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Summer is here and Gay Grassroots will be more active than ever

Seems like each month we just keep adding
more and more things into the mix for mem-
bers of our local LGBT community to partici-
pate in. Last month we began our LGBT Law
series, while it will continue over the summer,
we will be adding another series of workshops
on LGBT financial planning, stay tune for de-
tails. The 2nd Monday LGBT Health & Well-
ness series also continues this month with the
“Still Caught in the Storm” presentation on
HIV/AIDS in the south. Details on all of these
workshops can be found on page 6.

Never wanting to ignore having some fun we
are bringing back our monthly bike rides. If
dancing is more your thing, a new weekly line
dancing class begins this month as well. Info on
both of these fun activities can be found below.

Be sure to check out the calendar on pages | |-
I3 for the dates of our potluck dinner, cook-
out, fiesta parade, and all the other stuff we
have going on.

Last month we traveled to Mobile for their
pride weekend, this month we will be going
over to Panama City to support their event and
to have a booth to promote our Pensacola-
PRIDE that is coming up in October. For more
info on this road trip see page 4,

For those who have always wanted to be a
model don’t forget time is running out for our
Equality House photography/art project, see
page 4 for an update and preview.

As someone who always strives to be objective
| offer my take on President Obama’s recent
launch of an LGBT White House page and his
work for LGBT equality on my “as | see it
page” on page 2. The actions in my home state
of Tennessee to make it illegal to mention the
word “gay” in public schools got me so fired up
| had to add a “more as | see it” page on page
3. There are two web pages listed here for you
to go to to learn more and stand up for the
children of Tennessee.

LGBT line dancing classes and bike rides to start up!

Thought Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell was over? Think
again, you will not believe what is going on in
it's final days, see for yourself in our “hot topic”
on page |5.

While our community has to stay focused on
LGBT issues and concerns, we should never
loose sight that we are also members of a lar-
ger society. Donna and other local members of
our community recently spearheaded a 2nd
relief supply effort for the tornado victims in
Tuscaloosa, you can read as see photos on page
5.

Lastly | ask that you make a real effort to at-
tend our Gay Grassroots meetings and Pensa-
colaPRIDE planning roundtables, we need your
participation now more than ever. Date and
times are on our calendar pages.

In Pride,
Doug Landreth,
Rainbow Blades Editor

Gay Grassroots is pleased to announce that Ron
Busby, a dance instructor of 25 years, is now
offering “country” & “non-country” line dance
classes for singles and couples with no, little, or
lots of line dancing experience every Monday night
from 7PM-9PM at Holy Cross MCC. A donation

AN@HN@ of $5 or non-perishable food items are requested, S
to benefit the MCC food pantry, for each lesson.

Contact Ron at 850 572-4604 for more information.

Gay Grassroots is pleased to bring back a
monthly LGBT bike ride to Pensacola. The
3rd Saturday of each month we will embark
on a leisurely bike ride to be followed by a
picnic at the conclusion of the ride. Our Ist
ride will be Saturday June 18th @ 10AM
leaving and returning to the Equality House.
Participants will decide where future rides

will take us. Contact Brian at 850 375-2524 for more information.
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President Obama launches LGBT White House
webpage and issues LGBT Pride Month
Proclamation, but is it enough?

Enumerating past accomplishments from the substantive
to the symbolic, the Obama administration has
launched an LGBT-specific page on the White House
website to coincide with the first day of LGBT Pride
Month. Dedicated to issues affecting LGBT Americans
— by all accounts an increasingly key donor constitu-
ency for Obama's 2012 reelection campaign — the
webpage features a laundry list of administration ac-
complishments: signing "don't ask, don't tell" repeal into
law, declaring Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage Act
unconstitutional, as well as inviting LGBT families to the
annual Easter Egg Roll on the South Lawn of the White
House and awarding the Medal of Freedom to LGBT
trailblazers Billie Jean King and the late Harvey Milk.
"Since taking office, the President has demonstrated
that his vision for a brighter future includes greater
equality for LGBT Americans," the website reads. "The
President and his Administration are dedicated to elimi-
nating barriers to equality, fighting discrimination based
on sexual orientation and gender identity, and engaging
LGBT communities across the country.” Though titled
"Winning the Future: President Obama and the LGBT
Community," the website does not break news regard-
ing some of the more pressing calls for equality made
by gay Americans — particularly the call for the presi-
dent's endorsement of equal marriage rights for gay and
lesbian couples. Though the administration supports
congressional repeal of DOMA, President Obama has
said he is "evolving" on and "wrestling" with the issue.
Asked in the Tuesday White House press briefing why
the president has not announced public support for
marriage equality, White House press secretary Jay
Carney replied, "The president has said in the past
what his position is. It hasn’t changed. And if it changes,
I'm sure he’ll let you all know." The site includes "It
Gets Better" videos made by President Obama, Vice
President Joe Biden, and administration officials includ-
ing Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. The White House
issued a statement (see box) in advance of Gay Pride
Month, declaring LGBT rights to be human rights and
recapping President Obama's efforts at advancing equal-
ity here and abroad.

From my stand point there are three main things to
keep in mind when judging President Obama on LGBT
issues. While he has done much more than any other
former president on behalf of LGBT equality we often
compare him to; past presidents who were in office
when the general understanding of LGBT discrimination
was far less than it is today; past presidents were in
office at times when societies' support of LGBT libera-
tion was much lower, and; more than a few of the
things he has “done” for our community could easily be
considered mentions that have lacked any real follow
up action by him. While | do consider that President
Obama has moved the gay civil rights movement fur-
ther along than any other 2008 presidential candidate
probably would have, our country has been far out
paced by many industrialized counties during his time in
office. During pride month, like always, we should give
credit where credit is due, but let’s never fail to stand
up and say when there is still much we expect from our
president and all elected officials. It is up to us to sup-
port them and hold them accountable.

That’s how | see it!
Doug Landreth, Gay Grassroots President

www.GGnwfl.com
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON -

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

The story of America's Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) community is the story of our fathers
and sons, our mothers and daughters, and our friends and neighbors who continue the task of making our coun-
try a more perfect Union. It is a story about the struggle to realize the great American promise that all people
can live with dignity and fairness under the law. Each June, we commemorate the courageous individuals who
have fought to achieve this promise for LGBT Americans, and we rededicate ourselves to the pursuit of equal
rights for all, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity.

Since taking office, my Administration has made significant progress towards achieving equality for LGBT Ameri-
cans. Last December, | was proud to sign the repeal of the discriminatory "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy. With
this repeal, gay and lesbian Americans will be able to serve openly in our Armed Forces for the first time in our
Nation's history. Our national security will be strengthened and the heroic contributions these Americans make
to our military, and have made throughout our history, will be fully recognized.

My Administration has also taken steps to eliminate discrimination against LGBT Americans in Federal housing
programs and to give LGBT Americans the right to visit their loved ones in the hospital. We have made clear
through executive branch nondiscrimination policies that discrimination on the basis of gender identity in the
Federal workplace will not be tolerated. | have continued to nominate and appoint highly qualified, openly LGBT
individuals to executive branch and judicial positions. Because we recognize that LGBT rights are human rights,
my Administration stands with advocates of equality around the world in leading the fight against pernicious laws
targeting LGBT persons and malicious attempts to exclude LGBT organizations from full participation in the
international system. We led a global campaign to ensure "sexual orientation" was included in the United Na-
tions resolution on extrajudicial execution -- the only United Nations resolution that specifically mentions LGBT
people -- to send the unequivocal message that no matter where it occurs, state-sanctioned killing of gays and
lesbians is indefensible. No one should be harmed because of who they are or who they love, and my Admini-
stration has mobilized unprecedented public commitments from countries around the world to join in the fight
against hate and homophobia.

At home, we are working to address and eliminate violence against LGBT individuals through our enforcement
and implementation of the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act. We are also
working to reduce the threat of bullying against young people, including LGBT youth. My Administration is ac-
tively engaged with educators and community leaders across America to reduce violence and discrimination in
schools. To help dispel the myth that bullying is a harmless or inevitable part of growing up, the First Lady and |
hosted the first White House Conference on Bullying Prevention in March. Many senior Administration officials
have also joined me in reaching out to LGBT youth who have been bullied by recording "It Gets Better" video
messages to assure them they are not alone.

This month also marks the 30th anniversary of the emergence of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, which has had a pro-
found impact on the LGBT community. Though we have made strides in combating this devastating disease,
more work remains to be done, and | am committed to expanding access to HIV/AIDS prevention and care. Last
year, | announced the first comprehensive National HIV/AIDS Strategy for the United States. This strategy fo-
cuses on combinations of evidence-based approaches to decrease new HIV infections in high risk communities,
improve care for people living with HIV/AIDS, and reduce health disparities. My Administration also increased
domestic HIV/AIDS funding to support the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program and HIV prevention, and to invest in
HIV/AIDS-related research. However, government cannot take on this disease alone. This landmark anniversary
is an opportunity for the LGBT community and allies to recommit to raising awareness about HIV/AIDS and
continuing the fight against this deadly pandemic.

Every generation of Americans has brought our Nation closer to fulfilling its promise of equality. While progress
has taken time, our achievements in advancing the rights of LGBT Americans remind us that history is on our
side, and that the American people will never stop striving toward liberty and justice for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority
vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 201 | as Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month. | call upon the people of the United States to eliminate prejudice
everywhere it exists, and to celebrate the great diversity of the American people.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day of May, in the year of our Lord two
thousand eleven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

www.facebook.com/gaygrassroots

www.facebook.com/pensacolapride
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WE CAN NOT LET THIS GO
UNCHALLENDGED:

TENNESSEE BILL TO MAKE IT ILLEGAL TO
SAY THE WORD GAY IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
PASSES VOTE IN SENATE

Dubbed the “Don’t Say ‘Gay’ Bill” by opponents, the
measure insists that any instruction or materials pro-
vided to students on the subject of sexuality must be
“limited exclusively to natural reproductive science.”
Teachers who violate the rule could be fined up to $50
and sentenced to as many as 30 days behind bars. This
bill would tie the hands of school counselors, school
psychologists, teachers, principals and other school
employees in protecting our children. If a child is ex-
periencing issues relating to their sexual orientation or
identity, they would be unable to discuss those issues
with the adults who are supervising and teaching

them. Early detection of the signs of depression can
help prevent suicides among lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender youth. The very teachers who are charged
with being the protectors of all children would be
barred from even comforting and offering a few affirm-
ing words to a student who is questioning their sexual
orientation.

Supporters say the bill allows parents, rather than
teachers, to decide when and what their children learn
about homosexuality.

Similar to the military’s misguided and recently repealed
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy this bill assumes that if
you don’t talk about something, it will go quietly away.
Apart from being profoundly silly, the measure is also
utterly unnecessary.“Gay lessons” aren’t part of any
grade-school or middle-school curriculum.Third-
graders don’t analyze the gender identity of Judy Moody.
Seventh-graders don’t delve into the homoerotic sub-
text of Huckleberry Finn.

If this bill is approved when the House finally votes on it
next year, Tennessee will be the first state to have such
a law. (According to the Associated Press, California and
Washington both struck down similar bills within the
past decade.) But it wouldn’t be the first to censor
school curricula; remember getting a prettified version
of slavery, the Holocaust or the Vietnam War? The
worst thing about this bill is that it's dangerous. Outlaw-
ing the discussion of any subject sends a clear message
that the subject is unacceptable and doesn’t belong at
school. Questioning your sexuality? Don’t bring that
burden to class. Have two moms at home? Keep it to
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yourself, kids.

As introduced, the bill requires that “no public elemen-
tary or middle school shall provide any instruction or
material that discusses sexual orientation other than
heterosexuality.*

Bullying is escalating both on and off school grounds,
locally and nationally. Many of these incidents involve
real and perceived sexual orientation, gender identity
and expression. The *“ Don’t Say Gay” bill would jeop-
ardize the safety and well-being of students.

Perhaps Tennessee lawmakers have not noticed that gay
teens in this country have it lousy. Most are bullied,
many are depressed, and some have even killed them-
selves as a result. While everyone from President
Obama to Ke$ha is making “It Gets Better” videos to
encourage gay teens to be optimistic about their fu-

! tures, the greatVolunteer State (sad to say my home

state) is telling students, “Sorry, It Gets VWay Worse
Before It Gets Better.”

This legislation raises serious issues of bias as well as
free speech. SB049 is, quite simply, an attempt to con-
trol what teachers and schools teach. Consider what
effects this bill could have if it becomes law: teachers
could be prohibited from even mentioning the fact that
lesbian, gay, and bisexual people exist. It is quite possi-
ble that school libraries would fail to comply with the
law if their shelves contained books with lesbian, gay, or
bisexual characters. Would textbooks discussing the
history of the holocaust be prohibited from listing ho-
mosexuals among those persecuted with Jews, Gypsies,
and political dissenters in Nazi Germany?

It’s not clear what would happen if a student asked a
question in class about laws that discriminate based on
sexual orientation—the teacher might have to respond
that he or she is not allowed to discuss such subjects.

Lastly, the Tennessee State Board of Education has no
approved curriculum addressing the issue of homosexu-
ality in grades K-8. This bill is simply a ploy to introduce
bias toward lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender peo-
ple in schools that could jeopardize the safety of Ten-
nessee students.

If these lawmakers had been better educated them-
selves—had been drawn into a smart and safe discus-
sion about homosexuality back when their minds were
still open—maybe they'd be more concerned with edu-
cating kids than sheltering them. More determined to
hush hate speech than to muffle knowledge.

| don’t know how to reverse ignorance and intolerance.
But | do know this, they don’t go away just because we
ignore them. PLEASE go to http://wesaygay.com,
to learn more and sign the petition to stop this
dangerous bill.

The bill was introduced 6 years ago by then Tennessee
House Republican, Stacey Campfield. It was rejected
and was brought up again this year by the Tennessee
Republican Senator, Stacey Campfield. It passed the
Senate Commitee for Education on April the 20th and
will be voted on on the 28th of this month. The Sena-
tors who voted for the bill were Crowe, Gresham,
Kelsey, Summerville, and Tracy and maybe Woodson.
The Senators who voted against it were Berke,

Burks, and Tate. Most media sources say Woodson
voted against it but the Tennessean Government’s
website contradicts itself on which way she voted.

