 2nd Wednesday 

night meeting.  
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Preacher says gays are wicked, deviant,  
immoral, self -destructive, and gay sex is sick  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Patrick Wooden, a North Carolina pastor active in the 

push to amend that stateõs constitution to ban same-sex 
marriage, used an appearance on Michelangelo Si-
gnorileõs radio show to defend his graphic and inflam-
matory comments about gay sex. Wooden has recently 

made statements, in an interview with antigay activist 
Peter LaBarbera, that many gay men must wear diapers 
for incontinence as a result of anal sex and offered 

undocumented anecdotes about objects including cell 
phones and baseball bats being removed from gay menõs 
rectums. He has also said, òThe God of the Bible made 

the human sperm, the God of the Bible designed it, and 
it was not designed to be emptied into an area that is 
filled with feces,ó and that gay sex would òmost cer-

tainly mean the extinction of the human race.ó  When 

Signorile pointed out that male-female couples have 
anal sex too, Wooden said thatõs OK. òThe issue was 

less of anal sex in and of itself but sex with a member of 
the same sex,ó he told the host. He added that he be-
lieves any sexual activity is all right for a married, oppo-
site-sex couple. òThis pastor is telling you without 

apology that the Bible allows a husband and a wife to 
enjoy each other,ó he said, but he thinks òitõs a per-
verted desire to put your [penis] in the area of another 

man where his feces is excremented, I think itõs a terri-
ble thing.ó Wooden is pastor of the Upper Room 
Church of God in Christ in Raleigh and has made many 

public appearances in support of the antiðmarriage 
equality amendment, which will go before North Caro-
lina voters in May. Among other things, he is seeking to 

mobilize African-American support for the amendment; 
in his interview with LaBarbera, he denounced the idea 

of any relationship between the LGBT rights movement 
and the black civil rights movement. African-Americans, 

he said, should òsay to the homosexual lobbyists, the 
homosexual groups, how dare you compare your 
wicked, deviant, immoral, self-destructive, antihuman 

sexual behavior to our beautiful skin color.ó  
 
Pat Buchanan says gay and blacks have been 

after him for years  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Right wing political commentator Pat Buchanan has said 
òmilitant gay rights groupsó and òpeople of coloró have 

been trying to take him off TV for òyears and years and 
yearsó. The comments follow his absence from network 
MSNBC, which many attribute to the publication of his 
book ôSuicide of a Superpower: Will America Survive to 

2025?õ. The book intends to answer the question of 
what happened to the America of the past in a racially 
diverse present and future. At one point, Buchanan says 

the rise of diversity in the US means white people òmay 
discover what it is like to ride in the back of the busó. 
In addition to discussions on the role of faith in a mod-

ern society, Buchanan questions whether the divisions 
between people of different politics and religions were 

smaller during forced segregation of races. He writes 

that in the past: òBlack and white lived apart, went to 
different schools and churches, played on different 
playgrounds, and went to different restaurants, bars, 

theaters, and soda fountains. But we shared a country 
and a culture. We were one nation. We were Ameri-
cans.ó Buchanan, appearing on the Hugh Hewitt Show, a 
radio talk program, said his absence from the screen 

since October 2011 had been due to health issues. 
Buchanan, referring to himself in the third person, said: 
òLook, for a long period of time the hard left, militant 

gay rights groups, militant ñ they call themselves civil 
rights groups, but Iõm not sure theyõre concerned about 
civil rights ñ people of color, Van Jones, these folks 

and others have been out to get Pat Buchanan off TV, 
deny him speeches, get his column cancelled. òThis has 
been done for years and years and years, and itõs the 

usual suspects doing the same thing again, but my view 

is you write what you believe to be the truth, especially 
if you believe it is vitally important to the country I love 

and the country thatõs so good to me.ó Aaron 
McQuade, Director of News and Field Media at 
GLAAD,wrote that òjust as Pat writes what he believes 
to be the truth [...] so do those of us who believe that 

divisive and discriminatory voices like his have no place 
in rational discussions about the issues facing our coun-
try.ó He suggests that rather than being blamed, 

òsupporters of rational dialogue who had a hand in 
pressuring MSNBC to remove Buchanan from MSNBC 
should be given credit for improving the tenor of our 

national discourse.ó 
 
Popular conservative radio pundits imply that 

ògays who control Hollywoodó are pedophiles 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

According to Media Matters, a recent broadcast of 
Clear Channel radioõs òThe John and Ken Showó in-
cluded a discussion of the 69th Golden Globes Awards 
with news contributor Shannon Farren. The show 

which is widely known to focus on anti-immigration 

advocacy found itself commenting on the òemaciatedó 
appearance of several actresses. Then host John Kobylt 

told Farren and fellow host Ken Chiampou that ògay 
guys control [...] the whole Hollywood look,ó and that 
because ògays like bodies that remind them of 14-year-
old boys,ó and so actresses have to look like ò14-year-

old-boy stick-figures.ó 
Excerpted from The John and Ken Show: 
FARREN: I donõt watch [awards shows] because every 

time I do, I just want to feed them a burger, every 
actress I see. I just want to feed them, they look so 
emaciated. 

KOBYLT: I know they look soðthatõs not attractive. 
CHIAMPOU: But thatõs the game though. They have to 

be more emaciated than the other famous actress. 

FARREN: Yeah, and this is the timeof year. 
KOBYLT: Thatõs right. And itõs because- 
CHIAMPOU: They get jealous and see photos of some-

one thinner than them. 
KOBYLT: Gay guys control the fashion industry and the 
casting industry and the whole Hollywood look. And 
gays like bodies that remind them of a 14-year-old boy. 

Guys like curves. Real guys like curves. Absolutely. 
Positively. Itõs biological, because a woman with curves 
looks like she can bear your children successfully, and 

thatõs biologically what a man is looking for. So, sexually 
a guy is much more turned on by a woman with curves 
than these 14-year-old boy stick figures. And thatõs how 

I know for sure, I donõt need to do any research or any 
proof that itõs gay guys who control the entire casting 
industry. 

