
March brings the 1st two themed parties to 

be held at our new Equality House, a Mardi 

Gras party to be held on Friday March 4th, 

and a Saint Patrick‘s Day Party to be held on 

Thursday March 17th,  These two events will 

be quickly followed by our 1st Annual Spring 

Cookout on Saturday March 19th.  And in 

recognition of Nation Women‘s History 

Month, we have joined with our local Na-

tional Organization for Women (NOW) to 
co-sponsor a special community wide cele-

bration on Saturday March 26th.  All of these 

events are open to the public and free of 

charge.  If you have not had the opportunity 

to drop in and check out the Equality House, 

here are four events that you are sure to 

find enjoyable.  More details can be found on 

page 3. 

 

On my ―as I see it‖ column on page 2, I hope 

that I have been able to clear up just what 

Pres. Obama‘s decision not to defend the 

Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) does and 

does not mean for our community. 

 

This month‘s ―moving forward‖ column on 

page 7 you will learn of our 5 Advocacy 

Goals for 2011.  Also provided are areas of  

progress we have made toward: re-launching 

our website; efforts to get all Escambia 

County and Pensacola City anti-

discrimination policies to become inclusive of 

sexual orientation and gender identity/

expression language; our new simplified 

membership structure; and the announce-

ment of the PensacolaPRIDE 2011 theme 

and it‘s art competition. 

 

On page 8 you will find a ―meeting report‖ 

from the workshop that myself and members 
of the UWF Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) 

attended in Orlando on planning strategies 

as we prepare for the certain battles that lie 

ahead to preserve our recently gained adop-

tion equality. 

 

On page 9 this month‘s ―hot topic‖ com-

bines 2 things our community loves, Lady 

Gaga and Target.  Does Lady Gaga have the 

power to force Target to make amends and 

change it‘s disappointing ways when they 

support anti-gay candidates? 

 

Our ―good news‖ features on page 12 gives 

us several reasons to remain hopeful, like the 

7 year old boy who decides to donate his 

money to lgbt causes because he does not 

think lgbt persons are treated fairly.  This 

unfortunately is greatly contrasted by such 

items as a Georgia legislator comparing gays 

to drug dealers, and other ―all out assault‖ 

items found on page 13. 

When you add this to all the other items 

that I have hope to shed la little ight on in 

this issue you can see that the time has ar-

rived for all of us to come together to ad-

vance our mission.  We are indeed at a 

crossroads, public opinion is shifting in favor 

of lgbt equality, however those who would 

deny our community every basic freedom 
are more determined than ever to ―keep us 

in our place.‖ 

 

We have set 5 lofty goals to work toward in 

2011.  With increased community participa-

tion we can achieve these goals, without it 

we will certainly struggle if not out right fail.  

I ask and urge each of you to get involved,  

Over the last year and a half, I believe we 

have proved ourselves as an organization 

worthy of your support.  Please become a 

member (membership form is on back page) 

and attend our meetings (refer to calendar 

on pages 10 & 11. 

 

In Pride, 

 

 

Doug Landreth, President 

 

FREE 
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Our Mission… 
To bring together non-partisan activists to 

advocate for the full  

UNDERSTANDING, RESPECT,  

EQUALITY, and INCLUSION  
of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender 

persons living in Northwest Florida. 

To receive a full color version of this newsletter e-mailed to you each month 

please sent us an e-mail asking to be placed on our confidential e-mail list 

 to GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com.  

Gay Grassroots of Northwest Florida is proud to be 
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President’s order not to defend DOMA 

good news, BUT FAR FROM ENDS OUR 

FIGHT FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY 

Pres. Obama's Justice Department announced 

Wednesday, Feb 23, that they would no longer 

ask courts to uphold the Defense of Marriage 

Act, a 90s-era bill that prevents the federal 

government from recognizing gay couples' 

marriages.  While I see this was good news, it 

is far from great news; as on it‘s own, this 

announcement does not change anything other 

that the conversation surrounding the bill‘s 

merit.  While the administration has begun to 

see the DOMA as unconstitutional, the federal 

government must continue to enforce the act 
since it remains the law of the land.  Basically 

the announcement‘s only effect is that it may 

move the needle of public opinion.  For same 

gender couples to gain marriage equality either 

the legislative branch would have to change the 

current law, or the judicial branch (supreme 

court) would have to declare the law unconsti-

tutional.   

 

Although tens of thousands of gays are legally 

married in states like California, Iowa, and 

Connecticut, the federal government considers 

them "just friends." That translates into hard-

ships like extra tax burdens, the risk of depor-

tation for bi-national couples, the inability to 

sue for wrongful death, and OVER 1,300 

OTHER UNRECOGNIZED RIGHTS.  

 

In response this announcement, the anti-gay 

industry has dug in its heels to denounce the 

country's shift towards equality. Maggie Calla-

gher, the head of the National Organization 

for Marriage, a very powerful anti-gay group 

funded by a small number of millionaires, 

claims that if gay couples are allowed to marry, 

then straight couples' children will be 

"produced in circumstances in which their 

mother and father are not pre-committed to 

caring for them." Her so called argument is 

that marriage gives straight parents a reason to 

care for their offspring, and that marriage can 

only exist if it excludes gay people.  Another 

anti-gay leader claimed that "the sky didn't fall" 

when voters banned same gender marriage.  I 

doubt that the many same gender couples who 

have faced deportation, lost their homes, or 

been unable to access their partners' medical 

coverage feel the same. 

 

Thankfully, Democrats in Congress have re-
newed their efforts for legislative repeal of the 

DOMA following the decision by Pres. Obama 

to stop defending the discriminatory law. 

The Huffington Post reports on the plan from 

Rep. Jerrold Nadler, a senior Democrat on the 

House Judiciary Committee, to introduce the 

Respect for Marriage Act to repeal DOMA 

―very soon,‖ according to the congressman 

from New York, and with ―quite a few co-

sponsors.‖ Sen. Dianne Feinstein of California 

plans to offer similar legislation in the senate 

judiciary committee. ―The idea is to take ad-

vantage of the headwind created by the De-

partment of Justice's announcement and push 

for a permanent solution over the legality of 

laws that prohibit gay marriage,‖ reports 

HuffPo. ―Until Congress acts, or the Supreme 

Court issues a ruling, DOMA -- which prohib-

its federal recognition of same-sex marriages 

performed in states -- continues to be en-

forced.‖ 

 

Despite the momentum, House judiciary chair-

man Lamar Smith, who wields authority over 
the committee‘s agenda, has called the decision 

not to defend DOMA ―irresponsible.‖ On the 

other hand, the ultimate say rests with House 

Speaker John Boehner, whose response to the 

decision criticized President Obama more for 

politics than substance. Just as quickly, Former 

Pennsylvania senator Rick Santorum, and likely 

2012 Presidential  candidate, began blasting his 

fellow Republicans for their timidity in defense 

of traditional marriage. "It's very disappoint-

ing," Santorum said in an interview with USA 

TODAY. "Here you have a president of the 

United States who's walking away from his 

constitutional duty to defend the law of the 

country." He says Pres. Obama is "siding with 

folks" who say limiting marriage to heterosex-

ual couples is "somehow unconstitutional," a 

position he calls "pretty radical, in my opinion." 

Specifically, Santorum called on House Speaker 

John Boehner to appoint a counsel represent-

ing the House of Representatives to "take up 

the cause and argue the cases" in court. 

Boehner spokesman Michael Steel said the 

speaker "is reviewing the situation with other 

congressional Republicans and all options are 

under discussion."  Former Speaker of the 

House Newt Gingrich said during an interview 

with Newsmax that he thinks President 

Obama‘s decision to stop enforcing the De-

fense of Marriage Act might be an impeachable 

act. 

 
The DOMA  defines marriage as a union be-

tween one man and one woman,  Two law-

suits, Pedersen v. OPM and Windsor v. United 

States, challenge section 3 of the law passed in 

1996. U.S. attorney general Eric Holder said in 

a statement that the decision to stop defending 

DOMA in these and other cases hinged on 

Obama's recent decision that the law is uncon-

stitutional.  "After careful consideration, in-

cluding a review of my recommendation, the 

President has concluded that given a number 

of factors, including a documented history of 

discrimination, classifications based on sexual 

orientation should be subject to a more 

heightened standard of scrutiny," Holder said. 

"The President has also concluded that Section 

3 of DOMA, as applied to legally married same

-sex couples, fails to meet that standard and is 

therefore unconstitutional. Given that conclu-

sion, the President has instructed the Depart-

ment not to defend the statute in such cases. I 

fully concur with the President‘s determina-

tion." Holder cited several changes since the 

law was passed, including the Supreme Court 

ruling that criminalizing homosexuality was 

unconstitutional in 2003 (Lawrence v. Texas) 

and Congress's recent repeal of "don't ask, 

don't tell." He also cited DOMA being consid-

ered unconstitutional by several lower courts.  

Holder added that he had informed members 

of Congress of the decision, so that those 

members who wish to individually defend the 
law may do so. He also said the law, while 

deemed unconstitutional by himself and the 

president, will still be considered in effect until 

Congress repeals it. The following day, Thurs-

day Feb 25, The Department of Justice an-

nounced it will "cease to defend" two more 

cases related to the Defense of Marriage Act 

in federal court. 

 

According to the Gay and Lesbian Advocates 

and Defenders, which represents the plaintiffs, 

―It is increasingly clear to everyone what has 

been clear to gay and lesbian families for years 

- that DOMA‘s denial of protections available 

to all other married families is discriminatory, 

harmful, and unjustifiable,‖ GLAD's Mary L. 

Bonauto, the lead attorney for the Gill case and 

Pedersen v. OPM said in a statement. ―DOJ‘s 

acknowledgment of this is momentous. At the 

same time, we know this isn‘t the end of the 

road." 

 

Despite this announcement having no weight 

legally, I do think that this is a watershed mo-

ment that can not be squandered. The Presi-

dent‘s words were very powerful in their mes-

sage, going beyond marriage equality.   The 

conclusion of the president, the U.S. attorney 

general, and the Department of Justice was 

that all laws that discriminate based on sexual 

orientation should be presumed to be uncon-

stitutional.  This being said by a President who 

admits to being conflicted on the religious 

issues that he continues to struggle with re-

garding same gender marriage.   Above all, I 

hope that other officials can follow the exam-

ple of our President and not allow their official 

actions governing all persons of many beliefs 

who deserve to be treated fairly and equally, 

be influenced by personal religious or moral  
which they believe are superior.  

 

That‘s how I see it, 

Doug Landreth 

Rainbow Blades, the Gay Grassroots newsletter 

http://www.nbcbayarea.com/topics?topic=Pres.+Obama's+Justice+Department
http://oag.ca.gov/news/press_release?id=2040
http://oag.ca.gov/news/press_release?id=2040
http://oag.ca.gov/news/press_release?id=2040
http://www.nbcbayarea.com/topics?topic=California
http://www.sacbee.com/2011/02/23/3422859/under-irs-rule-change-same-sex.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/02/24/house-dems-to-push-legisl_n_827573.html
http://www.salon.com/news/newt_gingrich/?story=/politics/war_room/2011/02/27/gingrich_religious_right_republican_nomination
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THURSDAY MARCH 4TH 

6PM-9PM 
Come ―let the good times roll‖ with old and 

new friends.  This will be our first themed 

party since our move to our bigger and better 

home.  We will have prizes for best beads and 

best mask, plus our mardi gras trivia game.  

Refreshments will be provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 

MARCH 15TH & 16TH 

10AM-8PM 

Come help us get our home spruced up and 

ready for spring.  We would also like dona-

tions of flowers, plants, and containers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THURSDAY MARCH 17TH 

6-9PM 
Come by for a taste of Ireland, we will be serv-

ing up corn beef and cabbage, Irish stew, and 

Sheppard's pie.  Prizes for best green attire and 

St. Patty‘s trivia contest. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY MARCH 19TH 

11AM-3PM 

Come shake off the winter and welcome 

spring with old and new friends.  We will pro-

vide hotdogs and burgers with all the fixins, 

plus baked beans, potato salad, slaw, chips, and 

fresh squeezed lemonade.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY MARCH  26TH 

7PM-10PM 

Join us to socialize, play games, and watch 

"Iron Jawed Angels" starring Hilary Swank.  

Refreshments will be provided. Co-sponsored 

by NOW. Professional child care will be pro-

vide. Refreshments will be provided. For more 

info contact Jennifer at 850.346.6004 or flow-

ingenergy@gmail.com. 

 

 

MORE EVENTS IN OUR CALENDAR 

ON PAGES 10 & 11 

Be sure to check out our full calendar on 

pages 10 & 11.  And don‘t forget that we have 

dates and times set aside for specific age 

groups. 
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Pensacola included in state wide event 

to protect the recently gained adoption 

equality (SAT APRIL 16) 

As the politicians in Tallahassee continue to 

publicly object to the court‘s ruling which 

overturned the ban on adoptions by gay per-

sons (see next story), our voices of everyone 

who believes in adoption equality must be 

raised up.  Citizens across the state of Florida 

need to get educated and get active. host a 

number of events across the state of Florida to 

get individuals active, educated, and engaged. 

The ACLU of Florida is bring a number of 

public educational events including Education 

and Speaker Training to communities across 

the state.  One of these events will take place 
on Saturday April 16th (location and time yet 

to be finalized.)  Gay Grassroots is  teaming up 

to bring  GLAAD (The Gay and Lesbian Alli-

ance Against Defamation) in to provide the 

training and documentary screening of ―In 

Anita‘s Wake‖ (http://

www.vickinantzfilms.com)  about Anita Bry-

ant‘s anti-gay tirade, which resulted in the 33 

year ban on adoptions by gay parents.  

 

Florida’s speaker of the house goes on 

record that he wants to return to the 

ban on same gender adoption 

Dean Cannon, the speaker of the Florida 

House of Representatives, wants to return the 

ban on adoption by same-sex couples. The 33-

year-old ban was overturned by the courts last 

year, and former governor Charlie Crist or-

dered the Department of Children and Fami-

lies to stop enforcing the ban. Former attorney 

general Bill McCollum decided not to appeal 

the ruling, and the window for appealing has 

since closed. Cannon discussed his views in an 

interview on Jan. 20 with the Florida Baptist 

Witness, where he said that the Republican-

controlled legislature would be prepared to 

attempt to resurrect the adoption ban depend-

ing on how the issue plays out in more court 

districts or the administration of Gov. Rick 

Scott. ―Until we know how the governor and 

DCF secretary are going to apply it, it‘s not a 

foregone conclusion that the Legislature 

should step in,‖ said Cannon. ―If we think we 

should, we‘re certainly prepared and willing to 

do so.‖ Last month, Gov. Scott appointed an 

administrator, David Wilkins, with fundamen-

talist Christian ties to lead DCF. Newly 

elected governor Rick Scott opposes adoption 

by same-sex couples, and when pressed on the 

issue in a recent visit to Pensacola said that 

due to the court ruling ―yes gay persons are 

allowed to adopt, for now.‖ 

 

“No Homo Mayor” pastor launches hate 

filled speaking tour 

Terry Jones, the Florida pastor who attempted 

to mark the anniversary of 9/11 by burning the 

Koran and led a campaign against the candidacy 

of out gay Gainesville mayor Craig Lowe, is 

taking his shtick on the road, Joe.My.God re-

ports. Jones will be serving as the primary 
speaker on the Stand Up America tour, which 

will encourage Americans and Christians to 

―stand up.‖ The tour will denounce the 

―deathstyles‖ of homosexuality, abortion, and 

Islam. Jones was barred from traveling to the 

U.K. for a speaking tour last month, with au-

thorities citing his ―extremism.‖ Jones and his 

Dove World church protested Lowe‘s mayoral 

campaign with ―No Homo Mayor‖ signs and 

attempted to declare 9/11 Interfaith Solidarity 

Day with the burning of Korans. 