The Members on the General Subcommitee of Educa-
tion in the House are Joey Hansley, Joe Carr, Harry
Brooks, Kevin Brooks, John DeBerry, Lois DeBerry, Bill

Dunn, Craig Fitzhugh, Ron Lollar, Debra Maggart, Rich-
ard Montgomery, Jimmy Naifeh, and Joe Pitts. The
house has not voted on this bill yet, nor have they put it
on their calendar. So if you want to help, you can call
one of them and voice your opinion on this bill. The
page with contact information on everyone in
the house is right: http://www.capitol.tn.gov/
house/members/

| hope that you will help me in making sure that all
LGBT persons are safe in Tennessee, it was only a few
years ago that the county commissioners in the county
that | grew up in failed in their attempt to make it illegal

for gays or lesbians to live in the county.

Wherever we see such harmful efforts we need to all
join in the fight.

That’s how | see it,
Doug Landreth, Gay Grassroots’ President

One of Gay Grassroots 201 |
Advocacy goals is

Establishing Gay Straight Alliances
in ALL area high schools

The recent rash of anti-gay bullying has demon-
strated more than ever the need for GSA clubs.
This is becoming even more important as many
school systems around the country, even in place
that we consider more fair minded than our state
have begun to actively work to make the school
climate even more dangerous for LGBT students.
Until recently the Escambia County School Board
has had policies and/or practices that thwarted all
attempts to established these clubs. Realizing an
important opening in their obstructive measures we
are now enlisting adults who would like to be a
sponsor for an individual school club. We are
currently working on putting together a training
curriculum for adults who would like to sponsor a
single GSA club in one school. We plan to offer
this training late summer. For now you can sign up
as a friend on our Greater Pensacola GSA face-
book page. We will keep you up to date on our
progress. For us to make this happen we are
greatly dependant on your participation. After all

who needs our protection more than the children?

Equality House, 317 N. Spring Street, Pensacola, FL 32501

850 429-7551

GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Volunteer trainings for Gay Grassroots
Ambassadors offered FRI JUNE IOTH @ 6PM
and FRI JUNE I7TH @ 7PM

.

VOLUNTEER
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Everyone is encouraged to attend one of our upcoming
volunteer trainings. During this | to | 1/2 hour work-
shop you will learn all there is to know about Gay
Grassroots, our role at the Equality House, and how
we pull of PensacolaPRIDE, and most importantly how
you can find a role in each. Please RSVP if you are able
to attend.

PensacolaPRIDE Open Planning Roundtable
WED JUNE I5TH and JUNE 22ND @ 6PM

Everyone is invited to join us as we continue our plan-
ning for a bigger and better PensacolaPRIDE 201 1.
Before the meeting everyone is asked to think of enter-
tainment they would like to see perform during Satur-
day’s Festival in the Park, events they think would be
well attended during the week, possible advertisers, and
ideas to start raising money now. Refreshments will be
provided.

Gay Grassroots Open Meeting
WED JUNE 29TH @ 6PM

GA GAY LESBIAN BISEXURIRTRANSGENDER QUESTIONING ALLIES

Nordwest Florfida——

Everyone is invited to join us as we continue our
growth and organizing. We will setting up committees
and discussing the responsibilities for each committee.
This will be a very important meeting that we need as
many people as possible to attend. Refreshments will be
provided.

www.GGnwfl.com
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Volunteers needed for “Emerald Coast
PrideFEST” in Panama City, SAT JUNE 25TH

Emerald Coast Pride will hold their PrideFEST on Pa-
nama City Beach on Saturday June 25th, and Gay Grass-
roots would like to support their efforts and promote
our upcoming PensacolaPRIDE by setting up a booth.
To do so we need several, the more the merrier!, to go
help us staff the booth. We have participated in several
events with them and they are a great group of people,
it is sure to be a fun time. Please contact us if you
would like to go over with us. You may car pool from
the Equality House @ 7am or meet us at Panama City
Beach during the day. Please RSVP if you are able to
help. Please note the Equality House will be closed in
order for us to make this road trip.

Our LGBT History Project historical expert asks
for YOUR help

Mr. Jay Watkins, PhD Student of American Studies,
Department of English, at King's College in London is
offering us his expertise as we continue the collection
of materials for our local LGBT history project. Via e-
mail he as says, “| would like to stress to your readers
the importance of life stories from older gay men and
lesbians (especially African American's as they are very
under-represented in gay history in general). In addi-
tion, | would like to stress how important it is to docu-
ment and record our history for future generations. As
far as | can tell, no one has written about the rich gay
history of this part of Florida in any depth. My particu-
lar project looks at gay communities in Pensacola and
the Gulf Coast before bar culture (pre roughly 1965) so
those are the people | am most interested, but every-
one is welcome to participate. | would point out that a
person doesn't necessarily have to have lived in Pensa-
cola all of their lives, finding out why people moved to
the area is highly important as well. It might also be
useful to note that if a person wishes to participate
anonymously or confidentially, their wishes will be
respected.” Jay holds a Master's in History from Geor-
gia State and is currently working on his PhD in history
at King's College in London. He has generously offered
to help catalogue items and to take personal interviews
while he is in the Panhandle this summer working on
research for his dissertation. Jay will be a major asset
to the project, both as a researcher and as a trainer for
volunteers. Jay is familiar with much of the early local
LGBT history as he did his graduate thesis on the early
Panama City LGBT community. Joshua Jones, who is
heading up the Pensacola LGBT History Project, asks
that EVERYONE look in their closets, attics, and stor-
age sheds for any items or information that can added
to this project. No piece of information or memora-
bilia is too small or unimportant. You may drop off any

www.facebook.com/pensacolapride
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items for this project at the Equality House. For more
information or questions please e-mail Joshua Jones,
who is heading up this project, at joshuaajones
@gmail.com or Jay, who is donating his historical docu-
mentation and preservation expertise, at
jerry.watkins_iii@kcl.ac.uk.

Equality House art project update

Melanie, owner of M. Paradise Photography, is well
under way in her effort to emblazon the walls of Equal-
ity House with photos of our community. The objec-
tive of these photos is to represent diversity through a
playful, tasteful approach. You can see the current
Equality House album at: http://www.facebook.com/
pages/M-Paradise-Photography/137245563006546#!/
media/set/?
set=a.164259760305126.42396.137245563006546. If
you are interested in being a model for this exciting art
project details can be found on her web page: http:/
mparadise-photography.com. Melanie did a few more
pictures this past weekend and will be adding them
soon. She is trying to get at least a picture in it every
weekend. In addition to donating her finished photo-
graphs to Gay Grassroots, she is in talks to do a bene-
fit art show benefit at Mercedes’ Gallery (Full Circle
Gallery in Fort Walton Beach) in August where our
photographs would be shown. Stay tuned for further
details. Melanie also donates her time as our webmas-

ter!

Plans underway for LGBT financial planning

29y

series

Donna Gail Spencer, with Wells Fargo, has approached
Gay Grassroots about presenting a series of free work-
shops focusing on the unique needs of LGBT persons in
regards to their finances. Please stay tune for details. If
you have expertise in a field and would like to present a
program or series at the Equality House please contact
Gay Grassroots.

Bylaws completed, non-profit filling in works

With the completion of gay Grassroots’ bylaws behind
us, we are now finishing up the application process for
becoming recognized by the IRS as a non-profit organi-
zation.


mailto:joshuaajones@gmail.com
mailto:joshuaajones@gmail.com
mailto:jerry.watkins_iii@kcl.ac.uk
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Gay Grassroots leader heads up 2nd relief deliv-
ery to Tuscaloosa

Gay Grassroots’ Treasurer Donna Stough headed up a
2" relief effort for the victims of the tornado in Tusca-
loosa, Alabama. Once again members of the local
LGBT community and Holy Cross MCC family came
thru filling a large truck to capacity with much needed
supplies. While many names of those who joined in this
relief effort are unknown their actions were felt my
many. Some of the larger donations included 10 sofa
beds from the Pensacola Hilton Garden Inn; lots of
towels, wash cloths and bed linens by other Pensacola
area resorts; many new clothing items from Jack’s Big
and Tall Men’s shop; another full trailer of clothes col-
lected by the Gonzalez United Methodist Church;
walkers and other equipment used by the elderly do-
nated by the Council on Aging of West Florida; and
handmade teddy bears and baby blankets donated by an
elderly lady who paid for a taxi so that she could get
her items onto the truck before it left. The MCC head-
quarters Relief Fund donated $500 to cover the truck
costs, this was orchestrated by Rev. Elder Diane Fisher.
Pictured loading the truck are Yvette, Donna, Karin, &
Miriam

Equality House, 317 N. Spring Street, Pensacola, FL 32501 850 429-7551 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Meet before and after the Fiesta Parade, THUR
JUNE 9TH @ 6PM

il

Gay Grassroots invites you to come park you care at
the Equality House and we will go together to Pensa-
cola’s biggest parade of the year. Afterwards we will
return to the center and hang out and catch up with

each other.

Teen & children days needs more participation
to continue

In an effort to offer activities to meet the needs and
desires of our entire LGBT community, Gay Grassroots
set aside times each month specifically with teens and
children in mind. These events have not been well
attended. We will continue to offer these events dur-
ing June and July, however if they continue not to be
taken advantage of we will discontinue them and look
for other options that may better fit the needs and
desires of a greater number of people.

2nd Monday series continues with
presentation on “Still Caught in The Storm”
MON JUNE I13TH @ 7PM

LGBT Health
rgorte T

"Still Caught in the Storm” focuses on the ongoing
epidemic of HIV/AIDS among gay and bisexual men in
the 16 Southern states and the District of Columbia.
This ground breaking research brings to light many of
the ways that the LGBT communities in the south are
disproportionally hit by HIV and some of the lessons
learned while battling HIV/AIDS in the south. The
report provides new estimates of the numbers of gay,
bisexual, and other men who have sex with men (MSM)
living in each state, the portion living with HIV or AIDS,
and the steps that could be taken to stem the tide of
new infections. The new research shows that an esti-

www.GGnwfl.com
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mated | in 14 Southern men who have sex with men
(MSM) are living with HIV/AIDS and black men having
the largest percentage of infections. According to the
report, | in 5 black MSM are living with HIV/AIDS com-
pared with | in 16 Hispanic MSM, and | in 22 white
MSM. This program, sponsored by the Elton John AIDS
Foundation and the Red Ribbon Charitable Foundation,
will be presented by Patrick Packer, Executive Director
of the Southern AIDS Coalition National Policy Center.

2nd “LGBT- the Law & You” workshop:
Estate Planning SAT JUNE | I TH @ 4:30PM

Attorney Joshua Jones continues his 5 part series on
legal issues of particular importance to the LGBT com-
munity. These free workshops, sponsored by Gay
Grassroots, will be held the 2nd Saturday of each
month at the Equality House from 4:30pm til 6:30pm.
Persons wishing to attend are asked to RSVP for each
workshop by e-mail. The tentative schedule is: May
14th-general overview; June | Ith-real estate; July 9th-
adoption; August |3th-same gender divorce; Septem-
ber|0th-estate planning.

Bike rides and picnics return! SAT JUNE 18TH

We will meet at the Equality House, stow our picnic
food, and head out on a leisurely paced bike ride down-
town. Afterwards we will return to enjoy a picnic
under the shade tree at the Equality House. Gay Grass-
roots will provide fried chicken. We will also decide
where we will meet up and ride for future bike rides
that will take place the 3rd Saturday of each month.

Pre 4th of July cookout SAT JULY 2 @ NOON-
2PM

Nothing says summer fun like a fourth of July cookout.
Gay Grassroots will host a pre 4th cookout on Satur-
day July 2nd at the Equality House. Burgers, dogs, (and
their fixings), baked beans, and potato salad will be
provided. Please feel free to bring side dishes or des-
serts to add.
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Gay Grassroots & PensacolaPRIDE
meeting days have changed to
Wednesdays.

Due to scheduling conflicts Gay Grassroots and Pensa-
colaPRIDE meetings have been changed from Thursdays
to Wednesdays.

PensacolaPRIDE open planning roundtables will now be
held on the 2nd and 3rd Wednesday of each month
(days may be changed due to conflicts) PLEASE NOTE
THAT JUNE’S MEETINGS WILL BE ON THE 3RD &
4TH, JUNE I5TH & 22ND @ 6PM. Everyone is invited
to come with ideas and suggestions as to how we can
continue to improve our annual festival.
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Gay Grassroots open meetings will now be held on the
4th Wednesday of each month (days may be changed
due to conflicts) PLEASE NOTE THAT JUNE’S MEET-
INGS WILL BE ON THE 5TH WED, WED JUNE 29 @
6PM. Everyone is invited to come be a part of our
growth.

PLEASE CHECK THE CALENDAR PAGES
FOR MORE EVENTS AND
ACTIVITES HAPPENINGS

AT THE EQUALITY HOUSE

Please take a look around and see if you
have any items that we would like to

to the Equality House.

www.facebook.com/pensacolapride
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OASIS to bring Ist expansion of ManREACH
gatherings to Northwest Florida

After learning about Colorado ManREACH, Butch
McKay, Executive Director of Okaloosa AIDS Support
& Informational Service, assembled a small group of gay
men to see if they saw as much value in the program as
he did, and if they would be interested in bring similar
gatherings to North Florida. Over a 3 day introduction
to the program everyone’s enthusiasm for bringing
ManREACH to North Florida grew, as did their friend-
ships and bonds with each other.
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ManREACH is an outdoor gathering (typically hosted at
a campground with cabins) of gay men in an open, re-
spectful, and safe environment to promote health,
responsibility, and ownership in a gay-affirming commu-
nity. Unaltered by drugs or alcohol, participants grow
closer as they support healthy transformations in them-
selves and their community, modeling stewardship and
mentorship of one another. The sense of community is
broadened to be more inter-generational and cross-
cultural. Being a grass roots, peer-based gathering,
where leaders and participants are one in the same,
programming centers around “heart-circles” out of
which conversations/workshops organically grow to
meet the needs of the men in attendance. The Ist
North Florida ManREACH is scheduled for Friday Oc-
tober 21st-Sunday October 23, 201 | and will take place
a t a fully equipped campground in North Florida, tenta-
tive cost is $50 which includes all meals and activities.
More details will be announced soon. To learn more
about Colorado ManREACH, the program that North
Florida ManREACH is being modeled after visit their
website: www.manreach.org.

