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Gay Grassroots 1st runner up in I ndependen
Gay Grassroots launching you tube page as 1st step to address bullying locally
Designers sought to donate items to Holiday Décor Auction
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http://www.youtube.com/user/GayGrassrootsNWFL

Gay Grassroots was thrilled to learn that we were eveBay Grassroots is launching our own you tube page. Gay Grassroots is seeking local designers and artist to
being considered as a candidate for the Independent The initial priority is to use this page to post videos of donate a piece of Holiday Décor for an auction that will
News o0Best of the Coast 6l amalt hee @fd loe@d d@lrta sGea tow tt&ke plameon Saturday decentber 8, R T at Zpi ate r
munity movement d cat eg orandaffiimation te LGBTyouthavho are baing sulsigcteloqaura-l i ty House. This is b
sists of reader nominations and reader voting in manyto the horrors of bullying based on their sexual orientaraiser for December. Fund raisers such as this are
different areas. According to the paper voting was vemtjon or gender identity/expression whether true or increasingly important as Equality House is now fully
high this year and the contests were tight. Gay Grassperceived. Additionally we will be linking up to nationindependent of any outside agencies and must rely fully
roots was 1st runner up behind the Emerald Coast- ally know personalities, entertainers, athletes, and poliia the local LGBT Community for funding. So we are
keeper, ahead of Ron Paul for President and the Tea cians who have made their own videos. Other channedalling on all persons who have that certain flair to help
Party. So it appears that while there are still many in will soon be added within our you tube page where wanake our collection of auction items festive and fabu-
our own LGBT Community that are not aware of Gay can post coming out stories, and other personal ac- lous. If you are an artist or designer please consider
Grassroots, our efforts have at least seem to be havingounts that will ultimately be included in our LGBT  participating in what we hope will become an annual
some success in creating awareness about our LGBTHistory Project of Northwest Florida. Please considerevent, if you are not an artist or designer please contact

Community along the emerald coast. making your o0lt Gets Betyowfriendswhodre,askthendtadonate, ahndffinally o u
technical support we will be scheduling a workshop inmake plans now to attend with your friends and family.
the near future. Champaign will be served.

SUPPORT YOUR EQUALITY HOUSE LGBT COMMUNITY CENTER :
Opening Equality House in Pensacola was historic, providing new resources and opportunities never before availablelityhe Eqda

House Mission is: To provide a safe, comfortable, and welcoming space to serve as the social, educational, resourceykimg
for the Pensacola area LGBT Community. Operation of the Equality House is guided, operated, and funded solely by mé&meberg of
local LGBT community who share our common goals. You can ensure that the doors stay open and more and more prograres, @ctivi

and events are offered by making a monthly pledge of support.

I will contribute to the monthly operational expenses of the Equality House with a monthly pledge each in the amount of:
[ 1910 [ ]1%$15 [ ]%$25 [ ]$50 [ ]1$75 [ ]%$100 [ 1%

(please includelst check payable to OEquality House, 6, edch
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Name

Street mail to...

City Equality House

State Zip 18 S. DeVilliers St

E-mail Pensacola, FL 32502

Phone ( ) -

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Frustration with non -supporters of local LGBT efforts
T Without the facts itds all |

Vft’ opportunity a disappointment and an embarrassment STANDING , RESPECT, EQUALITY , andIN-

a gross understatement. Only 43 LGBT persons at- CLUSION of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender
When will the local LGBT Community become tended this show, a show where 375 tickets were avajersons living in Northwest Florida) or Equality House
supportive? able. With a response like this | do not know how  (To provide a safe, comfortable, and welcoming space

Over all the last few months have seemed to spark a anyone can ever dream of, much less expect, things ttw serve as the social, educational, resource, and net-
renewed interest in Gay Grassroots and Equality change. If those who dare to take the risk of doing working hub for the Pensacola area LGBT Community.
House, however there remains a large part of our ~ something that caters to the LGBT Community ina Operation of the Equality House is guided, operated,
community that despite having spent the majority of meaningful and positive way are not support, why theand funded solely by members of the local LGBT com-
their | ife saying 0Pens aheloMoud theyeesen thiok ofgrging it againm mheatre mynéy wba share our common goals.) Use of Equality
othere is never anyt hi ngWebtgathate mailtand threbaiséof pattorabbycatt bee iHouseds not dependant on our agreement with the
refuse to make the slightest effort to find out that this cause they were doing something considered daring. topics, issues, or actions affecting their own group,

is not the case. Just last month, Theatre West offeredVithout a doubt it was risky and it seems everyone organization or persons that may come about during a