 

Mother sues school over son’s bullying 

A mother is suing the Flagler County, Florida 

school district after bullying of her gay son 

from students and a specific teacher was ig-

nored, News 13 reports: As a freshman at 

Flagler Palm Coast High School, Herbert said 

high school has been tough, especially since 

he's gay. "People haven't been nice, let's put it 

that way," Herbert said. Herbert said class-

mates have bullied him before, but now it's 

gotten worse. One of his teachers has singled 

him out. "He stood in front of the class and 

said 'you can't put Mountain Dew or Pepsi in 

the same fridge or they'll turn gay'. He [also] 

came over to me and I was like 'hi.' He said hi, 

like he was imitating me or mocking me," Her-

bert said. Herbert and his mother said they 

went to school officials several times, but 

weren't taken seriously. "As a parent, it's hard 

because you feel like you have to be there 

every day, begging them to please help. That's 

how I felt," Dorene Davenport said. 

Herbert has left the school and is looking at 

other education options. The school district 

claims they are investigating his case. 

 

Spanish show carried in 4 Florida      

markets has FCC complaint filed due to  

anti-gay content 

A Federal Communications Commission com-

plaint is being filed against a Spanish-language 

talk show for its use of offensive language, 

nudity, and attacks against LGBT people.  The 

Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation 

(GLAAD) and the National Hispanic Media 

Coalition filed the joint complaint to the FCC 

in regards to the show José Luis Sin Censura, 

which airs twice a day during the week in 37 

markets in the U.S, including Miami, Tampa, 
Orlando, and West Palm Beach. A six-month 

analysis of the program in 2010 shows blatant 

use of antigay slurs, verbal and physical attacks 

against gay people, and hypersexualized images 

of women. A GLAAD-led protest against the 

show in 2005 prompted KFC, Chevrolet, and 

Nissan to pull advertising. GLAAD issued a call 

to action against it on June 2010 after multiple 

guests were attacked with homophobic slurs in 

Spanish. Nearly 1,000 people sent a petition to 

Lieberman Broadcasting, Inc., which produces 

the show.  GLAAD President Jarrett Barrios 

said in a statement released Monday that the 

show does not meet the standards of other 

Spanish-language programming that he says has 

become more inclusive and fair when portray-

ing LGBT characters or situations.  "It is ex-

tremely disturbing to see a show like José Luis 

Sin Censura air this violent language with impu-

nity and without any regard for the safety of 

our community," Barrios said. "At a time when 

LGBT youth and adults face harassment and 

violence, it is unacceptable for media to fuel 

such a climate of intolerance about our com-

munity." According to GLAAD, the show airs 

on Estrella TV, which is owned by Liberman, 

and reaches about 70% of the nation‘s Latino 

households and millions of Latinos nationwide. 

The organizations released a video compiling 

some of the offenses being called into ques-

tion.  

Rainbow Blades, the Gay Grassroots newsletter 

Local HIV services are struggling under record budget cuts.  Medication and services have been drastically 

cut. OASIS, in sponsorship with the nationally-recognized Dining Out for Life foundation, brings you a unique 

opportunity to help those affected by HIV/AIDS.  Restaurants throughout our four-county area will            

generously donate a portion of the sales obtained during this event to OASIS.  All funds raised will be used 

locally to help prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS and provide humanitarian support and services to those  
affected by HIV in Escambia, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, and Walton counties.  To learn more about this event, 

including how to participate as a restaurant, sponsor, or volunteer please call Paul at (850) 314-0959 or e-mail 
him at oasis9@cox.net.  Visit the Dining Out for Life website, www.diningoutforlife.com, to learn more about 

the event, and to see what local restaurants are participating.  

http://www.gofbw.com/news.asp?ID=12551
http://www.gofbw.com/news.asp?ID=12551
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2011/01/20/Fla_Gov_Not_Weighing_Adoption_Ban/
http://joemygod.blogspot.com/2011/02/deathstyles-national-tour-get-tickets.html
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Navy to finish DADT implantation    

training by June 30th 

The Navy announced Tuesday, Feb 8, it will 

finish training all of its members on the repeal 

of "don't ask, don't tell" by June 30.  Leaders 

from each of the military branches submitted 

their training plans to the Pentagon Friday, but 

the Navy made its plans public,  The Washing-

ton Post reports.  Each branch is required to 

train their personnel in three top-down inter-

vals: first military chaplains, lawyers, and civilian 

public affairs officers, then commanding offi-

cers, and finally rank and file troops. April 30 is 

the goal date to finish commander training, and 

then rank-and-file sailors should be done with 
their training by June 30. Because President 

Barack Obama, Defense secretary Robert M. 

Gates, and Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman, Adm. 

Mike Mullen must certify that all members of 

the members of the military have been suffi-

ciently trained before the ban is officially lifted, 

the earliest that full implementation could 

happen would be September, said Aubrey Sar-

vis, executive director of the Servicemembers 

Legal Defense Network. 

 

Colo police officer resigns after being 

identified as posting anti-gay web  

comments from work computer 

An officer in the Douglas County, Colo., sher-

iff's department resigned after 13 years of ser-

vice after posting several antigay and racist 

comments on websites using his work com-

puter, provided by the county. Lt. Jeff Engor 

stepped down Tuesday, Feb 8, after it was 

confirmed that he left hundreds of postings on 

sites for KUSA, an NBC affiliate, and the Den-

ver Channel, an ABC affiliate, the latter station 

reports. Undersheriff Tony Spurlock called the 

comments Engor left, under the handle Abu 

Mubutt, "very shocking and inappropriate." In 

addition to making disparaging remarks about 

gay people in regard to the repeal of "don't 

ask, don't tell," Engor also attacked religious 

figures, immigrants, and Democrats. On De-

cember 20, regarding DADT repeal, he wrote, 

"New miltary [sic] slogans: The few, the queer, 

the Marines! Butt Rangers lead the way! Be as 

gay as you can be! Aim for a high hard one, Air 

Force! Join the Navy, see naked men!" After 

several complaints to the station, administra-

tors for the Denver Channel turned his IP 

address over to government officials, which 

helped them figure out it was Engor leaving the 

comments (he made it clear in his comments, 
that he also worked for the government). He 

was confronted by sheriff's department superi-

ors Tuesday morning, and resigned Tuesday 

afternoon. 

Head of MCC named to presidents faith 

advisory council 

The White House on Friday, Feb 4, announced 

that President Obama designated the head of 

the LGBT-inclusive Metropolitan Community 

Church as among 12 appointees to his faith 

advisory council. The president named Rev. 

Elder Nancy Wilson, the MCC‘s global leader, 

to his Advisory Council on Faith-Based and 

Neighborhood Partnerships. The council is 

charged with making recommendations to the 

government on improving relationships with 

religious institutions. In a statement, Obama 

expressed pleasure with being able to an-

nounce the 12 new appointees. The White 

House statement says that he‘ll name more 

appointees at a later date. ―I am pleased to 

announce that these experienced and commit-

ted individuals have agreed to join this admini-

stration, and I look forward to working with 
them in the months and years ahead,‖ he said. 

According to the biography provided by the 

White House, Wilson, a lesbian, is ―one of the 

nation‘s leading LGBT pastors‖ and held sev-

eral roles in the MCC before becoming its 

global leader. ―Rev. Wilson has been an active 

voice on HIV issues, prisoner treatment pro-

grams, LGBT issues, and women‘s rights,‖ the 

statement reads. Sharon Groves, acting direc-

tor of the Human Rights Campaign‘s religion 

and faith program, said ―there could not be a 

better choice for the president‘s advisory 

council‖ than Wilson. ―Rev. Wilson is a lifelong 

advocate for justice of all marginalized commu-

nities, particularly the LGBT persons,‖ Groves 

said. ―She is smart, compassionate, deeply 

faithful person who has devoted her life to 

justice.‖ 

 

Cops throw back drinks during raid on 

Atlanta gay bar 

Prior to the raid on the Atlanta Eagle bar, two 

undercover police officers downed several 

shots of Jägermeister, according to information 

provided in a lawsuit against the city. Of the 

three undercover Atlanta police officers inves-

tigating the bar before the September 10, 

2009, raid, two of them — Bennie Bridges and 

Jared Watkins — drank heavily, according to 

the bartender, and later submitted receipts for 

their bar tabs to the Atlanta Police Depart-

ment. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution reports 

that on the night of the raid, Bridges spent $50 

on drinks while Watkins spent $60. A third 

officer, according to the story, spent only $10. 

Information taken from the now-settled law-

suit against the city of Atlanta also revealed 

that on the night of May 31, 2009, five officers 

visited the bar undercover and claimed to have 

spent $5 each. Three other officers reportedly 
spent $10, $20, and $29, while Bridges, the 

lead investigator, spent $60. The Journal-

Constitution reports that both a witness and a 

supervisor later signed off on the officers‘ ex-

penses. Atlanta Police Department spokesman 

Carlos Campos said that even though officers 

are not permitted to consume intoxicating 

agents while on duty, ―exceptions are made for 

employees working undercover on specific law 

enforcement operations. Those exceptions 

must be approved ahead of time in writing by 

an employee‘s supervisor, and must be limited 

to prevent the impairment of the employee.‖ 

Still, said attorney Dan Grossman, who filed 

the lawsuit in federal court, ―that‘s a lot of 

booze. That goes beyond fitting in. ... If they 

could have made some argument that it‘s es-

sential to an undercover investigation, they 

should have left the location once the raid 

started and left it to those who were sober.‖ 

Officer Bridges was arrested earlier this month 

on charges of speeding, DUI, and possession of 

marijuana and has been on paid leave. 

 
MN considers state wide protections of 

lgbt persons 

Montana's House Judiciary Committee is con-

sidering whether to include LGBT people in 

the state's antidiscrimination law, KFBB.com 

reports. ―These are our sons, daughters and 

neighbors and constitutes and they are entitled 

to live a free life from discrimination,‖ said 

Democratic state representative Edie 

McClafferty, who has introduced legislation 

that would add sexual orientation and gender 

identity to the Montana Human Rights Act. 

But McClafferty's bill was also met with oppo-

sition from some antigay groups during a Fri-

day hearing in Helena: ―This bill actually dis-

criminates against me and those who believe as 

I do that homosexuality and transgender and 

all of these things is an abomination to God,‖ 

said Harold Himes, a pastor and a member of 

Montana Eagle Forum. 

 

Transgender candidate challenges  

anti-gay pastor in bid for Amarillo mayor 

Sandra Dunn, a transgender woman, is chal-

lenging the mayoral aspirations of a homopho-

bic pastor in Amarillo, Tex. Dunn is running 

against David Grisham, a fundamentalist 

preacher who previously called for a boycott 

of Houston because it has a lesbian mayor.  

"The more people that run, the better," 

Grisham told the Amarillo Globe-News after 

hearing Dunn was a candidate. "I'm not sure 

that's who you want as mayor. If they're inde-

cisive about who they are, are they indecisive 

about other issues?"  Dunn, 53, is currently 

getting her Master's Degree and previously 

served in the Army. She previously ran a sup-

ply business but closed it after her business 

partner was murdered inside the shop. Dunn 

says she supports sex education in Amarillo's 
schools, but opposes a ban on smoking. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/02/08/AR2011020805822.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/02/08/AR2011020805822.html
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/26795709/detail.html
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/26795709/detail.html
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2009/Report__Atlanta_Gay_Bar_Raided/
http://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta/atlanta-undercover-cops-drank-839054.html
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2010/12/06/Atlanta_Settles_With_Gay_Bar_Raided_in_09/
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2010/12/06/Atlanta_Settles_With_Gay_Bar_Raided_in_09/
http://www.kfbb.com/news/local/Rights-of-the-LGBT-Community-Questioned-at-the-Capitol-116515783.html
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India’s high court defers gay rights     

petition hearing until April 

The Supreme Court of India said Monday, Feb 

7, that it would defer until April hearing all 

petitions regarding the landmark gay rights 

decision that decriminalized gay sex. According 

to Tehelka, ―The Bench, comprising Justice GS 

Singhvi and Justice AK Ganguly, was hearing 

several petitions filed by political, social and 

religious organisations opposing the Delhi High 

Court order that decriminalised homosexual-

ity. The Bench said, ‗We have read through all 

the 19 petitioners and there is substantial mat-

ter in all. Hence, we will hear all the 19 peti-

tions.‘‖ Of the 19 petitions, four support the 

2009 Delhi High Court ruling that overturned 

Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code, a rem-
nant of British colonial rule that made homo-

sexuality punishable by a prison term up to a 

life sentence. Some 15 petitioners oppose the 

ruling. ―Of the 15 petitioners opposing the 

order in the Supreme Court were BP Singhal, 

a senior VHP leader, the All India Muslim Per-

sonal Law Board, the Utkal Christian Council 

and the Apostolic Churches Alliance among 

others,‖ reports Tehelka. Other opponents of 

the gay rights decision include famous yoga 

expert Baba Ramdev, who claims that homo-

sexuality can be ―cured‖ through breathing 

exercises. 

 

Israel appoints 1st gay judged 

Dori Spivak, a lawyer and the former chairman 

of Israel‘s Association for Civil Rights, (ACRI) 

was named as a judge for Tel Aviv's Labor 

court on Sunday, Feb 20, becoming the coun-

try's first gay judge. Spivak, a Harvard graduate 

who lectures in Tel Aviv University‘s law de-

partment, has been involved in several high 

profile gay rights cases, according to TheJC.com. 

In 1997, he was involved in landmark case in 

which the Supreme Court forced a state chan-

nel to broadcast a program about gay teenag-

ers. A lawyer for ACRI, Dan Yakir, told Israeli 

newspaper Ynet that the appointment would 

"contribute to developing human rights." 

 

Budapest court okays gay pride parade 

A Budapest court has green-lighted the city's 

upcoming gay pride march, overruling a police 

decision last week denying permission to event 

organizers who wanted to extend the route to 

the parliament building. Pink News reports 

that Budapest police had banned the June 18 

celebration due to "traffic concerns," though 

pride organizers claimed the decision was po-

litically motivated. But the city's Metropolitan 
Court reversed that decision, siding with the 

Rainbow Mission Foundation, an LGBT group. 