Elton John urges Florida Governor not to cut
HIV drug program

Pop star and AIDS activist Elton John wrote a letter
Tuesday, May 31, to Florida governor Rick Scott plead-
ing with him not to change income requirements for his

state's AIDS Drug Assistance Program. The ADAP
allows HIV-positive people to obtain lifesaving medica-
tions for free or at a discounted price. Florida is consid-
ering adjusting the financial requirements for the pro-
gram, so people making over a certain income would be
bumped from the program — 1,600 could be kicked off
Florida's ADAP if the change moves forward. John,
founder of the Elton John AIDS Foundation, asked Scott
in his letter to leave the program intact, the Associated
Press reports. You may recall that over 60 persons
from Northwest Florida traveled to Tallahassee earlier
this year to demonstrate their concern over the pro-
posed changes to this life saving program. Photos of the
trip in the May issue were not properly credited to http:/
noflacweb.org.

Florida transgender student elected prom queen

Andii Viveros was in shock when it was her name that

was announced as queen of the McFatter Technical High
School prom in Fort Lauderdale. "l don't even remem-
ber what happened at that moment," the 17-year old
high school senior said."l knew people were voting for
me, people care enough to vote for me." Andrew
Viveros, is a young transgender woman, who at age |7
is a graduating senior”It's a big stepping stone," Viveros
says. "People can see it's finally OK to be who you are
and do what you want no matter how different you
are." Viveros, who is also president of the Gay-Straight
Alliance, tells the Sentinel that he won the backing of
school administrators after writing a speech explaining
his right to run for the title and the daily struggle of
being transgender. The newspaper, almost as an aside,
notes that Juan Macias, an openly gay teen, was
crowned prom king. Andii isn't the typical prom queen.
She was born Andrew Viveros in Davie, Fla., where some
of the people weren't so understanding when she
started living as a young woman two years ago. She
wears a full face of makeup to school, and dresses, and
is not afraid to stand up for herself. "Last year, she said
| couldn't wear a dress to school because it could cre-
ate a disturbance," said Viveros of a former principal.
Viveros' reaction? Wear a dress the very next day.

So Viveros wasn't surprised when she was bombarded
with hateful messages online and unsettling phone calls
once people found out that she had nominated herself
for prom queen. Schoolmates would say that "there
would be problems" if she didn't back down and wrote
nasty messages on one another's Facebook walls.
Viveros went to the new principal, who called every
single person into her office who'd harassed Viveros and
disciplined them. "She said, 'Don't back down for any-
thing, | want you to run," said Viveros. She didn't. "I'm
doing in my heart what | want to do, the right thing to
do." When prom night finally came, they called all the
candidates onstage one at a time. First the court, then
the third runner up and then the second.Viveros' name
still hadn't been called, and she was left standing next to
a very popular girl who she was sure would win.Then,
the announcement. "They said, "Your prom queen is
Andrew Viveros," said Viveros, recalling the moment. "l
just had this weird smile on my face." Since winning,

Viveros' story has circulated around the world. Just
searching her name on the Internet brings up a myriad
of blog posts and articles -- many written by those in
the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender community.As
president of the Gay Straight Alliance at her high school,
Viveros said her winning was a great thing for the LGBT
community. "People are actually writing to me, how I'm
making a difference," she said. "That it actually gets
better, that they have something to strive for."

For now, Viveros' crown is on display in her mother's
china cabinet. After graduation she will attend college
to take culinary courses.

Holy Cross MCC'’s new transgender ministry
outreach team to hold Ist community
HOLY CR@Ss

workshop SUN JUNE 26th @ 2PM
/
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Pensacola’s largest LGBT inclusive church continues to
move forward in new and exciting ways to meet the
unique needs of a very diverse congregation and com-
munity. Their recently formed Transgender Ministry
Outreach Team will hold a community wide (open to all
persons) workshop “Learning about the Transgender
community-101." This workshop will be a safe place for
everyone of all sexual orientations, gender identities,
and spiritual beliefs to come together to open an hon-
est dialogue on a part of our community that many are
either unfamiliar with or have misunderstandings of.
This workshop will take place at HCMCC, located at
3130 West Fairfield Dr., Pensacola.
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Equality House, 317 N. Spring Street, Pensacola, FL 32501

850 429-7551

GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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U.S. Department of Education to host a two-day
LGBT youth summit in Washington, D.C.
Secretary of Education Arne Duncan and Secretary of
Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius will give
opening remarks at the summit, as will Kevin Jennings,
the assistant deputy secretary of the Office of Safe and
Drug-Free Schools who announced last month that he
will leave his Obama administration post after two
years to lead the nonprofit organization Be the Change.
According to the news release, Secy. Duncan will dis-
cuss the recent Dept. of Education guidance sent to
educators and administrators on gender-based harass-
ment, "which includes gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans-
gender individuals." The news release per the Dept. of
Education: U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan
will give remarks at the Department’s first-ever Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) youth summit at
8:30 a.m. Tuesday, June 7, at the Washington Court
Hotel in Washington, D.C. The two-day summit,
“Creating and Maintaining Safe and Supportive Environ-
ments for LGBT Youth,” will take place Monday-
Tuesday, June 6-7. Duncan will highlight the administra-
tion’s commitment to ensuring equal access to educa-
tion for LGBT students as it does for all students. He
also will discuss the Department’s Office for Civil
Rights recently released guidance on the protection
against harassment in an education setting based on
gender, which includes gay, lesbian, bi-sexual, and trans-
gender individuals. The guidance, which was sent to
schools, colleges and universities in a “Dear Colleague’
letter, explains educators’ legal obligations to protect
students from harassment based on racial and national
origin, gender and disability. LGBT youths are a
uniquely vulnerable population in America’s schools.
Because they suffer at a higher rate than many of their
peer groups from physical violence, bullying, anxiety and
depression, LGBT youths are more prone to exhibit
high-risk behaviors such as substance abuse, sexual risk-
taking and running away from home. The summit,
hosted by the Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools, will
bring together students, educators, administrators, and
heads of federal and nonprofit agencies to provide
information and seek solutions to these issues.

Illinois becomes 12 state to have civil unions
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lllinois became the |2th U.S. state to grant legal recog-
nition to same-sex couples as a new civil unions law
took effect on Wednesday, June |. The new law pro-
vides same-sex couples about 600 rights that hetero-
sexual couples have in the state, including surrogate
decision-making for medical treatment, survivorship,
adoptions, and accident and health insurance.

More than 75 couples were in line by the time the
doors opened early at 7:30 a.m. at the Cook County
Building in downtown Chicago, where the vital records
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office will stay open until 7 p.m. to accommodate cou-
ples. Officials said they expect to issue about 2,000
licenses the first day. At the head of the line were
Lakeesha Harris and Janean Watkins, who got there at
midnight. The Chicago couple, together for 10 years,
have six children and a home but say they always felt
relegated to second-class status, until now. “We've
been ostracized and relegated to the bottom rung of
society,” said Harris, 36. “| feel like this is some sort of
justice for us, for our family. 'm so grateful. I'm thank-
ful.” The Illinois Religious Freedom Protection and Civil
Union Act passed in the lllinois General Assembly dur-
ing the lame duck session following the November 2010
election. It was signed by Gov. Pat Quinn on January 31.
Five states and the District of Columbia have legalized
same-sex marriage. Hawaii and Delaware have also
passed civil union laws that have not yet taken effect.
lllinois law will continue to define marriage as a union
between one man and one woman.

Portland mayor wants sex change benefits for
employees

The mayor of Portland, Ore., would like the health plan
offered to city employees to include benefits for gender
reassignment. Taking a cue from San Francisco, the first
U.S. city to offer the reassignment benefits, Mayor Sam
Adams says that "covering basic, medically care is a
matter of fairness, and it's the right thing to do." The
American Medical Association says all transgender
health care is medically necessary and coverage should
not be denied by private or public insurance companies.
At least one city council commissioner agrees. “As a
former nurse, | believe medical decisions should be
made between the doctor [and the patient], and the
insurance company shouldn’t be getting in the middle of
who can have what kind of procedures,” said commis-
sioner Amanda Fritz. | think this is a step in the right
direction.” While those opposed say the added benefit
will cost taxpayers thousands of dollars, KGW.com
reports that the additional cost each year will be
$32,302 — a mere .08% increase from the $41 million
the city is already spending on its employees’ health
care. Portland city commissioners will vote on the plan
June 8.

U.S. State Department issues statement about
arrests in Russia

Dan Choi and other Americans were arrested this
weekend in Russia while advocating for gay and lesbian
rights. What follows is the official statement from the
U.S. Department of State. STATEMENT BY MARK
TONER, DEPUTY SPOKESPERSON: Concern about
Freedom of Assembly in Russia- We note with concern
that in Moscow on Saturday, May 28, a peaceable dem-
onstration of Russians advocating for the rights of gays
and lesbians, joined by international supporters, was
forcefully disrupted by counter-protesters, and that
Russian security forces then detained people from both
groups, including American citizens. Some protestors
were seriously injured according to media reports.
Freedom of assembly is a fundamental right all members
of the OSCE committed to, including in the Moscow
declaration and as recently as the Astana summit. As
nationwide legislative elections approach, constraints on
the ability of Russian citizens peacefully to gather and
express their views will be closely watched in evaluating
the integrity of the electoral process. We call on Rus-
sian authorities to work with municipal officials to find
better ways to safeguard these fundamental freedoms.

Atlanta murder case, possible motivated by
hate, reopened

Atlanta police have reopened the case of John E. Ray,
who was stabbed and beaten to death seven years ago
by a man believed to have targeted him through a gay
dating site. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution reports on

www.facebook.com/pensacolapride

Page 8

renewed investigation into the unsolved murder and
robbery, which occurred on May 16, 2004, in Ray’s
Lakewood Heights home. “Ray’s body was found on
May 19, 2004, bloodied and lying face-down on the
floor of his home, his hands bound behind his back and
the broken-off blade of a knife in his chest, police said,”
according to the Journal-Constitution. The killer took
care to shower and clean the murder scene, which
showed signs of struggle. However, after seven years,
police have reopened the investigation with the benefit
of new technology and techniques. Detective David
Quinn told the Journal-Constitution that he believes the
killer was not gay, but targeted Ray, who was 32, for
robbery. Stolen items included electronics and a car,
which police spotted by chance hours after the murder,
but the driver fled. According to Ray’s younger sister
Jonique Brown, who spoke with the Journal-Constitution,
Ray had served in the Air Force and worked as a para-
legal for a nonprofit that helped clients unable to afford
legal services.

GA lawmaker comes out after misconduct
allegations

A Georgia state Representative becomes the state’s
third openly gay lawmaker after he came out on Friday
amid allegations of sexual misconduct. In a press con-
ference at the offices of Georgia Equality, Rep. Rashad
Taylor (D-Atlanta), said he felt compelled to make the
announcement after an e-mail was circulated to state
lawmakers accusing him of being gay and of using his
position in the Legislature to solicit sexual relationships.
“I've spent the last few days with my family and my
friends and my pastor. | needed to sit down with them
and tell them what I've come to tell you and my con-
stituents. And that is that I'm a gay man,” Taylor said.
“The gentleman who wrote the emails is the former
partner of the person | am now seeing. And he hoped
that he world humiliate and embarrass me by sending
this email. “He alleges that | somehow improperly used
my office. While | don’t pretend to understand exactly
what he’s talking about, | have nothing to hide. These
allegations are absolutely and utterly false. “For too
long ... | believed that being gay was something to hide.
It was something to ignore. That it was something
wrong with me. And unfortunately that attitude is all
too prevalent within the gay community. “l will not buy
into the idea that being gay is something to be ashamed
of.” The author of the e-mail, who signed his name as
“]. Callahan,” asked for and received instructions from
state officials on how to file an official ethics complaint
against Taylor, but no complaint has been filed, accord-
ing to House Ethics Committee Chairman Joe Wilkin-
son.


http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2011/05/19/Jennings_to_Leave_Dept_of_Education/
http://www.bethechangeinc.org/
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201104.pdf
http://www.suntimes.com/5712829-417/gay-couples-line-up-for-licenses-as-illinois-civil-union-law-takes-effect.html
http://www.lgbtqnation.com/2010/12/illinois-general-assembly-passes-lgbt-inclusive-civil-union-bill/
http://www.365gay.com/blog/052811-choi-arrested-and-released-in-russia/
http://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta/brutal-atlanta-murder-case-964998.html
http://www.ajc.com/news/georgia-politics-elections/after-rumors-lawmaker-acknowledges-959581.html?cxtype=rss_news_128746

Munich to build memorial to gay and lesbian
victims of the holocaust

The German city of Munich, where the Nazis raided gay
bars in the early days of the Third Reich, is to have a
new memorial dedicated to the gay and lesbian victims
of the holocaust. The location of the memorial is sig-
nificant, as on 20 October 1934, the Nazis undertook a
raid on the city’s gay bars. It was one of the first such
incidents in what would become a full-scale systematic
persecution of gay people under Hitler’s rule. The
memorial will form part of a new pedestrian develop-
ment in the center of Munich and will be placed at the
crossroads of Oberanger and Dultstrasse outside what
was the Scwharzfischer (The Black Fisherman), one of
the city’s most popular gay bars in the 1930s. It is esti-
mated that more than 50,000 gay people were eventu-
ally arrested. The majority were men, although the
Third Reich did also arrest and imprison lesbians, con-
trary to an earlier belief they were spared. Many of
those arrested were interned in concentration camps,
though the true number of how many met that fate will
probably never be known. Gay men were forced to
wear pink triangles, lesbians black triangles. Many gay
people who survived the camps were re-imprisoned, as
homosexuality remained criminalized. Paragraph 175 —
that which criminalized homosexuality in Germany —
remained in effect until 1969 The man behind the
monument is Thomas Niederbuhl, a Councilor for the
Rosa List Party. His project has broad political support
from both parties currently in power in Munich. How-
ever, Richard Quaas, spokesman for the opposition
party, the Christian Democrats said: “Until now, there
was a consensus not to establish differentiation of vic-
tims on monuments or monuments. Other groups of
victims of Nazism have no specific memorial in the
public arena in Munich.” It was not until 1995, after a
decade of campaigning, that gay men and lesbians were
given a memorial in recognition of their suffer-

ing under the Nazis - a pink triangle plaque at the Da-
chau Memorial Museum. A memorial in Berlin was
unveiled in 2008.