5 performances of of f Brlasthdswraey Itis unlikely thatoriehtre Weshbroke duisidersgarranged meeting. Use of Equality House for
Wor se You Coul d Have Toleden bhehisGhow. leavingthes With little neasen to  a paid meeting does not imply an endorsement of Gay
heavily promoted by Gay Grassroots and general me-consider doing something similar again. It is unlikely Grassroots or Equality House. While a member of Gay
dia. Not only was a very meaningful and topical pro- that our community will have an opportunity to experi-Grassroots may also be a party to an arrangement
duction being down, (it addressed self realization, ac-ence such a powerful, honest, and real production forrmeeting by an outside group, organization or person,
ceptance, and coming out, as told by a dozen gay melong time, leaving us once again only being a punch litheir personal attendance or actions do not represent

of various ages and places in their life journey), Theatoa the stage. It is unlikely that Equality House will hagay Grassroots or Equality House. There has been a
West was donating $5 of each ticket sold to Equality met our fundraising goal for October, leaving our comlot of cross talk about this meeting that took last week-
House. The Pensacola LGBT Communitywaspre- muni ty of having itoés c¢ oemdnhowever the factaf iGayerasswotsoner Equality 6 s
sented 5 opportunities to see a gay themed stage shafeven the easiest methods of supporting it are ignoredouse called for this meeting, and nothing that oc-
where we were not the butt the joke or presentedasd i ke | first sai d, t her ecurtedduringthienmeetingevaseendersed ly iGaytGeasse s
overly stereotyped character. The Pensacola LGBT Gay Grassroots and Equality House, well interest alomeots or Equality House. Some members of Gay Grass-
Community was presented 5 opportunities to support does Gay Grassroots, Equality House, or our local  roots did in fact attend this meeting, however to take
local theater that was taking the risk of including in  LGBT Community much good. precautions a sign was posted on the front of the build-
their season a show that avoided the all too common ing alerting all who enter
owink and noddé or of ar c eQetthefaets befsrmyountakeaystaidh e at r i c adked Equality House to have a meeting here. We have
shows tend to use as a crutch in order to be more  Last weekend an outside group asked to make arrangeade this space available, but this meeting is not associ-
palatable to a straight audience. The Pensacola LGBTnents to hold a meeting at Equality House, this meetiated with either Equality House or Gay Grassroots, nor
Community was presented 5 opportunities to help raideas caused a backlash based on misunderstanding amgithe meeting sponsored in any way by Equality House
money for itdés | ocal Eq uranors abput Ghy @rassrools &nB Equalitp Hoose thav t y Gay Gr assr oot s. 0O Let i
Center, without an additional cent coming out of their need to be set straight. It has always been the positigathering in not in conflict with our missions, we will
pockets as all you had to do was ask Theatre West tothat arrangements for use of Equality House could benot be in the position of censuring members of our
earmark $5 of the ticket price to be donated to Equal-made by a group, organization or person, as long as th&BT community who desire to use their community

ity House. Despite all the reasons that should have meeting or activity did not conflict with either the center.
motivated our local LGBT Community to support this mission of Gay Grassroots (To bring togetherron That 6s t he way | see it,
production it did not. To call our response to this rarepartisan activists to advocate for the fUNDER Doug Landreth, Gay Grassroots President

Please join us for a
wine & cheese reception
as we celebrate
our 1st Anniversary
& move into our new home.
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www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacoIaPRIDE
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your LGBT organization

GRASSROOTS
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Gay Grassroots Mission Statement:

To bring together norpartisan activists to advocate for the full
UNDERSTANDING , RESPECT, EQUALITY , andINCLUSION
of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender persons living in Northwest Florida.

FUNDED BY: Membership Dues, Donations, & Fundraiserjs. | STANDING COMMITTEES: Membership, Nominating,
Fundraising, Advocacy, Response, Social, & Publicity.

RULED BY: An Elected Governance Board

20rogram of EAY GRASSROOTS

Equality House Mission Statement:

To provide a safe, comfortable, and welcoming space

to serve as the social, educational, resource, and an event ﬂfﬂﬂllﬂﬂﬂ ”y CAV GRASSROOTS

networking hub for the Pensacola area LGBT
~Community. Operation of the Equality House is PensacolaPRIDE Mission Statement:
guided, operated, and funded solely by members of the Tq celebrate and Promote the history, courage,
local LGBT community who share our common goals. diversity and worth of the Pensacola area Gay, Lesbian
Bisexual, and Transgender Persons individually
FUNDED BY: Monthly Pledges, One Time Gifts, & Fundraigers. and collectively as the LGBT Community.

