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EQUALITY , andINCLUSION

of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendgr tne Gnv Gnnssnno.l-s HGWS|etter
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Over the holidays received many cards, calls, notes, amale gotten to a point that | no longer have the time oWWEST FLORIDA. Name me somewhere else to turn to
kinds words of well wishes thanks for the part | have money to help every worthy cause, times are tough artbat would support a pride festival in Pensacola, FL.
played in trying to bring together, grow, and strengtheme all are having to do more with less. That being saiGay Grassroots, Equality House, and PensacolaPRIDE
our local LGBT community. These compliments wereit seems to make sense for me to give where it is are being oheld togethero
well meant, nice to hear, and certainly appreciated, buteeded most, and | know of no other area that needs dedicated and focused people. This group of people
they do little if any to contribute to achieving the goalshelp more than Gay Grassroots and Equality House. have remained focused because they have become

that so many say they valué.you are backing up Facts are facts, what other community is more ignorediedicated to something that is bigger than themselves,
these words of praise with actions | THANK or under funded. | challenge you to name any high they see themselves as stepping up where no one else
YOU!' | candt help but wo n dpeofile onmteleknoey perdsorettsaeopeple sugpdrts ang weuld. They realize that if they do not do so not only

when we have had our f untding&dvisgdads with thd LGBTaCornunith. eSureweabuldttheir quality of life be lessened, but also that of
wonder why these people have not pledged even $10may be included on the fringe, but we are not a prioritpthers. A group of like minded persons that is not a

month (thatds |ike 2 1/ 20 uwtupisde fofStaurbuelkwe .0 f f \geofy with amgonme ontgide bf our bwa gommunity. 0t a
support Equality House. cdr e amfétothrel pwrbd tu ntoinld etrfesybdlyhave a busydife. iYes gou kavedimitedrer e s .
these people have never attended an event, muchlessa say oOowed | mean mys el fsoukehsD ButlRelitor notlydu ére part of & cemniuhitg t

meeting for Gay Grassroots, Equality House, or Pensane individual or group has made any real attempt to that has been left to fend for ourselves. Looking at it
colaPRIDE. These questions got me to thinking that Ikill me, but likewise no attempt have been made to  in this manner | understand that my inaction not only

should reprint | ast montimprave myAuslitylof lif6 entess I tbok onthe tesponsi- eit &rse mym el f down, but | et
front page of 20126s f i rlslitytodemnsnstate myf workhandndmand toBd a d\erthwest Florida. If | only think of myself | can let
Please reead it and take it to heart. included. My personal track record is a mixed bag of things slide and let a New Years Resolution fade away,
success and failures, largely because | was always outut if | truly care for my LGBT brothers and sisters |
Making 2012 count numbered. Face it, most people think only of a straigtshould flip a simple easily tossed aside and forgotten
Like most everyone | ma kweorldaand aregharefdre notrinelinel ® supp¥gresameéesolution into something bigger than myself. Some-

Resolution. They are always well meant, and seem thing that is foreign to them. The bottom line is that thing that makes my inaction or lack of follow through
important to me. But like most of the people | know, | there are a great many needs that are unique to the not a mere disappointment to myself, but a detriment
tend to lose focus in a few months, weeks, or even LGBT Community, and at least for the time being it is to those | love and care for. In the coming new year |
days. This loss of focus in most cases causesnoreaup t o us to try alhofusm@ue tamtgbing o stayrfoeused snéthe unmet needs of our
harm, if any it is most often to only myself. | hope to community can not rely on somebody else to create tHecal LGBT Community. | hope that you will do the
have a new approach in 2012, and ask that you join mehanges that need to be made. YOU or | can not relysame. It is as simple as making a monthly pledge to
This coming year | suggest that we try to consider  on somebody else to create the changes that need to Bquality House, attending a meeting, and/or donating
something bigger than ourselves, namely our local LGR@de. Name me somewhere else to turn to that woulgour time to Gay Grassroots or PensacolaPRIDE.
community. Like everyone | know your life is busy andupport an LGBT community center. Name me some-

you likely have every group and organization under therhere else to turn to that would support a mission of In Pride,

sun asking for you to help them out. | pride myself in FULL UNDERSTANDING, RESPECT, EQUALITY ANDoug Landreth, Gay Grassroots President

being someone who tries to help wherever | can, but INCLUSION OF LGBT PERSONS LIVING IN NORTH-

SUPPORT YOUR EQUALITY HOUSE LGBT COMMUNITY CENTER :
Opening Equality House in Pensacola was historic, providing new resources and opportunities never before availablelityhe Eqdla

House Mission is: To provide a safe, comfortable, and welcoming space to serve as the social, educational, resourceyrkimg
for the Pensacola area LGBT Community. Operation of the Equality House is guided, operated, and funded solely by mé&maberg| of
local LGBT community who share our common goals. You can ensure that the doors stay open and more and more prograres, @ctivi

and events are offered by making a monthly pledge of support.

I will contribute to the monthly operational expenses of the Equality House with a monthly pledge each in the amount of:
[ 1910 [ ]1%$15 [ ]%$25 [ ]$50 [ ]1%$75 [ ]%100 [ 1%

(please includelst check payable to O0Equality House, 6, edch
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Name mail to...

Street Equality House

City _ 18 S. DeVilliers St

State Zip Pensacola, FL 32502

E-mail

Phone ( ) -

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Debunking reasons for not giving locally
AS I E / I Itds a sad state of af f awallesclosed Bunhthere are $osnlny loetier reasongt@ i g

Do d/’gth to donate to our cause while less than 3% of LGBT open it. Like me, you have hopefully marveled at the
adults do the same. | t 6lGBEequlity advanses df the past detadet L&SBTwokoe n
realize that antigay opponents routinely outspend (by ple are increasingly protected from discrimination. Gays
| often hear and see criticism of LGBT organizations multiples) our LGBT groups. and lesbians can finally serve openly in the military.
and their leaders. The chatter machine gripes about why Samesex couples can adopt children in most states and
the Defense oMarriagelAct hasndt b e eMyconkihutoatb eedain prganizations is not can now even marry in a few states. These and so many
why transgender persons are not always included in tax deductible. other LGBT rights would not have been achievable

proposed legislation, and what | find even worse is theSome of the most important work to advance LGBT without the work of many social justice groups and
many complaints about nothing being done locally  equality is done by political advocacy groups that do ranors who helped fund their workWhile many

qualify as 501(c)(3) charitable organizationsile advances have been made on a state or national
LGBT people do like to talk about the work of gay =~ Gay Grassroots has not yet received our non - level, very little progress has been made on the
social justice groups; but far too often, they criticize  profit recognition, we have attained our Federal local level. No other organization has our local
without doing much to help. This is true both nationall}D Number and donations will be tax deductable needs as a priority. Without your contributions
and locally. retro actively.  For these entities, raising money can our work can not move forward.

be more difficult but they need our monetary support
While serving on several local LGBT Boards | have to fight at the legal and political front line. Moreover, th&here remains much work ahead.To achieve a nation of
always found myself immersed in dialogue about the political advocacy groups typically have agagmpt full equality, it will take far more than the financial sup-
LGBT rights movement . | dgsterehtity. (For@exampieptire $ltinraruRights Gampaigortiof 326 of the LGBT population. To you in the other
cism. No organization or person is beyond reproach, has the HRC Foundation; Equality California has its 97%, | call upon you. Keep using your voice to speak up
and feedback from the community is always good. ButEquality California Institute.) Still, gay dollars stilldonétor L GBT ri ghts, but itdés
so much criticism comes from people who donate  flow enough to the taxexempt organizations.And for talk.
money toanyLGBT group (let alone contribute time tothe many LGBT groups that do in fact hold 501(c)(3)
serve). status (such as the Gay, Lesbian & Straight EducationT hat 6s t he way | see it,
Network), there is little excuse for not donating to Doug Landreth
In 2010, less than 3% of LGBT adults in the U.S. gavetheir charitable work.
money to any national LGBT organizations; the number
of donors who gave $35 or more to LGBT neprofits | dondt agree with a particular organization or it
dropped 12%. | have a strong feeling that the numbeleadership.
would be even worse for local contributions to Gay  This can be a fair point.You will not always agree with
Grassroots, Equality House, or support of Pensacola-e ver y or gani zation6s mission, tactics, results or
PRIDE. These disheartening national statistics were You should not support groups that do not win your
reported by the Movement Advancement Project in itsconfidenceGay Grassroots operates as transpar-
recently released 2011 National LGBT Movement Re-ent as possible, all meetings are open to the
port. (Fortunately, the report found thalATIONAL public, and we strive to fully serve the best inter-
LGBT organizations remain fiscally healthy due to supests of our entire local LGBT Community.
port from other sources.) If the LGBT community
wants progress toward full equality, the other 97% of ubbo much of my money will be spent on the non -
need to financially support the organizations that fightp r of i t or gani zati onds over head.

our fights. This raises another legitimate issue.You should rightfully
expect a good portion of your money to advance the
Why dondét LGBT peopl e gioreganninzat?i dre@sd sc rdietbiuma&l trhiessi on. At the same ti me
most common reasons most often heard. are needed to keep offices open and to pay the staff
I candt afford it. who works tirelessly for our rights. Do your homework
Thatds a | egiti mate c on cteensureiyon are¢ comdfatgbieghattyaurgciosen eGB® n o my .
And most people cannot afford the larger amountsthay r oup wi I |l use your money efficiently. But dondt r

LGBT organizations historically favor for their marque#o donate merely because neprofit entities must pay
fundraising events. But certainly far more than 3% of for overhead.Gay Grassroots has no paid staff,

the LGBT adult population can afford to give $35, $50and we will put our low overhead against any-

or even $100 a year. Give up a few more cocktails;yowrn e 6 s .