 

Parents use child as pawn against marriage 
equality  

A 14-year-old Maryland girl has made a plea for senate 
officials to vote against marriage equality. Sarah, a home
-schooled girl from Bowie, Maryland, decided to use 
her birthday as a platform to speak out against same-

sex marriage. In a video released Tuesday, the teenager 
ñ whose face is not shown ñ is heard saying that it 
òwould be the best birthday present ever if you would 

vote no on gay marriage.ó Reading from a prepared 
statement, the girl says that òpeople have the choice to 
be gay, but I donõt want to be affected by their choice.ó 

She also expresses her sympathy for children of gay 
parents, saying she doesnõt want them to òto get con-
fused about whatõs right and OK.ó 
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Girl asks for marriage discrimination for birthday gift  

Pat Buchanan blames gays & black for his woes  

Preacher goes on and on about sickness of gay sex  

Talk show hosts say gay pedophiles control Hollywood  
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MTV to air anti -gay bullying specials  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The It Gets Better campaign, launched by Dan Savage, 
(pictured), in 2010 as a response to antigay bullying and 

teen suicide, is now an hour-long special with appear-
ances by Zachary Quinto, Jake Shears, Chaz Bono, 

Margaret Cho, Sia, and Adam Levine, reports Entertain-
ment Weekly. EW's Tanner Stransky exclusively reports 
that the advice columnist-activist will host the special, 

also titled It Gets Better, which will follow three young 
people as they struggle with LGBT issues and will pre-
miere simultaneously on Logo/MTV February 21. 

 
Modeling scout asks once troubled transgender 
girl to enter Miss England pageant  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 An 18-year old who was born male but has lived as a 
girl since the age of ten, was asked to enter the Miss 

England beauty pageant by modeling scouts who had no 
idea of her background. The aspiring model, Jackie 
Green, hopes to use the opportunity to speak out 

about bullying and transgender issues. According to the 
London Times-Mirror, Green said: òI went to the 
ôBritainõs Next Top Modelõ show in London and was 
really surprised when scouts came up to me. Miss Eng-

land is a prestigious competition. Iõd love to win. Iõve as 
good a chance as anyone.ó Green, from Leeds, England, 
became the UKõs youngest transsexual after an opera-

tion in Thailand on her 16th birthday. Green says that 
she wanted to switch gender from the age of four. By 
ten she had long hair and wore a girlõs uniform to 

school. Her mother took her to a U.S. clinic for hor-

mone treatment to halt her male puberty. Bullying led 
Green to attempt suicide five times. She says she can 
never thank her mother enough for saving her life. 

 
Lawmaker finds you canõt eat with a mouth full 
of anti -gay hate 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
You are still free to preach against the alleged dangers 

of engaging in a homosexual lifestyle, as Tennessee state 
Sen. Stacey Campfield did recently. You are even free 
to assert -- as Campfield did, incorrectly -- that the HIV 

epidemic began when a gay airline employee had sex 
with a monkey. Just don't think you're going to be able 
to go to downtown Knoxville, sit down for brunch at 

one of its better restaurants and enjoy the red flannel 
hash topped with poached eggs -- because the proprie-
tor just might refuse service to the likes of you. 
Campfield, a Republican who represents the Knoxville 

area, has gained notoriety among gay supporters in 
recent days for sponsoring legislation some call 
the "Don't Say Gay" bill, which would ban discussion of 

homosexuality in elementary and middle schools. 
He aired his assertions about the origins of HIV and 
AIDS during an interview on OutQ, a gay-themed chan-

nel on SiriusXM satellite radio, according to Tennessee 
TV station WBIR. His hometown newspaper, the Knox-
ville News Sentinel, reported that on Sunday, Campfield 

walked into the Bistro at the Bijou restaurant for 
brunch and was told he wasn't welcome by owner 
Martha Boggs. (pictured center), "He's gone from being 
stupid to dangerous," Boggs told the paper. "It's just my 

way of standing up to a bully." Boggs said the senator 
didn't say much, but "left graciously." News Sentinel 
reporter Matt Lakin noted that a sign in front of the 

restaurant on Monday read: "Today's Special: Fried 

Chicken. Crispy Chicken Livers. No Stacey." As of 
Tuesday morning, more than 900 people have "liked" a 

"Recall TN State Senator Campfield" page on Facebook, 
but Lakin notes that state legislators can only be re-
moved by impeachment. Campfield stood by his asser-

tions in a blog post and mused about his treatment at 
the restaurant: "In the 60's my grandfather sat at the 
lunch counters with the blacks in Knoxville to help 

break up the segregation of the races. I guess some 
people still support segregation. Just segregation of 
thought. Some people have told me my civil rights were 
violated under the 1964 civil rights act in that a person 

can not be denied service based on their religious be-
liefs. (I am catholic and the catholic church does not 
support the act of homosexuality) I had not thought 

about that much.  "I just figured this is just another 
example of the open minded tolerant left. They claim 
tolerances for divergent points of view.....Until someone 

actually has one. Then they don't know how to handle 

it." 
 
White House to host series of LGBT  

conferences  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
The White House announced on Friday, Jan 30th, it 

plans to host a series of LGBT conferences throughout 
the country in early 2012 so the public can òhear di-
rectlyó from the administration on efforts òto ensure 

health, well-being, security, justice, and equality for 
LGBT Americans.ó In a statement, the White House 
identified the White House LGBT Conference on 

Health ñ which will be held in Philadelphia on Feb. 16 
ñ as the inaugural event for the initiative. The confer-
ence is set to feature remarks from Secretary of Health 

& Human Services Kathleen Sebelius. The statement 
says the events ñ which will take place from February 
to June 2012 ñ will be a collaboration between the 

White House Office of Public Engagement and other 
departments and agencies. Expected attendees include 
grassroots leaders, community organizers, advocates, 
students and others. Future White House LGBT con-

ferences after the initial event will be held in other 
places throughout the country. Topics are set to in-
clude housing and homelessness, safe schools and com-

munities as well as HIV/AIDS prevention. According to 
the White House, more details will be made public 
later. Fred Sainz, vice president of communications at 

the Human Rights Campaign, said the conferences 
are óa good sign that the administration is attentive to 
the needs of our community.ó Absent from the list of 

planned topics for discussion at the conferences is 
employment discrimination. No federal law prohibits 
workplace discrimination against LGBT people. Advo-
cates have been pushing President Obama to issue an 

executive order barring federal dollars from going to 
contractors that lack LGBT-inclusive non-discrimination 
policies. Asked whether one of these conferences 

would address employment discrimination, a White 

House official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said, 
òThe list of topics is not comprehensive.ó 
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Miss England pageant to have transgender contestant  

òDonõt say gayó lawmaker not served by caf® owner 

Obama to communicate better with LGBT community  
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Everyone is asking what was she thinking, and 
should Hollywood stars be considered our 
spokespeople 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Cynthia Nixon learned the hard way this week that 

when it comes to gay civil rights, the personal is always 
political. Very political. The actress, (pictured left with 
fiancé and co-parent of their son, Christine Marinoni),  

best known for portraying fiery lawyer Miranda Hobbes 
on "Sex and the City" is up to her perfectly arched 
eyebrows in controversy since The New York Times 

Magazine published a profile in which she was quoted as 
saying that for her, being gay was a conscious choice. 