GUIDED BY: An Elected Advisory Team. FUNDED BY: Program Advertisements, Vendor Fees,
Merchandise Sales, Sponsors, Donors & Fundraisers.

STANDING CREWS: Maintenance, Hospitality, Activity, &

Fundraising. GUIDED BY: An Elected Steering Committee.
Equality House is made available for use by outside STANDING COMMITTEES: Events, Program, Publicity, Festival
groups, organizations, or persons as long as the purpose Entertainment, Festival Vendor, Festival Logistics, & Fundraising.

of their assembly is not in conflict of the Gay Grassroots
or Equality House mission statements. Arrangements to
conduct a meeting or event at Equality House does not
imply an endorsement of the issue, topics, or actions
taken on by an outside group, organization or person.
Participation in such meetings or events by a member of
Gay Grassroots is done so with the knowledge that they
are representing themselves and not Gay Grassroots or

Equality House.

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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planters and flowers for the Equality House.

Theatre West fordonating$5 page,
off each ticket sold by Gay Grass-ma s . ¢
roots to the recent performances

of 0The Onl y Th iThagks ado gosoehoseé bakers who donated items toWe also got a donation from a new friend in New

Could Have Told Me. This be sold during each performance, they arelen Orleans,Bobby, who donated $200 to help us pur-
brought in a total of $235 dollars. (butter pecan delightsjlamie (mint surprise) Katy chase LGBT documentaries for our resource center.
We hope that new patrons of (chocolate chip)Melody (mini spice loafs and oatmeal

Theatre West will come to know raisin), andoug (raspberry almond bars, butterscotch
as we do that this young theater coconut, and peanut butter dark chocolate), and
excels in the area of talent as well Rodney with pretzels. The bake sale raised $122.

as having a progressive social con-

science. Details on upcoming Jhmes for donating an electric stovéVilli for donat-
shows are on the bottom of this  ing the refrigeratorMelody for donating a bookshelf,

= ‘Night, Mother is a 1983 play biarsha Normarabout a daughter, Jessie, and her
, intense and P i mother, Thelma (referred to as "Mama" in the play). The play opens with Jessie calmly
' telling Mama that by morning she will be dead, as she plans to cauititiethat very
evening (she makes this revelation all while nonchalantly organizing household items and
preparing to do her mother's nails). The subsequent dialogue between Jessie and Mama
slowly reveals her reasons for her decision, her life with Mama, and how thoroughly she
has planned her own death, culminating in a disturBipgt unavoidablé climax. Winner
of the 1983Pulitzer Prize for Dramgthe original production at thémerican Repertory
Theaterin Cambridge, MassachusetstarredKathy Batess Jessie ardhne Pitoniakas
Mama. This production eventually made its way to Broadway, where it played aolime
HEATS ESENTS Golden Theatrewith the same cast. It receivedPony Awardnominations: Best Play, Best
) & WINNING PLay Actress in a Play (both Bates and Pitoniak) and Best Diredtom(Moore). The 1986ilm
versionof the same name starreBlissy SpacelndAnne Bancroftas daughter and mother,
n 1ght M O th e I" respectivelyMarsha Normaradapted her own play and wrote the screenplay. Tom
Moore, who directed the play on Broadway, also directed the film.

A Tuna Christmasinvites you to spend the holidays with your favorite citizens of Tuna,
Texas and make some new friends while you're there. Two fabulous performers, along
with some splitsecond costume changes, portray all 22 citizens of Texas' third smallest
town, where the Lion's Club is too liberal and Patsy Cline never dies. It's the day before
Christmas and all comic hell is breaking loose as the delightfully eccentric characters at-
tempt to cope with seasonal traumas such as a disaster prone little theater productidn of
Christmas Carahd a yard decorating contest that is being sabotaged by a mysterious
Christmas phantom! Bring the family and join in the holiday fun! Tickets make the perfect
holiday giftt DECEMBER DATES TO BE ANNOUNCED.