―The court‘s decision was a victory not only 

for the community of lesbians, gays, bisexual 

and transgender people, but for the right of all 

Hungarians to freedom of assembly,‖ said Bo-

ris Dittrich of Human Rights Watch in New 

York. 

 

Ireland elects 1st gay Member of  

Parliament 

Ireland has elected its first openly gay Teachta 

Dála, the Irish equivalent of an Member of 

Prliament. Dominic Hannigan, a Labour politi-

cian, was one of three TDs elected to the seat 

of Meath East this weekend. The former civil 

engineer was elected as a Seanad Éireann sena-

tor on the Industrial and Commercial panel in 

2007. In 2006, while a county councilor, he 

marched with his partner in the Dublin Pride 

march. Ireland has had openly gay senators in 

the past and may have its first gay president 

this year, if polls prove correct. Senator David 
Norris, 66, is an independent senator known 

for his campaigning on gay rights. Recent polls 

have put him at the front of the race to suc-

ceed current president Mary MacAleese in 

the fall. 

 

UK court prevents homophobic couple 

from adopting 

The High Court has backed a council‘s deci-

sion to bar a couple from fostering children 

because they oppose homosexuality. Pentecos-

tal Christians Eunice and Owen Johns, of 

Derby, were told by the city council in 2007 

that a fostering panel had rejected them be-

cause of their views. They told a social worker 

that they could not tell a foster child that ho-

mosexuality was acceptable. They applied to 

the High Court to clarify policies on foster 

parents who have ―traditional‖ views on sexu-

ality. Today, the court agreed with the coun-

cil‘s decision. The Johns, who were supported 

by the Christian Legal Centre, say they do not 

recognise sex before marriage, or the validity 

of civil partnerships. Mrs Johns said in Novem-

ber: ―The council said: ‗Do you know, you 

would have to tell [children] that it‘s OK to be 

homosexual?‘ ―But I said I couldn‘t do that 

because my Christian beliefs won‘t let me. 

Morally, I couldn‘t do that. Spiritually I couldn‘t 

do that.‖ Stonewall chief executive Ben Sum-

merskill said: ―We‘re delighted that the High 

Court‘s landmark decision has favoured 21st 

century decency above 19th century prejudice. 

In any fostering case the interests of the 

60,000 children in care should override the 

bias of any prospective parent. ―Thankfully, Mr 

and Mrs Johns‘s outdated views aren‘t just out 

of step with the majority of people in modern 

Britain but those of many Christians too. If you 

wish to be involved in the delivery of a public 
service, you should be prepared to provide it 

fairly to anyone.‖ 

 

Spanish cities honor Gay communities 

Three Spanish cities are recognizing LGBT 

people via public works.  In March, the Barce-

lona city government will place a large marble 

pink triangle in Ciudadela Park, where the 

Catalonian Parliament is located.  'This is a 

necessary monument to remember the dis-

crimination, repression, humiliation, persecu-

tion, attacks and assassinations that the LGTB 

community suffered for centuries and very 

especially during the Franco dictatorship,' said 

Antonio Guirado, secretary general of the 

Catalonian LGBT umbrella group Gay Lesbian 

Coordinator. 'It is an act of justice and repara-

tion but also will become a permanent symbol 

of the commitment of the city of Barcelona in 

the fight against homophobia.'  The city of 

Gijón is creating a park called 'June 28, Gay 

Pride Day' alongside the Montevil soccer field.  

And La Coruña is renaming a street after the 
late Gay activist Tomás Fábregas, who emi-

grated to the U.S. at age 21 and was active in 

the fight against the U.S. ban on HIV-positive 

foreign visitors and immigrants, which was 

repealed in 2009.  At the 1992 International 

AIDS Conference in Amsterdam, which he 

attended as a board member of the San Fran-

cisco AIDS Foundation, Fábregas publicly dared 

the Bush administration to block his re-entry 

into the U.S. It did not do so. Fábregas died in 

1994. 

 

Belarusian Gays allowed to stage public 

protest 

Gays in Belarus staged the nation's first-ever 

authorized public Gay event February 14 in 

Minsk, reported GayRussia.ru.  The LGBT 

group IDAHO Belarus held a rally against ho-

mophobia in a park near the Justice Ministry, 

with approval from the city's Executive Com-

mittee and police department.  The small 

group carried banners reading, 'Love who you 

want' and 'Homophobia = fascism.'  About two 

dozen journalists covered the rally, outnum-

bering the protesters.  'For the first time, the 

only thing that we feared was neither the po-

lice nor the homophobe hooligans but the 

cold,' organizer Sergey Praded told GayRus-

sia.ru.  'This is a very good first step.'  Last 

year, the city's Executive Committee banned 

the Gay pride march. When activists ignored 

the ban, several were aggressively arrested for 

taking part in an unsanctioned public action.  

Moscow Pride founder Nikolai Alekseev, who 

joined that march, said police were 'brutal and 

violent.'  'I've never run so fast in my life,' he 

said.  He and activist Ira Fet evaded arrest by 

running into a building and hiding in a trash 

room for 20 minutes. 

 
 

Rainbow Blades, the Gay Grassroots newsletter 

http://www.tehelka.com/story_main48.asp?filename=Ws070211SUPREME.asp
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2010/04/19/Antigay_Yoga_Guru_Stretches_Into_Indian_Politics/
http://www.thejc.com/news/israel-news/45539/happy-occasion-israel-names-first-gay-judge
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2011/01/11/poll-puts-gay-senator-david-norris-ahead-for-irish-presidency/
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2011/01/11/poll-puts-gay-senator-david-norris-ahead-for-irish-presidency/
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Here are the advocacy goals we have set 

for 2011: 

1] having all Pensacola City & Escambia 

 County; anti-discrimination policies 

 updated to include sexual orientation 

 and gender identity/expression; 

2] establishing Gay Straight Alliances (GSA) 
 clubs in all Escambia County High 

 Schools; 

3] creating reliable, safe, & affirming housing 

 options for lgbt youth who find 

 themselves homeless or in an unsafe 

 home; 

4] retaining adoption equality; and 

5] advancing marriage equality. 

 

City & County Anti-Discrimination Policies: 

We have seen promise of a more cordial and 

productive relationship with our current Pen-

sacola City Council and Escambia County  

Commission.  We believe that making sure 

that all city and county anti-discrimination 

policies include sexual orientation and gender 

identity/expression should be our first project 

as it will have the broadest reach and will set a 

foundation that all future initiatives can be built 

upon. 

 

County Wide Gay Straight  Alliances: 

The recent rash of anti-gay bullying has dem-

onstrated more than ever the need for GSA 

clubs. Until recently the Escambia County 

School Board has had policies and/or practices 

that thwarted all attempts to established these 

clubs.  Realizing an important opening in their 

obstructive measures we are now moving 

forward with enlisting adults who would like to 

be a sponsor for an individual school. 

  

Homelessness /safe housing needs among LGBT 

Youth: 

It‘s estimated that between 20 and 40 percent 

of all homeless youth identify as LGBT. The 

shelter and foster care systems often  exclude 

them or perpetuate violence and stigma against 

them.  The housing crisis and increasing stress 

on families means more LGBT youth are likely 
to be seeking shelter in our local area.  We are 

currently investigating three avenues: a method 

of insuring potential lgbt affirming host families 

and lgbt youth are included in existing place-

ment programs; creating a new independent 

placement program; and long term planning for 

establishing a full time safe shelter facility. 

  

Adoption and Marriage Equality: 

We will  continue to collaborate with ally 

groups in support of adoption and marriage 

equality, and etc. 

  
Work begins to gain inclusive language 

in city and county policies  

Together with our local ALCU chapter and 

local lgbt community stakeholders/leaders are 

moving forward with our efforts to get Pensa-

cola city and Escambia county to update their 

anti-discrimination polices to include sexual 

orientation and gender identity/expression 

language.  We have entered discussion with 

lgbt leaders in other Florida cities who have 
been successful in this area.   In addition we 

are in the process of identifying and reaching 

out to business, civic, and religious organiza-

tions and leaders who will join us as allies in 

the important project.  Any who is interested 

in the project is encouraged to contact us. 

 

We are re-launching our website 

It won‘t be long before you will be able to 

quickly access our monthly events and activity 

calendar; look over all past issues of our Rain-

bow Blades newsletter; keep up with our pro-

gress on our current advocacy goals; learn 

more about our beginning, history and organ-

izational structure; view our PensacolaPRIDE 

2011 schedule; and more!  We will send out 

an e-mail announcement once our website: 

www.GGnwfl.com is up and running.  We 

would like to extend a very special thank you 

to Richie Gibbs for volunteering his expertise 

is creating and maintaining this great website. 

 

Simplified membership levels introduced 

Previously Gay Grassroots has used a six 

tiered membership level concept.  In an effort 

make become a paid member we are going to 

a less confusing concept using three easily 

understood levels; individual; couple; and fam-

ily.  Individual yearly membership is now  $15, 

couple (any two persons) $25; and family (all 

members living in one household) $40.  We 

are currently looking in to what is needed to 

accept credit cards once our new website is  

active. You can find a membership form on the 

back page of this newsletter.  Please join today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You could win $100 

PensacolaPRIDE roundtable planning meeting it 
was decided that we would join pride festivals 

around the world in adopting the global theme 

"Pride Around the World" for use as the local 

theme for PensacolaPRIDE 2011, to be held 

Monday October 10th through Sunday Octo-

ber 16th, with our signature Festival in the 

Park to be held on Saturday October 15th in 

historic Seville Square. It was also decided to 

once again hold an art contest to select the 

image that will be used on the cover of the 

PensacolaPRIDE program (and all other public-

ity materials), as well as being reproduced on 

all 2011 PensacolaPRIDE merchandise.  The 

winner of this contest will receive $100 cash, 

and be acknowledged in our Rainbow Blades 

newsletter and the PensacolaPRIDE program. 

Everyone is invited to enter this contest.  Art-

work must be e-mailed to GayGrass-

rootsNWFL@gmail.com by 12 noon, Friday 

March 25th.  Artwork must include the word-

ing, "Pride Around the World", no other text 

should be included.  Winning artwork be-

comes the property of GayGrassroots and 

may be altered for reproduction purposes, the 

artist will have the 1st option of making any 

need changes. For more information please e-

mail your questions to GayGrass-

rootsNWFL@gmail.com. GOOD LUCK!  

Watch for details of how everyone in the com-

munity will be included in the selection proc-

ess and be able to win 2 free tickets to all 

events during PensacolaPRIDE 2011. 

We are in need of more 

persons to serve as Volun-

teer Ambassadors.  In this 

role you will serve as a host 

at the Equality House, becoming a vital link between our organization and the 

local lgbt community.  During this brief training you will learn about our begi-

ings, our structure, and our plans for the future.  Any who attended the train-

ing and wishes to be considered for this vital volunteer role should complete 

and return their application ASAP.  Our next opportunity for you to take the 

class is Wednesday March 23 at 6pm.  Call us at 429-7551 for details. 

http://www.thetaskforce.org/downloads/reports/reports/HomelessYouth_ExecutiveSummary.pdf
http://www.thetaskforce.org/downloads/reports/reports/HomelessYouth_ExecutiveSummary.pdf
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Statewide strategy meeting on  

preserving adoption equality    

Gay Grassroots President, Doug Landreth, and 

UWF GSA mem-

bers, ???????  ??????, ????? ?????, ???? ??????, joined 

80 other lgbt community leaders, representing 

44 organizations, on Friday Feb 5, to discuss 

plans for preserving the newly gained adoption 

equality in the state of Florida.  This workshop 

was conducted by the ACLU of Florida, GLIS-

SEN and Equality Florida, all major players in 

Florida lgbt advocacy.  Lessons learned from 

the failed efforts to defeat our state‘s Consti-

tutional Amendment 2, which defined marriage 
as only being between one man and one 

woman, will be used to plan for the certain 

battles that lie ahead regarding adoption equal-

ity.   

 

Knowing that there are many well funded and 

powerful anti-gay organizations that have 

vowed to re-enter the adoption battle in Flor-

ida, much of our early strategies and tactics 

details remain embargoed so as not to give our 

opponents information that they could use to 

plan their attacks.   

 

One area that past combatants have always 

held the upper hand in is their ―fidelity of mes-

sage‖ whereas our communities' diversity of-

ten has lead to inconstant messaging.  Tactic‘s 

to down play to lgbt angle may have prevented 

lgbt power players to be motivated to partici-

pate.  It was also agreed that having had 2 large 

unrelated  statewide agencies both trying to 

state their own independent campaigns divided 

the donor pool leaving neither group with 

adequate funding.  Concerns over the accuracy  

of data collection and it‘s interruption, from 

both groups, remain unresolved.  

An advisory board was formed at the conclu-

sion of full workshop and within a week they 

disseminated suggestions that included: assess-

ing the current operating environment, with an 

emphasis placed on our ability to build a coali-

tion capable of working effectively to engage 

the community around adoption and a poten-

tial threat to the status quo; determine initial 

steps required to aggregate available data and 

identify gaps that will be filled through a shared 

polling/research project; outline the key focus 

areas to serve as a foundation for a campaign 

plan (should a formal campaign be required). 

 

The planning group agreed that a coalition of 

interested parties can successfully engage the 

community, while aggregating existing data and 

identifying information gaps that currently 
exist. Everyone agrees that a threat to the 

status quo exists, however the threat may not 

be imminent dependent on current intelligence 

being accurate (court challenges or efforts to 

addend the state constitution.) It's important 

to create a baseline assessment of the public's 

attitudes around adoption by LGBT families. 

This is best accomplished in a multi-step proc-

ess: the immediate completion of an IVR 

(automated interactive voice response) poll to 

create an initial baseline of public attitudes 

around the issue (3 groups have agreed to fund 

this polling with a goal of completing this work 

prior to the beginning of the 2011 legislative 

session); the collection of 3 proposals from 

reputable research firms for a project to assess 

public attitudes in-depth, while beginning to 

test potential messages and viable messengers 

through a combination of polling and focus 

group work (the planning group identified 3 

potential polling firms and has requested pro-

posals); an agreement among partner groups 

to share intelligence regarding legislative activi-

ties that might be problematic, or indicate 

acceleration toward the creation of amend-

ment language (the planning group will be host-

ing conference calls between organizations and 

individuals lobbying legislators during the Ses-

sion).  

 

The planning group then advanced the conver-

sation to include some initial discussions of 

what elements are critical to building a single, 

unified campaign (should a formal campaign be 

necessary). All partners agreed that a large, 

broad-based coalition would be required to 

create a competitive campaign capable of de-

feating a ballot initiative effort to reinstate the 

adoption ban. Additionally, it was agreed that a 

campaign plan would require well developed 

and adequately resourced strategies in the 

following critical areas: Legislative, Research, 

Field Work, Legal, and Media.  

 
It's important that we continue to collaborate, 

communicate, educate and organize! Every-

one‘s involvement in this work is critically 

important, and the planning group is focused 

on bringing you the information necessary to 

make good decisions. While we are in project 

mode versus campaign mode, everyone has a 

critical role to play in making our efforts a 

success. 