waistline will appreciate it and so will your local or

national LGBT groupEquality House and Gay I candt decipher between all the LGBT organiza-
Grassroots are moving forward with ways to tions.
accept online contributions, until that time even For anyone whoo6és ever had this thought, | hear you
a one time donation, large or small, can easily be There are indeed manfATIONAL  LGBT groups,
dropped in the mail. and some would say too many. They all are well

intentioned, and it can be difficult for the casual ob-
| give with my time, not with my money. server to figure out the differences between all the

Letds fully appl aud ev e racronynes andften ayerlapeirg missioe statements.Yoe t o
serve LGBT rights in some fashion. Our movement may also be asked by multiple friends to give money to
needs passionate vol unt eeaadhsftheiarespectiveltaises. Bke me yograg ot ar g u -
ment that donating time is more meaningful than just want to play favorites. But you might have to.Think

writing a check. But if you can give tirmadc a s h , abdutavhiéh4 GBT issues means the most to you. It

even better. No matter how many volunteer hours an could be marriage equality,immigration fairness, adop-

LGBT organization receives, it still needs money to dation rights, HIV/AIDS research and prevention, ending

its work. | wish that Gay Grassroots, Equality LGBT youth bullying, transgender rights, workplace
House, and PensacolaPRIDE did not lack for advocacy, or LGBT arts. Find the one, two or even three
people giving of their time, the painful truth is organizations that best advance your causes of passion,
that neither time nor money are being contrib- and give them some casfhay Grassroots is the
uted at the levels that are needed. ONLY local LGBT organization that has very
strong educational, political, and advocacy arms
Someone else will give. in addition to the more common strictly social
This notion rests on civic laziness, the belief that soméecus.
one else will create for you the world thatyouwant. Ther e are many reasons why itdés easy to keep your

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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S Top 10 global and national LGBT news stories of 2011

\ keep financially flush with cash, the aggiy movement declares in February that it will not defend the discrimi-
SN N ‘\‘ is exporting homophobia and the widely discredited "exatory Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), but the GOP

- : N -gay therapy" to Africa, Russia and the Caribbean. House leadership decides to spend significant amounts
Top International LGBT news stories of 2011 of taxpayer money to do so. In November, a Senate
1. United Nations Human Rights Council :In De- panel votes to repeal DOMA and sends the bill to the
10. Inter -American Commission on Human cember, the UNHRC issues a historic report that ambfull vote in the Senate, possibly in 2012.
Rights creates LGBTI unit to protect rights: tiously recommends UN member states to use interna-

During its 143rd regular session, the IACHR creates dional human rights law "to end violence and related 2.DADT is repealed : What a celebration breaks out
Unit on the Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, amaman rights violations based on sexual orientation and Sept. 20 in San Diego, a military town, and else-

Intersex (LGBTI) Persons, in order to strengthen its gender identity." The 2page report could be the mostwh er e ar ound the U.S. when
capacity to protect their rights. This follows the important report issued by the UNHRC for LGBT As k, Dondt Tell " po-DADE¢ i s
agency0®ds monitoring of srightsjbecausse for thenfieshtime it dgcurhests theiwadalsota big stosy as firsts are made: A proud gay sailor
against the LGBTI community. spread discrimination and violence against LGBT peofalkes his partner to a Navy Ball and a lesbian couple
around the world. Also, the UNHRC in June passesits har e t he Navyds tradition
9. Belgium picks first gay male leader : Elio Di first-ever resolution calling for global rights for LGBT "pinning on" ceremony is a big deal for a lesbian couple,
Rupo is named prime minister of Belgium, becoming theople. and the first sailor to reenlist after being discharged
first gayman to head a nation. He follows Jéhanna under DADT writes a commentary on why po®IADT
Sigurdardéttir, who has been the openly lesbian leadefop National LGBT news stories of 2011 "firsts" matter.

of Iceland since 2009.
10. Rampant discrimination against transgender 1. Obama Administration : To his credit, Barack
8. Lesbian couple save dozens of lives in Norway  Americans : Transgender Latinos and Latinas as well@bama has become the gajendliest President in
massacre: Want a hero story? How about a lesbian blacks face staggering bias, according to a groundbreakaerican history, even if he has not evolved yet in
couple out boating who spring into action and pilot  ing study. Yet at the same time, other surveys show support of marriage equality. He pushes for the repeal
their boat on four trips to the island where a gunman ithat Americans are increasingly supportive of trans- of " Don6t Ask, Dondt Tell,
killing young campers. They are credited with saving @@nder people, thanks to advocacy work by celebrity Sept. 20; changes laws to provide protections for LGBT
many as 40 lives that horrific day. Chaz Bono and transgender bodybuilder Chris Tina people and their families, including hospital visitations;
Bruce. organizes White House meetings on bullying preven-
7.David Katomurder : One of Ugandads | eading tion, LGBT elderly issues and AIDS; along with dozens
LGBT activists is murdered in February in his home, 9.More than 50 LGBT candidates win elections of other issues.
shortly after a scandalous tabloid printed his photo in across America : The November elections prove that
front-page story with the headline "100 Pictures of  being gay is becoming a n@sue in politics. Top 20 LGBT googled people of 2011
Uganda's top Homos." Against all odds, Kato had won 20.Zachary Quinto
his case against the publishers of the tabloid in the 8.LGBT seniors face harder future : A new national Actor, OAmerican Horr
Ugandan courts, where his face appeared nextto a survey details aging and health issues confronting LGB Suze Orman
headline "Hang Them!" Ugandan police quickly arrestteby boomers, a critical issue long ignored by health Financial Advisor/TV Personality
man, who is convicted in a trial widely condemned as@are providers and the LGBT community. 18.RuPaul
sham. Drag Performer/ Actor,
7.Barney Frank to retire : The openly gay congress-17. Portia De Rossi
6,Australiafds Labor Par t ymaemshadanmajsrimpacton LGB legislation for Actor, OArrested Devel
equality : LGBT Australians rally by the thousands in three decades, and his decision to retire at the end of16. Jane Lynch
December, after the ruling political party votes in favothis term leaves a void in LGBT leadership in Congress. Actor/ Comedi an, 0GI ee¢
of marriage equality. So far, no vote has been taken in 15.Nate Berkus
parliament. In Queensland, civil marriage is approved6nLGBT youth bullying/suicides : The U.S. and Can- TVHost, o0The Nate Berk
November. ada are again rocked by agty bullying and LGBT  14.Chris Colfer
youth suicides in 2011, spurring calls for more aware- Actor, o0Gleebd
5.Bi shop Chr i stAspdigbtally, Bishopness in schools. An informal SDGLN Poll showed thatl3. Jillian Michaels
Christopher Senyonjo of Uganda speaks out across tmeost of our readers have endured agiay bullying. San Fitness / TV Personalt
globe in support of LGBT rights, making him a target iBiego public schools lead the way in implementing-anti2. Tom Ford
his homeland for ministering to the LGBT community ioullying policy, thanks to efforts by such local heroes as Fashion Designer
a country whose Parliament is trying to pass the so openly gay school board member Kevin Beiser, Supefifi- Rachel Maddow
called oKill The Gays 6 bténllehtBill Rotvea artd community $eaders sy asiDz.e d bTyV tthoest, o0 The Rachel !
Rev. Canon Albert Ogle of San Diego, a welbwn Delores A. Jacobs of The San Diego LGBT Communify0. Dan Choi
activist for LGBT rights and AIDS prevention efforts. Center. Il raqg War Veteran, disc¢
Dondt Tell 6
4. Equality advances: LGBT people in some nations 5. Marriage equality and civil unions : In June, New 9. Alexander McQueen
around the world get good news in 2011, as a global York becomes the sixth state to legalize marriage for Fashion Designer
effort to decriminalize homosexuality finds powerful gays and lesbians, joining Connecticut, lowa, Massac8uiNeil Patrick Harris
new allies in the faith and secular communities. Four setts, New Hampshire and Vermont. The District of Actor, OHow | Met Your
countries vow to decriminalization: Sdo Tomé and  Columbia also offers marriage equality. In 2011, civil 7. George Michael
Principe, Nauru, The Seychelles and Northern Cyprusinions go into effect or are approved in lllinois, Hawaii, Music Artist
In South America, Chile and Colombia pass-anti Delaware, and Rhode Island. Even around the globe, 6. Ellen DeGeneres
di scrimination | aws, butmaBiagaegialityonmkesdaihsor t f ai | s, becalus eHoosft , 0The EI |l en De
the rising Evangelical clout coupled with the opposition 5. Adam Lambert
of the Roman Catholic Church. 4. Hillary Clinton speech : In a remarkable speech to Music Artist
the UN Human Rights Council in December to observé. Marc Jacobs
3. AIDS marks 30 years : The world pauses in De- Human Rights Day, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clin- Fashioesignet Activist
cember to remember three decades of AIDS and its ton focuses on "gay rights are human rights, and humarPerez Hilton
profound impact on world health, including in the LGBfIghts are gay rights." The forceful speech, a blunt re- Blogger/TV Personality
community. So far, no cure has been found, but peoplauke of Russia and African nations that want to crimi-2. Elton John
who have AIDS are living longer as the disease becomakze homosexuality, is one of the most important MusicArtist/ AIDS Activist
more manageable with proper treatment. statements in U.S. history against institutionalized dis4. Ricky Martin
crimination and religiofased homophobia. Music Artist
2.Export and rise of homophobia : Ameri cads Rel i -
gious Right is losing the cultural wars at home, so to 3. DOMA under attack : The Justice Department