& \?\“_}AI s

THE LOMNE SIAF SYATE

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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LGBT documentary & discussion, FREE Potluck dinner,

Fri Nov 4, 7pm Fri Nov 18, 7pm

romp through the hidden and not so hidden gay under
currents of Holl ywoodds
(Frasier) acts as tour guide as he uncovers, despite
efforts to launder American cinema of even the faintes
traces of gay influences, Hollywood's squeamish fasc"
tion with gay eroticism and camp. Through the use of

ingenious film clips, along with Rappaport's signature\

witty insights, this film brilliantly uncovers the unmista
able homoerotic flirtations, and the ambiguous behavi
that richly imbued the performances of Danny Kaye,

Jerry Lewis, Cary Grant, and other film legends. This E
I TN AT SO 1T

a rich and funny meditation on American sexual iden-
tity, film history and culture that will change the way
you look at butch westerns or the campy charades of
Bob Hope and Bing Crosby in their "buddy" movies

forever. Deck the halls & ice cream social,
Wed Nov 30, 7pm

Movie night with pizza, $5 DONATION

Sat Nov 5, Fri Nov 11, & Fri Dec 2, 7pm
Featuring one of

our favorite

% LGBT themed
movies. Those in
attendance will
select movies for
the next month.
Pizza, popcorn,
and sodas will be

provided.

Game night, FREE
Sat Nov 12 & Thur Nov 17, 7pm

@l M-8

Bring your
favorite game, or

use one of our
many games, to
7| challenge old and
new friends.
Please bring

snacks to share.

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502

Benefit dinner, $5 DONATION

Mark Rappaport takes us on hilarious and provocativesat Nov 26, 7pm
w w w Comeenjoya
fahomessooked e |

® & &

fro

House New LGBT documentary & discussion nights begin!
i nerng More LGBT themed movie nights each month!
Events to get our homes festive for the holidays!

Baby boomer LGBT life planning, FREE

Sat Dec 3, 2pm

to the spaghetti,
salad, and garlic
bread that will
be provided.
Past potlucks
have shown we
have some great |

cooks among us! &

Holiday décor auction,
Sat Dec 3, 7pm

dinner, furkey

‘ free Mexican
Dinner,
WITH VEGIAN

Come bring a PN . ST N
side dish or r % Mathew Vaugh of
dessert to add Metl-lfe e e MetLife will pre-

sent research
findings on the
current trends in
LGBT retirement
y by baby boomers.
7 Refreshments will

be provided.

FREE

Come see and bid

on the latest

trends in home

holiday décor.

Some of the
areads best
ers have donated

‘ OPTIONS!) items for this
You know you auction. Refresh-
will be too tired ments will be
‘ to cook after provided.
shopping!
Holiday open house, FREE
Sun Dec 4, 2-4pm
FREE Come by and

Come add your
bows, balls,
candles, etc., as
well get our
home all festive
for the holidays.
Afterwards we
will provide an
ice cream social
for all our elves

and fairies!

W

we are
into our new home, reciated-
As We move n NS WOU‘d be app i
following; aé‘y :g“a"on (:o\orTP'fg:‘eeS‘r
isplay C& End T&
g‘ogk Shelves LGBT DVDs
LGBT Books
Games

relax before the
hustle and bustle
of the holidays get
you too frazzled.
Hot chocolate

and home made
holiday cookies

W will be provided.

IST...

in need of the

(8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Follow us on facebook, and now twitter, and you tube!
Training to begin for Equality House Volunteers
$200 donations kicks of LGBT resource safari

Working toward more streamlined and focused ally know personalities, entertainers, athletes, and polinsuring that Equality House is a safe, comfortable, and
communications with facebook ticians who have made their own videos. Other chanwelcoming place for first time and returning visitors. In
) nels will soon be added within our you tube page wheeoeder to make sure that our volunteer hosts are
GA:W we can post coming out stories, and other personal knowledgeable about our Gay Grassroots organiza-
annssnnn'l's accounts that will ultimately be in_cluded in our LGI_3T tions, our Equality House LGBT Comn_1unity Center,
NMUVIIVU IV History Project of Northwest Florida. Please considerand our annual PensacolaPRIDE Festival, along with
making your o0lt Gets Be tknosvingfacMrontfietion, and whatyur histoty,fcurrgnd u

Egua“%g House technical support we will be scheduling a workshop insituation, and future plans look like, we have put to-

the near future. gether a training program. Our next Equality House

. A GHSSIONTS Volunteer training will be Monday Novemember 14th
Equality House Advisory Team continues with at 7pm. If you are interested in attending please let us
momentum, adds open forum to meetings know.