Nixon is engaged to a woman with whom she has been 
in a relationship for eight years. Before that, she spent 

15 years and had two children with a man. 
 
"I understand that for many people it's not, but for me 

it's a choice, and you don't get to define my gayness for 
me," Nixon said while recounting some of the flak gay 
rights activists previously had given her for treading in 

similar territory. "A certain section of our community is 
very concerned that it not be seen as a choice, because 
if it's a choice, then we could opt out. I say it doesn't 

matter if we flew here or we swam here, it matters that 
we are here and we are one group and let us stop 
trying to make a litmus test for who is considered gay 
and who is not." 

 
To say that a certain segment of the gay community "is 
very concerned that it not be seen as a choice" is an 

understatement. Gay rights activists have worked hard 
to combat the idea that people decide to be physically 
attracted to same-sex partners any more than they 

choose to be attracted to opposite-sex ones because 
the question, so far unanswered by science, is often 
used by religious conservatives, including GOP presi-

dential candidate Rick Santorum and former candidate 
Michelle Bachman, to argue that homosexuality is im-
moral behavior, not an inherent trait. 

 
Among the activists most horrified by Nixon's com-
ments was Truth Wins Out founder Wayne Besen, 
whose organization monitors and tries to debunk pro-

grams that claim to cure people of same-sex attractions 
with therapy. Besen said he found the actress' analysis 
irresponsible and flippant, despite her ample caveats. 

"Cynthia did not put adequate thought into the ramifi-
cations of her words, and it is going to be used when 

some kid comes out and their parents force them into 

some ex-gay camp while she's off drinking cocktails at 

fancy parties," Besen said. "When people say it's a 
choice, they are green-lighting an enormous amount of 

abuse because if it's a choice, people will try to influ-

ence and guide young people to what they perceive as 
the right choice." 
 
While the broader gay rights movement recognizes that 

human sexuality exists on a spectrum, and has found 
common cause with transgender and bisexual people, 
Nixon may have unwittingly given aid and comfort to 

those who want to deny same-sex couples the right to 
marry, adopt children and secure equal spousal benefits, 
said Jennifer Pizer, legal director of the Williams Insti-

tute on Sexual Orientation and the Law, a pro-gay think 
tank based at the University of California, Los Angeles. 
One of the factors courts consider in determining if a 

law is unconstitutional is whether members of the 
minority group it targets share an unchangeable or 
"immutable" trait, Pizer noted. Although the definition 

of how fixed a characteristic has to be to qualify as 
immutable still is evolving ñ religious affiliation, for 
example, is recognized as grounds for equal protection 
ñ the U.S. Supreme Court still has not included sexual 

orientation among the traits "so integral to personhood 
it's not something the government should require peo-
ple to change," she said. 

"If gay people in this country had more confidence that 
their individual freedom was going to be respected, 
then the temperature would lower a bit on the immuta-

bility question because the idea of it being a choice 
wouldn't seem to stack the deck against their rights," 
Pizer said. 

 
Nixon stirred the identity politics pot further when she 
explained in a follow-up interview with The Daily Beast 

this week that she purposefully rejected identifying 
herself as bisexual even though her history suggested it 

was an accurate term. "I don't pull out the "bisexual" 
word because nobody likes the bisexuals. Everybody 

likes to dump on the bisexuals," she said. "But I do 
completely feel that when I was in relationships with 
men, I was in love and in lust with those men. And then 

I met (her fiancé) Christine and I fell in love and lust 
with her. I am completely the same person and I was 
not walking around in some kind of fog. I just re-

sponded to the people in front of me the way I truly 
felt." 
 

Although science has not identified either a purely 
biological or sociological basis for sexual orientation, 
University of California, Davis psychologist Gregory 
Herek, an expert on anti-gay prejudice, said Nixon's 

experience is consistent with research showing that 
women have an easier time moving between opposite 
and same-sex partners. 

 
A survey Herek conducted of gay men, lesbians and 
bisexuals of both genders bore this out. Sixteen percent 

of the lesbians surveyed reported they felt they had had 
a fair amount of choice in their sexual orientations, 
while only five percent of the gay men did. Among 

bisexuals, the figures were 40 percent for men and 45 
percent for women. 
 

What remains to be teased out, Herek said, is how a 
representative national sample of heterosexuals would 
answer the same question, and what people mean when 
their sexual orientation was a choice or not. Are they 

talking about their sexual desires? Acting on those 
desires? Or simply the identity they choose to show to 
the world? "The nature vs. nurture debate really is 

passé," he said. "The debate is not really an either/or 
debate in the vast majority of cases, but how much of 

each. We don't know how big a role biology plays and 

how big a role culture plays. A possibility not often 
discussed is it's not the same for everybody." 

 

Actress Cynthia Nixon, now staring on Broadway in 
Wit, is bisexual and that "is not a choice," she said in an 
exclusive statement to The Advocate. 
 

"For me, it is a choice," she had said of being in a rela-
tionship with Christine Marinoni, who she has a child 
with and plans to marry. In a follow-up interview with 

The Daily Beast, she revealed that gay Episcopal bishop 
Gene Robinson will be marrying the couple. 
 

It was while talking to the Beast that Nixon, who was in 
a relationship with a man for 15 years and had two 
children, said she's bisexual. And she admitted being 

leery of identifying by any label, especially that one. 
"Everybody likes to dump on the bisexuals," she told 
the Beast. 