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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http://www.sdgln.com/causes/2011/12/24/year-end-review-marriage-equality-makes-gains-around-world%20
http://www.sdgln.com/commentary/2011/12/07/commentary-obama-clinton-put-world-notice-lgbt-rights
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http://www.sdgln.com/news/2011/11/10/breaking-news-panel-votes-repeal-doma-sends-bill-full-senate
http://www.sdgln.com/news/2011/09/20/videos-dadt-repealed-new-era-dawns-march-toward-full-equality
http://www.sdgln.com/news/2011/09/21/dadt-repeal-celebration-historic-night-filled-mighty-veterans-gratitude-relief
http://www.sdgln.com/causes/2011/10/22/post-dadt-proud-gay-sailor-takes-his-partner-navy-ball
http://www.sdgln.com/causes/2011/10/22/post-dadt-proud-gay-sailor-takes-his-partner-navy-ball
http://www.sdgln.com/news/2011/12/21/two-female-sailors-share-first-kiss-after-one-returns-deployment
http://www.sdgln.com/news/2011/12/21/two-female-sailors-share-first-kiss-after-one-returns-deployment
http://www.sdgln.com/news/2011/12/02/lesbian-couple-pinning-ceremony-pentagon-big-deal
http://www.sdgln.com/causes/2011/12/22/commentary-why-post-dadt-firsts-matter
http://www.sdgln.com/causes/2011/12/22/commentary-why-post-dadt-firsts-matter
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/lgbt_factsheet_092611.pdf
http://www.sdgln.com/news/2010/04/16/gay-rights-supporters-laud-obamas-order-visitation-rights%20
http://www.sdgln.com/news/2011/03/11/video-obamas-headline-white-house-anti-bullying-conference
http://www.sdgln.com/news/2011/03/11/video-obamas-headline-white-house-anti-bullying-conference
http://sdgln.com/causes/2010/10/25/hiv-positive-retiree-who-was-evicted-assisted-living-attend-white-house-meeting-ai
http://artdept.advocate.com/post/14457177043/2011-most-googled-gays
http://artdept.advocate.com/post/14457177043/2011-most-googled-gays
http://artdept.advocate.com/post/14457177043/2011-most-googled-gays

Doug Landreth and Brian Heike '/ rick Rodgers, Robert phanie Walthour of Passion Parties
Doug & Brian hosted their 3rd annual Holiday Open Bellanova ather Swanson, Lindley Paxton, Passion Parties Consultant Stephanie Walthour pre-
House on Saturday December 10th. As in past yearsDoug Landreth and Brian Heike sented a December 16th Passion Party at Equality
they selected a local cause that their guests were en-These creative people made the fabulous wreaths forHo u s e . Guests enjoyed a s
couraged to make a donation to in lue of a hostess gifbur Holiday Wreath Auction and Sale. A finer bunch lingerie which were available for purchase. Equality

This year Doug and Brian selected Equality House. of designer elves could not be found anywhere. OverHouse received 10% of sales. While sales were less
Over $250 in donations were received from their $200 was raised during this fundraiser. Thanks to all than hoped for, those in attendance had a blast. It is
guests. Thanks to Doug, Brian, and their guests. the designers and those who purchased a wreath. Otnoped that increased sales will be seen at a Friday Janu-

apologies to any designer whose name was omitted. Bey 13th combination Passion Party & Mary Kay Party.

on the look out for Mardi Gras wreaths in February.

just in time for Valent

COMBINED PA#s "FOR MALES & FEMALES

SATURDAY JAN. I4TH @ 5PM-8PM

Free Refreshments es, & Door Prizes

Mary Kay
6 of Sales Donated to Equallty House
fakialsNor alldvien & Women in attendgnce
ull Line of Skin Care for Men & Women
Items on hand or shipped within 5 d ikeovers Available for both Men & Womeij

Equality House, |18 S. De St., Pensacola, FL 32502

www.GGnwil.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE

Passion Party

10% of Sales Donated to Equality Hou
OAdul t 6 Toys f o
Sexy Lingerie for Men & \Women
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Groundbreaking lesbian documentary & discussion
g Videotape YOUR story

course of her careerHistory Lessqriger documentary An easy way for you to raise money for YOUR
about lesbianism throughout the 20th century, com- true LGBT Community Center
Urgent need for volunteer hosts at Equality bines radical sexual politics with a healthy dose of
House NEXT TRAINING MON JAN 16TH tonguein-cheek humor. Using archival footage that

goes back as far as the dawn of cinema, Hammer covers
such diverse media as newsreels, "naturalist" nudies,
classroom sex ed film3he Children's Hoand actual
lesbian bar police busts. She combines this footage with
stage skits that subvert traditional "lesbian” imagery, as
well as such nowscreen sources as old pulp paperbacks
and sensational tabloid headlines. Throughout the docu-
mentary Hammer also shows us her alter ego (Ann
Maguire) searching for footage in a huge warehouse
stocked full of film cans. ~ Rebecca Flint Marx, Rovi

SHomeSto=PeEInsacola S GBI

VOLUNTEER
TRAINING

Now that Equality House is fully independent we must
staff our new home completely with volunteers. Cur-
rently we are only able to have Equality House open
during planned events or activities, not allowing our
home to be open during days and times that it can

2
serve as a drop in center. We are in need of volunteer

hosts that can make sure the doors are open while W@@Iﬁ W@@@g

insuring that Equality House is a safe, comfortable, and Can you throw a oNot To Be

welcoming place for first time and returning visitors. |&veryone is invited, and encouraged, to have their owgrill a hot dog? We all love to get together with our

order to make sure that our volunteer hosts are personal LGBT story videotaped in their own words. own circle of friends. Now you can add an new level of
knowledgeable about our Gay Grassroots organiza- Gay Grassroots will set up the equipment at Equality meaning to just such an afternoon or evening by turning
tions, our Equality House LGBT Community Center, House for three evening in Jan, Tue JanZ#ibrJan your next get together int
and our annual PensacolaPRIDE Festival, along with 26th from 6pm til 9pm each evening. Come record yaaising house party. The concept is simple. Invite you
knowing fact from fiction, and what our history, curren€oming Out story, Life Changing Moments, Thought®own group of friends over for a dinner, cocktails, or
situation, and future plans look like, we have putto- on Equality, It Gets Better, Etc., These recordings witlessert party and ask your guest to donate what they
gether a training program. Our next Equality House be archived as part of the LGBT History Project of  would have paid at a local restaurant for a similar ex-
Volunteer training will be Monday January 16th. We triylorthwest Florida. You may also give consent for it tgperience to Equality House. You can make the get

Videotaping of local LGBT stories begins

to schedule volunteer trainings the 3rd Monday of eadbe placed on our you tube page. together as laid back or as formal as you wish. You set
month. If you are interested in attending one of these the date and time. Gay Grassroots will be happy to
please let us know. provide you with invitations, loan you decorations,
supply LGBT information materials, and even a speaker
Bar bar a H aistorglessansdocumentary if you desire. This is your chance to support Equality

and discussig House with your own special flair. Please contact us
oé ASAP, letds cover the whol

olor P
Display Cas€ CEnd |Coffee Tables

\
Book Shelves LGBT DVDs

A pioneering lesbian filmmakeéarbara Hammehas Games
made more than 70 shorts and features over the

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com



http://video.barnesandnoble.com/CastCrew/Barbara-Hammer/c/605424/
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Gay Grassroots / PensacolaPRIDE meetings 2nd Weds
URGENT need for Equality House volunteers

to recommit ourselves to getting back on track as sooknowledgeable about our Gay Grassroots organiza-
as possible in this new year. We need everyone to tions, our Equality House LGBT Community Center,
Gay Grassroots & PensacolaPRIDE combined attend these meetings in order to insure our success.and our annual PensacolaPRIDE Festival, along with
meetings NEXT MEETING WED JAN 11TH knowing fact from fiction, and what our history, current
. Urgent need for volunteer hosts at Equality situation, and future plans look like, we have put to-
House NEXT TRAINING MON JAN 16TH gether a training program. Our next Equality House
Volunteer training will be Monday January 16th. We try
to schedule volunteer trainings the 3rd Monday of each
month. If you are interested in attending one of these
please let us know.

VOLUNTEER
TRAINING

Now that Equality House is fully independent we must
staff our new home completely with volunteers. Cur-

rently we are only able to have Equality House open
during planned events or activities, not allowing our

I'n an effort to be mor e hwonertabt epén darihg days and tynesrthatdtsan b u s y
schedule, Gay Grassroots and PensacolaPRIDE meeserve as a drop in center. We are in need of volunteer
ings will both be held on the 2nd Wednesday of each hosts that can make sure the doors are open while

month, Gay Grassroots at 7:00pm and PensacolaPRIDEuring that Equality House is a safe, comfortable, and

at 7:45pm. Over the last few months various issues welcoming place for first time and returning visitors. In
beyond our control have stalled our progress, we needrder to make sure that our volunteer hosts are

just in time for Mardi Gras!

Mard;

wreath s
BEGINNING JA

100% of Sales Donated to Equality House
Many designs to chose from INCLUDING CUSTOM ORDERS!

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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PensacolaPRIDE art contest announced
UICE Sneak peak at PensacolaPRIDE 2012!

TUE JUNE 12THM SAT JUNE 16THAM6PM
PRIDE Political Forum | 77 3nd Annual PensacolaPRIDE Festival In The Park |

All current city and county elected off|C|aI will be in-

An all day festival with live entertainment, arts and
vited to this open forum where members of the LGBT crafts, and food vendors. Cost FREE. Location Old
Community can ask questions of their governmental Seville Square.

officials. Cost FREE. Location Downtown Public Library.

SAT JUNE 16THPM10PMNEW EVENT!

WED JUNE 13TBPM T Ist Annual Pen: PRIDE Youth Prom

PensacolaPRIDE 2012 will join with other pride celeb) i - uét . ”
tions around the world with use of the global theme A“ area youth, 21 years and under, are invited to thIS
OPride Links Us TogetherA dinner oghprpemade ghiligeglesslaw, ggrnbrgad anfiGBT |nclusive Prom. Dancing to a DJ and refresh-
are now being accepted until midnight Feb 29, 2012. brownies will be followed by squared dancing and couments provided. Adult chaperones will ensure that this
Artwork must include thelly line qapcing. Beginnerdessons wil stag eaghsesgygnt remains alcohol and drug free. A professional
getheré and shouhadto Beasa-uSHM iCost $& (pr dgnatign of 2 items for the food photographer will be on hand to take your portrait.

laPRIDE@gmail,com. The winner will recieve $100 Pantry and $5). Location HCMCC. Semiformal Attire. Cost $20. Location Gregory Street
cash and will be featured in the official PensacolaPRIDE Assembly Hall. Limited to 150 guests.
program and Gay Grassroots website. The PensacoldHUR JUNE 14TFPMNEW EVENT!