$200 donation kicks off our acquisition of LGBT
resource materials

In an efort to Improve our communication via face-
book, from now on invitations and postings will be
more tailored to the facebook page we use. Informa-

tion about our Gay Grassroots organization and activi-
ties that fall under itds Ollge posted
www.facebook.com/GayGrassrootsNWFL page; infor-

mation about activities and events taking place at Equal-
ity House will be posted on the www.facebook.com/
EqualityHouseLGBT page; and information about our
PensacolaPRIDE festival will be posted on the In an effort to better insure that the operation of Equal-
www.facebook.com/PensacolaPRIDE page. Please tiakdHouse truly reflects the needs and desires of our

a moment and become a friend to each of the pages local LGBT Community, our Equality House Advisory

that you wish to stay up to date with. Team meetings will now begin with 30 minutes of time
for public comments, suggestions, and questions. The
We begin to tweet! Equality House Advisory Team has been hard at work,

four crews have been identified as being needed at thsay Grassroots is working to gather a meaningful col-
time, (others may be added as need arises in the fu- lection of LGBT books, videos, and DVDs that can be
ture), they areMaintenanceresponsible for general  housed at the Equality House. The items would be
upkeep of the interior and exterior of the Equality available for individual use or used for presentations.
House;Hospitality responsible for training and sched- Please consider donating your items so that others may
uling of volunteers staffing the Equality Housetivities benefit from their information. If you have any contacts
- responsible for selecting, prepping, scheduling, and for other individuals or organizations that might have
carrying out events taking place at the Equality Housdtems that we could add to the collection please let us

Gay Grassroots and Equality House each now have aandEundraising responsible for building the monthly know. While a recent donation of $200 to purchase

twitter account. We are working very hard to get all pledged base and soliciting other monies required to LGBT documentaries has given us a good start, we are

the kinks, meaning those in our own head, figured outcover all operation expenses of the Equality House. far from having what could be considered a collection

so that we can use this tool as effectively as possible, e next Equality House Advisory Team meeting is  hat has real depth.

soon as possible. Gay Grassroots followers will be  Monday November 21st at 7pm, it is the goal to make

kept abreast of late breaking LGBT news, while Equalifiese meetings fall on the 3rd Monday of each monthpensacolaPRIDE moves to spring, committee

House followers will be kept up to the minute on event members needed now

and activities going on at our LGBT community centerEquality House ready to train and schedule

Volunteer Hosts

You tube page opens up great possibilities for
our local LGBT Community

VAN
Vo l%l 1| E}IE i
As PensacolaPll!E moves to a!prin[] time event this

shifts most of the planning work done by committees to

2{(" = =R\ D
the fall and winter thus avoiding the summer distrac-
tions that have caused conflicts in the past. With this in
mind we are asking anyone who is interested in being a
TRAI N I N G part of the continued growth of PensacolaPRIDE as it

moves to spring to join one of our committees, they
. ) . . . are: Eventdall events during the week outside of the
Gay Grassroots is launching our own you tube page.Now that Equality House is fully independent we mustestival in the park)Entertainmeni(for the festival in
The initial priority is to use this page to post videos of staff our new home completely with volunteers. Cur-

BETTER

PROJECT

ITGETSBETTERPROJECT.COM

http://www.youtube.com/user/GayGrassrootsNWFL

|l ocal peopleds 0lt Get s rétytweara odly able td kavesEquality dHousempeh %&he park) Vendor (for the festival in the park),

and affirmation to LGBT youth who are being subjecteaturing planned events or activities, not allowing our %'cﬁ atngtizﬁg,ssgﬁc‘)lggI?Jlrlijzgs‘?rggcar.aurg?ibigy

to the horrors of bullying based on their sexual orientaiome to be open during days and times thatitcan  (creating awareness of all events), angjistics

tion or gender identity/expression whether true or  serve as a drop in center. We are in need of voluntegfyermits, insurance, etc.). The next PensacolaPRIDE
perceived. Additionally we will be linking up to nationhosts that can make sure the doors are open while

meeting is Wed. Nov 23 @ 7pm.