South African envoy found guilty of hate speech
against gays

South Africa’s ambassador to Uganda, a country criti-
cized for threatening the rights of gays, has been found
guilty of hate speech for an anti-gay column he wrote
before his appointment, the South African Human
Rights Commission said Tuesday May 3|st . Commis-
sion spokesman Vincent Moaga said a judge ruled that
the 2008 newspaper column headlined “Call me names,
but gay is NOT OK” by veteran journalist Jon Qwelane
promoted hatred. Qwelane was ordered to apologize
and pay a fine of 100,000 rand (about $14,000) that the
human rights commission will donate to a gay rights
organization. Qwelane, who was in the Ugandan capital
Tuesday, did not mount a defense in the case filed by
the commission. An aide at the embassy said Qwelane
was meeting with a delegation from South Africa when
The Associated Press called for his reaction, and he did

not immediately respond to an e-mail seeking comment.

Moaga said the case sent an important message at a
time when a series of rapes and other attacks on lesbi-
ans has raised concern about homophobic violence in
South Africa. “We are hoping really that this finding
will send a message to community members, a message
that says gay and lesbian people have an equal right to
the protection of their dignity and rights,” Moaga said.
Moaga said his commission takes no position on
whether Qwelane, appointed last year, should continue
serving as ambassador, but that he expected the gov-
ernment to review the court ruling. Foreign affairs
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department spokesman Clayson Monyela said his de-
partment respected the court’s ruling and the constitu-
tional protections afforded gay South Africans. Monyela
said Qwelane made his comments in his personal capac-
ity before the president appointed him an ambassador.
Uganda has been criticized by international human
rights groups since one of its lawmakers proposed in
2009 that gays should face the death sentence in some
cases. The Ugandan parliament has yet to vote on the
bill. Same-sex marriage is legal in South Africa and the
country has among the most liberal laws on sexual
orientation on the continent. But the ideals expressed
in the constitution at times clash with the realities of
prejudice. “One of the major legacies of apartheid is
that of intolerance towards difference — be it in terms
of race, religion, nationality, ethnicity, sexual orientation
or other such factors,” the human rights commission, a
government agency, said in a statement about the Qwe-
lane case. “As a result, 17 years after South Africa’s first
democratic elections, the country is still grappling to
find ways to better manage difference.”

Nepalese census to include 3rd gender option
Nepal’s Central Bureau of Statistics has given official
recognition to LGB and transgender people. This is
being hailed as a bold move and key victory for equality
given that the country only decriminalized gay relation-
ships in 2007. Data was collected for the first time on
the ‘third gender’ in this year’s Nepalese census, which
was gathered from 5.6 million households across the
country. Bikash Bista, a spokesman for the statistics
bureau, said the new category was an attempt to en-
gage the inhabitants of an essentially conservative coun-
try to open up to different points of view. But the fight
to win recognition in the state for gender minorities,
gay men and lesbians has been hard-won. Sunil Pant,
activist and founder of LGBT rights organization Blue
Diamond Society said: “We had to put in a lot of pres-
sure to have the third gender counted in the census.
“It was only after we said that we would go to court
that the officials agreed to include the third gender as a
category.” The landmark 2007 Supreme Court ruling
that instructed Nepal to end discrimination based on
sexual orientation and gender identity and decriminalize
“unnatural sex” was “an inspiration” said Mr Pant.

The ruling also decreed that citizenship certificates
(which work as national identity papers) must clearly
indicate an individual’s choice of gender identity.

The government is also working on changing a list of
discriminatory laws so that gender minorities can enjoy
the same rights as others, including inheritance rights.
However, same-sex marriage remains a contentious
issue — there are currently no countries in south Asia
where it is legal. The step forward in recognition of
gender identity was though, Mr Pant said, “encouraging’

’

Swedish film crew experiences anti-gay
treatment first hand in Jamaica

A Swedish film crew who recently visited Jamaica to
make a film about the country’s human rights issues
claim they were attacked by locals and harassed by
police. Jamaican LGBT rights campaigner Maurice
Tomlinson said that they crew “got a first-hand look at
our notorious homophobia and police excesses.”

On Saturday 2| May the crew travelled to an inner-city
community in Kingston to interview two gay men. The
vehicle in which the men and the crew were travelling
was set upon by an angry mob wielding machetes and
other weapons, demanding that the gays leave the area.
No one was hurt, and the crew managed to capture the
faces of some of their attackers on film. Mr Tomlinson,
quoted by Paul Canning on LGBT Asylum News, said:
“When the crew tried to record some images in down-
town Kingston on Wednesday 25 May, a policeman
confiscated their equipment on the grounds that they
did not have a permit. At the police station, colleagues
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convinced the confiscating cop to return the crew’s
camera equipment. “The cop also apologized and ad-
vised that he was only trying to prevent foreign

film crews portraying Jamaica in a negative light. Sadly,
such arbitrary action has only reinforced the perception
of wanton extrajudicial behavior on the part of our
police.”

Tortured Ugandan woman may be deported
from UK

A 22-year-old Ugandan woman who was subjected to
being branded with a hot iron in her home country as a
punishment for being a lesbian, may be deported from
the UK. Betty Tibikawa, who is currently detained in
Yarl's Wood immigration removal centre in Bedford, is
expected to be removed from the UK after losing her
asylum claim. This comes after deputy prime minister
Nick Clegg announced last week that the coalition’s
year-old promise that it would no longer continue the
practice of deporting people to countries where they
were likely to face persecution —and worse — over
their sexual orientation had been met. According to
Tuesday’s Guardian, Ms Tibikawa was about to start
university in Kampala when she was set upon by three
men who taunted her about her sexuality. They
branded with a hot iron and left her unconscious. Ms
Tibikawa was then bedridden for two months. An inde-
pendent medical report confirmed her scars were
consistent with being branded. Ms Tibikawa told the
Guardian: “I can’t sleep and I'm having terrible night-
mares about what will happen to me if I'm sent back to
Uganda. My family have disowned me because I'm a
lesbian and I'm convinced I'd be killed if 'm sent home.
“I was ‘outed’ in a Ugandan magazine called Red Pepper
in February of this year saying that I'm wanted for being
a lesbian. This has put my life at increased risk.” Human
rights organizations worldwide have repeatedly docu-
mented abuse against gay men and lesbians in Uganda,
reportedly one of the most dangerous countries in the
world for LGBT people. Another Ugandan lesbian,
known only as “BN”, was to be removed from the UK
in January but her deportation was prevented after her
lawyers successfully intervened. Her case will come
before the court of appeal next month. Also, a 34-year
-old Ugandan gay man was to be deported on 17 May,
though it is not yet known if this went ahead. David
Kato, a gay activist in Uganda, was murdered there
earlier this year. Homosexuality is illegal in the country
and an anti-gay bill calling for more stringent measures
against LGBT people was to be voted on by the Ugan-
dan parliament last week. Ultimately, it was not in-
cluded on the agenda, though it is likely it will come
before parliament again later in the year.
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Smithsonian marks 30th anniversary of AIDS

Summer tourists viewing inaugural ball gowns or a
replica of Julia Child's kitchen at the Smithsonian's Na-
tional Museum of American History in Washington, D.C.,
may run across a small exhibition on the 30th anniver-
sary of AIDS. Described by a co-curator as an example
of the museum's vital mission, the display nevertheless
was subjected to careful internal scrutiny in light of
controversy over the "Hide/Seek" exhibition last year
at the National Portrait Gallery. A cross section of
political, social, and scientific stories of the crisis, "HIV
and AIDS 30 Years Ago" and "Archiving the History of
an Epidemic: HIV and AIDS, 1985-2009," reflects the
many groups affected by the virus and shies away from
overt sexual imagery. But the ephemera on display
doesn't soft-pedal gay issues either, nor does it exclude
the homophobic rhetoric that came from religious
conservative groups at the time.There's a vintage ad for

a Baltimore bathhouse, a signed copy of Richard Berko-
witz and Michael Callen's 1982 book How to Have Sex in
an Epidemic: One Approach, and a 1983 Moral Majority
Report headlined "Homosexual Diseases Threaten
American Families." The lead image features a family of
four wearing surgical masks. Though based on historic
record, the display faced a curating process described as
"gingerly" by co-curator Katherine Ott, who works in
the Smithsonian's Institution's division of medicine and
science. "There was never any question that we were
going to do this, but we had far more scrutiny, | think,
because of 'Hide/Seek," Ott said during a recent walk-
through at the museum. "Every exhibit is a negotiation
— with our visitors, with our funders, because we rep-
resent the full spectrum,” Ott continued. "But our mis-
sion is to educate people about historical events, and
we made sure we could back up every single thing here,
that it was accurate. Some people who visit may have
lived through this. Other people don't want to hear
about the topic or may want to rewrite the history in
some way." "Hide/Seek: Difference and Desire in
American Portraiture,”" which ended its run at the Na-
tional Portrait Gallery in February and will be on view
at the Brooklyn Museum this fall, was the subject of
scorn from social conservatives following a November
article by CNSNews.com, which went into exhaustive
detail in describing sexual themes, LGBT content, and
nude or seminude images in the show.Though the exhi-
bition continued through its scheduled end date, Smith-
sonian officials removed from the show David Wo-
jnarowicz's A Fire in My Belly, a video work that in-
cludes a scene of ants crawling across a crucifix. VWWo-
jnarowicz died of AIDS complications in 1992.

“Fire in My Belly is an example of political engagement in
artistic form with the AIDS epidemic by an artist deeply
concerned with the exploration of our response to that
medical and societal calamity,” "Hide/Seek" co-curator
David C.Ward told CNS News in defense of the work.
“That it is violent, disturbing, and hallucinatory precisely
replicates the impact of the disease itself on people and
a society that could barely comprehend its magnitude.”
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One Republican lawmaker; House Appropriations Com-
mittee member Jack Kingston of Georgia, called for a
congressional investigation into Smithsonian funds.“If
they’ve got money to squander like this — of a crucifix
being eaten by ants, of Ellen DeGeneres grabbing her
breasts, men in chains, naked brothers kissing — then |
think we should look at their budget,” Kingston said of
the Smithsonian during a December Fox News appear-
ance. ("Hide/Seek" was funded by outside donations and
organizations including the Calamus Foundation and the
Robert Mapplethorpe Foundation.) Asked about the
HIV display at the National Museum of American His-
tory, a spokesman for Kingston said the congressman
would likely not comment on an exhibit he has not
seen, though exhibitions in government-funded institu-
tions should be subject to scrutiny for their appropri-
ateness. Linda St.Thomas, chief spokeswoman for the
Smithsonian, told The Advocate that lawmakers did not
bring up the "Hide/Seek" controversy during a May 12
appropriations subcommittee meeting on the Smith-
sonian's fiscal year 2012 budget. Thomas said Smith-
sonian officials are well aware of the content in the new
HIV 30-year retrospective exhibit: "It's appropriate for
the Smithsonian and important to show our own collec-
tion from the 1980s, to [show] the science and the
social history" of HIV and AIDS, she said. Ott said the
political aspect of the display — namely government
inaction in the early years of the crisis — proved to be
a challenging component in creating the exhibition. "We
know that the political times we live in are pretty frac-
tured and charged, but our goal is to educate. ... Here
you had people who were dying, watching their friends
and lovers dying, and they wanted response from the
government and they weren't getting it. So they were
angry, they were pissed off, and for good reason.And we
wanted to capture that outrage and anger, because lives
were on the line." Due to her involvement with the tornado
relief efforts, Donna
column, instead we feature a news item that hightlights the
30th anniversary of HIV.
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Our goal is to make it easy

for gay and bisexual men to KNOW their

HIV status, by getting tested NOW.

GET PAID FORTAKING AN HIVTEST!

GET PAID FOR GETTING YOUR FRIENDS TO COME IN FORTESTHI

Operation Know Now uses the newly understood Social Network Strategy to identify, reach, and get into testing tho
most... men engaging in high risk behaviors, and men who do not know their current HIV status because they have neve

Here is way we are using the Social Network Strategy (SNS)...

The CDC estimates that approximately 25% of people with HIV do not know they are infected, and this hard-to-reach p@
linkage (CTL) to services. Although the CDC funds many agencies to provide HIV testing and counseling, nationally the a
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strategy approach for HIV testing had a 6 to 13 percent positivity rate for HIV. While this new method does not generate ,

it does reach a much higher percentage of those at most need of testing.

SNS is based on the underlying principles that people in the same sexual and/or social network may share the same risks be .

in the same sexual and/or social network know and trust each other.

How you can be a part of this new effort...
Become a Volunteer

OperationKnow@hotmail.com.

Rapid HIV testing is currently available in Pensacola at the Equality House.
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at

6PM-8PM
the Equality House

will be reserved for
persons 50 and
above in order to
provide them a
relaxing atmosphere,
all ages welcome

10am til 6pm

2 \\\\

X0

%
DO

6:30PM

@PANDA CHINA
come catch up with

old friends or make
new friends at this
affordable buffet
dinner at Panda
China 830 E

Gregory Street

TESTING HOURS.