SUN JUNE 17TPt30PMNEW EVENT!

Ist Annual Pensmmtage Production
: - \ | i} y
K\ /3 N\ /3

@ wwﬁmnammﬂﬁ

PRIDE steering committee reserves the right to modlﬁ 1 NG Ist Annual PensacolaR
artwork as it see if. BN

D) S

RIDE Poetry Slam
=ZLOVE IS W76
z.828 LOUDER

LGBT POETRY & SPOKENWORD 2

PensacolaPRIDE announces tentative schedule H
for 2012, adding 3 new annual events 5?

Work has already begun to make PensacolaPRIDE 2( £ “’3“’{'
something no one will want to miss out. While many | = :
details still have to be finalized here is a sneak peek atr

Iuiii"?rr

what is lined up: Come express yourself, or witness others, about your :

SUN JUN 10TH, 3, 5, & 7PMNEW EVENT! desire for LGBT equality. Everyone will have the op- Enjoy a live performance of a selected LGBT themed
Tk o CPRIPELCREE jpor tunity to create t heiprodustiem Thislshow rmay indudelmaturd sibje@t a r t
B i stival | e displayed at our festival in the park on Saturday. Athatter or language. Cost $10. Refreshments will be

I..IE details TBA. sold. Location Bowden Building. Limited seating of 60.
FRI JUNE 15THPM11PMNEW EVENT! PLUS WE ANTICIPATE LOCAL BARS AND CLUBS TO
Al R : RIDE Celebration Ball | COME ON BOARD WITH AFTER EVENT PARTIES.
i Y/
: A “\\ ) We need everyoneds hel t o
l . P _/////-/ -_—==. N Y P
Four selected award winning LGBT films will be Smalel the Me ambitious PensacolaPRIDE

screened. Cost will be $5 for all day, refreshments wil
be sold. Location Bowden Building. ‘

CELEBRVEES BHESENDIOL:

MON JUNE 11TAPMNEW EVENT!

m | r h r |
Ist Annual PensacolaPRIDE Equality Reception Come celebrate t € epea

: we travel back in time to the 1940 where we can now

1 !dance and dine in public. [’ v : JUSO St

V|D COCK"I". ann stage revue in addition to dinner and cash bar. A pro-

fessional photographer will be on had to take your

4 & fiRT ALCTION portraits. Military, 194 - al At
I AT 1G] QIO 7 C_os_t $45. Location Gregory Street Assembly Hall.

D CL LGB ECQURLITY RIGHTS LEADER \ —_—— | Limited to 150 guests.

Al ong with the presentation of Gay Grassrootds

OLGBT Cultivation Awardo6 a guest speaker wild.l

their insight into a topical issue. Open bar, heavey hor

dourves, and live auction. Cost $50. Location TBA.

Limited to 50 guests. The next PensacolaPRIDE meeting is Wed. Jan.11 @

7pm. We have a great schedule planned, but there is

now way for it to all come together without much

more help early on. Please make it a point to attend.

gi ve

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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AROUND

Daytona lesbian couple have equal custody rights
Search is on for more victims of fake transgender doctor

sion.According tothe Orlando Sentinel 0t h e 5 henselfif as & dottar &nd was popular in South Flor-
Court of Appeal ruled that the U.S. and Florida constiida's trans community after having performed hundreds
tutions trump Florida law and gave parenting rights toof cosmetic surgeries, may have practiced her black

both women. State law, it added, has not kept up withmarket plastic surgery across the country. Oneal Ron
the times. 6 o0This i s a uMoirig(ake The Bushess) wasradestédorfelanyp p e | |
courts in Florida have never before considered a casecharges after a women nearly died from her injections,
quite |like it, o6 the courvhichsaedordingtothdsamidgraldPnere actually af |,
professor at American University Washington Collegetoxic brew of substances found in the tirepair prod-

of Law who specializes in LGBamilyissues, says the uctFixaF| at . 6 So o aaniahyas 3080 c t
decision is an i mport antfard fremas far@way as Indiana have peginitaning s
therightofasams ex coupl e ¢é i s forwapdsayingthey werfe wiatimsiot Morris's scam.
willingness to recognize that these families exist and &orris reportedly told her "patientsfi mostly trans-
child raised in this envgender wamer tthatshe bad sudcassfully peréormedo r «
gi ve up a Sentmajutesher as sayihge hundreds of procedures using "medical silicone." The
Miami Heraldalked to one victim, Rajee Narinesingh,
who came forward after Mor
singh said she trusted Morris to help feminize her fea-
tures,but instead she "turned me into a monster. There
was a sisterhood of trust. She was part of the trans-
gender community herself. There was a feeling that she
wondt do anything bad, she
A year after Morris treated her, Narinesingh's face

FLORID

FL case sets precedent in leshian custody case

Popular south FL transgender fake doctor may
have victims across the country

A Daytona court has ruled that two women who €o

created a baby have equal parental rights under the le

The baby, born in 2004, not only shared a hybrid of

both parents' last names, but both women shared in it

creation. One partner donated the egg to the other,

who carried the baby to term. The sperm came from a
anonymous donor who waived all rights. Both women
raised thechild until she was two years old. After the
couple ended their relationship, the woman who bore
the childleft the country with the little girl. The egg
donor mother tracked the two down in Australia, and
both have since returned to Florida for the custody
battle. Since Florida law states thavamanwho gives

"became swollen and disfigured with large nodules that
grew to the point they burst." A licensed surgeon re-
paired her face after pulling "cement out of the side of
my face." Like many of Morris's victims, Narinesingh
came out only after the faux doc's arrest because she
had been concerned about how she'd be treated ear-
lier. Meanwhile, police are still searching for more of
Morris's victims.

birth is legally the mother, a circuit judge first ruled in

favor of the woman who bore the child, adding that it

broke hishearthaving to do so. But last week, a state The transgendewomanknown to many as "The Duch-
appeals court in Daytona Beach overturned the deci- ess," a streetrained cosmetic specialist who passed

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE



http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2012/01/03/Florida_Court_Makes_Precedent_Setting_Ruling_in_Lesbian_Custody_Case/##
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2012/01/03/Florida_Court_Makes_Precedent_Setting_Ruling_in_Lesbian_Custody_Case/##
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2012/01/03/Florida_Court_Makes_Precedent_Setting_Ruling_in_Lesbian_Custody_Case/##
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2012/01/03/Florida_Court_Makes_Precedent_Setting_Ruling_in_Lesbian_Custody_Case/##
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/volusia/os-lesbian-custody-battle-florida-20111229,0,5618859.story
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2012/01/03/Florida_Court_Makes_Precedent_Setting_Ruling_in_Lesbian_Custody_Case/##
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2012/01/03/Florida_Court_Makes_Precedent_Setting_Ruling_in_Lesbian_Custody_Case/##
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2012/01/02/Bogus_Doc_Had_Trans_Victims_Nationwide/##
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2012/01/02/Bogus_Doc_Had_Trans_Victims_Nationwide/##
http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/12/28/2568877/south-floridians-quest-for-beauty.html
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OUR AMERICA D|d Rlc_hard Nixon had a thing for men?
ege 5& ge 5 alifornia vandals try to ke:¢
Senate appointment fails due to LGBT support remarks
E?;Q“f;!ﬁ“g“:yi%ﬁf correspondent claims Mississippi mayor gets caught going to gay bookstore
A

Honolulu. Cervelli, 42, called the business in 2007tomont h. She wrote: ONo one
book a room because it 0 saggressiomlzecaase of whg heiis,or wthdhe lowes Hoe €
Honolulu neighborhood where the friend they were  mophobia and brutal hostility are often based on lack of
visiting lived. When she specified they would need onenderstanding about what it truly means to payor

bed, the owner asked if they are lesbians. Cervelli re-transgender. To avoid negative perceptions, we must
sponded truthfully and the owner said she was unconwork together with education and support for those
fortable having lesbians in her house becauseofher f aci ng t hose who promote h

religious views, the lawsuit said. she noted that El Salvador, a primarily Roman Catholic
country, had joined the United States in signing a UN
Inclusive nativity scene destroyed in California deceleration for the elimination of violence against gays

and lesbhians. A number t&£milygroups wrote to Sen-

ate members criticizing Ms
diplomatic status, showing a clear disdain concerning
our values and cul tural i d
DeMint, writing |l ast month
relationship with the Salvadoran people has been one of
trust and friendship for decades. We should not risk

that by appointing an ambassador who shows such a
blatant disregard for their culture and refuses to clear
unsettled doubts about her previouslationships | t 6 s
time to bring Ms Aponte ho