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE




Rainbow Blades,the Gay Grassroots newsletter

Stand Out event a success
With the move of PensacolaPRIDE to a spring

event it was feared that National Coming Out
Day would not be honored and celebrated on a
large scale as it had been when included in pas
fall PensacolaPRIDEs. Thanks to Holy Cross F
MCC this was not the case as they held their 1s
annual o0Stand Outd ev
11th, National Coming Out Day. A large crowd
of church members and non church LGBT sup-
porters lined the sidewalk outside the church o
W Fairfield Drive from 5pm unitl well past dark.
Holding signs and waving to heavy traffic the
crowd created a wonderful sight of rainbows and
pride. Music and a cookout contributed to the
festive atmosphere. The response from those
driving by was overwhelmingly positive. Gay
Grassroots was pleased to participate in this
event and encourages other groups to invite our

participation on similar events.

MAKE IT THE 1ST THING ON

YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING LIST!
The full color o6Men of

¥ make a great gift for all the guys on your holiday
¥ list this year. Not only do they get to enjoy
., h : i some of the areads hott
g e ARSI EERE ¢ will help the local LGBT Community. 15% of

. : B &% proceeds from the sale of this professional cal-
endar are being donated to Equality House.
Please come by and stock up today, just come
by Equality House, located at 18 S. DeVilliers St.,

Pensacola.

,ABSO'.UT mer(z/ / o
VODKA @ M‘M (

1§

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8528885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Florida lesbian at heart of medical tragic

wrong doing honored by President Obama

Janice Langbehn, a woman Who came to be known tahat no family has to go through what my familywentd e ci si on

the LGBT community and the nation because of a
tragic wrong she faced, was recognized Friday, Oct
21, by President Obama for "transforming her own
profound loss into a resounding call for compassion

and equality." One of 13 recipients of the Presiden-

tial Citizens Medal, Langbehn's story began for

Obama the same way it began for most of the coun-

try: when he read about her story ifihe New York
TimesBrought to his attention by thewhief of staff
Rahm Emanuel, the May 18, 2009, story by Tara
ParkerPope began, "When a loved one is in the

hospital, you naturally want to be at the bedside. But

what if the staff won't allow it?" That was the story
of Langbehn and her partner, Lisa Pond. Despite

having an advanced healthcare directive, Langbehn

and the couple's children were kept from visiting

Pond as she lay dying at Jackson Memorial Hospital.

As the Timegeported, "Pond ... collapsed with an

Page 8

grief that they must have felt in that momenttheir that he'd killed Mendez during an argument after

anger and their sense that the world was not fair. But Mendez told him he'd fallen in love with him and

they refused to let that anger define them," the presi- wanted him to leave his wife. Camacho led authorities
dent said. "They each became, in Janice's words, an to the scene of where he said he dumped the body
‘accidental activist.And thanks to their work, there after he confessed, but Mendez's body was never recov-
are parents and partners who will never have to go ered. Camacho accepted the plea speaking through an
through what they went through." Of all 13 recipientsinterpreter in court before Circuit Judge Joseph Marx

of the Presidential Citizens Medal, Obama said in the sentenced him. He could have faced up to 30 years in
East Room of the White House, "They could have  prison if convicted of secondegree murder, but re-

made excuses for doing nothing. Instead, they chose teived the 15y/ear sentence on the lesser charge of
help." The citation for Langbehn, read by a military manslaughter with a deadly weapon.

aide, stated, "Janice Langbehn transformed her own

profound loss into a resounding call for compassion aRéhellas county school system choice LGBT

equality. When the woman she loved, LisaPond,sudi ncl usi on over Boy Scoutds
denly suffered a brain aneurysm, Janice and her child-~-

were denied the right to stand beside her in her final

moments. Determined to spare others from similar

injustice, Janice spoke out and helped ensure that sai

sex couples can support and comfort each other

through some of | ifeds t it
honors Janice Langbehn f \ Cm—
ise of equality for all." In a release issued by HRC, :
Langbehn said, "It is a great honor to receive the Pres

dengal Citizens Medal. £I]t is my hope that my famﬂysp INELLAS COUNTY SCH 0 OLS
loss, this medal, and the attention it brings to the dis- The Pinellas County School Board decided Tuesday,
crimination our families have faced during the most Oct 11, to cut ties with an educational program affili-
difficult moments, will help ease suffering and ensure ated with the Boy Scouts. The school board made the
to reject fundi
discrimination against gay youth by the organization.
"This board has a chance to send a strong message to
the Boy Scouts," said Board Member Linda Lerner
during the meeting. Lerner has asked the board to split
from the program for the past 10 years. "l was pleas-
antly surprised, and | believe that it is so good for our
district for our educators, students, and citizens, gay
and straight," said Lerner. "Learning for Life" is a charac-
ter education program in schools. It teaches students
values like respect, responsibility, honesty and fairness.
A $54,000 grant would have supported the program at

a handful of Pinellas Schools, including Skyview Elemen-
tary, Mildred Helm Elementary, Palm Harbor, Safety
Harbor and Tyrone Middle Schools. The plan now is to
expand the district's "Commitment to Character" pro-
gram to replace "Learning
tionally have cut ties, too. Mildred Helm Principal Sandy
Cowley said character building early on is critical.

ng
through."