 

As the politicians in Tallahassee continue to 

publicly object to the court‘s ruling and we 

need the voices of citizens across the state of 

Florida to get educated and get active. Gay 

Grassroots has teamed with the Panhandle 

Chapter of the ACLU to bring in GLAAD (The 

Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation) 

to provide education and speaker training.  

This workshop will also include a documentary 

screening of In Anita’s Wake (http://

www.vickinantzfilms.com)  about Anita Bryant‘s 

anti-gay tirade.  This important training will be 

held Saturday April 16th, time and location to 

be announced soon. 

Rainbow Blades, the Gay Grassroots newsletter 

MEETING 
REPORTS 

 
TUE MARCH 8, 6PM 
We will discuss our top 5 
advocacy goals for 2011 

including our plans to 
have anti-discrimination 
policies for Pensacola 

City & Escambia County 
updated to include sexual 
orientation and gender 
identity/expression lan-

guage.  Everyone is wel-
come to attend this and all Gay Grassroots 
meetings.  Meeting to be held at the Equality 

House, 317 N. Spring Street, Pensacola, FL 

32501.  REFRESHMENTS WILL BE  

PROVIDED 

 
WED  MARCH 23, 6PM 
Come learn how Gay 
Grassroots, Pensacola-

PRIDE, and the Equality 
House got started.  Lean 
about our goals and cur-

rent projects.  Become a 
Volunteer Ambassador 
for your community. 
Everyone welcome to 

attend this training. 
Training to be held at 
the Equality House, 317 

N. Spring Street, Pensa-

cola, FL 32501.  REFRESHMENTS WILL BE  

PROVIDED 

 
THUR  MARCH 24, 6PM 
Come help us plan for a 
bigger and better festival 

in 2011.  Work will begin 
on entertainment selec-
tion, event planning, as 

well as identifying adver-
tisers, sponsors, and 
donors. Everyone wel-
come to attend this 

training. Training to be 
held at the Equality House, 317 N. Spring 
Street, Pensacola, FL 32501.                      

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE  

PROVIDED 

http://www.vickinantzfilms.com/
http://www.vickinantzfilms.com/
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Can we go back to shopping at Target? 

Target Corp., which angered gays last year 

with a donation to a political group supporting 

an antigay Minnesota gubernatorial candidate, 

has amended its policy for political contribu-

tions. Among the changes, reports the Wash-

ington Blade, is the establishment of a commit-

tee of senior executives to oversee donations 

to candidates, parties, and political action com-

mittees. ―The policy committee and our CEO 

are responsible for balancing our business 

interests with any other considerations that 

may be important to our team members, our 

guests or other stakeholders,‖ Target spokes-

woman Jessica Carlson told the Blade. 

Minneapolis-based Target, a retailer known for 
trendy but inexpensive merchandise, drew 

protests and boycott threats last year after it 

was revealed it had donated $150,000 to MN 

Forward, which in turn took out ads support-

ing Republican gubernatorial nominee Tom 

Emmer, an opponent of marriage equality and 

other LGBT causes. He narrowly lost the No-

vember election to gay-friendly Democrat 

Mark Dayton. Carlson told the Blade the ex-

perience led Target to ―evolve‖ its giving pol-

icy. ―These changes are really reflective of that 

perspective that we gained over the 2010 elec-

tion cycle,‖ she said. She declined to say if 

Target had consulted with outside groups on 

the matter, but an anonymous source told the 

Blade some LGBT rights advocates were in-

volved. Carlson also emphasized that the re-

tailer has donated to gay groups and events, 

such as Minnesota‘s Project 515 and Twin 

Cities Pride, and that it plans to offer support 

to pride events in Chicago and San Francisco. 

Equality-minded little monsters undoubtedly 

put their paws up Friday, Feb 18, when Lady 

Gaga announced that her exclusive album dis-

tribution deal with Target requires the com-

pany to support LGBT charity groups and 

reform its past support for antigay causes. 

Since last summer, the Minnesota-based re-

tailer has been under fire, including a high-

profile boycott and tarnished rating in the 

Human Rights Campaign‘s Corporate Equality 

Index, for a $150,000 donation to MN For-

ward, a group that backed failed Republican 

gubernatorial candidate and marriage equality 

opponent Tom Emmer. "That discussion was 

one of the most intense conversations I've 

ever had in a business meeting,‖ the pop star 

told Billboard magazine, assuring fans her deal 

with Target was ―hinged upon their reform.‖ 

The Gaga exhalation followed related news 
that Target updated its political giving policy 

upon an internal review after the 2010 election 

cycle. Responses to the new political giving 

framework ran the gamut from supportive to 

dismissive to wait-and-see among observers 

who spoke with The Advocate. ―I think it‘s a 

win,‖ said Dot Belstler, executive director of 

Twin Cities Pride, which had met with Target 

about the MN Forward contribution. ―They 

admitted they screwed up and as a result of 

the community outcry, they were able to actu-

ally move forward.‖ Twin Cities Pride is a past 

and potential future recipient of support from 

Target, which also plans to support Pride 

events in San Francisco and Chicago. Next 

year, in the fashionable downtown areas of 

both cities, Target plans to open ―CityTarget,‖ 

a scaled-down, hipper version of its store, in 

addition to openings in Los Angeles and Seat-

tle. In San Francisco last summer at the height 

of the controversy, gay former supervisor 

turned mayoral candidate Bevan Dufty initially 

fought the prospect of Target opening at two 

locations. He relented when he concluded a 
standoff would only alienate the powerful 

brand and eliminate opportunities for friendly 

pressure on issues like marriage equality and 

anti-bullying initiatives. ―Hopefully, it‘s a good 

step,‖ said Dufty of the new policy. ―But I think 

it‘s a step that reflects on how difficult the past 

several months have been for Target. This is 

the worst $150,000 they ever spent.‖ One 

group unwilling to budge from confrontation is 

MoveOn.org, which called for a boycott of 

Target in August and said it had no intention of 

recanting in light of the new announcement. 

―Not much has changed,‖ said Robin Beck, 

campaign director for Moveon.Org. ―As far as 

we can tell, they‘ve expanded the number of 

people who will be making decisions about the 

political giving they do. There‘s no apology for 

the giving they‘ve done, there‘s no commit-

ment to equality. There‘s no commitment to 

stop funding 527s. There‘s no commitment to 

not use corporate funds.‖ Prospective funding 

for shadowy 527 groups and 501c(4) organiza-

tions prompts concern in an era of unfettered 

corporate political spending after the Citizens 

United v. Federal Election Commission decision by 

the Supreme Court. The Target contribution 

to MN Forward, which came to light because 

of Minnesota‘s more stringent state disclosure 

laws, became the first hot-button example in 

the new campaign finance landscape. Other 

questions pertain to the composition of the 

Target policy committee. Twin Cities Pride's 

Belstler said she understood the GLBT Busi-

ness Council led by out director of enterprise 

Daniel Duty would have a ―seat at the table,‖ 

but a Target spokesperson would not confirm 

any participation. In an interview published this 

week, Duty described Target as ―a great place 

to work‖ and said that several top executives 

were openly gay. Target spokesperson Jessica 
Carlson declined to say how many people 

would be on the committee or to what extent 

equality would factor into their political giving 

decisions. She referred all inquiries to the new 

guidelines on the website. Although the mem-

bership of the policy committee is unclear, 

people familiar with the changes said the panel 

would at least include more participants, which 

most interpreted as a positive sign. ―I think it‘s 

good that there‘s broader representation in 

the decision-making process,‖ said Monica 

Meyer, executive director of OutFront Minne-

sota, which had criticized the Target contribu-

tion to MN Forward. ―It allows for more input 

in looking at a number of factors that go into 

using corporate dollars to back a candidate,‖ 

she said. If recent patterns hold, the political 

giving by Target will continue to be Republican

-leaning but not out of sync with other big-box 

retailers. According to the Center for Re-

sponse Politics, the Target PAC gave nearly 

$250,000 to candidates for federal office in 

2010, with 44% going to Democrats and 54% 

contributed to Republicans. By comparison, 
Wal-Mart and Best Buy gave $1.3 million and 

$79,000 respectively to federal candidates last 

year and tilted Democratic in contributions, 

though both companies have also favored Re-

publicans in recent years. Recipients of Target 

PAC money include Congresswoman Michele 

Bachmann, the marriage equality foe from 

Minnesota, the company‘s home base. The 

House Tea Party caucus founder, she also has 

received individual support from Target CEO 

Gregg Steinhafel and his family. Corporations 

view political contributions through an increas-

ingly complex lens of environments, markets 

and stakeholders, but giving is always an ex-

pression of business priorities. Still, when Tar-

get defended the contributions to MN For-

ward and Bachmann as economic decisions, it 

only enraged many loyal LGBT employees and 

store guests who held the brand known for 

progressive workplace policies and promoting 

gay designers to a higher standard. ―The na-

ture of the political engagement that any com-

pany does is by definition subjective,‖ said Bob 

Witeck, chief executive of Witeck-Combs 

Communications. ―They may have some 

ground rules that guide it, for example, but if 

you‘re going to rule out a candidate or elected 

official who is really great on certain issues or 

not on others, you prioritize.‖ Looking ahead, 

some activists wonder how Target and part-

ners like Lady Gaga will choose to prioritize 

next year, when Minnesota could face a consti-

tutional amendment against marriage equality 

advanced by the Republican-controlled legisla-

ture. The Democratic governor Mark Dayton, 

who supports marriage equality, cannot stop 

such a proposal under the state rules. ―I think 

she‘s done a great job, I really do,‖ said Charlie 

Rounds, a Minneapolis-based activist who 

raised concerns about a bad romance between 
Gaga and Target in the blogosphere. ―I think 

she went out and went to bat, but I think 

we‘re going to have this conversation a year 

from now.‖ 

http://www.washingtonblade.com/2011/02/17/target-enacts-new-political-giving-policies/
http://www.washingtonblade.com/2011/02/17/target-enacts-new-political-giving-policies/
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2011/02/18/Gaga_Talks_About_Target_Partnership/
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2011/02/15/Inside_Being_Gay_at_Target/
http://hereforgood.target.com/civic-activity/
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/pacgot.php?cmte=C00098061&cycle=2010
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/pacgot.php?cmte=C00098061&cycle=2010
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6PM 
we will discuss our 
anti-discrimination 

efforts for city & 
county policies, 

and more 
REFRESHMENTS 

WILL BE  

PROVIDED 

9 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

11 12 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6PM 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 16 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6PM 

OPEN   
SUPPORT 

GROUP 

info Marge   
850 932-0397 

www.PFLAG. org 

 

 

 

 

 
Unless noted events take place at the Equality House, 

317 N. Spring Street, Pensacola, FL, 32501 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FREE Rapid HIV Testing is available at the Equality 

House, call 429-7551 for more information. 

6PM-9PM 
PRIZES FOR 

BEST MASK & 

BEST BEADS 

 
REFRESHMENTS 

WILL BE 

PROVIDED 

 

5:30PM 

OPEN  

DICUSSION 

info Brian   

850 375-2524  

bdjeike@mac.com 

6PM 

OPEN MEETING 

info Louis   

850 291-6859  

louiscooper@ 

cox.net 

11AM-3PM 
Equality House will 

be reserved for 
parents and their 
young children in 

order to provide an 
afternoon of activi-
ties for this affinity 
group, all ages 

welcome 3pm til 

8pm. 

6PM-8PM 
Equality House will 

be reserved for 
persons 50 and 
above in order to 

provide a relaxing 
atmosphere for this 

affinity group, all 
ages welcome 

10am til 6pm. 

 

6:30PM 
Come catch up 

with old friends or 
make new friends 
at this affordable 

buffet dinner @ 

Panda China on E 

Gregory St. 

10AM-8PM 
Equality House will 

be reserved for 

teens ages 13 to 18 
years today, (adult 

supervision will be 
provided) in order 
to provide a day of 
activities for this 

affinity group.    

11AM-3PM 
come welcome 

spring with old 

and new friends 
HOTDOGS, 
BURGERS, 

BAKED BEANS, 
SLAW, POTATO 
SALAD, CHIPS, 

LEMONAIDE  

6-9PM 
come by for a 

taste of Ireland 
CORNBEEF & 
CABBAGE, IRISH 
STEW, 

SHEPARDS PIE 

 
ST PATTY’S 

TRIVIA  

CONTEST  

This is a special 

rescheduled 

meeting as we 

were unable to 

meet in January. 
PLEASE TRY TO 

ATTEND! 

10AM-8PM BOTH DAYS 
come help us spruce our home 

up as we get ready for spring 
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20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 22 23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6PM 
become a Volun-

teer Ambassador 
REFRESHMENTS 

WILL BE 

PROVIDED 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

6PM 
we need you to 

insure our festival           
continues to get 

bigger and better 
REFRESHMENTS 

WILL BE 

PROVIDED 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 PM 

28 29 30 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6PM 
we will discuss our 
plans for gsa clubs 

and lgbt  

homelessness 
REFRESHMENTS 

WILL BE  

PROVIDED 

APRIL 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2 

3 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

7PM 
come enjoy a laid 

back meal with 
old and new 

friends 
CHICKEN AND 

RICE WILL BE 

PROVIDED 

 

This is a change 

of date, due to 

our St. Patrick‘s 

Day Party falling 

on the 3rd Thur 
of the month, 

March 17th. 

6PM 

OPEN MEETING 

info Dale   
850 429-9128 

www.ACLUfl. org 

6PM 

OPEN MEETING 

info Louis   

850 291-6859  

louiscooper@ 

cox.net 

6PM 

OPEN MEETING 

info Louis   

850 291-6859  

louiscooper@ 

cox.net 

4PM 

OPEN MEETING 

info  

850 346-6004  

nwflnow@ 

gmail.com 

6PM-8PM 
Equality House will 

be reserved for 
persons 50 and 
above in order to 

provide a relaxing 
atmosphere for this 
affinity group, all 
ages welcome 

10am til 6pm. 

 

6:30PM 
Come catch up 

with old friends or 
make new friends 
at this affordable 

buffet dinner @ 
Panda China on E 

Gregory St. 

10AM-8PM 
Equality House will 

be reserved for 
teens ages 13 to 18 
years today, (adult 

supervision will be 
provided) in order 
to provide a day of 
activities for this 

affinity group.    

11AM-3PM 
Equality House will 

be reserved for 
parents and their 
young children in 

order to provide an 
afternoon of activi-
ties for this affinity 
group, all ages 

welcome 3pm til 

8pm. 

6PM 
come play one of 
our many games, 

or bring your  

favorite 
FEEL FREE TO 

BRING FINGER 

FOODS TO 

SHARE 

National 
Woman’s 

History Month 
Celebration 

7PM-10PM 
movie, refresh-

ments, and more 

 
CO-SPONSORED 

BY  
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7 year old donates to gay charities 

A seven-year-old has donated $140 to the Los 

Angeles Gay and Lesbian Center and the Hu-

man Rights Campaign Foundation (HRC) be-

cause he doesn‘t think it‘s right for gay people 

not to be treated equally. The child, Malcolm, 

was given $140 by his parents to donate to the 

charity of his choice. He chose to split the 

money between the gay centre and the HRC. 