FREE RAPID HIV TESTING IS PROVIDED BY OASIS AT THE
EQUALITY HOUSE WED-SAT FROM I10AM TIL 8PM, PLEASE
NOTE THAT SPECIAL EVENTS MAY CAUSE A SHIFT IN

4 P~
g pic.
han.

cleaningiday
10AM-5PM
come pitch in and

help get our home
nice and clean for

the summer
EVERYONE WILL

RECEIVE A FREE

5-8PM

the Equality House
will be reserved for
in youth ages 13 to
18 years in order to
provide them a time
of their own,
supervision will be

provided

6PM
OPEN MEETING
info Louis

850 291-6859
louiscooper@cox.net

E
ANCING

7-9PM

@HCMCC

$5 or food donation
learn "country" &
"non-Country" line
dancing for begin-
ners, intermediate,
and advanced lev-
els. Partner not
required.

info Ron Busby

850 572-4604

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays

6PM
OPEN
SUPPORT GROUP

info Marge
850 932-0397

www.PFLAG. org

Thid:

i

6PM
come park your

car at the Equality
House and walk
with us to the

parade

come learn all
there is to know
about Gay Grass-
roots, The Equality
House, and Pensa-
colaPRIDE so you
can become an
ambassador to our

community
REFRESHMENTS

PROVIDED

11AM-3PM
the Equality House

will be reserved for
parents and their
young children in
order to provide an
afternoon of fun

4:30-6:00PM
Attorney Joshua
Jones will give an in
depth presentation
on estate planning

for LGBT persons

BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ Equality House

GREEN= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality Hol
BLUE= OA

Equality House, 317 N. Spring Street, Pensacola, FL 32501

PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality House

GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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6PM
OPEN MEETING
info Louis

850 291-6859

%

louiscooper@cox.net

Wwell Bemg

7PM
"Still Caught in the

Storm”’ focuses on
the ongoing epi-
demic of HIV/AIDS
among gay and
bisexual men in the
16 Southern states
and the District of
Columbia, Pre-
sented by Patrick
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Zo kelp with
6PM
we will discuss
entertainment for
the festival in the
park; all the week’s
events; and ways to
ensure good media
coverage
REFRESHMENTS

PROVIDED

7PM
come bring a side

dish or dessert to
share with old and

new friends
LASAGNA
PROVIDED

I7m
L
Ll
-
—
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>

7PM
come learn all

there is to know
about Gay Grass-
roots, The Equality
House, and Pensa-
colaPRIDE so you
can become an
ambassador to our

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2499SCO, IBGBT Health 14 {t
g

S

10AM
meet up for a
leisurely paced bike
ride around down-
town, bring some-
thing to add to the
picnic that will
follow

FRIED CHICKEN
PROVIDED

info Brian

850 375-2524

come sit on our
front porch as we
enjoy fresh water-
melon as we
celebrate the Ist

day of summer!
ICE COLD

WATERMELON
PROVIDED

6PM
we will discuss

entertainment for
the festival in the
park; all the week’s
events; and ways to
ensure good media
covera

REFRE HMENTS

PROVIDED

. communit
PD?Cket'“’ Exfetc:t"'e REFRESHMENTS
irector of the

Southern AIDS PROVIDED

Coalition National

Policy Center
f o i L) 20 24 wgn
6PM AN@HN@ so we may travel
OPEN MEETING n“““nmn“! to Panama City to
info Louis W participate in their
850 291-6859 W w(té
louiscooper@cox.net 6PM-9PM m W

£33N
T il

Emerald Coast
Pridefest, contact
us if you would like
to go with us!

BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ Equality House

GREEN= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality Hol
BLUE= 0O

PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality House
ality Hoyse

www.GGnwfl.com

www.facebook.com/gaygrassroots

www.facebook.com/pensacolapride
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FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4PM
OPEN MEETING
info Jennifer

850 346-6004
nwflnow@gmail.com

LGBT, Allies, Friends
ALL CELEBRATING
God's Inclusive Rainbow!

Followed by at special Workshop at 2pm

(e otk
GRASSROOTS

LODCITRTEEE FIDIO:

MEETING
orgons il
frogress

6PM
we will appoint

standing commit-
tees; membership;
nominating; fund-
raising; advocacy;

come play one of
our many games,
or bring your

favorite
FEEL FREE TO

BRING FINGER

NOON-2PM

get an early start
celebrating Amer-
ica’s Birthday, we
will provide bur-
gers, dogs, beans,

3 \QOSCO
¥ AR

6PM
OPEN MEETING
info Louis

850 291-6859
louiscooper@cox.net

ANCING

at

6PM-8PM
the Equality House

will be reserved for
persons 50 and
above in order to
provide them a
relaxing atmosphere,
all ages welcome

10am til 6pm

6:30PM
come catch up with

old friends or make
new friends at this
affordable buffet
dinner at Panda
China, 830 E

Gregory Street

sC ial: and publici FOODS TO and chips, bring
\60 0, o SI‘ROECII:?R,E?II-W'I)I[E‘N'II%W SHARE something to add
f '% PROVIDED ifyou wish
6PM
OPEN MEETING
info Louis
850 291-6859
louiscooper@cox.net
8

10AM-5PM
come pitch in and

help keep our
home tidy
EVERYONE WILL
RECEIVE A FREE

5-8PM

the Equality House
will be reserved for
in youth ages 13 to
18 years in order to
provide them a time
of their own,
supervision will be

provided

BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ Equality House

Equality House, 317 N. Spring Street, Pensacola, FL 32501

GREEN= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House

551

PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality House
BLUE=_OASIS sponsored event @ Equality House

850 429

GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com




Page 14 Rainbow Blades, the Gay Grassroots newsletter

MN Family Council tells legislators gays com-
monly engage in bestiality, pedophilia, and
eating human excrement

Northstar
Legal Center

Minnesota Minnesota
Family Institute @ Family Council

Minnesota Family Council

The head of the anti-gay Minnesota Family Council, a
main proponent of Minnesota’s anti-gay marriage
amendment, has defended his organization’s “legislative
manual” that asserts gays and lesbians are more likely
to engage in bestiality, pedophilia, and eating human
excrement. The manual, excerpts of which were pub-
lished earlier this week by blogger Jeremy Hooper of
GoodAsYou.org, quickly disappeared from the Minne-
sota Family Council website, but Tom Prichard, the
group’s president, said he stands by the documents,
reported NPR. Prichard defends the postings as getting
“into the nature of homosexuality and homosexual
behavior,” but says that won’t be the focus of his
group’s efforts to pass the constitutional ban. “The
focus of this campaign is the nature and purpose of
marriage — not a referendum of homosexuality per se,
or its lifestyle activities and behaviors,” he says. “I
would see that as a separate issue.” The Minnesota
Family Council organized much of the testimony in
favor of putting the anti-gay marriage amendment ques-
tion on the Minnesota ballot. The measure passed in
the GOP-controlled state House on Saturday night, the
final step necessary to go before voters in 2012.
The manual outlines the Minnesota Family Council’s
legislative agenda, and offered anti-gay talking points for
legislators, that included: “Experts point out that
homosexuality is not normal. Dr. Armand Nicholai,
chief psychiatrist of the Medical School at Harvard
University, states that homosexuals know at their core
that their behavior is not normal.” “Homosexuals must
use body apertures not constructed for sexual penetra-
tion or bring their mouth into contact with areas de-
signed for the elimination of human waste, which causes
serious hygienic and health risks. Some homosexuals
become urolagniacs (ingesting urine and feces) and
engage in bestiality as well as other deviant behaviors.”
“Public restrooms, parks, beaches, and public baths are
all common places for homosexual activity.”
“Homosexuals often engage in startling promiscuity.”
“The homosexual population includes a disproportion-
ate number of pedophiles. Many prominent homosexu-
als and organization have the stated objective to re-
move age-of-consent laws from state statutes.” Nicholi
is a founding board member — along with George
Rekers — of the Family Research Council. Rekers, you
might recall, took a ten-day European vacation last year
with a callboy he met through RentBoy.com. Last year,
the Family Research Council was designated as a hate
group by the Southern Poverty Law Center for demon-
izing and disseminating false and misleading information
about gays and lesbians. Prior to the release of the
documents by GoodAsYou.org, Prichard told reporters

www.GGnwfl.com

www.facebook.com/gaygrassroots

he hoped that Minnesotans could have a “respectful
debate” about gay marriage.

Mens magazine mocks male model they say is
too much like a lady

FHM apologized after it mocked androgynous model
Andrej Pejic by putting him in its annual Sexiest
Women List and calling him a "thing." The thin, blond-
haired Pejic has been hired by designers including Jean
Paul Gaultier to model their latest couture wares. The
entry that FHM wrote on him has since been removed,
but it read, according to FishBowl NY: "Although his
sexual identity is ambiguous, designers are hailing him as
the next big thing. We think 'thing' is quite accurate.
Tall, skinny, and flat-chested, Andrej is considered in
couture circles as the 'perfect coat-hanger' for high
fashion garments, moving the industry on from hot girls
who look dangerously boyish to just boys who look like
girls. Having managed to get away with it in campaigns
for Marc Jacobs and Jean Paul Gaultier, the blonde
gender-bender has jumped the gun in hoping he might
one day be signed as a Victoria’s Secret Model (Pass the
sick bucket). Well, he might have a hard time keeping it
a secret then." The magazine's editors later apologized
in The Guardian newspaper, stating that the "copy ac-
companying Andrej's online entry wasn't subbed prior
to going live. Once we realized, we removed it immedi-
ately and apologized for any office caused." They added
that the editor involved in publishing such copy was
admonished, and further steps to ensure this does not
happen again have taken place.

GA sheriff department charged with placing
lesbian in conversion therapy

A lesbian woman is taking a sheriff's department to
court after it allegedly paid two self-styled evangelicals
$600 to turn her straight. Amanda Booker claims offi-
cers at Bartow County Sheriff's Department in Georgia
took her to a pair of gay conversion therapists instead
of a drug rehabilitation centre. Ms Booker, who is now
in custody after a separate incident, is suing county
officials - including the Sheriff and County Commis-
sioner - for violating her constitutional rights. She
names several officers in the lawsuit, and claims she was
left traumatized because their normal policy was to
'punish homosexuals'. But Sheriff Clark Milsap denies all
allegations concerning the incident, and laughed when
confronted by local newspaper the GA Voice. He said:'l
haven’t been served (with papers). But, no ma’am, that is
the most absurd thing I've ever heard in my life.'
County Commissioner Clarence Brown also declined to
comment on the suit because he had not yet seen it.
According to the lawsuit, the incident happened in April
2010, after Ms Booker's family called police and asked
them to commit her to a psychiatric hospital because of
her drug addiction. She claims the deputies who col-

www.facebook.com/pensacolapride

lected her deliberately ignored an order issued by a
judge to take her to Northwest Georgia Regional Hos-
pital. She suffered a seizure in the car, and was taken by
ambulance to Cartersville Medical Center where she
was met by a number of officers including Lieutenant
Mark Mayton. Ms Booker claims Lt Mayton began to
harass her, threatened her and even told her she had to
end her relationship with her lesbian partner.

She alleges the lieutenant later transferred to her to the
care of two self-described evangelists, Chris and Donna
McDowell. The suit claims Lt Mayton paid the couple
$600 from county funds to look after Ms Booker in
their own home and convert her from homosexuality.
Ms Booker said she managed to escape from the couple
and went to her mother's house, but said Lt Mayton
caught up with her there. Ms Booker claims Lieutenant
Mark Mayton told her she had to break up with her
lesbian partner when she arrived at Cartersville Medical
Center. She claims he tried to arrest her without a
warrant, pushed her up against a patrol car and 'lifted up
Ms Booker's shirt to expose her bare breasts." Ms
Booker's lawyer, Anthony Perrotta, said he first heard
about the case from her girlfriend. He told the GA
Voice: 'She’s not doing well. She’s not getting the care
she needs for her drug addiction. She’s hurting. My first
priority is to get her out of prison." The lawsuit claims
it was normal for officers named to 'harass homosexu-
als taken into custody, to mandate that homosexuals
taken into custody refrain from living as homosexuals,
and to forbid them from maintaining any homosexual
relationships.' Ms Booker was arrested and charged
later that year for allegedly damaging a police car. She
has been in custody ever since.

Another transgender woman publicly beaten

A transgender woman in Virginia was attacked by a
mob outside a store last month. The assault follows the
beating of a Maryland trans woman in a McDonald’s
restaurant, which was filmed by a member of staff.

In the daytime incident, the 32-year-old victim was
kicked, punched and beaten with a metal broom handle
by at least four attackers. The attack, which took place
outside a 7-Eleven in Fredericksburg, began after the
victim had an argument with one of the alleged at-
tacker’s relatives about a dog. The victim, who asked
not to be named, told Washington DC’s NBC4 that the
gang shouted transphobic abuse as they beat her. “The
first time | feared for my life is when | actually got
knocked out,” she said. The attack ended when the
victim’s neighbor laid on top of her to protect her.
Witnesses caught the number plate of a fleeing car and
two youths were arrested. Police are seeking two more
suspects. The Maryland attack, on 22-year-old Chrissy
Lee Polis, caused shock around the world when footage
was aired on YouTube last month. Ms Polis was seen
being kicked and dragged across the floor by two fe-
males. An |8-year-old and a |5-year-old have been
indicted by a grand jury on first and second-degree
assault as hate crimes.
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United said “this appears to be a classic case of some-
one simply trying to use the fact that the 'Don't Ask,
Don't Tell' law is still technically on the books to get
out of his or her service obligation.” However, he said
“it shows why the DADT law is flawed and harms the
military - it can also be abused to allow someone to
receive expensive training and then skip out on their

" | commitment to serve, or it can simply be used to quit

A\ D

DontAsk DontTeII
R v 4

Air Force discharges airman despite conclusion
that DADT’s days are numbered

The first case of a gay servicemember being discharged
since the signing of the law that begins the process of
repealing the Don’t Tell, Don’t Ask Law involved an
Airman who voluntarily outed himself to get out of
the Air Force. The Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell law barring
gays from serving openly in the military is likely to be
repealed in a few months, but until then the law still
remains in effect. Under the repeal law signed into law
last December, DADT won’t be repealed until 60 days
after Defense Secretary Gates, Joint Chiefs Chairman
Adm. Mike Mullen and President Obama certify that
the readiness of the force has not been affected. To
that end, all of the services are in the midst of training
their forces for what will change when repeal oc-

curs. Top Pentagon officials have said they expect
certification to occur in mid- summer; that will begin
the 60 day clock to repeal. But on June 2nd the Air
Force confirmed that a DADT discharge had occurred
on April 29. The news was surprising because last
October, Gates had raised the bar so high for a DADT
discharge to occur that none had occurred since then.
Under Gates’ directive a servicemember’s discharge
could only occur after consultation between the secre-
tary of the relevant service, the Pentagon’s General
Counsel and top personnel chief. That was all done to
prevent a gay servicemember from being discharged
involuntarily under the law, but it didn’t prevent a ser-
vicemember from declaring themselves to be gay and
wanting to leave the service and that’s exactly what
happened in this case. According to Air Force Spokes-
man Maj. Joel Harper on that date, “the Secretary of
the Air Force approved the discharge of an Airman
under the provisions of 10 USC 654, after coordination
with the DoD General Counsel and the Under Secre-
tary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness. Each of
these officials evaluated the case carefully, and con-
cluded that separation was appropriate. The Airman in
the case asked to be separated expeditiously. Until
repeal occurs, 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell' remains the law."
Harper said that, “In this instance, the Airman Ist
Class made a statement that he was a homosex-

ual. After making the statement but prior to the com-
mander initiating separation action, the Airman wrote
the Secretary of the Air Force asking to be sepa-
rated. After the separation action was initiated, the
individual was informed of the current status of the
repeal of 'Don't ask Don't Tell,' and he reaffirmed to
the Secretary of the Air Force that he desired his sepa-
ration action be expeditiously processed."