 
Outrage spread online that Nixon might be saying being 
gay is not genetic, followed by discussions of whether it 
even matters. Now Nixon is clarifying her words in a 

carefully thought-out statement, with the hope that 
finally what she intended to say comes through. 
 

Hoping to put the issue behind her Nixon said, "My 
recent comments in The New York Times were about 
me and my personal story of being gay. I believe we all 

have different ways we came to the gay community and 
we can't and shouldn't be pigeon-holed into one cul-
tural narrative which can be uninclusive and disempow-

ering. However, to the extent that anyone wishes to 
interpret my words in a strictly legal context I would 
like to clarify: 

 
"While I don't often use the word, the technically pre-

cise term for my orientation is bisexual. I believe bi-
sexuality is not a choice, it is a fact. What I have 

'chosen' is to be in a gay relationship. 
 
"As I said in the Times and will say again here, I do, 

however, believe that most members of our community 
ñ as well as the majority of heterosexuals ñ cannot 
and do not choose the gender of the persons with 

whom they seek to have intimate relationships because, 
unlike me, they are only attracted to one sex. 
 

"Our community is not a monolith, thank goodness, any 
more than America itself is. I look forward to and will 
continue to work toward the day when America recog-
nizes all of us as full and equal citizens." 

What did actress mean by saying òsexuality is a choiceó 
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Tuscaloosa schools told to respect LGBT prom 
goers 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Demands have been made to the County Board of 
Education in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, to respect LGBT 

rights after alleged cases of negligence by staff members 
towards a gay student. A civil rights law firm, Southern 
Poverty Law Center, has written to The Tuscaloosa 

County Board of Education to demand that the consti-
tutional rights of gay and trans students be upheld, 
according to Tuscaloosa News. The letter specifies that 
the schools and school board must allow gay students 

to attend their proms with someone of the same sex, 
and that they should not òcensoró the support of LGBT 
rights. It states that in December 2011, a student of 

Brookwood High School, Elizabeth Garrett, was told by 
Assistant Principal, Thad Fitzpatrick, that she would not 
be allowed to attend her prom with another student of 

the same sex. Garrett was also allegedly told by Fitz-
patrick on 5 January to remove a hoody emblazoned 
with the words òWarning, This Individual Infected With 

ôThe Gay,õ Proceed With Caution,ó according to the 
letter. The letter said that the hoody Garret was wear-
ing was intended as a lighthearted way of making a 
statement that gay people should be accepted. The 

County School Board made a statement saying there 
was no written record of the incidents described in the 
letter, and no disciplinary action was taken against 

Garrett. Frank Costanzo, the School Board Superinten-
dent spoke at a press conference about the accusations. 
Saying that he had spoken to the administration at 

Brookwood High, Costanzo said that neither the 
county school board, or the school, had written policy 
barring same sex students to attend social events to-

gether. He also said that a student wearing a garment 
saying they were gay, or that they were in support of 
gay rights would not be in violation of the schoolsõ 

dress code because it would not constitute being 
òthreateningó or òdisruptingó. The lead SPLC attorney, 
Sam Wolfe, said that Garret had been told by Fitz-
patrick to take off the hoody because it was 

òdistractingó despite the fact that it was a cold day and 
she only had a t-shirt on. Wolfe also explained that 

Garrett had been asked by a female friend to go to the 

prom with her and she had agreed. She allegedly then 

went to speak to the vice principal to ask why they 
couldnt go together, but that he refused to speak to 
her about the issue. The letter to the school system has 

set a date of 1 February, and said that the school has to 
stop their alleged òcensorship of speech supportive of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people and its 
prohibition against same-sex couples at the prom.ó 

Wolfe says: òAt Brookwood, like in too many Alabama 
schools, gay students and those perceived as gay face 
unfair treatment,ó According to the letter, legal action 

may be taken against the school board if the requests 
are not met. Wolfe said: òToo often, gay students also 
face serious harassment at school. No student should 

be singled out for unfair treatment or be denied their 
basic rights at school. Last year a school in Birmingham, 
Alabama backed down after telling a student she could 

not wear a gay rights t-shirt òfor her own safetyó. 

Also, in 2009, another school, also in Alabama, which 
cancelled its prom after a lesbian student asked to bring 

a date reversed its decision. Garrett said in the letter to 
the school board that she wants to speak out: òfor 
others like me who feel trampled over by the school 
and donõt always have an opportunity to stand up 

for themselves.ó 
 
Anti -gay column in high school paper creates 

outrage  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
A gay couple with school-age children is outraged over 

a column in a local high school newspaper that cites 
Bible passages and calls homosexuality a sin punishable 
by death. The column ran on the editorial page of Sha-

wano High School's Hawks Post recently as part of an 
opinion package about gay families who adopt children. 
There was an opposing column saying sexual orienta-

tion does not determine a person's ability to raise kids. 
"This is why kids commit suicide," said Nick Uttecht, 
who is raising four children with his partner, Michael 
McNelly. Uttecht told school district officials he thinks 

the piece opposing gays as parents is hateful and should 
not have run. He worries the strong language will hurt 
his children and could lead students to bully gay class-

mates.  School officials apologized and said they will 
review the process for editing and producing the paper. 
"Offensive articles cultivating a negative environment of 

disrespect are not appropriate or condoned by the 
Shawano School District," district Superintendent Todd 
Carlson said in a written statement. According to the 

2010 U.S. Census, of 17,019 households in Shawano 
County, 82 were same-sex households, and nearly half 
reported children in the home. In Wisconsin, 13,630 

out of 2.28 million households in 2010 were same-sex, 
and 5,978 of those households had children. A step 
back? The student newspaper column against same-sex 
couples says: "If one is a practicing Christian, Jesus 

states in the Bible that homosexuality is (a) detestable 
act and sin which makes adopting wrong for homosexu-

als because you would be raising the child in a sin-filled 

environment." "A child adopted into homosexuality will 

get confused because everyone else will have two dif-
ferent-gendered parents that can give them the correct 
amount of motherly nurturing and fatherly structure. In 

a Christian society, allowing homosexual couples to 
adopt is an abomination." Uttecht said his 13-year-old 
son, Tanner, who is in eighth grade, saw the article and 
asked about it. "When I saw this I was in shock," said 