The check was accompanied by a hand written 

note that read: ―I am sending you this money 

because I don‘t think it‘s fair that Gay people 

are not treated equally.‖ A note from the 

boy‘s mother said: ―To teach the importance 

of improving the world around him, Malcolm 

was given $140 to give away to the charity of 

his choice. After hearing a story on the radio 
about the mistreatment of gays and lesbians, 

Malcolm became both upset and curious about 

the issue…to help, he chose to split his money 

between the L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center and 

the Human Rights Campaign Foundation.‖  

 

After school forced to allow lesbian    

couple enter dance together they are 

greeted by cheering students 

It took less than 24 hours for a federal judge 

to resolve a lawsuit filed by two lesbian teens 

who wanted to walk together in a processional 

at their high school pepfest in Minnesota. For 

Champlin Park High School‘s Snow Days 

Pepfest, Sarah Lindstrom and Desiree Shelton 

had been elected to the royalty court and 

were planning to walk together when the 

school district suddenly ushered in a new pol-

icy. Rather than allowing students to be paired 

as couples, the new decree had the teenagers 

walking with an adult companion. The suit, 

filed Friday, Jan 25, on behalf of Lindstrom and 

Shelton by the Southern Poverty Law Center, 

the National Center for Lesbian Rights, and 

the law firm Faegre & Benson, was resolved 

the following day after a six-hour mediation 

before U.S. district judge Susan Nelson in St. 

Paul. According to the settlement, members of 

the royalty court are permitted to ―select a 

meaningful person in their life‖ to escort them 

in the processional. The suit was dismissed 

without admissions of fault. Students at Cham-

plin Park High School in Minneapolis cheered 

as two lesbian students who fought for the 

right to walk together as part of the school's 

royalty court entered hand in hand at the 

Snow Days Pep Fest Mon, Jan 31. "It felt amaz-

ing," Desiree Shelton told the Associated 

Press. "I think we were too focused on getting 

to the stage" to notice the dozens of students 
who rose to their feet and applauded as they 

entered. 

 

GLSEN wins $250,000 for lgbt student 

programs from Pepsi 

The Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Net-

work has taken second place in the Pepsi Re-

fresh contest, winning $250,000 to help fund 

the group's Safe Space campaign and fight anti-

gay bullying in schools.    "When I got the news 

this morning, I wasn‘t sure if I was still dream-

ing," GLSEN Executive Director Eliza Byard 

said in a statement. "It appears that GLSEN has 

finished in second place in the Pepsi Refresh 

voting, winning $250,000 in support of our 

Safe Space Campaign. The official announce-

ment of the results won‘t take place until Feb. 

23, but it looks as if we‘ve done it."  Byard says 

the funding will help promote adult support for 

LGBT students in 10,000 schools across the 

country. "This funding is going to a truly critical 

effort to make schools more welcoming places 

for LGBT students and any student dealing 

with anti-LGBT bias." 
 

Howard Stern erases “fag” from his  

vocabulary 

Howard Stern admits he sometimes slips and 

uses the word ―fag,‖ but he was taken aback by 

how much Lisa Lampanelli used it on his radio 

show because he thinks gay people are too 

often ―bullied‖ and ―abused.‖ ―I know Lisa‘s 

kidding around and all that, but I‘ve tried to 

change my thought about that word. I‘ve tried 

to stop using it … I‘d rather not use it,‖ he 

said when a caller asked is he was bothered by 

the comedian‘s excessive use of the word on 

his Sirius XM radio show. ―I have a tremen-

dous compassion for people that are homo-

sexual. I feel that they are bullied and abused in 

our society. They take such shit just because 

they like to be with the same sex, and it‘s so 

absurd to me. ―It must be a terrible thing to be 

exposed to that kind of hatred and be hated 

just because of your sexuality.‖ 

 

Ross Dress For Less chain makes 

changes after transgender discrimination 

suit 

Following the ejection from a Ross Dress for 

Less store of a transgender woman who was 

trying on clothes, the American Civil Liberties 

Union of Washington says that the store is 

making positive changes to make the company 

less discriminatory. In November 2010, 

―Christy_M‖ posted on a cross-dressing forum 

that a manager pounded on the dressing room 

door of the company‘s Lynnwood, Wash. 

store and yelled, ―You need to get out of the 

dressing room now!‖ as she was trying on a 

sweater dress. Startled and embarrassed, 

Christy_M left the store, and vomited in the 

parking lot. ―I felt so embarrassed and dis-

gusted with myself,‖ Christy_M wrote. ―I have 
so much shame wearing on me that I can 

hardly move.‖ In December the ACLU con-

tacted the stores for the unlawful discrimina-

tion under Washington state law, writing, 

―Ross was legally required to afford

(Christy_M) ‗full enjoyment‘ of its Lynnwood 

store, which includes the right to enter the 

store and not be treated as unwelcome, unac-

cepted, undesired or unsolicited.‖ The ACLU 

of Washington says that California-based Ross 

Dress for Less has clarified to employees that 

company policy prohibits discrimination against 

persons based on gender identity and expres-

sion, and that the Ross Stores was drafting 

policy including a ―special instruction‖ to em-

ployees on accommodating customers‘ gender 

identities for use of the bathroom and dressing 

rooms. 

 

High school creates gender neutral 

homecoming court 

In an attempt to be more inclusive of its entire 

student body, administrators of a Michigan high 

school have decided to drop "king" and 
"queen" from its homecoming royalty titles, 

opting instead for gender-neutral titles. Trans-

gender student Oak Reed was elected home-

coming king in September 2010,  but the 

school denied him his crown because he was 

officially enrolled as female at Mona Shores 

High School in Muskegon, Mich. Soon after the 

decision made headlines across the country, 

administrators including superintendent Terry 

Babbitt started discussing, with colleagues and 

students, how to make a more inclusive home-

coming court, according to the Muskegon 

Chronicle. ―I‘m so glad that the rules have been 

changed,‖ Reed said in a statement Tuesday. 

―All I wanted was a chance for all students to 

participate and be heard. Now my classmates 

and I can just focus on having a great time at 

our school dance.‖ In addition to the home-

coming court changes, Reed can wear the 

tuxedo worn by male students for band per-

formances, and he plans to wear a blue cap and 

gown for graduation, also worn by male stu-

dents. 
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http://blog.glsen.org/2011/02/thank-you-for-helping-glsen-win-250k-in.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/muskegon/index.ssf/2011/02/post_52.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/muskegon/index.ssf/2011/02/post_52.html
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Dr. Phil advises outdated harmful      

approach to gender expression in      

children 

Dr. Phil advises a parent whose son likes to 

play with girls‘ toys and wear girls‘ clothing to 

―take the girl things away, and buy him boy 

toys‖ on his website‘s ―Ask Dr. Phil‖ section. 

Robbie tells Dr. Phil that her 5-year-old son 

likes to play with Barbies and likes to wear 

girls‘ clothing, which she doesn‘t think is nor-

mal. In the segment, she asks the talk-show 

host how to deal with his behavior. ―There are 
developmental stages in kids, and it is not un-

usual, particularly for young boys, to experi-

ment and get stuck on certain stimulus items,‖ 

he says. ―This is not a precursor to your son 

being gay.‖ Dr. Phil, who recently has in-

creased his support for gay and lesbian teens, 

particularly when it comes to bullying in 

schools, then suggests that the solution is to 

take the girls‘ toys away from the boy. ―Direct 

your son in an unconfusing way. Don't buy him 

Barbie dolls or girls‘ clothes. You don‘t want 

to do things that seem to support the confu-

sion at this stage of the game. ... Take the girl 

things away, and buy him boy toys. ―Support 

him in what he‘s doing, but not in the girl 

things.‖ Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defa-

mation President Jarrett Barrios said in a state-

ment to The Advocate that Dr. Phil's advice 

sends the message to children that they should 

confirm to the "narrow stereotypes of gender 

roles. "When a media personality like Dr. Phil 

sends a message to viewers that their children 

should conform to narrow stereotypes of 

gender roles, it can make the process of un-

derstanding and appreciating who you are 

more difficult for young people," Barrios said. 

"What's important here is that every child has 

the opportunity to express who they are in a 

way that is safe and nurturing because at the 

end of the day, our society thrives on children 

and adults whose interests are as diverse as 

the people in it." 

 

Utah bill would exclude gay families 

from all government programs 

A Utah legislator introduced a bill Wednesday, 

Feb 2,  that would require all publicly funded 

programs, laws, and regulations, to ensure they 

exclude families headed by gay and lesbian 

couples. Rep. LaVar Christensen writes in the 
bill's language  that "marriage and family pre-

date all governments and are supported by and 

consistent with the Laws of Nature and God, 

the Creator and Supreme Judge of the World, 

affirmed in the nation‘s founding Declaration of 

Independence." It also says, "families anchored 

by both a father and a mother, fidelity within 

marriage, and enduring devotion to the cove-

nants and responsibilities of marriage are the 

desired norm." Brandie Balken, executive di-

rector of Equality Utah, told the Salt Lake City 

Tribune that the bill could be used to "create a 

filter for public agencies and a way to target 

laws, services and funding that currently help 

single Utahns or Utanhs with families that dif-

fer from Representative Christensen's." 

 

GA representative equates gays to drug 

dealers 

A Georgia state representative known for his 

extreme opinions says letting gay people serve 

in the military is equivalent to allowing drug 

dealers and other criminals in the ranks. In a 

wide-ranging interview with The Marietta Daily 
Journal, Rep. Bobby Franklin said of homosexu-

ality, ―The Bible says it‘s a capital offense. You 

want someone with unrepentant criminal be-

havior? And it‘s not just that, neither should 

adulterers, neither should thieves, neither 

should a lot of things. The church is full of 

sinners, but we‘re told in 1st Corinthians it 

rattled off the homosexual, the adulterer, the 

thief, the liar, and such were some of you, but 

you‘ve been washed, you‘ve been justified and 

so forth. It‘s not what you were. You‘re not 

punishing a thought. But do you want an unre-

pentant drug dealer in the military? Same 

thing.‖ Franklin has authored a variety of un-

usual bills, seeking to require the state to con-

duct financial transactions in gold or silver; 

prevent local governments from regulating the 

keeping of chickens, rabbits, or goats; exempt 

Georgia from the U.S. Supreme Court decision 

legalizing abortion; and eliminate property 

taxes. So far, none of these has passed. Prop-

erty taxes, he said, are communist. ―The first 

plank of the Communist Manifesto is the aboli-

tion of private property and if you tax it you‘re 

claiming ownership over it,‖ he told the Journal, 

adding, ―We‘ve really adopted all 10 planks of 

the Communist Manifesto in one form or an-

other in this country.‖ Franklin, in office since 

1996, represents a portion of Cobb County, a 

largely suburban area just north of Atlanta. 

Cobb County made national news in the early 

1990s when the county board passed a resolu-

tion condemning homosexuality. 

 

Anti-gay group launches “second hand 

effects of gay marriage” workshops call-

ing it a health risk greater than smoking 

 Bob Vander Plaats, a leader of the effort to 

roll back marriage equality in Iowa, has denied 

any connection to seminars that portray ho-
mosexuality as a public health hazard, but his 

website continues to promote them, The Iowa 

Independentreports. Vander Plaats was asked 

about the seminars during a press conference 

in Iowa City with former Minnesota governor 

and potential 2012 Republican presidential 

candidate Tim Pawlenty. Vander Plaats, who 

ran for Iowa governor in the primaries last 

year, is touring the state to promote Family 

Leader, his new umbrella organization for sev-

eral groups working for conservative causes, 

including the repeal of marriage rights for gay 

couples. Family Leader‘s website has promoted 

the seminars, called ―The Second-Hand Effects 

of Same-Sex ‗Marriage‘‖ and provided links to 

information about them, as indicated by a 

screen capture published by the Independent. 

The site for the seminars, SecondHandEf-

fects.com, says the sessions will expose ―the 

public health crisis of same-sex activity‖ and 

also ―how same-sex ‗marriage‘ threatens reli-

gious liberty.‖ According to the Independent, 

the sponsors of the seminars have also said gay 

sex is more of a health hazard than smoking. A 
reporter at the press conference asked Vander 

Plaats if he agreed with that conclusion. He 

responded, ―I want to listen again to the prem-

ise of this question, because I don‘t believe 

we‘ve held any conferences on smoking.‖ He 

said Family Leader has had no role in the semi-

nar series and pledged to look into the website 

link. He added that the program perhaps ―was 

something done earlier‖ by the Iowa Family 

Policy Center, one of the groups under Family 

Leader‘s umbrella. 

http://www.drphil.com/articles/article/258
http://le.utah.gov/~2011/htmdoc/hbillhtm/hb0270.htm
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/blogslgbt/51176950-61/bill-policy-christensen-balken.html.csp
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/blogslgbt/51176950-61/bill-policy-christensen-balken.html.csp
http://www.mdjonline.com/view/full_story/11295596/article-East-Cobb-Rep--Franklin-s-take-on-gays--gold--goats-and-God?instance=home_news_left
http://www.mdjonline.com/view/full_story/11295596/article-East-Cobb-Rep--Franklin-s-take-on-gays--gold--goats-and-God?instance=home_news_left
http://iowaindependent.com/52056/vander-plaats-denies-involvement-in-anti-gay-seminars
http://iowaindependent.com/52056/vander-plaats-denies-involvement-in-anti-gay-seminars
http://www.secondhandeffects.com/The_Second-Hand_Effects_of_Same-Sex_Marriage/Home.html
http://www.secondhandeffects.com/The_Second-Hand_Effects_of_Same-Sex_Marriage/Home.html
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New study links anti-gay bullying to 

health problems 

A newly released study shows that antigay 

bullying can cause hormonal disruptions that 

may lead to increased suicide attempts, mem-

ory loss, cardiovascular problems, and bone 

density depletion. The Gazette of Montreal 

reports on the study authored by Michael 

Benibgui, who claims it is the first to prove a 

biological link between homophobia and health 

damage. ―The results showed that victims of 

homophobia had disruptions in their output of 

cortisol, a hormone released in the brain as a 
response to stress,‖ reports The Gazette. 

―Normally, cortisol levels are highest in the 

morning and lowest in the evening, but those 

facing homophobic bullying consistently pro-

duced higher levels throughout the day, Benib-

gui said.‖ In addition to measuring cortisol, 

which can cause ailments when disrupted, the 

study looked at whether participants were 

more depressed or had increased thoughts of 

suicide or suicide attempts, The Gazette re-

ports. The study found that support from fam-

ily and friends can counteract the cortisol dis-

ruption and improve resiliency. The study 

involved 63 Montrealers between the ages of 

18 and 25 who answered questionnaires and 

gave saliva samples in 2003 and 2004. 