Watergate was only one of several scandalous aspec
of former President Richard Nixon's life, according to {
new book by a former White House correspondent.
Nixon's Darkest Secrets: The Inside Story of America’
Troubled Presiddayt Don Fulsom (Thomas Dunne
Books, $25.99), former correspondent for United Pre
International, makes several egatching accusations,
including that the former president had a gay affair wit
Charles "Bebe" Rebozo, a Key Biscayne, Fla. banker Mississippi mayor forced to come out after
apparently with ties to the mob. The allegation is espeA nativity scene featuring gay, lesbian and straight coteceipts from gay book store found

cially noteworthy because, as gay news website ples outside a church in California was reportedly val
Queerty reports, Nixon was known to have made dalized on Christmas Day. Claremont United Method
homophobic remarks. When a close aide to PresidentChurch had erected a large set of silhouettes around
Johnson was caught having sex with a former sailor ititatree sculpture. The silhouettes featured one gay, or
YMCA bathroom, Nixon called the man "ill," and addel&sbian and one straight couple. At some point over- i
that such people "cannot be in places of high trust." night between Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, thegi
The new book also alleges that Nixon beat his wife arghy and lesbian couples were knocked over, the re-
that his aides referred to him as "our drunk." giondés Inland Daily Newd
The Daily Maiteports that Nixon's alleged secret loverin the nontraditional scene was left standing in an
also had a shady history of his own. According to the incident police are investigating as a hate crime. Part
Mail the FBI claims Rebozo had ties to mob bosses the inscription below the tree around which the figure8
Santo Trafficante and Alfred 'Big Al' Polizzi. He alsoramer e cent ered sai d: 0 We Taeneayol df the faurtHargest city in Mississgppi hals e n
a bank that, a former mobster claims, was used to  people need to embrace love, instead of fighting and been forced to come out of the closet after the re-

launder money. The book's press release saysthat devouri ng one anot her . 6 c@&tssfrone Hisiexpenkes tclaem intludadna visithotagay f a
Fulsom used interviews with former White House Choose Love Vigil on Thursday nightinresponsetotiiel i f est yl e store and sex s
staffers and exnembers of Congress, as well as gov- damage, which the artist who created the scene said Southaven, who was divorced from his wife last year,

ernment documents, to support his claims. had amounted to around $3,000. Claremont was ratedhad been subject to a criminal investigation for allegedly
The Nixon Foundation has refused to comment. in 2007 the best place to live in California by CNN/  misusing $170,000 when receipts revealed he spent $67
The book's author Fulsom covered the presidencies ooney, and the fifth best place in the US. Sgt. Jason at a gay shop in Toronto, Canada. Davis, who has three
Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Reagan and Clinton duringhisWal t er s t ol d the | nl and doughtdrsyroni\he warnage@ahdtrad snsuacedsfally fer c
career as a journalist. The book goes on sale at the ebdsed on it being church property as well as the Congress in 2008 promoting
of January. wooden box knocked over that depicted two males thousands of dollars at local liquor shops. Davis told the
hol di ng h a @htismas celebnatio® f@ddu8ingCommercial Appeal 0 At t hi s point i
California couple claims denied room at the Virgin Mary played by a drag queen and Joseph irtareer, while | have tried to maintain separation be-
awaiian BRR black leather shorts offended Christians in Holland  tween my personal and public life, it is obvious that this
Amsterdam city council pcaaind nfoo rl otnhgee ro Priennka i Onhh rti hset nta
event which was held outside a nightclub and describéarmed my job as mayor, in my opinion, as a very con-
as a Ot wifsatnetda shyubma n servative, progressive individuahnd still continue to
be a very conservative individudal think that it is
Ambassador appointment defeated on grounds important that | discuss the struggles | have had over
of her support of gay rights the last few years when | came to the realization that |

The US senate has bl ockeadm pgaeys.i doeThhte Boanrlayc ka pQobl aongayd s
nominee to be ambassador to El Salvador after Repuplbrters if they are upset is the fact that | was not hon-

cans expressed outrage at an article she wrote in supest enough with myself to be honest with them. But |

port of gay rights. Mari Carmen Aponte, a Washingtorhave lived my life in public service for-glus years, and
based | awyer has served imaderdor Mertoeramais sarfe arad pnpve onnl hawedgott €
rary ambassador to El Salvador since last Septembert 0 st art being honest abou
Two Southern California women filed a lawsuit Mon- Her temporary appointment was due to run out at the per of the gay Log Cabin Republicans group, told CA:

day, Dec 19, against a Hawaii bed and breakfast, sayamy of this year. With a vote of 437, the Senatere- 0 What woul d be hel pful t o
the businesslenied them a room because theyaregay. us ed back the pr esi den tniysecogoized tmehe is gilhthe sathe pessenr Thiqis d v
Aloha Bed & Breakfast discriminated against Diane anger toward Ms Aponte is in part basedonacolumnpart of who he i s« ntohwmaté peo
Cervelli and Taeko Bufford, a couple living in Long  she wrote in June for the El Salavdor newspaper, La

Beach, Calif., claims the lawsuit filed on behalf of the Prensa Grafica in response to a request by the US state

women by Lambda Legal in First Circuit Court in department urging ambassadors to support gay pride

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com



http://us.macmillan.com/nixonsdarkestsecrets/DonFulsom
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/12/27/richard-nixon-had-gay-affair_n_1171557.html
http://us.macmillan.com/nixonsdarkestsecrets/DonFulsom
http://us.macmillan.com/nixonsdarkestsecrets/DonFulsom
http://www.queerty.com/was-president-nixon-a-mobster-loving-mo-20111227/
http://www.queerty.com/was-president-nixon-a-mobster-loving-mo-20111227/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/12/27/richard-nixon-had-gay-affair_n_1171557.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2078822/Did-Nixon-gay-affair-Mafia-fixer-Forget-Watergate-A-new-book-claims-Americas-corrupt-President-hid-far-personal-scandal-.html?ito=feeds-newsxml
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/12/27/richard-nixon-had-gay-affair_n_1171557.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santo_Trafficante,_Jr.
http://us.macmillan.com/nixonsdarkestsecrets/DonFulsom
http://nixonfoundation.org/
http://us.macmillan.com/nixonsdarkestsecrets/DonFulsom
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/12/27/richard-nixon-had-gay-affair_n_1171557.html
http://biggaynews.com/gay-couple-sue-hawaii-bb-claim-discrimination/9534##
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/news/articles/2005-10047.html/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/news/articles/2005-10047.html/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/news/articles/2005-10047.html/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2011/12/13/republicans-block-appointment-of-us-ambassador-to-el-salvador-over-pro-gay-rights-article/##
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2011/12/13/republicans-block-appointment-of-us-ambassador-to-el-salvador-over-pro-gay-rights-article/##
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Kenyan gay men being sold as sex slaves

LDVIE“ Thailandds transgender

LratlickBlgigmeélects gay Prime Minister
Filipino father burns son over gay children

fl1ight

Kenyads gay men

dream to be an air host epsasge oclo gluistti oma ddeo ctuhneeinrt darne
come true. Our soci ety hopenlygaymaleteaddr.n 2008,0e desenbed himseif in r
a pioneer and | 6m sure tahnerientweirlvii ebve aost haefreetoar sghasnd sz
following my idea. 6 Thaiadnadn ds aisd choinss ildiefree dh aodn eb eoef n

more tolerant countries towards the wide spectrum of 1996 when he waaccusedwrongly, of having had sex
transgenderism. Transgender women are oftenreferredi t h a mal e minor. A journ
to as othe third sex6, oa haosmooskeaxtuoaely.séd ,Hew hriecphl iiesd,s
times seen as a pejorative term. A number of celebritieiew with Van de Woestyne, Di Rupo described the

are transgendenyvhile some schools have installed j our nal i sts as being 0so s
special othird sex6é bat heracohmso tahfet defrannd Signedardotigchécaima t &
proportion of students want themThe Telegraph the first gay female leader of a European country

reports that despite differenthgoloured name tags, fewin 2009

Gay men from Kenya are being trafficked as sex slavegassengers could tell the transgender stewardesses

Persian Gulf countries, according to a reportldentity apart from the other female crew. Passenger Anut  Filipino father burns son because three of his

a gay magazine in Kenya.The report alleges thatgay®&d u k suwat said: ol stil Ichidrennrnéregak now who i s a oI ad)
bisexual men are lured from university campudes think theyo6re all very fAFilgnofhthey has tdlchpelige hp drumkenlydattackgd e ¢
particularly from Kenyatta University- with promises vicetothepassenger s. 0 his son after learning that three of hikildrenwere

of highpaying jobs and then transported to labor as sex gay. The Philippine LGBT Hate Crime Watch said that
workers for men in the United Arab Emirates,Qatar Eur opeds 2nd openly gay 168yeéroldEdmaund Padilawas lefi with burns and

blisters after his father, Erano, attacked him with boiling
evaies. Eranp Padilla reportedly told police he attacked
his son as a result of peunip feelings experienced when
he found out three of his children were gay. He has

and Saudi Arabia.According to the magazine, due to s
Kenyads soaring unempl oy
fooled into this trap. The publication interviewed one
Kenyan victim who was promised a job in Qatar but

ended up suffering sexual abuse. According to the U.
State Department, Qatar has no afttafficking laws in

place and has made no progress in punishing offende
0Qatar is a transit and

women subjected to trafficking in persons, specifically
forced labor and, to a much lesser extent, forced pros
titution, 6 the Departmen
from Nepal, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, the Philippir
Indonesia, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Ethiopia, Sudan, Thaiiaﬂ,
Egypt, Syria, Jordan, and China voluntarily travel to Elio Di Rupo has been named the new, openly gay,
Qatar as laborers and domestic servants, but some Prime Minister of Belgium, after the country went a
subsequently face conditions indicative of involuntaryyear and a half without a government. King Albert Il
servitude. These conditions include threats of seriousnamed Di Rupo yesterday, and he will become the

~o

. .

been charged and detained. The PLHCW is calling for
justice for Edmund Padilla and for tougher national

action by the government. Reighben Labilles, a spokes-
pmesoandor the PLHCW, said
ment to initiate preactive programs that provides

parents and LGBT children the opportunities to pro-

mote freedom of expression of sexuality and gender.

oln a free society, the pa
of their LGBT children and stop altogether corporal
punishment. We are born this way and you cannot
punish us to change our se
0Since Edmund Padilla is a

no longer be covered by the UN Convention on the

physical or financial harm; job switching; the withholdisgcond openly gay head of government in Europe fol-Rights of theChild and our national child protection

of pay; charging workers for benefits for which the
employer is responsible; restrictions on freedom of

Il owi ng B edagpenodwitsouts federal

movement, including the confiscation of passports antion in Brussels which represents a population dividedd r e n

travel documents and the withholding of exit permits; into the Frenchspeaking south and Dutedpeaking

arbitrary detention; threats of legal action and deportanorth. The 68yearold has become the first Freneh
tion; false charges; and physical, mental, andsexual s peaki ng | eader in four
abuse. 6 lronically,

laws, yet we fear that so many violent acts perpetrated

administration. Di Rupo will lead a complicated coali- by parents and legal guardians against their LGBT chil-

go unreported. o01lt is
find ways to protect sons and daughters of whatever
age from familpased violence and the Convention is a

gdoeocda dpelsa c el etaod esrt aorft .to6h el acsott

h o moSoaalkstiParty, he will wiork with Christian idemodrats PresidenhBemigho Aquino Il to address the violation of