Harper says the Air Force expects to finish its training
on June 30", and there have been no reports of prob-
lems with the training. In a statement reacting to news
of the discharge, Alexander Nicholson, the Executive
Director of the advocacy group Servicemembers

Equality House, 317 N. Spri

Street, Pensacola, FL 32501

the military early by forcing an early separation."Gates
at the time ordered that all dismissals under don’t ask,
don’t tell be decided by the person’s service secretary
in consultation with the military’s general counsel and
Gates’ personnel chief. Gates said the purpose of nar-
rowing those in charge of dismissal was to “ensure
uniformity and care in the enforcement” at a time of
“legal uncertainty.” The law was under assault in the
courts at the time and a federal judge in California had
ordered the military to stop enforcing it. The April
discharge is the only one approved following the Gates
directive, said Eileen Lainez, a Defense Department
spokeswoman. Vician said Air Force Secretary Michael
Donley approved it after consulting with general coun-
sel and the head of personnel. “Each of these officials
evaluated the case carefully and concluded that separa-
tion was appropriate,” he said. Lainez noted that until
repeal of don’t ask, don’t tell occurs, “it remains in
effect, and the Department of Defense will continue to
apply the law as it is obligated to do.” Under the legisla-
tion Obama signed in December, troops are now being
trained on the repeal of the old law. The president and
top defense officials must still certify the repeal won’t
hurt the military’s ability to fight, and repeal would be
official 60 days after that. Aubrey Sarvis of the advo-
cacy group Servicemembers Legal Defense Network
said the discharge underscores the need for officials to
wrap up the repeal process “and put this ugly chapter in
American history behind us.”

Powerful right wing group slams brakes on
policy that would have allowed chaplains
military chaplains from performing same-gender
ceremonies

Family Research Council president Tony Perkins’ blast
of a U.S. Navy decision permitting chaplains to perform
wedding ceremonies for same-sex couples as “a circum-
vention of U.S. law” may be why the policy was quickly
taken off the table. In an April 13 memo on “don’t ask,
don’t tell” repeal, Rear Adm. Mark L. Tidd, Chief of
Navy Chaplains, clarified that base facilities are “sexual
orientation neutral,” and that chaplains may perform
marriages for gay couples “if it is conducted in accor-
dance with the laws of a state which permits same-sex
marriage[.]” In a recent blog post, Perkins, who has said
in the past that "don't ask, don't tell" repeal training
would indoctrinate service members “into the myths of
the homosexual movement,” wrote that allowing chap-
lains to perform weddings for same-sex couples on
base facilities would violate the Defense of Marriage
Act. "If the administration keeps pounding its agenda
through the military, we'll need the Navy SEALs to
rescue marriage,” he quipped. “The Defense of Marriage
Act -- which governs not just the military, but every
federal entity -- states that marriage is the legal union of
a man and woman,” Perkins continued. “Now that the
ban on homosexuals in the military is overturned, the
White House is trying to enlist the troops in its war on
DOMA. And if the administration won't uphold the law,
then it shouldn't surprise anyone that the President
would order the military to ignore it.” A group of 63
House Republican members seemed to agree with the
sentiment: In a letter to Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, the
group, led by Rep. Todd Akin of Missouri, wrote: “We
find it unconscionable that the United States Navy, a
federal entity sworn to ‘preserve and protect the Con-
stitution of the United States,’ believes it is their place
alone to train and direct service members to violate
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federal law.” Rep. Akin, a member of the House Armed
Services Committee, is expected to offer an amend-
ment to the National Defense Authorization Act to bar
marriage ceremonies for gay couples at base facilities.
That amendment — along with one offered by Rep.
Duncan Hunter that would seek to delay repeal of
"don't ask, don't tell." Navy officials have now sus-
pended the recent guidance that would have allowed
chaplains to perform weddings for same-sex couples at
on-base facilities. But Tidd reversed course, writing
that his guidance is suspended pending “additional legal
and policy review and inter-Departmental coordina-
tion.” Tidd’s about-face comes after outcry in recent
days from a group of Republican lawmakers who want
to bar same-sex weddings at base facilities, as well as
religious conservative groups that have long railed
against any change in the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy.
Tony Perkins, president of the Family Research Council,
says “Now that the ban on homosexuals in the military
is overturned, the White House is trying to enlist the
troops in its war on DOMA. And if the administration
won't uphold the law, then it shouldn't surprise anyone
that the President would order the military to ignore
it.” Rep. Todd Akin, a member of the House Armed
Services Committee, is expected to offer an amend-
ment to the National Defense Authorization Act that
would bar marriage ceremonies for gay couples at base
facilities — whether or not they are located in states,
such as Connecticut, that have full marriage equality.
Alexander Nicholson, executive director of Service-
members United, issued the following statement on
Wednesday: "At a time when the economy still needs
attention, Osama Bin Laden was just killed, and revolu-
tion and conflict continue to rage across a fragile Middle
East, having lawmakers spend valuable and limited time
on whether a few gay couples may or may not use a
Navy facility for a private ceremony at some point in
the future is just plain silly,” Nicholson said. “The Navy
was certainly within its right to establish this policy, and
the services should not be subjected to distracting
pressure from reactionaries simply because they seek
to treat all personnel equally and fairly." Rep. Chris
Murphy says military chaplains should be allowed to
officiate same-sex marriages in Connecticut. The con-
gressman sent a letter to Secretary of the Navy Ray
Mabus requesting a reinstatement of the decision to
allow same-sex marriage ceremonies at naval facilities.
“Since 2008, same-sex couples in Connecticut have had
the legal right to marry,” wrote Muphy. “I find it dis-
graceful that citizens of our state serving in the armed
forces aren't afforded that same basic right.” Murphy, a
longtime supporter of DADT repeal efforts, says he
intends to run for Senate in 2012. "Citizens of my
state, working together with a willing Navy chaplain,
should not have to lose a right they have in our state
because of interference from the Navy," he said.



http://www.frc.org/washingtonupdate/akin-for-some-accountability
http://www2.advocate.com/PDFS/Suspension.pdf

Florida Dept of Health seeks input from
Transgender community on new HIV prevention
effort

In alignment with the National HIV/AIDS Strategy put
forth by the White House, the Florida Department of
Health, Bureau of HIV/AIDS would like to increase
involvement with and prevention activities for Florida's
transgender communities. One way the bureau is look-
ing to increase efforts within this underserved commu-
nity is by forming a workgroup to provide guidance to
and extend our reach with transgender prevention
initiatives. They are soliciting participation from 4-6
ambitious and dedicated individuals who not only pos-
sess experience and expertise in transgender issues, but
also provide an adequate geographic representation of
our state. This group will work closely with bureau staff
in designing, implementing and evaluating transgender
prevention programming statewide. The primary objec-
tives for the workgroup include: identifying and sharing
best practices surrounding strategies for testing, mobili-
zation, linkage to care, and interventions for the trans-
gender community; providing guidance on cultural
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competency issues within the transgender community;
providing technical assistance and training (on-site or
via webinars) on an ad-hoc basis to partners (both
CBOs and DOH staff) who wish to engage transgender
populations; identifying, adapting, and/or developing
behavioral interventions for transgender populations;
and developing mobilization strategies and identifying
gatekeepers to reach transgender populations. If

you are interested in being a part of this workgroup,
please contact John-Mark at: John-
Mark_Schacht@doh.state.fl.us or call him at 850-245-
4444 ext. 2574.

News is mixed about global HIV/AIDS

In the past decade new HIV infections have declined by
almost 25%, AIDS-related deaths have decreased, and
access to treatment, preventive services, and care has
increased greatly, according to a new report from the
United Nations. But amid the good news, there are
concerns — the improvements are unevenly distributed
around the world, fall short of goals, and could easily
reverse, notes the U.N. Joint Programme on HIV/AIDS.
“We have made tremendous progress in stabilizing or
reducing rates of new infections in nearly 60 countries,”
UNAIDS executive director Michel Sidibe (pictured)
said in the introduction to the report, released Thurs-
day. “But this success only highlights the rampant stigma
and discrimination that contributes to rising infection
rates among key populations at higher risk, and to the
vulnerability of women and girls.” From 2008 to 2010,
the incidence of HIV among gay men rose from 30% to
36%, and among sex workers it rose from 44% to 50%,
the document related. Also, while antiretroviral drugs
have extended the lives of people in developed coun-
tries, people in impoverished nations have limited ac-
cess to them. “People in rich countries don’t die from
AIDS any more, but those in poor countries still do —

and that’s just not acceptable,” former U.S. president
Bill Clinton wrote in the report. UNAIDS released the
document in advance of Sunday’s 30th anniversary of
the first report by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention of the disease that would become
known as AIDS.

NYC hospitals train staff on LGBT sensitivity
New York public hospitals are helping develop a train-
ing program for employees to increase sensitivity when
working with gay patients. The New York Times reported
that “gay, lesbian and transgender patients were more
likely than others to avoid medical care” for fear of
unsympathetic hospital workers. The program, designed
with the help of the National LGBT Cancer Organiza-
tion, will teach employees to be more sensitive to the
needs of gay patients by using gender-neutral language
and asking open-ended questions. Al Aviles of the Joint
Commission, the national organization that accredits
hospitals, said that the training seemed a natural exten-
sion of the system’s sensitivity to racial and ethnic mi-
norities.
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The Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, Va., will fly a
rainbow flag during Gay Pride Month at the request of
the bank's gay employees. PRISM, the LGBT group at
the Richmond bank, requested that the flag be flown
throughout June. Chief operating officer Sally Green
said the bank was flying the pride flag to show its com-
mitment to diversity. "We strongly support a diverse
and inclusive culture at the Richmond Fed and have
learned that it is important to value and embrace differ-
ences, both seen and unseen," she said, according to
Richmond.com.
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Home Depot stands up to American Family
Assoc’s boycott threat

Despite threats of a boycott, Home Depot chairman
Frank Blake has refused to bow down to the American
Family Association’s demand that the retail giant stop

www.GGnwfl.com

www.facebook.com/gaygrassroots

sponsoring gay events. The AFA's executive vice presi-
dent, Buddy Smith, attended a Home Deport board
meeting Thursday to present Blake with a petition
bearing almost half a million signatures of those who say
they’ll stop shopping at the home improvement store
until the company opts to "remain neutral in the culture
war." Smith told Bryan Fischer that Blake responded by
reiterating Home Depot’s commitment to promoting
diversity and vowing to “continue down the very track
they’re going.”

Limited number of Old Navy stores will sell
pride shirts
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American clothing chain Old Navy is selling Gay Pride t-
shirts and donating the proceeds to the It Gets Better
Campaign. However, the t-shirts, which are embla-
zoned with rainbow-coloured messages such as “Love
Proudly” are only being sold in 26 out of over a thou-

sand stores nationwide, most of which are in urban
areas. It is unclear whether Old Navy are reluctant to
sell the t-shirts in more conservative states, but the
company issued a statement on their Facebook page
stating that they are neither trying to avoid anti-gay
boycotts nor trying to cash in on US regions dense with
LGBT populations: “While we understand your frustra-
tion at the limited numbers of stores that will carry this
line of shirts, please know that this is a step in the right
direction. With enough positive feedback, it’s possible
that we will continue this tradition next year and have
the product available in even more locations. Feel free
to spread the word and have your friends send their
positive requests to expand the availability!” The com-
pany also said that, as with all new products, the t-shirts
are enjoying a test run in several markets. If they prove
as popular as is hoped, their distribution will grow.
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California Ist graders learn about Harvey Milk
and more

First-graders at a California school celebrated Harvey
Milk Day last week by learning about marriage equality.
Eric Ross, the author of new children’s book My Un-
cle’s Wedding, spoke to 40 six and seven-year-olds at a
San Francisco elementary school. Milk, who was assas-
sinated in 1978, was a gay rights campaigner and the
first openly gay man to be elected to public office in
California. His birthday, May 22nd, has been designated
a special day. Ross said: “It was an honor to read My
Uncle’s Wedding to the kids. | wish all schools had a
more inclusive curriculum that didn’t censor history or
current events.” He added that an LGBT-inclusive
curriculum would stop discrimination and help LGBT

young people. “Hopefully people will learn the value
that we bring to society,” he said. “And hopefully stu-
dents that struggle with their own sexual orientation or
identity will be less likely to commit suicide when they
see that diversity is something that should be cele-
brated.” A new state bill aims to make the teaching of
gay history compulsory in California. The bill, SB 48,
has already been passed by the Senate. Its full name is
The FAIR (Fair, Accurate, Inclusive and Respectful)
Education Act. To pass, it must now win full state
Assembly approval and be signed into law by governor
Jerry Brown. It would require schools to ensure that
lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans people are recognised in
text books and ban “discriminatory” materials.
California law already requires schools to highlight the
contributions of women, African-Americans, Mexican
Americans and entrepreneurs, among others.

This week, conservative critics complained about a
gender diversity lesson held at another California ele-
mentary school. Students in all grades at Oakland’s
Redwood Heights Elementary learned about acceptance
of gender diversity through lessons which used exam-
ples of animals such as transgender clownfish and single-
sex geckos.