 

Quit Smoking Classes for the lgbt    

community to be offered at the Equality 

House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Smoking is disproportionally high in the lgbt 

community.  Gay Grassroots is please that 

West Florida Area Health Education Center 

will be offering smoking cession classes at the 

Equality House. The Quit Smoking Now Pro-

gram is a FREE 6 week evidence-based pro-

gram developed by Ex-smokers for those who 

want to become Ex-smokers.  Assistance 
with Nicotine Replacement products such as 

the patch, gum or lozenge, can be made avail-

able for participants of the class. The class 

meets for one hour per week for 6 weeks in a 

row. You will learn about the effects of to-

bacco on your health and how to correctly use 

the pharmacological treatments. You will learn 

about your barriers to quitting and how to 

cope with withdrawal symptoms. You will also 

find out about how to make lifestyle adjust-

ments and manage feelings that trigger crav-

ings, and how to manage stress through 
lifestyle changes. IF you would like to enroll in 

these FREE quit smoking classes please show 

your interest by visiting the web survey below 

so that we may see what day and time will best 

serve the most people. 

 
Free Rapid HIV Testing continues at the 

Equality House 
Everyone is welcome to come into the Equality 

House for a 20 minute HIV test.  Testing is 

done by members of the lgbt community so 

you can feel comfortable talking about your 

sexuality and behaviors.  Testing is available 

Wed-Sat from 10am-8pm, you may walk in.  

Please call 429-7551 if you have any questions.  

The Equality House also stock a large assort-

ment of free water based lube and latex con-

doms for you to pick up and use. 

 
 

 

 

 

Rainbow Blades, the Gay Grassroots newsletter 

White House talks budget issues that 

concern lgbt and AIDS communities 

White House officials held a conference call 

Tuesday, Feb 15, morning to discuss the 2012 

budget proposed by President Barack Obama 

and how it affects the LGBT population and 

people living with HIV or AIDS. Melody Bar-

nes, director of the White House Domestic 

Policy Council, and Jeffrey S. Crowley, director 

of the White House Office of National AIDS 

Policy, discussed the $3.7 trillion budget pro-

posed by President Obama on Monday. The 

White House has said the budget includes 

―tough choices‖ to reduce projected unsus-
tainable deficits and put the country on course 

for a more productive future. ―To make the 

investments we need to win the future, the 

government has to function within its means,‖ 

said Barnes. Despite the constraints, Barnes 

announced a proposed increase for the Com-

munity Relations Service in the Department of 

Justice to fight hate crimes, and an $18 million 

increase, or 5% over the 2010 enacted level, 

for the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-

mission, which enforces federal antidiscrimina-

tion laws. She said the EEOC would be able to 

add staff and reduce its backlog of private-

sector cases. The budget proposes $132 mil-

lion for grants to state and local governments 

to fight violence and bullying under the De-

partment of Education‘s Successful, Safe and 

Healthy students program. Bullying became a 

high-profile issue last year in the wake of a 

series of LGBT youth suicides, and Barnes 

indicated in the question-and-answer session 

that the White House would have liked to 

allocate more to the problem. ―This budget is 

a tough budget, that there are places that un-

der normal circumstances, if we weren‘t facing 

the challenges that we have right now, we 

would have done something different,‖ she 

said.  

 

In the battle against HIV/AIDS, Goldberg said 

the budget proposed to maintain and in some 
cases increase support for the national HIV/

AIDS strategy in comparison to 2010. Com-

pared to last year, the budget proposes in-

creases in domestic discretionary HIV/AIDS 

funding at the Department of Health and Hu-

man Services by $219 million, and at the De-

partment of Veterans Affairs by $173 million. 

Funding levels are to be maintained at the Jus-

tice Department and the Department of Hous-

ing and Urban Development. ―We‘re not talk-

ing about cuts,‖ he said. ―We‘re holding the 

line across all the lead agencies in the National 

HIV/AIDS Strategy and making increases at 

HHS and the VA.‖ In addition, for the Ryan 

White HIV/AIDS program, the budget pro-

poses $940 million for AIDS drug assistance 

programs, an increase of $80 million above 

2010 to support access to HIV-related medica-

tions. The budget also increases HIV preven-

tion efforts at the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention by $58 million over 2010, 

which includes a $20.4 million increase for 

programs specifically targeting gay and bisexual 

men. Some $22 million is proposed for HIV 

prevention in metropolitan areas hardest hit by 

the epidemic. ―It refocuses our efforts, and it 

proposes targeted new investments,‖ said 

Goldberg. However, asked about House Re-

publicans‘ plan to make significant cuts in vital 

HIV programs, Barnes declined to pledge that 

President Obama would urge Democrats to 
fight the proposals. ―The budget has articulated 

the values that he has around this set of issues 

and the importance that he places on this set 

of issues consistent with what he said during 

the campaign,‖ she said. ―I think his budget 

really stands as the backdrop and as the plat-

form from which we will be operating as we 

move forward. This budget really articulates 

the framework that he believes should be the 

guiding set of principles. It certainly is for us.‖ 

http://www.montrealgazette.com/news/Homophobia+your+health+Study/4216993/story.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/factsheet/expanding-opportunities-for-the-lgbt-community
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/factsheet/fighting-the-hiv-aids-epidemic
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Harvard Law Review elects it’s 1st gay 

president 

The prestigious Harvard Law Review elected 

an openly gay student as president for the first 

time. Second year Harvard Law School student 

Mitchell Reich told the Harvard Crimson he is 

happy to be the 125th president of the valued 

student-run publication. He also recognizes the 

importance of being an openly gay leader—

previously, he said, he wasn‘t sure if he could 

be successful if he were openly gay and he 

recognizes this milestone‘s significance. ―If I 

had seen someone who was the president of 

the Harvard Law Review and [also] openly gay, 

that would have been helpful to me,‖ Reich 

told the Crimson. Reich was educated at Yale 
College and Dalton School. As president, 

Reich assumes the responsibilities of the editor

-in-chief, managing the staff and overseeing the 

publication of scholarly articles. ―My predeces-

sor and the class before is a tough act to fol-

low,‖ Reich told the Crimson, going on to 

explain that he aims to keep the ―tradition of 

excellence‖ alive in the eight issues he would 

publish as president. 

 

 

 

Court: student counselor must treat gay 

students 

The American Civil Liberties Union and the 

ACLU of Michigan have filed a friend-of-the-

court brief today in federal appeals court in 

support Eastern Michigan University in its dis-

pute with a former student. Julea Ward sued 

the university after it removed her from the 

graduate counseling program over her refusal 

to affirm the relationship of a gay client during 

a practicum. Ward was training to become a 

school counselor. She believes homosexuality 

is immoral and a choice and that she could not 

counsel the client in good conscience, and 

maintains being removed from the university 

program is a breach of her religious freedom.  

―While counselors are certainly entitled to 

their own religious beliefs, EMU correctly took 

steps to prevent Ms. Ward from imposing 

those beliefs on her clients in the university‘s 
training program,‖ said Daniel Mach, director 

of the ACLU Program on Freedom of Religion 

and Belief, in a press release. ―EMU would be 

remiss if it allowed counseling students to 

discriminate against clients for any reason, 

including sexual orientation.‖ ―LGBT students 

in crisis should be able to turn to a school 

counselor for help without fearing rejection or 

judgment,‖ said James Esseks, Director of the 

ACLU Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Project. ―Guidance counselors have a duty to 

treat all students fairly and professionally re-

gardless of who the students are or what is-

sues they are grappling with.‖  Ward previ-

ously asked a lower court to force the univer-

sity to allow her to participate in the course 

study while refusing to counsel gay clients. The 

courts denied her request, and has appealed 

the lower court ruling to the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the Sixth District to step. 

 

HIV memoir pulled from middle school 

A memoir was pulled from the general circula-

tion of a middle school library in Tennessee 

because of the author's accounts of promiscu-

ity, the AIDS-related death of his lover and his 

use of profane language.  A 12-year-old stu-

dent checked out Paul Monette's memoir, 

Borrowed Time: An AIDS Memoir, from the 

Cheatham Middle School library. Her mother, 

Misty Binkley, told WSMV News that the book 

was not appropriate to have in a middle school 
library, but was perhaps more appropriate for 

older students.  After Binkley complained, the 

school‘s policy changed to adapt to parents' 

inquiries. Previously, books that were the sub-

ject of complaint would undergo a two week 

review process, which has been changed to 

take place over the course of two days.  

Mass. governor protects transgender 

workers 

Massachusetts governor Deval Patrick signed 

an executive order Thursday, Feb 17, banning 

work-based discrimination against transgender 

state government employees and contractors. 

The order adds gender expression and identity 

to an existing law that bans discrimination for 

employees based on race, gender, and religion, 

according to The Boston Globe. The measure is 

similar to one that would extend those protec-

tions to all Massachusetts residents in the 

realms of housing, public accommodations, and 

private-sector jobs. A recent national survey of 

transgender people showed that 90% of those 
employed had been harassed on the job, and 

26% had lost a job due to being transgender. 

Patrick was joined in a private signing cere-

mony in his office by a handful of transgender 

state employees. 

 

Catholic college fines gay professor 

An openly gay professor has been fired from a 

private Roman Catholic college after the 

school learned of his sexuality. Representatives 

from Philadelphia‘s Chestnut Hill College say 

they didn‘t know Father James St. George was 

gay when they hired him to teach. "It was with 

great disappointment when we learned 

through St. George's public statements of his 

involvement in a gay relationship with another 

man for the past 15 years," the school said in a 

statement. The priest says his sexuality was 

never a secret. While the subject never came 

up in class, Father St. George told Fox 29 that 

he was fully vetted when he was hired and has 

never hidden the fact that he was gay. Accord-

ing to MyFoxPhilly.com, ―Father St. George is 

part of the Old Catholic Church Of The 

Americas, a faction that broke away from the 

Vatican back in 1870. In his church, priests are 

allowed to marry and be gay.‖ "I serve as a 

trauma chaplain,‖ Father St. George said. ―I 

help broken people. I run a parish, a small 

parish in Blue Bell, take care of people who 

have no hope. I teach kids how to become 
better adults… A school that is supposed to 

teach religious understanding is not even being 

tolerant." 

 

Pres. Obama appoints gay man as White 

House Social Secretary 

The White House announced the appointment 

Friday afternoon of Jeremy Bernard to the 

position of Special Assistant to the President 

and Social Secretary. He is the first man and 

the first openly gay person to hold the posi-

tion. According to Jonathan Capehart at the 

Washington Post, "Bernard and his then-

partner Rufus Gifford were early supporters of 

Obama in California. And they raised a ton of 

money for him through their company, B&G 

Associates. Gifford went on to become finance 

director of the Democratic National Commit-

tee. Bernard was the White House liaison at 

the National Endowment for the Humanities 

before dashing off to his Paris post in Novem-

ber." According to the news release that an-

nounced his appointment, Bernard will join the 

White House from the U.S. Embassy in Paris, 

where he serves as senior adviser to the am-

bassador. He previously worked as the White 

House Liaison to the National Endowment for 

the Humanities from 2008 to 2010. President 

Barack Obama said, ―Jeremy shares our vision 

for the White House as the People‘s House, 

one that celebrates our history and culture in 
dynamic and inclusive ways. We look forward 

to Jeremy continuing to showcase America‘s 

arts and culture to our nation and the world 

through the many events at the White House.‖ 

Bernard said, ―I am deeply humbled to join the 

White House staff as Social Secretary and 

support President Obama and the First Lady in 

this role. I have long admired the arts and edu-

cation programs that have become hallmarks 

of the Obama White House and I am eager to 

continue these efforts in the years  

http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2011/2/8/reich-president-law-harvard/
http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2011/2/8/reich-president-law-harvard/
http://www.annarbor.com/news/aclu-julea-ward-vs-eastern-michigan-university-alliance-defense-fund/
http://www.annarbor.com/news/aclu-julea-ward-vs-eastern-michigan-university-alliance-defense-fund/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/breaking_news/2011/02/patrick_bans_di.html
http://glaadblog.org/2011/02/17/mass-gov-signs-historic-exec-order-protecting-transgender-state-employees/
http://www.myfoxphilly.com/dpp/news/local_news/catholic-college-fires-openly-gay-priest
http://www.myfoxphilly.com/dpp/news/local_news/catholic-college-fires-openly-gay-priest
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/postpartisan/2011/02/jeremy_bernard_a_historic_choi.html
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California launches radio soap opera to 

reach Latino community 

A three-part radio soap opera is scheduled to 

broadcast on Spanish radio stations as part of 

an attempt to better educate California's rural 

Latino population about LGBT rights and is-

sues. The radionovela, "Bienvenidos a Casa," 

or "Welcome Home," follows Carlos, a gay 

Latino teenager who is rejected by friends and 

family because he is gay. He eventually finds 

acceptance from his mother and neighbors. 

The program was put together by the National 

Center for Lesbian Rights and California Rural 

Legal Assistance, Inc.'s Proyecto Poderoso, 
which aims to increase acceptance among 

Spanish-speaking families. Proyecto Poderoso 

Manager Dan Torres said in a statement last 

week, "Through this unique storytelling plat-

form, we hope to open up the dialogue in 

Spanish-speaking Latino households, breaking 

down the walls of communication, and helping 

Latino families begin conversations on issues 

they otherwise would never talk about, and 

providing them with a greater understanding of 

the hurt and damage experienced by adults, 

children, and youth who don't have their fam-

ily's full, loving support and acceptance." The 

show will premiered Friday, Feb 18, between 6 

p.m. and 7 p.m. on Radio Bilingüe's "Rock-in da 

House," according to California Rural Legal 

Assistance, Inc, and will air 10 times through 

March 31 across the state's eight Radio Bilin-

gue stations. 

 

Pensacola included in state wide event 

to protect the recently gained adoption 

equality (SAT APRIL 16) 

As the politicians in Tallahassee continue to 

publicly object to the court‘s ruling which 

overturned the ban on adoptions by gay per-

sons (see next story), our voices of everyone 

who believes in adoption equality must be 

raised up.  Citizens across the state of Florida 

need to get educated and get active. host a 

number of events across the state of Florida to 

get individuals active, educated, and engaged. 
The ACLU of Florida is bring a number of 

public educational events including Education 

and Speaker Training to communities across 

the state.  One of these events will take place 

on Saturday April 16th (location and time yet 

to be finalized.)  Gay Grassroots is  teaming up 

to bring  GLAAD (The Gay and Lesbian Alli-

ance Against Defamation) in to provide the 

training and documentary screening of ―In 

Anita‘s Wake‖ (http://

www.vickinantzfilms.com)  about Anita Bry-

ant‘s anti-gay tirade, which resulted in the 33 

year ban on adoptions by gay parents.  

Rainbow Blades, the Gay Grassroots newsletter 

Marriage equality bill has votes to pass 

Md. senate 

Maryland state senator James C. Rosapepe 

announced his support for the marriage equal-

ity bill Thursday, Feb 17, giving the measure 

the required 24 votes to pass the senate. 