Africa and the Middle East. In Kenya, reports of the and Liberals and three other parties after forminga L GBT Fi | i pi n o thélandmarn Geneva f o |
abuse of gay men by police are widespread. coalition at the weekend. Di Rupo was the youngest apeech by US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton calling
sevenchildrenborn to ltalian immigrants. His father f or renewed efforts to pro
died when he was one and several of his older siblingflar | on Lacsamana, the grou
were brought up at a nearby orphanage. A proficient the Philippines are still on the receiving end of stigma,
student, he gained a doctorate in chemistry from Monhatred, violence, exclusion, homophobia, transphobia
Belgium before working at the University of Leeds, in and discrimination. The statement from Secretary Clin-
the UK in the late 1970s. In the 1980s he worked as aon hits close tohomeas she was speaking of condi-

Thailand airline includes transgender cabin crew

== attaché for the MinistePr esi dent of Bteil gn su npbrse sMan tl oinn aour count
region, before becoming mayor Mons and lateradelee onsi dered by President Aq
gate to the European Parliament. After becoming leadancourage the full implementation of human rights
of the countryds Soci al ipsrtotPeacrttiyo nisn 0lf9 919GB Thse ihni nisae

came MinisteiPresident of Wallonia, before being The PLHCW says 147 LGBT people have been mur-
sworn in as the count ry dderedsinde P86, With aniestirnated 37 ynardetseer d a )
Bel gi umds | ong peri od wicbrdedin20llglane.er nment was causeé
in large part by language tensions within the country

and a wide variety of political parties, making it difficult

Thail andds first transgefnodrerannayi ro nset egwaorudpe stsoe sg ahianv ea tnaakjeonr i t y . Bel gi umds | ¢
part in PC Airds i nau g urreglonaffgbvergntent mdant v was dble togoktmde t o Sur at

Thani. The new airline took on four transgender crew functioning without federal direction. Di Rupo has said

last year when hiring thirty Hlight staff. PC Air boss  he will take lessons to improve his Dutch at Parliament

Peter Chan told the Dai lafterffequerglygbeirgmriicizeddos his aliliéydorspeako |  t hi nk

these people can have maogreersd not just in the
entertainment busines¥ and many of them have a

the native language of 60% of the population. He was
sworn in yesterday after six parties agreed on a-177
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http://www.ibtimes.com/articles/270985/20111221/kenya-gay-men-sex-slaves-trafficking-middle.htm
http://www.ibtimes.com/articles/270985/20111221/kenya-gay-men-sex-slaves-trafficking-middle.htm
http://www.ibtimes.com/topics/detail/411/united-arab-emirates/
http://www.ibtimes.com/topics/detail/420/india/
http://www.ibtimes.com/topics/detail/378/pakistan/
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http://www.pinknews.co.uk/news/articles/2005-8015.html/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/news/articles/2005-8015.html/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/news/articles/2005-8015.html/
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http://www.pinknews.co.uk/news/articles/2005-10983.html/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/news/articles/2005-10983.html/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2012/01/05/filipino-father-admits-burning-son-after-discovering-three-children-were-gay/##
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2012/01/05/filipino-father-admits-burning-son-after-discovering-three-children-were-gay/##
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2012/01/05/filipino-father-admits-burning-son-after-discovering-three-children-were-gay/##
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2011/12/07/hillary-clinton-being-gay-is-not-a-western-invention-but-a-human-reality/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2011/12/07/hillary-clinton-being-gay-is-not-a-western-invention-but-a-human-reality/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2011/12/07/hillary-clinton-being-gay-is-not-a-western-invention-but-a-human-reality/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2012/01/05/filipino-father-admits-burning-son-after-discovering-three-children-were-gay/##
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2 3 6
\\
[ <
at
6PM-8PM
th_e Equality House Zoprm enjoy one of
will be reggrveg for 6:30PM our favorite LGBT
pgrson; dan come catch up with themed movies on
a OV_E |nr?r erto old friends or make the big screen
prow. e them a new friends at this PIZZA,
relaxing atmosphere | affordable buffet POPCORN, &
dinner at Panda SODA PROVIDED
China, 830 E $5 DONATION
Gregory Street REQUESTED
9 10 11 12

WED JAN 11TH

7oA "’
GAY l(SBIN BISEXUERIRANSGENDER QUESTIONING ALLIES

Hi‘{"ﬂ

W@ép

GOMBINED OPEN ROUNDTAB)E

7PM 7:45PM

we will finalize 2012 event details and we will appoint standing

plan spring fundraisers committees; membership;
nominating; fundraising;
advocacy; social; and publicity

WED JAN 11TH

come play one of
our many games,
or bring your
favorite

FEEL FREE TO
BRING FINGER
FOODS TO

SHARE

COI\/IBIN "PARTY FOR MALES & EEMALES

BLACK= Gay G

0y Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests.
ssroots sponsored event @ EqualitER&ESé= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House

PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ EqualityHotsesE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event away from Equality House

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502

(8503885

GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
15 18 - o « |19 20
®. . & & & 4
adinne,
VOLUNTEER (| for 4
TRAINING Equali “0“9\3
7PM - 7PM
if you are interested 6PM come learn more
in being a volunteer come enjoy a home about our rich Igbt
at Equality House cooked dinner of history and discuss
please come learn spaghetti, garlic the film afterwards
all there is to know bread, salad, des- DETAILS ON
about Gay sert, and iced tea PAGE 5
Grassroots, $5 DONATION
Equality House, and REQUESTED
PensacolaPRIDE, so
you can have the
information you
need to greet and
make comfortable
all who visit our
as low as $20
custom orders available
come by Equality House 6-8pm to purchase
Wrta# Saiﬁs 100% of proceeds go to Equality House
22 23

TUE 24th - THUR 26th 6 -9PM

come by and video tape your own story in your own words
Coming Out, Life Changing Moments, Thoughts on Equality

Gets Better, Etc., go on record with whatever you like
DETAILS ON PAGE 5

6-9PM

come play one of
our many games,
or bring your
favorite

FEEL FREE TO
BRING FINGER
FOODS TO
SHARE

t

6PM
come enjoy good

food and good
friends, both old
and new, bring a
side dish or dessert

to share.
BAKED CHICKEN

& RICE PROVIDED

M"d ﬁ;

wreat

Gra

sa?es

as low as $20
custom orders available

come by Equality House 6-8pm to purchase
100% of proceeds go to Equality House

Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests.
BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ EqualitRalde= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House

PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @

www.GGnwfl.com

EqualityHouse

friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE




Rainbow Blades,the Gay Grassroots newsletter

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

29 30 31

6PM-8PM
the Equality House

will be reserved for
persons 50 and
above in order to
provide them a

relaxing atmosphere

6:00PM
current book

0Shinedé by Lau-
ren Myrackle
info Brian
850 3752524
WED FEB 8TH

N\ [
GAY LEsBIAN BISENURIRIENSGENDER QUESTIONING ALLIES
Ny e (4

=
& G— St [Horida——-
SQNEINED. Q00N SOUNCTARLE

7PM
we will update progress for 2012
PenacolaPRIDE

7:45PM

we will draft proposed anti -
discrimination policy for City of
Pensacola & Escambia County

WED FEB 8TH

FEB 2 FEB 3

,,,,,

7PM

come enjoy one of
our favorite LGBT
themed movies on

the big screen

6:30PM
come catch up with

old friends or make
new friends at this
affordable buffet

, PIZZA,

dinner at Panda POPCORN, &

China, 830 E SODA PROVIDED

Gregory Street $5 DONATION
REQUESTED

6-9PM

6PM
come enjoy a home

cooked dinner of
vegetable soup,

come play one of
our many games,
or bring your

meatball hoagie, favorite

salad, dessert, and FEEL FREE TO
$5 DONATION FOODS TO
REQUESTED SHARE

Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community

guests.

BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ EqualitsR&lSé= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House
PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality(HotsesE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event away from Equality House

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502

(8528885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Cardinal compares gays rights movement to KKK
Healthcare taken away from gay couples before holiday
Ghana says it can make oO0gay &

Following months of heated debate, Michigan Republlhomosexuality in the country will be a thing of the

. can Governor Rick Snyder on Thursday signedHous@ ast . 6 LGBT Asyl um News po
Chicago Cardinal compares gay rights Bill 4770, eliminating health care coverage for domestzi r ect or Gener al of the <co
movement to the KKK partners of public employees, and prohibiting any govsaid in an interview this year that homosexuality
ernment entity in the state from providing such cover-0 st ar t ed-swixt s chiomgls®. He a
age. The bill has attracted sharp criticism from the become prevalent and so more people have become
media, university leaders, business leaders, and progesgare of it. This is just one of the many problems we

sive organizations throughout the state. HB 4771, whibhave i n our educat i @amiai$- sy
B the Governor vetoed, would have prohibited unions ter in Ghana reportedly ordered the arrest of all gays
from including similar coverage in collective bargainngnd | esbi ans in thePalountr

agreements. Both bills passed the legislature on Decdfwans Aidoo also called on landlords and tenants to

ber 137 lawsuits on behalf of affected families will  inform on those they believe to be gay. According to

likely be filed soon. Antjay Republicans Representat@h anai an news reports, he
Dave Agema (sponsor or the bills) and Attorney Gen-made t o get rid of these p
eral Bill Schuette have been trying to strip away healtkembert he countryds presi dent
care coverage for gay and lesbian families since Febnwoul d onever supporto the
ary, said Emily Dievendorf, Director of Policy for Equadexuality in the country, following the UK Govern-