Florida man gets 15 years for killing transgender
lover

|

a Miami trauma center. She died there, at age 39, as A 25-yearold suburban Lake Worth janitor was sen-
Ms. Langbehn tried in vain to persuade hospital offi- tenced to 15 years in prison Wednesday, Oct 19, after ple," Cowley said. The Boy Scouts have said that homo-
cials to let her visit, along with the couple's adopted he pleaded guilty to manslaughter in the 2008 stabbingexuality is inconsistent with its values. The Supreme

"I think character is part of establishing who you are in
life, what your morals are, how you treat other peo-

aneurysm during a Florida vacation and was taken to

children." Lambda Legal brought a lawsuit against theleath of a crossiressing waiter who was one of his  Court ruled it is the private organization's right.
hospital on behalf of Langbehn, which was later dis- lovers. Deputies arrested Juan Carlos Atenco Camachinellas School Board Chairwoman Carol Cook voted

missed. But, on April 15, 2010, the president took
note, directing Secretary of Health and Human Ser-
vices Kathleen Sebelius to issue rules prohibiting
sexual orientation or gender identity discrimination

(lower) in July 2010 after they say he confessed to killto keep the program intact. "I think it's more valuable
ing 33yearold Naum Rafael Mendez (upper) before to have left the character education in the classroom
dumping the body west of Palm Beach Gardens. and attack the concerns with the national organization
Camacho was married but also was having an affair witra much different way," she said. Lerner's son is gay,

in hospital visitation at hospitals that receive Medicaida 16yearold girl with whom he'd been involved since but she said her opposition to the program is not per-
or Medicare funding. And, after issuing that directive, the girl was 14. Mendez's brother was the first to alertsonal. "It was the driving force of becoming educated

he called Langbehn to tell her the news. In June,
Langbehn met in person with the president, and
Obama told the audience gathered for the LGBT
Pride Month Reception on June 22, 2010, about
Langbehn's story concluding that the treatment she
and he children had faced "was wrong [and] cruel.”
He also noted that day that the rules would be put

police to his disappearance in February 2008.The  and being an advocate for human rights for all," she said.
brother described Mendez as a homosexual transvest@@eok said the "Learning for Life" program was a suc-
who was a waiter at Matteo's Restaurant in Boca Rat@ess during its 1§ear run in the district.

but also worked part time at a Greenacres club, where

he danced under the name "Gaviota." Camacho, who

was the last person seen with Mendez, in 2008 told

police he met Mendez at Mendez's Boca Raton apart-

into place and that Sebelius would be asking hospitalsnent, drank a beer with him and then left him in the

to adopt the changes even before the rule went into

parking lot. He also told police he had never had a

effect. Then, at the Human Rights Campaign annual sexual relationship with Mendez. Though Camacho's

dinner on Oct. 1, Obama raised Langbehn's story

story changed several times, according to his 2010

again, saying, "l told her that we were going to put a arrest report, detectives two years earlier released him
stop to this discrimination." Refencing the rule, which after he provided them with an alibi saying he spent

went into effect on Jan. 18, Obama said, "And you
know what? We got it done." Obama recognized
Langbehn for her role in that process and for, along
with other, moving on to help others after a loss.

the night with a 16yearold girl with whom he had
fathered a 2yearold son. Two years later, detectives
confronted Camacho with phone records and other
incriminating evidence in the case, and he eventually

"As a father and husband, | can't begin to imagine theadmitted he and Mendez had a sexual relationship and
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to have been among the unidentified victims of serial or highestr an ki ng el ected of fi ci
o U R A M E RI ‘ A killer John Wayne Gady has turned up alive and wellparty when making appointments to the lower courts.