According to The Baltimore Sun, the Prince 

George's County Democrat announced his 

support for the bill after an amended version 

with more protections for religious institutions 

cleared the senate judicial proceedings com-

mittee. Rosapepe is a Catholic, the largest 

Christian denomination in the state and a his-

torically influential lobby. Rosapepe wrote an e

-mail to his constituents, saying, "I intend to 

vote for the bill as it was reported out of com-

mittee with a strengthened conscience clause 

to respect the views of religious denomina-
tions which do not recognize same-sex mar-

riage.‖ A contentious vote is expected in the 

full senate next week, during which time more 

amendments could be offered. The bill is 

widely expected to pass the house of delegates 

and Gov. Martin O'Malley has promised to sign 

it. Opponents could attempt to petition for a 

referendum to overturn the law. In a potential 

preview of the senate debate, the Sun reports 

on concerns that the religious protection 

amendment is too broad and gives religious 

institutions widespread latitude to discriminate 

against same-sex couples seeking to hold cere-

monies in their facilities, like halls. 

 

Wyo. passes, adds to anti-gay marriage 

bill 

The Wyoming senate passed a bill Friday, Feb 

18, that would prevent any recognition of civil 

unions or marriages among same-sex couples 

who were wed or entered a union outside of 

the state. The bill passed with a 16-14 vote 

after a last-minute amendment to add the civil 

union provision, according to the  Casper Star-

Tribune. The bill must now be revisited by the 

house of representatives, which will have to 

approve the new amendment. Wyoming cur-

rently recognizes any valid marriage performed 

outside of the state, while still restricting mar-

riages in the state to those between one man 

and one woman. Supporters of the ban on 
marriage equality argue that this law will close 

any loopholes allowing gay and lesbian couples 

to access the same benefits and responsibilities 

as heterosexual married couples. 

 

Hawaii passes civil unions bill 

The Hawaii senate passed the final version of a 

civil unions bill by an 18-5 vote Wednesday, 

Feb 16, afternoon.  The bill will now go to 

Gov. Neil Abercrombie, who has expressed 

his support for it. "Today is a momentous day," 

said Sen. Clayton Hee, according to the Hono-

lulu Star-Advertiser. "There is no denying that by 

this action Hawaii takes a significant step to-

wards true equality." Equality Hawaii and the 

Human Rights Campaign issued a joint state-

ment about the bill's passage Wednesday.  We 

honor and thank the legislature today for their 

commitment to equality for the lesbian, gay, 

bisexual and transgender community in Ha-

waii," Alan Spector, cochair of Equality Hawaii, 

said in the statement. ―For the second time in 

less than a year, legislators have dedicated 

themselves to providing dignity and respect to 

all families in the Aloha State." A similar bill 

was approved by the legislature in 2010 but 

vetoed by then-Gov. Linda Lingle after a long 

waiting period. 

http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2011-02-17/news/bs-md-same-sex-marriage-committee-vot20110217_1_gay-marriage-key-senator-civil-marriage-protection-act
http://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/article_6ac76612-3b8d-11e0-aad2-001cc4c002e0.html
http://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/article_6ac76612-3b8d-11e0-aad2-001cc4c002e0.html
http://www.staradvertiser.com/news/breaking/116352634.html
http://www.staradvertiser.com/news/breaking/116352634.html
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Discrimination pervades all aspects of 

transgender’s lives 

A report released Friday, Feb 4, by the Na-

tional Gay and Lesbian Task Force and the 

National Center for Transgender Equality lays 

bare the reality that many transgender and 

gender-confirming Americans already know all 

too well: Discrimination runs deep into every 

corner of their lives, but they possess remark-

able powers of perseverance to overcome the 

obstacles. The first large-scale national study of 

its kind, ―Injustice at Every Turn‖ documents 

the staggering levels of discrimination, harass-

ment, and violence faced by transgender and 
gender-nonconforming people in every facet of 

life, including employment, housing, health 

care, and education. The study is based on 

National Transgender Discrimination Survey 

conducted from September 2008 to February 

2009, which culled paper and online responses 

from 6,456 participants aged 18 and over in 

the 50 states, Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico, 

Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. ―I think 

everybody probably knows that trans people 

face discrimination and harassment and vio-

lence,‖ said Mara Keisling, executive director 

of NCTE. ―This is the first time we‘ve ever 

been able to quantify that on a national level. 

For the first time, we really understand how 

bad the problem is. We‘re able to quantify 

here some tremendous devastation.‖ 

According to the survey, respondents were 

nearly four times more likely to live in ex-

treme poverty, with household incomes of less 

than $10,000. Respondents were twice as 

likely to be unemployed, and one in four re-

ported being fired over their gender identity 

or expression. Half said they had experienced 

harassment or other mistreatment in the 

workplace. One in five respondents experi-

enced homelessness because of their gender 

identity or expression, and 19% said they had 

been refused a home or apartment. Some 19% 

also reported being refused health care, and 

31% reported harassment or bullying by teach-

ers. In a reflection of the despair caused by 
relentless discrimination, an astonishing 41% of 

respondents reported attempting suicide, com-

pared to 1.6% of the general population. 

―The numbers were shocking even to us, even 

without all the anecdotal evidence we have. 

Even we were surprised by this data,‖ said 

report coauthor Lisa Mottet, the Transgender 

Civil Rights Project director of the Task Force, 

in a Friday afternoon conference call during 

which four transgender speakers shared sto-

ries of struggle and survival. In category after 

category, the study showed that transgender 

people of color faced even more pronounced 

discrimination and higher negative outcomes; 

for example, African-American respondents 

reported unemployment levels at double the 

other respondents‘, or four times the national 

average. ―The data really shows the com-

pounding effects of racism combined with anti-

trans bias that combines to cause devastation 

and life-threatening discrimination for trans 

people of color,‖ said Mottet. Despite the 

extensive hurdles revealed in the study, the 

information also provides reasons to be opti-

mistic, not the least of which is completing the 

first comprehensive picture of transgender 

American lives. The data already has informed 

policy-making, with the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development using the 

study to propose new housing regulations last 

month to protect LGBT people. And with the 

Employment Non-Discrimination Act still not 
passed, activists could also use the data to 

educate Congress, while galvanizing other state 

and local efforts and public education cam-

paigns.  

Rangers hockey player says he will stand 

beside any player who comes out 

New York Rangers forward Sean Avery has a 

message for gay hockey players who are 

scared to come out: Pick up the phone and call 

him. Avery, who is known to be one of the 

sporting world‘s more liberal athletes, says 

he‘d be more than happy to serve as a support 

system for a gay player. "If there's a kid in Can-

ada or wherever, who is playing and really 

loves the game and wants to keep playing but 

he's worried about coming out, I'd tell him to 

pick up the phone and call [NHLPA executive 

director] Donald Fehr and tell him to book me 

a [plane] ticket,‖ he told the Toronto Sun. "I'll 
stand beside him in the dressing room while he 

tells his teammates he is gay. Maybe if Sean 

Avery is there, they would have less of a prob-

lem with it." Avery, who lived in West Holly-

wood when he played for the Los Angeles 

Kings and now lives in Chelsea, says he doesn‘t 

see the big deal about having an openly gay 

athlete in professional sports. He says there 

are "probably a few gay players in the NHL, 

but I don't know if somebody has the courage 

[to come out]." Last month Avery stripped for 

designer Marc Jacobs to promote skin cancer 

awareness. He also made headlines in 2008 

when he became an intern for Vogue magazine. 

 

Greg Louganis begins coaching career 

Diving legend Greg Louganis has decided to 

come back to the sport that propelled him 

into Olympic fame, but this time as a coach. 

Louganis, who is openly gay and has HIV, be-

came the only man to win back-to-back Olym-

pic gold medals in the platform and spring-

board diving events. Now 51, Louganis spoke 

to the New York Times on Sunday about being 

hired in November to coach the members of 

SoCal Divers. His coaching follows a mechani-

cal style, ensuring that divers master a move 

before moving on to the next, which is in con-

trast with other coaches who stress acrobat-

ics. At first, he admitted he was hesitant to 

return to the sport, but said after he thought 
about his skill set, and where he felt comfort-

able, the return was the right thing to do. 

―I kind of speak their language,‖ he said of the 

divers he trains. ―I know what it is to be afraid 

of a dive. I know what it‘s like to put a new 

dive in a competition. I know what it‘s like to 

feel a little insecure about a dive.‖ 

 

Professional cricket player comes out 

Fellow teammates and coaches are rallying 

around Steven Davies, who over the weekend 

became the first active professional cricketer 

to announce he's gay. Davies, a wicketkeeper-

batsman with the county Surrey, made the 

announcement in The Daily Telegraph. "I'm 

comfortable with who I am — and happy to 

say who I am in public," England's cricket star 

told The Telegraph.  Davies says he first came 

out to team director Andy Flowers, who was 

extremely supportive. "He supported me 

100%, him and (captain) Andrew Strauss. It 

was the right thing to do as I felt I couldn't live 

like this any more." Davies made his England 

debut in 2009 after first appearing for Worces-

tershire at the age of 18. He also credited out 

rugby star Gareth Thomas with helping him to 

come out. 

http://endtransdiscrimination.org/report.html
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2011/02/04/Study_Discrimination_Pervades_Transgender_Lives/%20http:/www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2011/01/20/New_HUD_Rules_Require_Equal_Housing/
http://www.torontosun.com/sports/hockey/2011/02/03/17146546.html
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2011/01/27/Sean_Avery_Gets_Naked_for_Marc_Jacobs/
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2011/01/27/Sean_Avery_Gets_Naked_for_Marc_Jacobs/
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/21/sports/21louganis.html?pagewanted=1&_r=2
http://news.sky.com/skynews/Home/UK-News/England-Cricketer-Steven-Davies-Becomes-First-Active-Player-To-Announce-He-Is-Gay/Article/201102415942142?lpos=UK_News_First_Home_Article_Teaser_Region_4&lid=ARTICLE_15942142_England_Cricketer_Steven_Davies_Becomes_Fir
http://news.sky.com/skynews/Home/UK-News/England-Cricketer-Steven-Davies-Becomes-First-Active-Player-To-Announce-He-Is-Gay/Article/201102415942142?lpos=UK_News_First_Home_Article_Teaser_Region_4&lid=ARTICLE_15942142_England_Cricketer_Steven_Davies_Becomes_Fir
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The power of Lady Gaga to improve 

Target’s treatment of lgbt community 

Lady Gaga says her deal with Target requires 

the chain of stores to start working with LGBT 

charity groups and make amends for past mis-

takes, reports Billboard magazine. Many of the 

singer's fans were alarmed when it was an-

nounced that Target will release an exclusive 

edition of Gaga's forthcoming album, Born This 

Way, with remixes and three additional studio 

cuts, in May. In an exclusive interview with the 

music publication, Gaga reveals she wasn't 

comfortable with the Target partnership when 

it first came up as a possibility and that she 

met with "the entire executive staff" at the 

company. "That discussion was one of the 
most intense conversations I've ever had in a 

business meeting," Gaga says. "Part of my deal 

with Target is that they have to start affiliating 

themselves with LGBT charity groups and 

begin to reform and make amends for the 

mistakes they've made in the past ... our rela-

tionship is hinged upon their reform in the 

company to support the gay community and to 

redeem the mistakes they've made supporting 

those [antigay] groups." Gaga's latest single, 

"Born This Way,"became Billboard's 1,000th 

number 1 single and the first chart topper to 

use the word "transgendered" in its 50-year 

history. Target came under fire by LGBT activ-

ists last year for donating corporate funds to 

support MN Forward, a political action com-

mittee that supported antigay candidate Tom 

Emmer in his failed 2010 run for governor of 

Minnesota.  As expected, Lady Gaga's "Born 

This Way" became the fastest-selling single in 

the history of iTunes, hitting the top spot in 21 

of 23 countries where the music service is 

available.  It took a mere five hours for the 

first single from Gaga's forthcoming album of 

the same title to jump to the number 1 posi-

tion. With lyrics that address race and sexual-

ity, Gaga, as well as close friends Elton John 

and Perez Hilton, have called the song the next 

great "gay anthem." The song also debuted 

high in the other two countries: number 2 in 

Denmark and number 3 in Japan. 

 

ABC cut Oscar show kiss between Josh 

Brolin and Javier Bardem 

There's an explanation for that long, awkward 

shot of Penelope Cruz during the Academy 

Award broadcast on Sunday evening. 

When actors Josh Brolin and Javier Bardem 

came out on the stage to present awards for 

Best Adapted Screenplay and Best Original 
Screenplay, they did a short dance and then a 

kiss. Instead of showing the actors embrace, 

however, the camera held on an extended 

shot of Cruz sitting in the audience. When 

asked about the flub byAfter Elton, ABC de-

clined to comment.  

 

Barbra to play Mama Rose 

Barbra Streisand confirms that she will play 

Mama Rose, the ultimate stage mother, in a 

new film adaptation of the beloved Broadway 

musical Gypsy, according to the Los Angeles 

Times.  The news leaked "a little early, because 

the deal wasn't finished," Streisand says. "I am 

not sure about directing it. It may just be too 

much. I know I will be playing the part. It's like 

a bookend starting with Funny Girl." With diffi-

cult songs such as "Rose's Turn" and 

"Everything's Coming Up Roses," the role of 

Mama Rose is one of the most challenging in 

musical theater. It has previously been played 

on Broadway by Ethel Merman, Angela Lans-

bury, Tyne Daly, Linda Lavin, Bernadette Pe-

ters, and Patti LuPone. In previous film ver-
sions Rose has been portrayed by Rosalind 

Russell and Bette Midler. 

 

Gay porn company gets serious about 

illegal downloads 

Gay porn studio and distributor Corbin Fisher 

has taken an unusual approach to going after 

people for piracy. The company recently of-

fered people who have illegally downloaded 

their videos a 14-day grace period to pay a 

onetime fee of $1,000 and avoid being sued. 

That grace period ended on February 8, with 

the company focusing on people who have 

downloaded videos through the BitTorrent file

-sharing program. Corbin Fisher's general 

counsel, Marc Randazza, tells The Advocate just 

20 people took the company up on its offer, 

which included a one-year membership to the 

websites AmateurCollegeMen.com and Ama-

teurCollegeSex.com.  Now the company is 

planning to go after some 35,000 people for 

illegally downloading content through BitTor-

rent. Those people ―will be liable for up to 

$150,000 in damages for each infringement,‖ 

XBiz reports. Randazza says the company plans 

to file suit in the next couple of weeks. 

The $1,000 offer "got around pretty good," 

Randazza says. "Most of the Torrent sites and 

some mainstream media covered it, so I think" 

people were aware. Last year Corbin Fisher 

"won millions of dollars in court judgments ... 

including a recent $250,000 judgment against a 

single Torrent user," the company said in a 

statement last week. The San Diego–based 

company is doing some good with the money 

it rakes in — the company just made a $60,000 

donation to Equality Florida. It donated the 

same amount in 2010. 