Uttecht, who is raising four children, three who are his 
biological kids and the biological daughter of his part-
ner. Three are in the Shawano school system, the 

youngest is 4. "I talked to the school superintendent; he 
said he was shocked," Uttecht said. Carlson told the 
Green Bay Press-Gazette "appropriate steps are being 

taken" to remedy the situation, but did not provide 
details. He sent the following written statement: 
"The Shawano School District would like to apologize 

for a recent article printed in the Hawks Post newspa-

per. Proper judgment that reflects school district poli-
cies needs to be exercised with articles printed in our 

school newspaper. Offensive articles cultivating a nega-
tive environment of disrespect are not appropriate or 
condoned by the Shawano School District. We sin-
cerely apologize to anyone we may have offended and 

are taking steps to prevent items of this nature from 
happening in the future." Uttecht said he's worried 
about the lasting impact of the column. "I'm worried 

about how this is going to affect my kids," said Uttecht, 
who also is an elected member of the Menominee 
Indian Head Start Policy Council. "And I'm worried how 

gay students in school will be treated. It took me a long 
time to come out, and I think this just really sets things 
back by being so close-minded. This sets things back 20 

or 30 years." "I know there are at least three openly 
gay families in the district, there's probably more. What 
effect is this going to have on my kids? And how are 

other people going to react?" Free speech? David Hud-
son of the Washington, D.C.-based advocacy group 
First Amendment Center said the column may be dis-
tasteful to some, but the student journalists were prac-

ticing their constitutional right to free speech. "I hope 
they won't squash any political viewpoints because of 
this," he said. "Bullying is a serious concern, and I don't 

take it lightly. But I hope it doesn't lead to squashing 
different viewpoints. I do think (gay adoption) is an 
issue people are deeply divided about. Hopefully, stu-

dent journalists don't have to fear they'll be squashed if 
they take a controversial view." Editors and advisers 
have the job of toning down language if it is too sensa-

tional, Hudson said. "Freedom of speech includes 
speech about religious viewpoints," Hudson said. "If you 
took that away, it could be seen as discrimination. 
Someone could have an atheist opinion, and that's OK, 

too."  "Any controversial issue is a lightning rod for 
censorship." Although students have the right to voice 
their opinion, it doesn't mean they should say it in a 

school paper, said Christine Smith, assistant professor 
of psychology, human development and women's stud-
ies at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay. "High 

school students are at a time in their life when they are 
developing intellectually and socially," she said. "To see 
something like this debated in the paper could be dev-

astating. How would you feel if someone said your 
family is abnormal, is not acceptable, that your parents 
never should have been allowed to have you, that 

they're not suitable to raise you?" "Of course, it's got to 
be harmful. Kids this age are so worried about discov-
ering who they are and what they are. To have them 
told their family is immoral and not suitable has to be 

devastating. To be told by your peers, people you see in 
the hallways, these people who clearly have passed 

judgment." She hopes good comes from it all. 

Fight for LGBT prom goers in Alabama continues  

High school paper full of anti -gay content  
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Marriage Equality starts down the isle in  

Washington state  
A House committee on Monday, Jan 30, advanced a 
proposal to legalize same-sex marriage in Washington 
state, and the Senate is expected to vote on its com-

panion bill within days.  The House Judiciary Commit-
tee approved its gay marriage bill on a party line vote, 
with seven Democrats voting for it, and six Republicans 

voting in opposition. Three Republican amendments 
were rejected, including one that would have added 
private businesses and individuals, such as bakers and 

photographers, to the religious exemption in the meas-
ure that doesnõt require religious organizations or 
churches to perform marriages, and doesnõt subject 

them to penalties if they donõt marry gay or lesbian 
couples. Rep. Jay Rodne, R-Snoqualmie, called the bill 
òan act of raw political power to modify the definition 

of marriage.ó òThere has been no compelling justifica-

tion to abandon traditional marriage,ó he said. Oppo-
nents of same-sex marriage have already promised a 
referendum battle at the ballot if the Legislature passes 

the bill and itõs signed into law. Sen. Ed Murray, a Seat-
tle Democrat who is sponsoring one of the bills, said 
Monday that he expects a floor vote on gay marriage in 

the Senate on Wednesday. A Senate committee voted 
to advanceMurrayõs bill Friday. Before last week, it 
wasnõt certain the Senate would have the support to 

pass the measure, due to a handful of undecided De-
mocrats. But last Monday, after the first public hearing 
on the issue, a previously undecided Democratic sena-

tor, Mary Margaret Haugen of Camano Island, said she 
would be the 25th and deciding vote in support of the 
measure, all but ensuring its passage. The state House 

already had secured enough votes to pass the bill, and 
Democratic Gov. Chris Gregoire publicly endorsed the 
proposal earlier this month. The House bill is set to 

advance to a fiscal committee, but a date for a hearing 

has not been set. The gay marriage bills have the back-
ing of several prominent Pacific Northwest businesses, 
including Microsoft, Nike and Starbucks. If a marriage 

bill is passed during this legislative session, gay and 
lesbian couples will be able to be wed starting in June 
unless opponents follow through on their threat to file 

a referendum to challenge it. A referendum canõt be 
filed until after the bill is passed by the Legislature and 
signed into law by Gregoire. Opponents then must turn 

in 120,577 signatures by June 6. Same-sex marriage is 
legal in New York, Connecticut, Iowa, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire,Vermont and the District of Columbia. 
Lawmakers in New Jersey and Maryland are expected 

to debate gay marriage this year, and Maine could see a 
gay marriage proposal on the November ballot. The 
Maine Legislature previously approved gay marriage, but 

it was rejected by a 2009 statewide vote, 53 percent to 

47 percent. Washington state has had a domestic part-
nership law since 2007 and an òeverything but mar-

riageó expansion of the domestic partnership law since 
2009. Rep. Jamie Pedersen, D-Seattle, and sponsor of 
the House bill, said that even though the stateõs domes-

tic partnership law has increased rights to gay and les-
bian couples, lawmakers have continued to hear from 
people òwhose families have been disadvantaged be-

cause they do not have the rights of civil marriage af-
forded to them.ó òIõm delighted that we are finally at a 
position where we can correct that injustice,ó he said. 
Under the bills being considered by the Legislature, the 

more than 9,300 couples currently registered in domes-
tic partnerships would have two years to either dissolve 
their relationship or get married. Domestic partner-

ships that arenõt ended prior to June 30, 2014, would 
automatically become marriages. Domestic partnerships 
would remain for senior couples where at least one 

partner is 62 years old or older. That provision was 

included by lawmakers in 2007 to help seniors who 
donõt remarry out of fear they could lose certain pen-

sion or Social Security benefits. 
 