Another school district unblocks LGBT web
sites

The Prince William County school district in Northern
Virgina, has removed an internet filter that blocked
school computers from accessing websites that pro-
vided information on LGBT issues. The action comes
following a warning by the American Civil Liberties
Union of Virginia back in April, advising the suburban
Washington D.C. school district, to stop censoring
websites that advocate LGBT rights, while at the same
time allowing access to anti-gay websites that promote
reparative therapy. In a Prince William Public Schools
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news release, Keith Imon, the associate superintendent
for communications and technology services, said that
the school system was able to remove the filters and
still keep students safe from other content. “Internet
filtering is difficult, sometimes imprecise, and constantly
evolving. It is nearly impossible to find the perfect bal-
ance between the protection of students, freedom of
speech, and equal access,” Imon said in the release.
“However, the decision to discontinue the use of the
LGBT filter is within this balance.” According to the
ACLU, the school district blocked students from ac-
cessing most LGBT websites, including: GSA Network,
the Gay, Lesbian, Straight Network (GLSEN), Day Of
Silence, and the It Gets Better Project among others.
However, the school system permitted access to sev-
eral anti-LGBT websites, including: People Can Change,
the National Association for Research and Therapy of
Homosexuality (NARTH), Exodus International, and
Parents and Friends of Ex-Gays.

An openly gay Los Angeles Police Department sergeant
has been awarded $1.16 million after winning his case
for discrimination. Ronald Crump, 39, has worked for
the LAPD for 16 years. He told a court he was har-
assed after he claimed about a supervisor’s treatment of
him because he is gay. Sgt Crump said he was trans-
ferred to a lower position at work after complaining
about his supervisor in the media relations department,
Lt John Romero. According to the Los Angeles Times,

Lt Romero allegedly told him: “l was a religion major at
Liberty University. Jerry Falwell would roll over in his
grave if he knew | had hired you.” Sgt Crump also
claimed that Lt Romero called him “the new Ruby
minus the heels”, in reference to his female predeces-
sor. He said that after complaining, he was transferred
from the media relations department to the skid row
department, which cost him valuable future opportuni-
ties. Sgt Crump’s boss, Mary Grady, said she moved
him because he did not get along with Lt Romero.

The LAPD is considering whether to challenge the
decision, which is the second large judgment against the
department in as many months. Sgt Crump told the
Los Angeles Times: “It was a serious dilemma for me to
sue the agency that | admire and respect. But my com-
manding officer made poor decisions that, unchallenged,
would have had a serious effect on me and other em-
ployees who are retaliated against.”

Nevada law protects transgender workers

The governor of Nevada has signed a law to protect
transgender people from employment discrimination.
Republican governor Brian Sandoval signed the bill into
law at a ceremony in Carson City on Tuesday, May 24.
The bill means that companies with more than |5 em-
ployees cannot discriminate against staff on the basis of
their gender identity. They may demand appropriate
dress codes and grooming standards for the individual’s
preferred gender. Current Nevada law prevents job
discrimination based on a person’s colour, race, sex,
religion, age, disability or national origin. The bill’s
primary sponsor, Las Vegas Assemblyman Paul Aizley,
told the Las Vegas Review-Journal that Mr Sandoval has
also promised to sign two other bills to ban anti-trans
discrimination in public accommodation and in housing.
Fourteen states now explicitly ban discrimination
against transgender people, while others have par-

tial protection.
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lllinois halts all child placement in order to
prevent children being played in “non-
traditional” households

the tireless efforts of the state’s Catholic Charities
‘ HA RI I IES directors ... the exemption failed.”O @atholic Chari-
ties handles about 20% of the state's foster care and

adoptions and is paid about $30 million a year for its
Two lllinois Catholic Charities agencies have suspended services. lllinois Department of Children and Family
licensing new foster care and adoptive parents following Services spokesman Kendall Marlowe told the Chicago
the state's enactment of a civil unions law. Glenn Van  Tribune that his agency is reviewing the letters and is
Cura, executive director of Catholic Charities of the exploring "every option to prevent further disruption in
Diocese of Joliet, told The Advocate that his office is not  these children's lives. "This isn't a viable long-term
accepting applications for new foster care or adoptive solution," Marlowe said. "Eventually these agencies
parents pending further clarification from the governor  would attrit their way out of foster care simply because
and attorney general's office. "What we want to make  they'd run out of foster homes."
clear is that according to our beliefs, with any cohabi-
tating couple, whether homosexual or heterosexual, we
don't refer to licensing. It's just part of our social teach-
ing," Van Cura said. Single individuals, whether gay or
straight, have been eligible to become foster or adop-
tive parents, however. "We don't ask, nor is it any of
our business," Van Cura said of a single applicant's
sexual orientation. In a letter this week to the lllinois
Department of Children and Family Services, Catholic
Charities of Peoria CEO Tricia C. Fox wrote that the

TO SAY “l D®

More states allow cousins to marry than allow
same gender couples to marry
Statistics reveal that more U.S. states allow cousins to
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suspension could be lifted if the state amended the civil
unions law to allow religious services to refer same-sex
couples elsewhere. The move by the two dioceses
comes a week after Catholic Charities of Rockford
announced it would halt its state adoption and foster
care services because of the new civil unions law.
"Catholic Charities and other religious agencies asked
the State of lllinois to allow their agencies to refer such
couples to other adoption and foster care agencies so
as to not violate the moral teachings of their faith,”
diocese spokeswoman Penny Wiegert said at a press
conference last week. “Tragically, that did not happen.
The state legislature failed to pass legislation or a writ-
ten agreement that would exempt Catholic Charities
from the application of the civil unions law. Even with

it

States that allow marriage
between first cousins.

marry than same-sex couples. Of the 50 states, 19
(including California, Alaska, New York, and Florida)
permit restriction-free marriages between first cousins,
while only five (Connecticut, lowa, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, and Vermont, plus the District of Colum-
bia) allow people to marry someone of the same sex.
Today’ s restrictions against cousins marrying can be
traced back to the Spanish Monarchy. Charles Il was a
product of over 150 years of incestual propagation (his
mother was his father’s niece). He wound up with an
estimated |.Q. of 70, and reportedly he was so physi-
cally challenged that he couldn’t sit up, walk or eat
without assistance. Cousin-love, once practiced ram-
pantly among Europe’s Royal families to preserve royal
blood lines, was actually found to do the opposite—
muck up royal blood lines, creating a likelihood for
recessive, “bad” genes to surface down the line. Many
famous people have done it— Einstein married his
cousin, as did Jerry Lee Lewis and Darwin, in a particu-
larly ironic move. But now in most parts of America,
cousin-marrying is pretty taboo. Two states, Vermont
and Massachusetts, offer marriage rights to both cous-
ins and same-sex couples.
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Percentage of U.S. population that is thought to
be gay or lesbian varies widely study shows

The findings of a Gallup poll conducted in the USA last
month have revealed that Americans estimate 25 per
cent of their fellow countrymen and women are gay or
lesbian. According to Gallup’s website, on average,
adult Americans estimate that 25% of the population of
the USA are gay or lesbian, and more specifically, over
half of those polled (52 per cent) estimate that at least
one in five Americans are gay or lesbian. The highest
estimates were said to be given by those on lower
incomes and with less education. Conversely, those
with higher incomes and more education gave lower
estimates. Younger Americans, aged 18-29, also gave a
higher average estimate than older Americans. Women
gave a far higher average estimate than men. The politi-
cally and socially liberal, along with Democrats, were
also more likely to give higher estimates than those at
the other end of the political spectrum. However,
there is little or no concrete data about the exact pro-
portion of the US population that is actually gay or
lesbian, not least because of the complexities surround-
ing sexual identity and the fact that some gay and les-
bian people do not identify themselves with the ac-
cepted labels. This latest collective estimate is likely to
have been driven more by perceptions of and exposure
to gay people rather than by scientific measurement or
reality. An earlier Gallup poll previously found that
though a majority of Americans personally knew some-
one gay or lesbian, they did not reveal how many gay
people they knew, or whether the amount of gay peo-

ple they knew had increased as society became more
tolerant.

Worldwide views of LGBT people improving
According to a report by the National Opinion Re-
search Center at the University of Chicago, the vast
majority of countries around the world have become
more accepting of homosexuality, with the exception of
Russia and other former socialist countries. The report
examined 30 countries regarding their attitudes to-
wards homosexuality and is based on five surveys con-
ducted in different countries between 1988 and 2008.
The study showed that the approval of homosexuality
increased in 27 countries and decreased in only four:
Cypress, Czech Republic, Latvia and Russia. The study
also rated the top five most tolerant countries regard-
ing homosexuality as the Netherlands, Denmark, Nor-
way, Switzerland, and Belgium.

Less safer sex practices among gay men in
relationships

Gay men are more apt to practice safer sex with causal
partners than they are with partners in serious relation-
ships, U.S. researchers say. Lead author Brian Mustan-
ski of Northwestern University Feinberg School of
Medicine says about 80 percent of gay young men who
are HIV positive don't know it, because they aren't
being tested frequently enough. "Being in a serious
relationship provides a number of mental and physical
health benefits, but it also increases behaviors that put
you at risk for HIV transmission," Brian Mustanski says
in a statement. "Men who believe a relationship is seri-
ous mistakenly think they don't need to protect them-
selves." The study, published in the journal Health Psy-
chology, shows HIV prevention programs should be
directed toward serious relationships rather than those
individuals who hook up in casual relationships. "It isn't
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enough to ask your partner his HIV status," Mustanski
says. "Instead, both people in a serious, monogamous
couple relationship should go and receive at least two
HIV tests before deciding to stop using condoms."

The two-year study involved 122 young men -- ages 16
to 20 when the study began -- in Chicago and the sub-
urbs, who are a subset of Mustanski's ongoing longitudi-
nal study on the sexual and mental health of lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender youth.

Dond6t miss this
"Still Caught in the Storm”

focuses on the ongoing epidemic of HIV/AIDS among
gay and bisexual men in the 16 Southern states and
the District of Columbia. This ground breaking
research brings to light many of the ways that the
LGBT communities in the south are disproportion-
ally hit by HIV and some of the lessons learned while
battling HIV/AIDS in the south. The report provides
new estimates of the numbers of gay, bisexual, and
other men who have sex with men (MSM) living in
each state, the portion living with HIV or AIDS, and
the steps that could be taken to stem the tide of
new infections. This program, sponsored by the
Elton John AIDS Foundation and the Red Ribbon
Charitable Foundation, will be presented by Patrick
Packer, Executive Director of the Southern AIDS
Coalition National Policy Center.
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Judge: gay softball team may limit number of
straight players on team

A federal judge in Washington state has ruled that the
national gay softball association (NAGAAA) can main-
tain its limit of straight players per team. In his ruling,
U.S. District Judge John Coughenour wrote, “Plaintiffs
have failed to argue that there is a compelling state
interest in allowing heterosexuals to play gay softball. ...
NAGAAA might very well believe that given the history
of gay exclusion for sports, the only way to promote
competition for all persons, and ensure that gay ath-
letes have the same opportunities as straight athletes, is
to create an exclusively gay community with exceptions
for a small number of straight players. ... It is not the
role of the courts to scrutinize the content of an or-
ganization’s chosen expression.” Three men who iden-
tify as bisexual filed a suit against NAGAAA after their
team was disqualified from the 2008 Gay World Series
in Seattle for violating the limit on “non-gay” players.
While Judge Coughenour ruled that the association may
limit its number of heterosexual players, he also stated
that the “treatment of bisexuals remains of central
importance to this case,” and is allowing the men’s
lawsuit to go trial in order to determine if their dis-
qualification was a violation of the state’s anti-
discrimination laws.

Turkey referee seeks money for his outing

A former referee is seeking compensation from the
Turkey Football Federation for allegedly outing him and
dismissing him for being gay. The Anatolia news agency
says referee Halil Ibrahim Dincbag told an Istanbul
court on Tuesday that he was unable to find work after

documents showing he was exempted from military
service because of his homosexuality were leaked to
the media two years ago. Dincbag is seeking 10,000
Turkish lira (US$69,000) in compensation from the
federation, which sacked him two years ago. He also
accuses the federation of leaking the documents to the
media. Human rights groups are closely following his
case as a test of improvements to gay rights in Turkey.

National sports caster comes out on air

Jared Max, the veteran radio sports reporter, informed
ESPN-1050 listeners Thursday, May 19, morning he is
gay. Max's words came in the wake of recent pro-
nouncements from Phoenix Suns executive Rick Welts
and former Villanova basketball player Will Sheridan.
The radio yakker mentioned both men near the end of
his 5 a.m.-6 a.m. show before making it personal. He
asked if fans were ready to support a star player who is
gay. "Are we ready to have our sports information
delivered by someone who is gay?" Max asked. "We're
going to find out. Because for the last |6 years I've been
living a free life among all my close friends and family.
But I've been living behind what is a gargantuan size

secret in the sports world. "l am gay," Max said. "Yeah,
Jared Max the sports guy with one of the most familiar
voices in New York sports isn't quite like the majority."
Max, 37, talked about telling his mom, at the age of

21, that he was gay. He also talked about his fears of
ever fulfilling his dream, becoming a sportscaster.
"Now, I'm taking this courageous jump into the un-
known having no idea how | will be perceived," Max
said. Sources said Max did not inform ESPN brass of
what he would say in advance, but network brass was
giving him their full support. Max spent most of his
career as WCBS-AM's morning sports reporter before
recently moving to ESPN-1050.
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Elton John and partner in running for England’s
celebrity dad of the year

b =D J1eg
Sir Elton John and his civil partner David Furnish have
become the first gay couple to be in the running for
‘celebrity dad of the year.” The pair, who celebrated the
birth of their son Zachary Jackson Levon Furnish-John
last Christmas, are said to be “thrilled” at the news.
The current reigning celeb dad is singer Peter Andre.
The gay couple also face competition from footballers
David Beckham, Wayne Rooney and Frank Lampard.
Other celebrity fathers include Take That’s Gary Bar-
low, cricketer Kevin Pietersen and ancient rocker Rod
Stewart. Sir Elton and Mr Furnish’s baby was born to a
surrogate mother on Christmas Day 2010. Sir Elton
told OK magazine: “He shot out like a rocket. There
just aren’t proper words to describe that feeling ever.
It’s indescribable. It was just, ‘We have a son!””

He also revealed that he would not spoil the child.

“I'm ready to have a child and lavish my love on our son
and not spoil him materially,” he said. The couple
named Lady Gaga as Zachary’s god mother. The couple
said that they had not given up hope of caring for an
HIV-positive Ukrainian toddler and his three-year-old
brother. They met the pair at an orphanage for children
whose parents had fallen victim to AIDS last year.