ity Michigan. 0Gover nor nSenytddesr dasn nsouupnpcoernie nfagdro nt hti hse
Ch i c Zadinal$rancis Geordgeas never been shy appalling. Today, the Governor told unmarried public S, AR
about expressing his views on divisive issues like aboemployees that they can no longer care for their part- Lo
tion rights and civil unions for sarsex couples. But  ners or children. He has put hardworking gay and les-
gay rights groups say the Chicago archbishop crosset i an coupl es and their ¢
the line when he compared the gay rights movement &liminating important health care coverage. He has E
the Ku Klux Klan The comments came during an interspent the last two years talking about creating a wel-
view Wed, Dec 21, with Fox Chicago. When the cardieoming state with a attractive business climate, and tl -
nal was asked his views of a local pastor complainingbi 11 fl i es in the face | or f
that the annuafjay pride paradevould force the 0All families in our stalp e ¥ e - est
church to cancel its morning mass, George said he lies, should have fair access to health care coverage. :

supported the pastor. "You don't want the gay libera- Governor Snyder caved to the radical social agenda
tion movement to morph into something like the Ku coming from the legislature. He has rejected our sharg
Klux Klan, demonstrating in the streets against Catholtommitment to economic growth. In order to compete
cism." George said. Pressed by the interviewer, Georgen t oday ds gl obal busi n el
acknowledged that it was a strong analogy, but reiter-culture that prioritizes fundamental fairness. This law
ated his sentiment. oOThewirlhletoonrliyc soefr vteh et oK KhKu ratn
rhetoric of some of the gay liberation peopleWho is  public entities that currently provide coverage for do-
the enemy? The Cat hol i ¢ nttioparnbrs d empleyses, ineludisga Unidersity@fy
Wednesday, organizers with Chicago's annual gay pridiichigan, Michigan State University, Wayne State Un Northwest Florida
parade agreed to a later start time after Our Lady of versity and 11 of he 12 other public universities;
Mt. Carmel Church leaders objected to a newly State of Michigan (33,000 eligible employees under s
proposed route they claimed would blo@ccesgo contracts that went into effect in 2011); At least eight
Sunday Masses. Leaders said the new route would dreities, counties and school districts, including Ann Ar-
massive crowds and block the church's entrance. Onbor and Kal amazoo. 0The
Thursday, Equally Blessed, a coalition of four Catholibenefits away from families just in time for the holiday
groups that work for LGBT rights, called his commentgs mearspirited and cruel. Governor Snyder had an

ocrudedé and odemagogi c. "opporaity td showaréal le@dershipgredpu ancerdftof
comments are further _ewdence_ of just how msen_s!tlvethe_ political games; instead he gpprove_d an extreme |n an effo rt to be more
and out of touch the hierarchy is, and why opposition policy that sets our state back, jeopardizes our econ- . .
to its views is necessaromy amhd pmutosupousraifdariin iac efficient we have 3 distinct 0 s
0 e er i wa s e e s te xcehcoui tciev eo iarneacl toogry o i
know. Taken out of context the meaning can be misinserves no other purpose than to single out a small facebook pages. RequeSt
terpreted, 6 an ar chdi oc ensmarity ofsppoplé and demive dhem of aitical protea- i
woul d suggest peopl e r e atidns aslyearanidedby the U.S Coestitutione We. are to become a frlend on
prepared to challenge this law on behalf of Michigan eaCh'
Michigan Governor takes healthcare away from families in the coming .
gay couples before Christmas Holiday GayG rassrootsNWFL,
N 7 Ghana launches program to end homosexuality .
/ A spokesman for Ghanads EqualltyHouseLGBT, t ol
the Accra Mail he is confident a program in which
teachers warrstudentso f t he oadvers & PensaCOIaPRIDE-
of being gay will make i . I
Krampah, a Public Relations Officer, said his depart-
mentds HI V/ Al DS t@mingteachessr Thanks to our
to educate students on the spread of HIV and other
sexually transmitted diseases. THailsays calls had VOLU NTEER blogger
been made to better equip students with knowledge
about the health risks involved in a sexually active life DOUQ Landreth!
styl e. Mr Krampahdos stat t he
outlining the risks of sexual activity, the program will
"stop young people being ery
—— optimistic that things will change and the incidence of

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE



http://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/religion-belief/christianity/roman-catholicism/francis-george-PERLL000307.topic
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http://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/social-issues/minority-groups/gays-lesbians/gay-pride-chicago-EVFES00003262.topic
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http://www.lgbtqnation.com/2011/12/michigan-governor-signs-bill-to-ban-healthcare-coverage-for-unmarried-partners/
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Iﬂlm.f. .lrwﬁ m OSi ssyo calendar being sold
I@Gay stereotypes Ohumor o fill e
0Sissyé calendar being sBbdk offers advice to deal with so -called humor & more

foodso. I'n an intervi ew practicahwistomglively witvand/rouchkinsigdtievere s f «
' the launch, he said: 0GaPye tcrho wdss aG oempblaekteedoverarensta i Lget
aredeepf ri ed. é He added: 0 thingarenehow to tespdnd to &n amtayrjokej ogrhirig
friends. And a lot of them are a very different shape. out to being out in the workplace; from dealing with
0The word O6burl yd spr i ngtsejoyandaompfexity of Famsdx weddiags @&nd com- f L
of eating too many meatloafs, too many steaks, too mitment ceremonies (including how to propose and
many jumbo burritos. o6 Wilrite meanirgfal gows) to hamdling she legal @apérwork o r
ous book is based on gender and sexuality stereotypesv er y coupl e needs. Therebd
he argued there was an amount of truth in the sweep-and another on the challenges and opportunities of
. ing generalisations. He used macarons, a confection raising a family, plus sections on travel, bullying, enter-
made up of meringubased cookies sanwiched to-  taining, meeting new friends, introducing your partner
gether with jam or buttercream, as a particular exampte your family, a primer on gay pride, and so much
~of a gay food. Donnan snoied : 0The macaron craze i ¢
ne plus ultra of gay -foo = — any
blooded straight guy can even walk into a macaron

shop. I f you wanted to r STEVEN pETROW'S er.,

publish a picture of hin 6
Doonandés memoirs of grow ( OMpLETE y
town of Reading before he moved to New York was
\ turned into the BBC cult hit, Beautiful People. The Sla

An American calendar by a Christian cartoonist whichcolumnist has a history of irreverent statements. Whe
employs images of stereotyped gay men is still on salke announced he would marry his partner in 2008, he
today through Amazon in the US and the UK, afterit sai d: o0l al ways thought on ¢
was pulled by Barnes and iNoeblceel elborea tKii nngg dtsh ec afl aec al
I dm Not Gay, I dm Just a n®e stsoy :t hli2n kMolndtnh smaorfr iSeedx.! a
fusion, includes jokes about AIDS and effeminacy ingagt i cket . 6
men. Amazon has so far been unable to respond to
requests for information by PinkNews.co.uk about
whether the calendar would be withdrawn from sale. | (2 AY "N DON’ GET FAT N N E%

[ M A

(
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One of Kingb6s cartoons d
horseback and shouting 0
The sodomites are coming
memory of the US revolutionary hero and to gay rights
opponent Anita Bryant. While some have debated
whether the cartoons were genuine satire not designe
to cause offenceKing took to his own Facebook page
to rant about the gays who complained adding that it
was not the first time he had been bannétk said:
o0Howe! Hell hath no fury
He added that Al DS was a
would stop othe day guys
And for the tragedy of women anchildreni n f e c t
THAT stops the day their gay husbands and fathers
stop cheating on them. Anyone need MORE educatio
science or funding to un
calendar has received 727 negative reviews on the US
site and 35 in the UK. O
on earth did this bigoted piece of hate ever get printed
|l et alone accepted for s
disgusted that this has been allowed, and would re-
spectfully request that
Anot her added: o0This cal
satire by the lowest means possible. Making fun of a
vulnerable group of people, homophobia is bad enoug
without such propaganda

THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE TO LGBT LIFE

COMING OUT - SEX & DATING
ON THE JOB ~ SOCIAL OCCASIONS ~ RELA"ONSHIDS
TYING THE KNOT ~ STARTING A FAMILY » PLUS ANSWERS
TO HUNDREDS OF ETIQUETTE QUESTIONS AND “QUEERIES”™

WITH SALLY CHEW

follo us on
| tuutter

Our twitter followers

New bookds title and conten gay 2

stereotypes New book offers advice on how to address ant - continue to grOW’ fOIIOW us

Simon Doonan, gay Creative Ambassadbttarge of  gay humor and more Wi r m rch for

New York City department store Barneys, has made Finally, the first big book of manners for the more tharj @ twitter.co searc 0

waves with the release of a new book which details th&5 million lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender ped A :
tongueinnc heek differences b eantwedrted StatgscagdiCanada dnd the people who Y G a y G rassrqo

O0straighté foods. The t ildveteemjwork with themndand live wikh thera. Write
bests el | i ng diet advi ce b otenlby SteFen Betravhthe\Ym antharity @hdhe sub-
Get Fat, and aims to pr ojechéfha t-segwegdngnxpert atte dléw y Thanks to our
French women, from their delight in fashion, to their York Timeand a columnist folhe Huffington Ppst

brilliant choices in accessories and décor, to their aweY a h oShites Gay Weddi ngs. c o m, VOLUNTEER blogger
inspiring ability to | i ncate(withdistributioneo more thea RO® BGBT fetvspg Daniel Inviere'
are supposedly lighter, have less carbohydrate and lepers and website§) this is the definitive book of LGBT .
fat, and are arranged wietiduettend&ncgclopedicrinets dppraach, fiked with a i

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8528885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Marriage does a gay man good
Bisexual women at higher risk of depression, drinking

SameSex Marriage Laws on Health Care Use and ExA new study in the US says bisexual women are more
penditures in Sexual Minority Men: A Quasatural likely to suffer from depression and to binge drink than
Experiment, 6 is publ i sh enkn George Mason Wniversity feuadrthatthere was a |
Public Health. It found that costs associated with hypérigh likelihood of depression and alcohol abuse for

i mp r o vtension,gepyessioreandiadjustmenadisorders de-  bisexual teenagers regardless of gender. However, men
creased after equal marriage rights were introduced, appeared to experience a reduced risk of abuse as they