Congressman John Lewis denounces Christie 

referendum proposal  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Congressman John Lewis of Georgia visited New Jersey 
Monday and blasted the suggestion from Gov. Chris 
Christie that state lawmakers put marriage equality to a 

public vote in a referendum.  Lewis led the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee and helped direct 
the bridge crossing of protesters in Selma, Ala., in 1965 

that met with police brutality and became known as 
òBloody Sunday.ó He joined Congressman Rush Holt, 
New Jersey Assembly speaker Sheila Oliver, and others 

at a news conference in Trenton to denounce the re-
mark from Christie last week that civil rights activists in 
the 1950s and õ60s òwould have been happy to have a 

referendum on civil rights rather than fighting and dying 

in the streets of the South.ó Congressman Lewis, who 
worked with the Reverend Martin Luther King Jr., said 
the slain civil rights leader used to say about interracial 

marriage that, òRaces donõt fall in love and get married, 
individuals fall in love and get married.ó   òIf two men 
want to fall in love and get married, or two women, itõs 

their business,ó said Lewis. òItõs not the role of the 
federal government or the state government to inter-
vene. Itõs a question of human dignity, a question of 

human rights. I think the day will come in New Jersey 
and all across our country when we will look back on 
this period and say, ôWe were just silly. We were just 

foolish.õó Lewis, a cosponsor of the bill to repeal the 
Defense of Marriage Act, said he was invited to visit the 
state before the referendum controversy erupted by 
Congressman Holt, one of nine Democratic members 

of the New Jersey congressional delegation who signed 

a letter earlier this month urging state lawmakers to 
pass the marriage equality bill. The bill failed in the 

Senate in 2010, but lawmakers in the Democratic-
controlled legislature believe they can pass the bill this 
session, which ends in January 2014. However, last 

Tuesday the Republican governor, one of Mitt Rom-
neyõs most prominent national surrogates, reiterated 
his pledge to veto the bill, which called into question 

the prospects for achieving enough bipartisan support 
for an override. Christie made his suggestion for a 
referendum on the same day. A recent poll showed 
that 52% of New Jersey voters support same-sex mar-

riage.  The governor tried to clarify his controversial 
remark, which met with outrage from African-American 
officials and Democratic legislative leaders, during a 

news conference Monday. He said of the referendum 
that civil rights activists òwished they would have had 
the option, but the political climate did not permit it, 

meaning they would not win ."  Christie only seemed to 

fuel more controversy when he referred to Assembly-
man Reed Gusciora, one of two openly gay lawmakers 

in the state, as ònumbnutsó for comparing him to the 
segregationists George Wallace and Lester Maddox 
because of the referendum suggestion. According to 

NBC News , Christieõs opposition to marriage equality 
puts him at odds with a bipartisan group of five former 
New Jersey governors. The sixth former living elected 

governor, Christie Todd Whitman, also supports equal 
rights for same-sex couples, but a spokeswoman called 
her position more ònuancedó because she thinks gov-

ernment should just issue a legal document to all cou-
ples regardless of their sexual orientation. Speaker 
Oliver made a reference to the unfolding battle Monday 

when she introduced Lewis and said the congressman 

was visiting New Jersey òat a time when civil rights and 
one of the great events in human history, the triumph 
of the American ideal of liberty and equality for all over 

deep-rooted and brutal segregation, has been flipped 
into an unfathomable sound bite in these past few 
days.ó  A state Senate panel advanced the marriage 

equality bill last Tuesday in an 8-4 party line vote, and 
the bill is expected to come to the floor next month. 
The Assembly judiciary committee will hold a hearing 

on the bill this Thursday morning. (see related story on 
pages 6 &7) 
 

 
More mayors show support for marriage  
equality  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Four more mayors have added their names to the 
growing list of marriage equality supporters endorsing a 

new effort called Mayors for the Freedom to Marry, 
bringing the total to 116. (clockwise from left) Greg 
Stanton of Phoenix, Mark Mallory of Cincinnati, Jim 

Ellison of Royal Oak, Mich., and Joe Gierlach of Neder-

land, Colo., recently signed the pledge to fight for mar-
riage equality and encourage other lawmakers to take 

up the cause.  Already on board were mayors of the 
five largest cities in the U.S.: Michael Bloomberg of New 
York, Antonio Villaraigosa of Los Angeles, Rahm 

Emanuel of Chicago, Annise Parker of Houston, and 
Michael Nutter of Philadelphia. òFor me, the question is 
not if marriage equality will come to all 50 states,ó 

Bloomberg said at a news conference earlier in the 
month. òThe question is when, and with Americaõs 
mayors standing up for what is right in their cities, I 
believe that day will come sooner than most people 

think.ó  According to its website, òMayors for the Free-
dom to Marry is a broad-based and nonpartisan group 
of mayors who believe that all people should be able to 

share in the love and commitment of marriage.ó 
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Things look promising in Washington State  

116 mayors have signed support for marriage equality  

Congressman blasts governor over marriage stance  
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Less but more diverse families in last 5 years  
Proportionally fewer same-sex couples are raising chil-
dren today than in 2006, however their families reflect 

greater racial/ethnic and socioeconomic diversity than 
often represented in the media and academic research, 

according to new analyses by Williams 
Distinguished Scholar Dr. Gary Gates, 
published by the National Council of Family 

Relations. òThese findings debunk popular 
misconceptions about parenting among 
same-sex couples, particularly that those 

raising children are predominantly white, 
urban and wealthy,ó said author Gates. 
Demographic data show significant diver-

sity among same-sex couples with chil-
dren. These families live throughout the 
country: of same-sex couples by region, 

26% in the South, 24% in New England, 
and 21% in the Pacific states are raising 
children. Childrearing is substantially 
higher among racial/ethnic minorities and 