 

The King’s Speech was filmed on gay 
porn movie set 

The winner of seven BAFTAs and twelve 

Academy Award nominations, The King’s 

Speech is now racking up publicity for some-

thing completely unrelated to the picture‘s 

quality. According to a post at QueerClick.com, 

portions of the film were shot on a gay porn 

set. The scenes in which King George VI 

(Colin Firth) visits speech therapist Lionel 

Logue (Geoffrey Rush) in his office were shot 

on a set that was also used by the website UK 

Naked Men. For photos from each filming visit: 

www.queerclick.com/archive/2011/02/

was_the_kings_speech_filmed_on_a_uk_nake.

php 

 

Kelly Ripa to produce season 2 of Johnny 

Weirs reality show 

Husband and wife team Mark Consuelos and 

Kelly Ripa will coproduce the second season of 

the docuseries Be Good Johnny Weir. According 

to Deadline Hollywood, Ripa and Consuelos‘ 

Milojo Productions, named for the couple‘s 

three children, will join Charlie Corwin‘s 
Original Media to coproduce the second sea-

son of the figure skater‘s show. The 10-

episode series, which will run on Logo this 

summer, follows Weir as he prepares for Spec-

tacular, his ice-skating stage extravaganza. Also, 

Milojo and Original Media will team with 

Weir‘s Fireworks Management to lead the 

development and production of Spectacular. 

―I am so honored and excited to have Kelly 

and Mark on board with Be Good Johnny Weir!," 

said Weir, according to Deadline Hollywood. "I 

have looked up to them for a long time and 

they have been two of my biggest cheerleaders 

so it only seems natural that our creativity 

comes together.‖ 

 

“Family Ties” mom details domestic 

violence and her coming out process in 

new memoir 

Meredith Baxter claims her ex-husband actor 

David Birney hit her, according to revelations 

in her just-published memoir, Untied. The two 

actors costarred in the 1972 sitcom Bridget 

Loves Birney and were married from 1974 to 

1989, during which time she used his surname. 

During an interview with Today's Matt Lauer, 

Baxter says, ―I didn‘t know I had a choice. I 

didn‘t know I could go.‖ Baxter, who came out 

in 2009 in an interview with The Advocate, 

writes in Untied that Birney struck her on 

more than one occasion: "It was so sudden and 

unexpected, I couldn't tell you which hand hit 

me, or even how hard. I do recall thinking, 'I'd 

better not get up because he's going to hit me 

again.'" 
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Italian official says Mona Lisa was da 

Vinci’s male lover 

The head of Italy's National Historic Commis-

sion says the Mona Lisa is not only a man, but 

Leonardo da Vinci's assistant and lover. 

Silvano Vicenti made the announcement at a 

press conference in Rome Wednesday, Feb 2. 

He said the Mona Lisa's real name was Gian 

Giacomo Caprotti.  Researchers have long 

questioned the actual identity of the Mona 

Lisa, long thought to be a portrait of a local 

merchant's wife. But Vicenti says Caprotti is 

featured in several of da Vinci's works, includ-
ing paintings of John the Baptist and Angel 

Incarnate. He said Caprotti became da Vinci's 

apprentice when he was 10 and worked for 

him for 20 years. 

 

U.K. zoo acknowledges it has a pair of 

gay monkeys 

A pair of male spider monkeys at Drayton Park 

Zoo have been named Elton and David by 

their keepers. The monkeys are ―inseparable‖ 

and spend their time cuddling and kissing, the 

Staffordshire zoo said. Colin Bryan, the manag-

ing director of Drayton Manor Theme Park, 

said: ―They have been inseparable since they 

got together last year, and they love to spend 

their time cuddling and kissing one another. 

―They make a wonderful couple and to cele-

brate their first Valentine‘s Day we plan to give 

them a special romantic meal.‖ 

 

40% of retired Methodist bishops urge 

church to allow gay ministers 

Thirty-three retired United Methodist bishops 

this week called on the church to end its ban 

on gay clergy, the United Methodist News 

Service reports. In a document titled ―A State-

ment of Counsel to the Church — 2011,‖ the 

bishops urge the church to remove language 

from its Book of Discipline stating that ―the 

practice of homosexuality is incompatible with 

Christian teaching‖ and that ―self-avowed prac-

ticing homosexuals‖ cannot be ordained as 

ministers. The signatories, led by Donald A. 

Ott and Sharon Z. Rader, point out  that the 

church has ended discrimination on the basis 

of race or gender, and say it should do the 

same regarding sexual orientation. ―The his-

toric tests of ‗gifts and evidence of God‘s 

grace‘ for ordained ministry override ... race, 

gender, ethnicity, or sexual orientation,‖ they 
write. Rader said she was moved by her dis-

cussions with the many gay and lesbian stu-

dents she met when she worked at a Method-

ist seminary in Evanston, Ill. ―Those conversa-

tions were very convincing for me,‖ she said. 

Neither the church‘s Council of Bishops nor 

the council‘s executive committee has dis-

cussed the statement, said the council‘s execu-

tive secretary, Neil L. Irons. He noted that 

while there have been other calls to end the 

gay ban, this is the largest number of retired 

bishops to make a public statement on the 

matter; they represent about 40% of all retired 

bishops. Only the church‘s General Confer-

ence, which meets every four years, can 

change the Book of Discipline. Delegates have 

voted consistently to keep the ban. The next 

gathering will be in 2012. 

 

GOProud members says he does not like 

gay people 

A 22-year-old college student attending the 

CPAC (Conservative Political Action Commit-

tee) conference with the gay conservative 
group GOProud took time out from the event 

to tell Metro Weeklyhe doesn't much care for 

gay people and that only "straight acting" gay 

people are normal. Matt Hinsey told Metro 

Weekly's Ebone Bell: "I don't really like gay 

people that much. Gay people frustrate me, 

the stereotypical gay people, it frustrates 

me...someone who puts on a total act. I under-

stand that some guys are feminine, which is 

fine. But some guys, at some point, are normal, 

straight-acting, whatever and the next minute 

they're jumping up and down. It just frustrates 

me. The whole conservative thing is just be 

yourself, be an individual and just don't be 

someone you're not. If someone does or does 

not accept you, that's fine but don't change 

who you are to look different to others." 

 

Facebook adds “civil unions” & 

“domestic partner”  

Setting aside "it‘s complicated," the choices of 

"married," "engaged," "divorced," "separated," 

"widowed," and "single" don‘t cover all the 

bases, especially for LGBTs. In response to the 

hodgepodge of relationship legal statuses that 

exists in America and around the world, Face-

book has added two options to describe users‘ 

relationships. Now users can also choose ―in a 

civil union" and "in a domestic partnership‖ to 

add to their profiles in the U.S., Canada, 

France, the U.K., and Australia, starting today. 

Facebook made the changes with input from 

LGBT organizations including the Gay and 

Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation, the Gay, 

Lesbian, and Straight Education Network, and 

the Human Rights Campaign. "As LGBT people 

face a pathwork of relationship recognition 

laws, this gives people more tools to ade-

quately describe their relationship," said Mi-

chael Cole, spokesman for the Human Rights 
Campaign. "Facebook has been a company that 

has tried to be inclusive of the LGBT commu-

nity, and this is just one sign of it." 

 

Chicago group promotes trans-friendly/

gender neutral restrooms 

 Young activists in Chicago are asking business 

owners to commit to making public restrooms 

trans-friendly. Under the T-Friendly Bathroom 

Initiative, this year 500 businesses and organi-

zations will be asked to sign a pledge that they 

will allow gender-variant customers to use the 

restroom of their choice. Those signing the 

pledge will receive a window decal so that 

potential customers can easily identify them. 

Kate Sosin, a project organizer and cofounder 

of Genderqueer Chicago, noted that while 

Illinois law prohibits discrimination against 

transgender people, they are still sometimes 

harassed and even subjected to violence when 

using the restroom that fits their identity. ―We 

expect this will dramatically improve the way 

transgender people experience our city and 

state,‖ she said in a press release posted by 
Windy City Times. The initiative, led by youth 

organizers from Genderqueer Chicago, is en-

dorsed by Join the Impact-Chicago, Equality 

Illinois, Video Action League, and others. 

 

Pastor who opposed Southern  

Decadence’s sexual overtone arrested 

for masturbating in public park 

One of the loudest voices against the annual 

Southern Decadence festival in New Orleans's 

French Quarter was arrested Friday, Feb 25, 

afternoon for masturbating in a public park. 

Rev. Grant Storms, 53, was arrested at La-

freniere Park in Metairie, La., a suburb outside 

of New Orleans, according to the Times-

Picayune.  He told police he was having lunch in 

a van with his friend, but needed to urinate, so 

he used a bottle instead of a bathroom.  Two 

women in the park saw Storms reportedly 

masturbating in his van, while watching chil-

dren, and notified a parks employee who pro-

ceeded to call police.  Storms was released 

from the Jefferson Parish Correctional Center 

due to jail overcrowding. Storms has orches-

trated counter-events for Southern Decadence 

in the past, and in 2004, filed a lawsuit against 

gay rights group Action Wisconsin for defama-

tion, but the suit was thrown out of court. He 

has also been an advocate for cleaning up the 

French Quarter, and has gone as far as filming 

sexual acts that took place during Southern 

Decadence, and screening his videos to law-

makers as a way to coerce them to stop allow-

ing the annual festival from taking place. 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hGLB1BygJbyUGzXtUxPBifhkgKYw?docId=CNG.f968fdb92bea70bffa0a5d1a3fc0559e.5b1
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=5723451&ct=9103189&notoc=1
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=5723451&ct=9103189&notoc=1
http://www.metroweekly.com
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2011/02/man_booked_with_masturbating_a.html
http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2011/02/man_booked_with_masturbating_a.html
http://www.citmedialaw.org/threats/storms-v-action-wisconsin#description
http://www.kxnet.com/getArticle.asp?s=rss&ArticleId=31531
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SAT APRIL 2, LGBT TEENS, 10AM-8PM 
Equality House will be reserved for teens ages 13 to 18 years today, (adult supervision will be provided) in 
order to provide a day of activities for this affinity group.  (this event is regularly held the 1st Saturday of 

each month)  

MON APRIL 4, RAINBOW READERS BOOK CLUB, 5:30PM 
Come discuss this month’s lgbt book and enjoy a potluck dinner. (this event is regularly held the 1st Mon-

day of each month)  

WED APRIL 6, 50+ COFFEE CHAT, 6PM-8PM 
Equality House will be reserved for persons 50 and above in order to provide a relaxing atmosphere for 
this affinity group, all ages welcome 10am til 6pm. (this event is regularly held the 1st Wednesday of each 

month)  

THUR APRIL 7, 1ST THURSDAY FAMIILY DINNER, 6:30PM 
Come catch up with old friends or make new friends at this affordable buffet dinner @ Panda China on E 

Gregory St. (this event is regularly held the 1st Thursday of each month)  

FRI APRIL 8, MOVIE NIGHT, 7PM 

Come watch our movie on the big screen tv, free popcorn and soda. 

SAT APRIL 9, CHILD & PARENT ICE CREAM DAY, 11AM-3PM 
Equality House will be reserved for parents and their young children in order to provide an afternoon of 

activities for this affinity group, all ages welcome 3pm til 8pm. 
THUR APRIL 14, PFLAG OPEN SUPPORT GROUP, 6PM (this support groups regularly 

meets the 2nd Thursday of each month)  

FRI APRIL 15, GAME NIGHT, 6PM 
come play one of our many games, or bring your  favorite, bring finger foods to share. 

WED APRIL 20, FREE PINEAPPLE UPSIDE DOWN CAKE, 10AM-8PM 
Drop in the center and enjoy a free slice of pineapple upside down cake as we celebrate National Pineap-

ple Upside Down Cake Day. 

SAT APRIL 16, ADOPTION TRAINING & DOCUMENTARY SCREENING, TBA 
As the politicians in Tallahassee continue to publicly object to the court’s ruling and we need 

the voices of citizens across the state of Florida to get educated and get active. Gay Grassroots 

has teamed with the Panhandle Chapter of the ACLU to bring in GLAAD (The Gay and Lesbian 

Alliance Against Defamation) to provide education and speaker training.  This workshop will 

also include a documentary screening of In Anita’s Wake (http://

www.vickinantzfilms.com)  about Anita Bryant’s anti-gay tirade. (time and location to be an-

nounced soon) 

THUR APRIL 21, PensacolaPRIDE ROUNDTABLE PLANNING, 6PM 
We need your participation to insure that our festival continues to get bigger and better, refreshments 

provided. (this event is regularly held the 3rd Thursday of each month)  

FRI APRIL 22, VOLUNTEER TRAINING, 2PM 
Come learn how GayGrassroots, PensacolaPRIDE, & the Equality House began, our current goals, and how 

you can become a Volunteer Ambassador within our community. 

SAT APRIL 23, CHILDRENS EGG HUNT, 2PM 

We will have 6 dozen prize filled eggs for the children to hunt, free cookies and punch provided. 
SUN APRIL 24, NOW OPEN MEETING, 4PM (this open meeting is regularly held the last 

Sunday of each month)  

WED APRIL 27, POT LUCK DINNER, 7PM 

Come enjoy a laid back meal with old and new friends, baked chicken will be provided. 

THUR APRIL 28, FRI APRIL 29, GAY GRASSROOTS OPEN MEETING, 6PM  
We will discuss our plans for gsa clubs and lgbt youth who are homelessness. (this event is regularly held 

the 4th Thursday of each month)  

FRI APRIL 29, NATIONAL ARBOR DAY, 10AM-8PM 

Come by and donate plants, soil, or containers to make our home more inviting. 

SAT APRIL 30, MOBILE PRIDE, EQUALITY HOUSE WILL BE CLOSED 

Come join us as we set up a booth at the Mobile Pride Festival. 

SUN MAY 1, MOBILE PRIDE PARADE 

Come walk with us in the Mobile Pride Parade. 

 

EVERY SUNDAY, AA OPEN MEETING, 6PM 

 

To receive a full color version of this newsletter 

e-mailed to you each month please sent us an  

e-mail asking to be placed  

on our confidential e-mail list to GayGrassrootsNWFL@ 

SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY: 

 

 

 

 
Opening an lgbt community center in Pensacola was 

historic, and provide new resources and opportunities 

never available before.  You can ensure that the doors 

stay open and more and more programs, activities, and 

events are offered by making a monthly pledge of sup-

port.   

 
I will support my lgbt community center each month in 

the amount of:  

[   ] $10     [   ] $15     [   ] $25 

[   ] $50     [   ] $75     [   ] $100 

[   ] $_____ 
(please include 1st installment, each month you will be 

sent a invoice) 

 

JOIN YOUR ORGANIZATION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To fulfill our mission and attain our 2011 goals Gay 

Grassroots uses paid memberships to fund our efforts. 

 
I will support the advocacy mission of Gay Grassroots 

by my paid membership.  I desire a membership for: 

[   ] $15 individual        [   ] $25 couple  

[   ] $40 family (same household) 
(please include full payment, and names for member-

ship cards) 

 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Name(s) 

__________________________________ 

 

__________________________________ 

 

__________________________________ 

 

 

Street _____________________________ 

 

City ______________________________ 

 

State ______________ Zip ____________ 

 

E-mail _____________________________ 

 

Phone (______) ________ - ___________ 

Mail to: 

The Equality House 

317 N. Spring Street 

Pensacola, FL 32501 

http://www.vickinantzfilms.com/
http://www.vickinantzfilms.com/