Jane Lynch to host Emmy Awards

Get out the megaphone: “Glee” star Jane Lynch will be
hosting the Emmy Awards. The Academy of Television
Arts & Sciences announced Thursday that Lynch will
host “The 63rd Primetime Emmy Awards” honoring
excellence in prime-time TV. The ceremony will be held

Rainbow Blades, the Gay Grassroots newsletter

at Los Angeles’ Nokia Theatre and will air Sept. 18 on
Fox. Lynch stars as a megaphone-wielding cheerleading
coach who bullies students on the hit Fox series about
a high school glee club. The actress says she’s “tickled
pink” to be chosen as Emmy host. The awards show
will be executive produced by Mark Burnett of
“Survivor” and “Celebrity Apprentice” fame. The 50-
year-old Lynch has won an Emmy and a Golden Globe
for her performance as Sue Sylvester on “Glee.”

Good Wife star wishes she had time to take on
lesbian role

Actress Julianna Margulies has said she was “thrilled” to
be offered the role of a lesbian porn actress but de-
cided to turn it down for the sake of her young son.
The actress, currently starring in The Good Wife, re-
ceived the script for the unnamed project after saying
she’d love to take on a role “completely different” from
the one she’s currently playing in the hit legal drama.
Margulies told The Hollywood Reporter, “| love the
role | play, and | work 10 months out of the year, so
the 10 weeks | have off — it’s just not worth it to me to
do another project. There’s been some interesting
offers this year because | said, ‘Well, if | do anything, it
should be really opposite of what | do’ —and | got of-
fered a porn movie!” She conceded however, that the
while film itself wasn’t actually porn, she did find the
character too risqué. “I'm a lesbian porn star going
down on women? | can’t. | have a child. That’s what's
being offered to me? | think I'll just keep my day job.”
She added: “It wasn’t that | was insulted by it — | was
actually thrilled by it.”

Oprah Winfrey ended her final show with a
mention of her gay fans

The chat show queen, who sobbed and laughed through
her final hour, thanked viewers for their support over
the last 25 years. “| thank you for tuning in every day,

along with your mothers and your sisters and your
daughters, your partners, gay and otherwise,” she said.
“I thank you for being as much of a sweet inspiration
for me as I've tried to be for you.” Oprah, who is in a
long-term relationship with a man, has been dogged by
lesbian rumours over her relationship with best friend
Gayle King. The pair have laughed off the gossip, saying
they would not keep any romance secret. Recent
LGBT guests on the show have included Ricky Martin,
pregnant transman Thomas Beattie, trans supermodel
Lea T and Portia di Rossi.

Chaz Bono plans to marry his girlfriend
e ff Dveden

Chaz Bono has revealed he plans to marry girlfriend
Jennifer Elia before the year is out. Speaking to Piers
Morgan, the star said he and Elia had been engaged for
two years but “kind of had to put things on hold a little
bit” while he transitioned. As Bono is now legally rec-
ognized as male, the couple can get married. Elia told
the New York Daily News that Bono’s transition had
improved their relationship. “When you have a partner
who’s happy in their skin and happy in general, not
depressed and feeling completely in the wrong body, it
changes everything,” she said. Speaking to Oprah Win-
frey last month, Bono described the “horror” of pu-
berty as a girl. He said: “When | was really little it be-
came clear to me that | felt like a little boy, all my
friends were little boys. And as | got older-... it was like
my body was betraying me. | went from a very athletic
straight up and down little kid to a very curvaceous
woman and it was just horrifying to me.” He also de-
scribed how his mother Cher had hoped with the
change. “She was unbelievably cool, shockingly cool, but
time went on and the reality started to set in and | felt
her pulling away from me a bit. When my voice started
to change is when it really hit her,” Bono said.

“She is getting better and better. She is moving in the
right direction, it is just a process. It is a griev-

ing process.”

Theater West bring Sordid Live back!

A black comedy about white trash. This southern fried comedy serves up a
heaping helping of infidelity, country music, and airstream trailer life. When
Momma dies by having tripping over the wooden legs of the man she has
an affair with-(the husband of her daughter's best friend) all the family has
to come together for the funeral. Relatives include Sissy, who is trying to
quit smoking by rubber band therapy, Lavonda, the sex crazed sister, La-
trelle, the Baptist sister who tries to cover up her mother's affair by saying
a tumor on the brain pressed against the sexual side, Latrelle's son Ty, who
is just trying to come out of the closet, and Brother Boy, who lives in a
mental institution convinced he is Tammy Wynette. Other comic charac-
ters include G.W. the man with the wooden legs, Noletta, his wife who
teams up with Lavonda in a Thelma and Louise escapade of revenge,
Wardell, the bar owner that Brother Boy has always had a crush on, Odell,
his half wit brother who spends his days doing string tricks, Bitsy Mae who
is a singer in the bar and had her own special relationship with momma
Peggy, and of course Juanita the famous bar fly who steals the show.

Shows are June 3rd-5th & [0th-12th, evening performances begin at 7:30,

Sunday afternoon begins at 2 p.m. Call 850 912-4087 for tickets.

By Del Shores
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National news anchor comes out

CNN’s Don Lemon, who last year stunned audiences
when he said he was molested as a child, has revealed
he is gay. Lemon, 45, has a new memoir coming out
called “Transparent.” He has been very careful to make
it clear that his molestation has nothing to do with him
being gay. He told Bill Carter of the New York Times
of the inherent risks of coming out as a news personal-
ity. “I'm scared,” he said to the Times. “I'm talking
about something that people might shun me for, ostra-
cize me for.” Although some TV personalities are out,
most notably Rachel Maddow of MSNBC, he said being
a black male makes it even tougher to be gay. “It’s
about the worst thing you can be in black culture.
You're taught you have to be a man; you have to be
masculine. In the black community they think you can
pray the gay away.”

Focus on the Family may be throwing in the
‘‘gay marriage”’ towel

Last week, a Gallup poll showed that a majority of
Americans support gay marriage. It was the third such
survey this spring, and if you add in the number of
Americans who support civil unions, public support for
same-sex relationships has become the dominant posi-
tion. Anti-gay marriage activists, though, aren't going
down quietly; in Minnesota, a bill to put an anti-gay
marriage referendum on the 2012 ballot recently
passed the House, and conservatives in lowa (with an
assist from Newt Gingrich) successfully ousted three
state supreme court judges who had ruled the state's
gay marriage ban unconstitutional. But this is a far cry
from the days of, oh, 2004, when a flurry of anti-gay
marriage propositions at the state level helped propel
President George W. Bush to a second term.

So how far has the pendulum swung? Even Jim Daly,
president of the right-wing group Focus on the Family,
seems to be waving the white flag. Here's what he told
the evangelical World magazine in its June issue: We're
winning the younger generation on abortion, at least in
theory. What about same-sex marriage? We're losing
on that one, especially among the 20- and 30-
somethings: 65 to 70 percent of them favor same-sex
marriage. | don't know if that's going to change with a
little more age—demographers would say probably not.
We've probably lost that. | don't want to be extremist
here, but | think we need to start calculating where we
are in the culture. Daly has taken a more conciliatory
approach to to traditional hot-button issues than his
predecessor at Focus, James Dobson, so perhaps it
shouldn't come as too much of a surprise to see him
speak so candidly. But it can't help the anti-gay religious
right to have such a prominent social conservative say
that the crusade against gay marriage has essentially
been lost and that it's time to accept that reality and
move on. This isn't a permanent cease-fire; Daly
merely thinks that Christians need to get their own
marriages in order before lecturing from the moral high
ground: "What if the Christian divorce rate goes from
40 percent to |10 percent or 5 percent, and the world's
goes from 50 percent to 80 percent? Now we're back

to the early centuries. They're looking at us and think-
ing, "We want more of what they've got." As he puts it,
"we should start with how to get dads reconnected to
the family and committed to their marriages."

Jewish Theological Seminary in New York City
ordains first lesbian rabbi

The Conservative movement ordained their first openly
gay rabbi in a ceremony earlier this month at the Jewish
Theological Seminary in New York City. As reported
in the Jerusalem Post, Rachel Isaacs, 28, was ordained at
the Seminary on |19 May, the first openly gay person of
either gender to hold the position. Ms Isaacs had begun
her rabbinical training at the Reform movement’s He-
brew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, but
switched to the Conservative seminary after it began
admitting openly gay and lesbian students in 2007. In
her new position, Isaacs will serve as the part-time
rabbi at Beth Israel Congregation in Waterville, Maine,
where she has already served as a rabbinic intern. She
will also hold a part-time position as the Jewish chaplain
of Colby College, where she will also be a member of
the faculty. The JTS only began accepting openly gay
and lesbian students in 2006 and according to Rabbi
Isaacs, studying there may still be a challenge for her
fellow LGBT people. Speaking to the Jewish Daily For-
ward, she said: “As much as the struggle for gay and
lesbian equality has made great strides there are still
people who struggle with their sexual orientations or
have families who aren’t supportive or are scared they
won’t get jobs. That’s just life as a gay or lesbian per-

”»

son.

Donation to AIDS charity in name of “God
Hates Fags” church, now that’s funny!

panelli, has donated $50,000 to a gay AIDS charity in
the name of the Westboro Baptist Church, home of the
‘God Hates Fags’ campaign. Lampanelli, well known for
her pro-gay rights standing is branded a “fag enabler” by
the Westboro Baptist Church and told journalists that
she would donate $1,000 to the Gay Mens Health
Crisis charity for every member of the church who
attended a protest against her show in Topeka, Kansas.
48 people, many of them children turned up to the
demonstration complete with their usual placards de-
claring declaring that “God hates fags” and that “Fags
are beasts” as well as “the Jews killed Jesus” (Lampanelli
is not Jewish). After the show, Lampanelli tweeted that
she’d round up the donation, writing: “l won’t quibble.
I'll make it an even $50,000!!!” The church protests at
the funerals of US service men and women because it
claims the death of soldiers is a sign of God’s wrath
against homosexuality, is best known for picketing
troops’ funerals with the chant ‘God Hates Fags’. It
continues to dominate headlines by upsetting mourners
and condemning people with AIDS.
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Anti-gay Republican presidential candidate
Newt Gingrich gets covered in glitter

Mr Gingrich and his wife Callista were in Minnesota for
a dinner with the Minnesota Family Council when pro-
tester Nick Espinosa struck. As he emptied the box of
rainbow glitter over the couple’s heads, Mr Espinosa
said: “Feel the rainbow, Newt. Stop the hate. Stop anti-
gay politics. It’s dividing our country and it’s not fixing
our economy.” According to Sky News, Mr Gingrich
smiled and replied: “Nice to live in a free country.”

Mr Gingrich is a strong supporter of California’s gay
marriage ban and has declared that America suffers
from “gay and secular fascism”.” In 2008, he told Fox
News: “There is a gay and secular fascism in this coun-
try that wants to impose its will on the rest of us, is
prepared to use violence, to use harassment. | think it is
prepared to use the government if it can get control of
it.” Last year, Mr Espinosa targeted Republican guber-
national candidate Tom Emner for his views on immi-
gration. Mr Emner, who stood for Minnesota, had 2,000
pennies poured over him. Speaking to ABC News he
explained why he covered Mr Gingrich in glitter.

“I think glitter’s fun,” he said. “| think it was a nice
makeover for his campaign. And in fact if he needs
anymore glitter, | have some left over.”

Two major companies have pulled their
advertisements from José Luis Sin Censura

AT&T and Time Warner Cable announced plans Thurs-
day to withdraw advertising, according to the Gay and
Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation and the National
Hispanic Media Coalition, which together spearheaded
the campaign against the controversial show. The or-
ganizations, with the support of 30 other groups, also
filed a complaint with the Federal Communications
Commission earlier this year. Additionally, officials with
KCTU in Wichita, Kan., told GLAAD the station
dropped all of the programming it received from
Estrella TV, including José Luis Sin Censura, after finding
the content objectionable. Ron Nutt, president and
general manager of KCTU, said, "It became clear that
much of its content was so objectionable that, at one
point or another, half of its viewership had called us
with a complaint. They are going for sensationalism. If
an English-language network put out this content, they
would be asking for trouble." Another station, WSVN
in Miami, decided to pre-empt José Luis Sin Censura
shortly after receiving a letter from GLAAD and
NHMC. According to GLAAD, the February FCC
complaint documented more than 20 episodes that
aired between June |18 and December 7, 2010, contain-
ing images and language that are usually censured in
English-language shows. The language included exple-
tives, antigay slurs, and anti-Latino slurs. Audience
members are regularly shown shouting antigay epithets
and profanity at guests. Since the complaint was filed,
further offensive content has been shown on the pro-
gram. A GLAAD-led protest against the show in 2005
prompted KFC, Chevrolet, and Nissan to pull advertis-
ing. GLAAD issued a call to action against it in June
2010 after multiple guests were attacked with homo-
phobic slurs in Spanish. Nearly 1,000 people signed a
petition to Lieberman Broadcasting Inc., which pro-
duces the show.
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SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Opening an Igbt community center in Pensacola was his-

toric, and provide new resources and opportunities never | Ga)’ GraserOts Ambassador training

ilable before. hat the d
and more and more programs acivtes and sensare. | IRl JUNE 1OTH @ 6PM
FRI JUNE I7Z7TH @ 7PM

offered by making a monthly pledge of support.
Come learn all there is

to know about Gay

q Grassroots, The
Equality House, and
PensacolaPRIDE so you
can become an

= ambassador to our

| will support my LGBT community center each

month in the amount of;

[ 1$10 [ 1$I5 [ 1$25
[ 1$50 [ 1%$75 [ ]$100

Eplease include 1st installment, each month you
will be sent a invoice)

| will support the advocacy mission of Gay Grass-

roots .by my paid membership. | desire a mem- c ommunity.

bership for:

[ ]%I5 individual [ ]19%25 couple

E ] $40 family (same household) REFRESHMENTS
please include full payment, and names for PROVIDED

membership cards)

VOLUNTEER

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY O if possible please RSVYP

Name(s)
£ A PAID MEMBER
Street Gay Grassroots and the Equality
House have greatly increased what
i we have going on. To keep up this
4 pace we MUST have more community
State Zip support. Without your support, large
. or small, Pensacola will slip back to a
area with a less vibrant Igbt
Phone ( ) - community.
Mail to:

Gay Grassroots
% The Equality House
317 N. Spring Street
Pensacola, FL 32501

Equality House, 317 N. Spring Street, Pensacola, FL 32501 850 429-7551 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com