African-Americans, in particular, are 2.4 
times more likely than their White coun-

terparts to be raising children. Further, 

among individuals in same-sex couples 
who did not finish high school, 43% are 
raising children, and 20% of children 

raised by same-sex couples live in pov-
erty. Curiously, the proportion of same-
sex couples raising children has begun to 

decline.  In Census 2000, more than 17% 
of same-sex couples were raising chil-
dren.  That proportion peaked at 19% in 

2006 and has declined to 16% in 
2009.  Despite the decline, the number 
of same-sex couples raising children is 
still much higher today than ten years ago since many 

more couples are reporting themselves in Census Bu-
reau data.  In 2000, the Census reported about 63,000 
couples raising children.  Today, the figure is now more 

than 110,000. The decrease in the proportion of cou-

ples raising children may be due to decreases in parent-

ing by lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) individuals who 

had children at a relatively young age while in a relation-

ship with a different-sex partner. Different-sex relation-
ships at a relatively young age are a common path to 

parenthood for LGB men and women. Gates analyses 
show that LGB individuals are younger than non-LGB 
individuals when they have their first child (22.5 years 
compared to 24.1 years respectively), and individuals in 

same-sex couples who were previously married are 
much more likely to have biological or stepchildren 

than those who were never married (23.5% compared 

to 9.5% respectively). Despite proportional declines in 
parenting, Gatesõ analyses show that adoptive parenting 
is clearly increasing.  Among couples with children, the 

proportion of same-sex couples who have adopted 

children has nearly doubled from 10% to 19% between 

2000 and 2009. Same-sex couples with adopted chil-

dren are twice as likely to be White, to have obtained a 

higher level of education, and to have never been previ-
ously married. òClearly, the decade saw a substantial 

rise in adoptive parenting,ó said Gates, òbut this in-
crease has seemingly been outpaced by fewer LGB 
individuals having children early in life.ó  Declining social 
stigma toward LGB people may mean that more are 

coming out earlier in life and are becoming less likely to 
have children with different-sex partners. The studyõs 

findings have significant implications for 

research and policy. The geographic data 
suggest that many same-sex couples with 
children live in states with limited or no 

legal protections for their families. Fur-
ther, the diverse portrait of LGB families 
challenges scholars to broaden their 

research on parenting by same-sex cou-
ples and statistical agencies to do a better 
job of collecting data about LGBT indi-

viduals and their families. The research 
draws on data from several population-
based surveys, including the 2008 Gen-
eral Social Survey, the 2009 California 

Health Interview Survey, the US Census 
Bureauõs American Community Survey, 
Census 2000, and the 2002 National 

Survey of Family Growth. For more 
information about this study, please visit: 
http://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/

research/census-lgbt-demographics-
studies/family-formation-and-raising-
children-among-same-sex-couples/ 

Research shows LGBT families continue to change  

% of same-sex partner couples with children under the age of 18 in the home 

% of individuals in couples with children under age 18 in the home, by race/ethnicity 
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Almost half of gay men would exchange at least 
a year of life for a better body  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
A study released Jan 31st says 48% of UK gay men 

would sacrifice a year or more of their lives in exchange 
for a perfect body. The research also said 10% of gay 
men would agree to die more than 11 years earlier if 

they could have their ideal body now. Nine in ten gay 
men admit they enforce òunrealisticó images of lean and 
muscular men in conversation. In comparison, only a 

third of straight men said they would give a year or 

more for an ideal body shape, and 77% admitted buying 

into the body image ideal. The research was part of a 

study commissioned by Central YMCA, the Succeed 
Foundation and the Centre for Appearance Research at 
UWE Bristol into how men talk about their bodies. 

Gay respondents were consistently more affected by 
body concerns and more likely to make body compari-
sons than straight men. They were also significantly 
more likely to use what the study authors called òbody 

talkó: speech that implicitly or explicitly reinforces or 
endorses the traditional western standard of male 
attractiveness: tall, lean, muscular, toned body with 

clear skin and a full head of hair. 91.2% of gays said they 
make statements which reinforce this image, compared 
with the 77.4% of straight men. Nearly twice as many 

gay men as straight, 59% to 32%, said they compare 
themselves to better-looking men. A third of gay men 

said they compared themselves with men they thought 

were less attractive, compared with 20% of straight 
men. Rosi Prescott, CEO of Central YMCA, told Pink-
News.co.uk: òThis research shows that body image 

anxiety is sadly much more of an issue for gay men. 
òToday gay men are under enormous pressure about 
their bodies, and we believe that a lack of body diver-
sity in the media, including the gay press, and a relent-

less focus which values people based on appearance, 
may in part explain why gay men are particularly sus-
ceptible to this issue. òThis is of concern when we 

know that record numbers of men are taking steroids 
or having unnecessary cosmetic surgery to achieve 
what is often an unattainable or unrealistic body image 

ideal. Central YMCA is campaigning to promote greater 
body diversity in the media, and for young people to be 
given an opportunity to learn more about body image in 

schools.ó Straight men came out narrowly ahead of gays 

when rating how they important they thought their 

body was to their partner. 51.4% of straight men said 

what their partner thought of their shape and weight 
was òvery or extremely importantó to them, compared 
with 49.4% of men. But only 20% of straight men said 

their friendsõ opinions were that important, versus 35% 
of gay men. Dr Phillippa Diedrichs, who conducted the 
study at UWE Bristol, said, òThis research really dem-
onstrates that body image is an issue for everyone, and 

that we need to take a collaborative approach towards 
promoting an environment that values diversity in ap-
pearance and promotes healthy body image.ó The 

YMCAõs Body Confidence campaign aims to promote 
positive body images in schools, at Parliament and 
through research. 394 men were questioned for the 

study in November and December 2011. 
 