Mar ri equality

whether a man had a partner at the time or not. aged. Womends chances r ema
Author Mark L. Hatzenbuehler, of the Columbia Uni- found that women identified as straight or gay were less
versity Mailmarschoolo f  Publ i ¢ He al prbneto depressian thanGhose who were bisexual.

results suggest that removing these barriersimprovesTh os e parti ci pants said th
the health of gay and bistdytooked atsexeahidentidy,Tobhavioeand aitraction. n
suggest that marriage equality may produce broadpub-hese traits were compared

lic health benefits by reducing the occurrence of stress s sues. Lead researcher Li
related health condi ti onbe thisexpegaion orastandlarchthatsagersorapicks wren .
The study examined 1,211 male patients from a larges e x u a | identity and sticks
communitybased health clinic in Massachusetts. It saithisunderstanding about bisexuals. | think their risk has
lesbians were not included because of the small initah | ot mor e to do wiatthdylyt i g
samplesize. Northwestern University confirmed bisexual men ex-

isted The study by George Mason University is pub-
Study shows increased risk of depression and lished in the American Journal of Pultfiealth.

binge drinking among bisexual women

A USstudyof the effect of equal marriage rights claim
gay and bisexual men lead healthier lives when those
rights are introduced, regardless of whether they have
partner. Thereport looked at medical data from the
year before and the year after Massachusetts intro-
duced equal marriage laws in 2003. Authors said me(
cal care visits, mental health care visits and mental
health care costs all decreased, by 13% for health ca
visits and 14% for cost s

Effect of

DOMA costs same gender couples thousands

EE ARC H Careers better for out employees than closeted ones

ried by the federal government, which brought the  but he got support from the head of fixed income who
increased cost up to over $6,000 a ye@N\N said would stop by his desk from time to time. That "sent a
Tax code hurts gay couples
S

other factors which leave gays out of pocket include message that | was a wedigarded employee," Ken-
inheritance tax rules and higher capital gains tax expddrick-Smith said. The panel generally agreed that em-
sure for property ownership. The analysis also pointeghloyees in clierfacing and fronoffice positions have a
out that with a more complicated tax situation, gays tougher time coming out than their baekfice counter-

Q - may well spend mor e on tpars, becauseahene's morepressurefgenerated frdma n
sg 6@ equivalent straight couples. having to deal with more people everyday. Once they
| Q Q\; come out, gay employees find that not all problems of
QQ 6 Coming out most often leads to better career workplace culture are solved. Innocent tasks become
Coming out of the closet can boost your career, ac- magnified- going to the bathroom, for instance. Ken-

cording to new survey results from the Center for drick-Smith, and several members of the audience who
Work-Life Policy, a New Yorbased think tank. raised their hands, said other men avoid them in the
About half of sedentifying lesbian, gay, bisexual andmen's room. "There's the assumption that every guy

A study has said gay couples in the US can pay thou-transgender employees are open about their prefer- wants to check out another man," said Brian McNaught,
sands of dollars more in tax each year than similar  ences at work, according tthe surveyof 2,800 LGBT the panel moderator. Banks that don't create an envi-
straight couples, because the federal government dodsance workers conducted by Sylvia Ann Hewlett, ronment conducive to being openly LGBT may suffer
not allow married gay couples to file tax returns to-  director of the Center for Work-Life Policy. Onlya  from brain drain, said Hewlett. Aimost threguarters
gether. The disparity in the figures calculated during titfeird of those who are not out are satisfied with the  of respondents who aren't out are more likely to leave
joint study by CNN Money and H&R Block are one rate of advancement in their careers, compared with the company within three years, according to the sur-
result of the Defense of Marriage Act. The heavily  the almosttwo thirds of those who are out who said vey. Walter Schubert, the first openly gay member of
debated Act defines marriage on the federal level as they are satisfied. The survey results were unveiled athe New York Stock Exchange, said there's a moral
being between a man and a woman, so while individutile Out on the Street LGBT Leadership Summitin  imperative for gay senior executives to make them-
states can draw up tax systems according to their owMNew York. A panel about LGBT culture on Wall Streeselves available to younger employees, both gay and
laws on marriage equality, gay couples must file their concluded that the finandadustryis making strides on straight, to answer questions. The summit was con-
federal tax returns individually. The study examined aLGBT inclusion, but there's still a long way to go. Onevened by Deutsche Bank, Bank of America Merrill
range of scenarios and determined that for couples witlanel member, Mark Stephanz, a vice chairman in thé.ynch,BarclaysCitigroup, Goldman SachandMorgan
children, one of whom stays at home, one of whom global financial sponsors groupBdank of America Stanleyand was hosted by Deutsche Bank's headquar-
earns more than $100,000 each year, the increased dd&rrill Lynch said he chose to come out because "theters in New York.

for a gay couple was mainly a result of larger exposuramount of energy one expends on just hiding is incredi-

to income tax: $4,500. They added that the way tax ble." Sonelius KendrieBmith, a director irasset man-

credits for children, worth $1,000 per child, were agementt Deutsche Banksaid he was nervous about

phased out more quickly for couples classed as unmamoving to the trading floor from his analyst position,

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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Best LGBT rated companies
Ex-gay group looks for overseas money

Failing anti -gay organization turns to this é and thought it was
homophobic Trinidad for support something is wrong with publishing a religiously slanted
Following stories that the organization is heading to- ad, but one that openly discredits a community, ques-
wards oO0social and f i nan ctionstheironbvement towands rightsiand eliea, indS, &

.,9

EY

HRC unveils latest corporate equality index
The Human Rights Campaign has released its annualappeared in the Trinidad Sunday Express this month sense, undermines their actual existence is definitely a
rankings of US companies by the support they give toclaiming to warm of the dangers of homosexuality angroblem. And this tried to do just that, and in a re-

LGBT employees, and revealed that nearlyaquarterafay i ng gays o0can c¢han g e éspectiibamndgpsesdsciemific way asavell. The pablisher a y
the 850 companies surveyed scored full marks. mi ssion is to Omobil i ze sthhoeu lbdo dhya voef sGCeherni stthitso amidni
The Corporate Equality Index measures how LGBT gr ace and truth to a worprdobilBepmad@t e dwbdy bhemoseéexuléi

friendly employers are by examining insurance and The website ExGay Watch reported that following was banned by Apple earlier this yeat the time,

benefits policies for current employees, recruitment 0 moder ati on i n Amer i can BE/xoedwsséd ptrhees iodregnatn i/Azlaatni oGh ai
policies for new employees and retention rates for  to increase efforts abroad where it will encounterlesst o 6 deny equal representat
LGBT staff. Nearly half the US states do not have lawgormal opposition. The advert was funded by an unideremoving the app from its iTunestore. He said:

prohibiting discrimination in the workplace on the tified individual and appeared in the Trinidad Sunday ¢ Di scr i mi nati on of thought

grounds of sexual orientation. Race, gender, religion, Ex pr e s s . Entitled oWhat tyioaul sdnioaullodg uken oawn daBbeBaytth ehnotmic
national origin or disability discrimination are prohibites e x ual i t yé, it | i st s f i v\Watcipbiogsaidis Novembet thaeExades andyaer . | t
at the federal level. 193 of the 850 surveyed organissh omosexual i ty is the r eshurlan dofi tosseelxfu atlo bbreockoenmen ensosrd
tions met all the criteria necessary for atop score,ano s er i ous heal th ri skso6 asupporters Altbough &xoduslaunched minidiries imtige ¢
increase from only 13 who did so in 2001. Halfofthe t he pr eval ence of HI V 0 rGanbbeamirs2006,theyhate atiractiagrattemtmmmos its x L
top 20 companies, by revenue, scored full marks:AT& B | i ty is | egal i zed; t hatUSlogegtorsslara struggling. Id 20&80s Chantbérs wioper ¢
Chevron, Ford, JP Morgan Chase, Bank of America, soci et al attitude changetéo asnudp p ofritnearlsl ys,a ytihnagt: goaDesa
Hewlett Packard, Citigroup, Cardinal Health,Wells Fargph ange 6. Two of t he s o u ratExadusl Weshave ekpeaenced ap unbxpeictedly tow o r

and IBM. Joe Solmonese, president of the Human Rigtitsough Exodus Books, a venture of Exodus Interna- giving season this summer coupled with much higher
Campaign said: o0Cor por at tonalMmtkind sooree for te claimsacdntainegl in thé eexpensesifisurance ut i | i ti es, etc) .
charge for equality i n tahdev ewotr kips akExeo d u ® We n t ® mmatdnlet semesal staf§ go.\Weub payerseare aprecawds s 0
the businesses that participated in the CEl.Theyundes-i t e st ates: O0Chri st of fFerth®sewholre ado haning toeehdure thiswaftiendly e
stand that LGB-nclusive workplace policies are the  with homosexual tendencies. Exodus upholdsredem@ c onomy, our prayers are Ww
right thing to do and g otiodfor theih®mosesusl pergomas the processs . 6 The ful |

text of the Corporate Equality Index 2012 canbe foundh er eby si nds

on the Human Rights Campaig®ebsite, www.hrc.org. power is broken,
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and the individual is

freed to know and
experience their

true identity, as

discovered in

Christ and His

Church. That proc-

ess includes the

freedom to grow

into heterosexual-

ity. 6 A simil
vert appeared in
Jamaica promoting
the Isaachar Foun-
dation. Jamaica
currently penalizes
gay sex with up to
ten years in prison,
although its sodomy
law is not regularly
enforced. Next
year, The Human
Dignity Trust, a
new organization
founded to chal-
lenge criminaliza-
tion laws interna-
tionally, will be
supporting an at-
tempt to strike
down the criminali-
zation laws in Ja-
maica based on the
country@os
rights obligations.
Activist Brendon
O6Brien
the newspaper in
Trinidad which
published the origi-

nal advert saying:
0They |l ooked

ar ad-

human

wrote to

at

(8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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