 

òSexual minority stressó a risk for older gay 

men  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

A US study says sexual minority stress combined with 
age-related stress is endangering the mental health of 
middle-aged and older gay men. Sexual minority stress 
was defined as a combination of men feeling the need to 

hide their sexuality or concern that others avoided 
them because of it. Published in the American Journal of 
Public Health, the survey of 200 seems to confirm 

findings that legal marriage for same-sex couples may 
confer a unique protective effect against poor mental 
health. Having a same-sex domestic partner or same-

sex spouse boosted the emotional health of the studied 
men, but having a same-sex legal spouse appeared to be 
the most beneficial relationship arrangement. Lead 

author Richard G. Wight of the Williams Institute at 

UCLA: òThis study shines a light on the mental health 

of a generation of gay men who survived the early years 
of the AIDS crisis and came of age on the heels of the 
gay rights movement. òWhether legal marriage benefits 

mental health within same-sex couples in the way it has 
been proven to benefit different-sex couples deserves 
much more empirical attention, particularly given that 
same-sex marriage is not available in most states and 

was only briefly available in California in 2008.ó In addi-
tion to sexual orientation stigma, the studied menõs 
mental health was also negatively affected by having 

experienced the loss of peers to AIDS. General aging-
related stress, such as concerns over finances and inde-
pendence, also affected the mental health of these 

midlife and older gay men. The study was based on self-
administered questionnaires completed in 2009 or 2010 
by approximately 200 HIV-negative and HIV-positive 

gay-identified men between the ages of 44 and 75. The 

studied men were a subsample of participants in the 
UCLA component of the Multicenter AIDS Cohort 

Study, one of the largest and longest running natural-
history studies of HIV/AIDS in the United States. The 
Williams Institute is a think tank at UCLA which aims 
to òadvance sexual orientation law and public policy.ó 
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Stress dangers increase as gay men age  

Bisexual women at higher risk of depression, drinking  

Gay men would die sooner for better body  
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Macyõs being attacked for gay inclusive catalog 

photos  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Department store giant Macy's is reportedly under 
attack by a group affiliated with the American Family 
Association for the retailer's apparent support of gay 

marriage.  A Macy's catalogue sent to customers in the 
mail shows a wedding cake with two groom figurines on 
top, mynorthwest.com reported Tuesday, Jan 31. The 

cake is stuffed in the back of an automobile with a li-
cense plate that reads "I do." The image was reportedly 
part of an advertisement seeking to convince people to 

join Macy's Star Rewards Program and does not appear 

in an online version of the company's catalogue.  A 

group affiliated with the American Family Association is 
now calling on Macy's to pull the ad, calling the retailer's 
apparent support of gay marriage "an irresponsible 

choice" that is "highly offensive and not family-friendly 
advertising," according to the website. "Just because gay 
marriage is legal in a few states does not mean this is 
appropriate marketing. As a conservative customer I 

will not support it," the group reportedly said.  "Macy's 
proudly serves a large and diverse marketplace, includ-
ing customers with a wide range of needs and prefer-

ences. We strive to embrace customers of all ethnic 
backgrounds, ages, races, faith traditions, genders and 
lifestyles through the products we sell and the content 

of our marketing," Beth Charlton, a Macy's spokesman 
told Fox News in a statement.  "Our goal is to be inclu-
sive. Not everything we sell or do will appeal to every-

one, but that is the nature of a free society where con-

sumers can make choices of their own," she said.  
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Macyõs says òI doó to same gender photos in catalogue  

Ex-gay group looks for overseas money  

Flamboyant skater to gold for gold again  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Johnny Weir announced Thursday, Jan 18, that he will 
return to competitive figure skating with the hopes of 

competing in the 2014 Olympics in Sochi, Russia ð and 

says his new husband is the biggest supporter of his goal 
to get back on the ice.  "We're very proud of this deci-

sion and it won't affect anything," said Weir, 27, who 
wed Victor Voronov in December.  "I'll still wash box-
ers and cook dinner and clean the house and do every-

thing I'm supposed to do as a happy husband."  Weir, 
who has not competed since the 2010 Olympics, said 
during a press conference that giving up his domestic 
newlywed routine will prove difficult, but that he's up 

for the challenge.  "I've been very free and running 
around and doing whatever I want and that's very fulfill-
ing and lovely," he adds. "It gave me the opportunity to 

fall in love and get married and build a beautiful life for 
myself. But going back into competition, it will be so 
tough to give up a lot of the extracurriculars and only 

skate and only focus on the program ... I'm not excited 
about it, but I'm prepared for it."  "It's very nice to 
come home and have somebody there that's excited to 

see you and that you're excited to see," adds Weir on 

married life. "I'm very fulfilled, I'm very happy, and I feel 

like I have a partner in crime going into all of this crazi-
ness."   But while he's found satisfaction in his personal 
life, Weir, who is known for his flamboyant costumes 

and routines,  says he hasn't lost his professional com-
petitive edge.  "I've done very well for myself as a figure 
skater, but I still have the drive to compete," he adds. 
"First place, 20th place, it doesn't matter. My own per-

sonal feelings will be completely fulfilled with even the 
process of trying to compete again."  Weir plans to 
train in Hackensack, N.J., and hopes to begin participat-

ing in local competitions by the summer. His training 
regimen will include three hours of skating a day, plus 
off-the-ice workouts to "try to get myself skinny and 

beautiful and artistically prepared for the crazy world 

that is competitive figure skating."  "I want to show up 
and be competitive and actually take this seriously," the 

Skating with the Stars judge said. "This isn't a publicity 
stunt."  "I don't expect instantaneous results," he ad-
mits. "I expect hard work."   Given his new training 

schedule, some hard work will fall on his mother-in-law 
as well. After quietly tying the knot at a New York City 
Courthouse last month, Weir and Voronov are still 
planning to have a larger ceremony this summer, and 

she is in charge of planning the event.  "The actual cere-
mony é was very simple and very subdued, and I know 
at least my family is expecting icicles and fur and crazi-

ness for my wedding," Weir said. "So, you know, being 
as happy as I am and loving everybody that I surround 
myself with, I want to do a special party for them." 

 
 
 

 

Super bowl will feature billboards against  

anti -gay bullying  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Football fans at this weekend's Super Bowl will be 

greeted by a message against antigay bullying, thanks to 
a donation to the Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education 

Network of some huge video billboards.  Grazie Media 
donated the space and the screens to air GLSEN's 
"Think Before You Speak" ad campaign, which features 

Hilary Duff, Wanda Sykes, and the NBA's Grant Hill, 
(pictured), speaking out against bullying.  GLSEN Execu-
tive Director Eliza Byard said in a statement that the 
ads had "already reached millions of Americans across 

the country and we are truly grateful for this opportu-
nity to increase awareness among a new kind of audi-
ence about the negative impact of antigay slurs.ó And 

GLSEN points to research from the Ad Council show-
ing that after a year of the campaign's airing it has al-
ready helped curb the use of derogatory phrases such 

as "that's so gay." 
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