Pt [ = am— wng in Florida. Nearly 35 years ago, Harold Wayne LovellSchumer is the state's senior senator and his choices
%‘M left his home for the suburb of Aurora, hoping to land aince taking office in 1998 show that he has leveraged
construction job. The tall, thin 29earold with long that courtesy to give underrepresented groups a major

LA man convicted of hate crime blond hair who went by the name Wayne, never re- boost, where 15 of his 21 recommended nominees
turned home. A yeaandahalf later, when local busi- bring diversity in one or more categories of ethnicity,
nessman John Wayne Gatywho ran a construction sex or sexual orientation. The Southern District of
companyfi was arrested in connection with the disapNew Yor k, the destinati on
pearance of a missing4@aro | d , Lovel | derse feeommdndatiofisestamde ainong the country's

the worst about their unreported relative. In 1980, busiest and most influential district courts, where

Gacy was convicted of murdering 33 young men. Eajudges preside over multillion dollar corporate law-
l'ier this year, when t hesuit€ioManhattadlindsoryw. UsitedeStatapivotals o f f
« announced their efforts to use DNA to put names to challenge to the Defense of Marriage Act, also was filed

i eight unidentified Gacy victims, the surviving members the district, which makes it a front in the ever
of Lovell 6s family r equ eesparaidg nafiage egyalgydatttegraundt Fhe third s
genetic profile for testing. They received a positive |.Dighest ranking Democrat in the U.S. Senate, Schumer
but not from the lab. Wayne Lovell, they learned, wassaid that he considers three criteria in selecting candi-
alive and living in Florida. Tkhicago Tribumportsa dat es to recommend: excell
happy ending to this st omoyde roaBteifoorr e( ddnaosmn tTouoe sfdaary ,r
A Shreveport, Louisiana, man has been sentenced tofagily was reunited, with Wayne Lovell getting off a diversity. A graduate of Harvard Law School, he praised
years in prison fosavagely beating a gay man with a Greyhound bus and stepping into the embrace ofhisdi ver sity as a source of 0
pool cue in JanuaryWilliam David Payne Il (left), who sister and brother, an unexpected yet happy ending t@roviding role models for gay and lesbian youths and
pleaded guilty to the unprovoked assault lastweekandh ei r | engt hy quest . 6 Lborveea kli ntgo | ddmetnhtea | p abpaerrr iheer sh.e

was sentenced Monday, Oct 24, morninginCaddo of f al | those years ago cbreictaesursiea hle hda vden,66 sgaeitd atl hoer
District Court, apologized for the attack on John Skaghis now deceased mother. "l never felt wanted athomgoul d not nomi nate anyone

(right), which took place in a Shreveport nightclub.  so | left," he said. He eventually made his way to Flort wo. When you get all thre
Payne said he was both drunk and high the night of thida, and has been living there ever since, makingalving f ar | 6ve been able to d
assault. The victim, who suffered more than a dozenin shipyards, doing lawn work, and working with horsés.n g . 6 In the case of an o

facial fractures from the beating and has endured sevAccording to Sheriff Tom Dart, there have been geneticok over a decade. And his first recommendation sunk
eral operations, is still recovering. Judge Ramona  submission requests from more than 120 families hopwhen Daniel Alter failed to receive a nomination to the

Emanuel sentenced Payne, who was originally chargeulg for news about missing relatives. Southern District. Schumer declined to discuss the

with attempted murder, to an 1§ear prison sentence matter, but it was widely reported that the White

for aggravated battery and five years for the hate Senator Schumer makes case for gay judges House faced concerns about
crime. When it comes to openly gay appointees to the federdl o t he wor ds ounder Godo6 i

bench, the glass ceiling might as well have beencoatadn d t he phr as e fiordhmanksthatth@h r i
Penn gay man set on f i r eindongcretéif until 8en.Clsades Schumer pushed for candidate denied making.
A man in Heidelberg, Pennsylvania, says he was set omo out nominees. So far this year, J. Paul Oetken and
fire by two former friends because he was gay. Alison Nathan have been confirmed, a small figure th&eceased LGBT activist honored with
WPXI.compublished a story Friday, Oct 21, about  made a huge impact by tripling the number of openly Washington viewing and Smlthsonlan exhibit
Steven lorio, 37, who says after a night of drinking in gay men and women with one of the nearly 900 lifetin®
September, he woke up atapmintihants te fedbi@ldistriciaadrappeilate dourts,
3 a.m. and discovered his leg was on fire. He called the breeding grounds for Supreme Court justices.
another friend who urged him to go to the hospital. ~ Schumer recommended Oetken and Nathan for the "
According to the story, an eyewitness told police that Southern District of New York, which makes the law-
Brandon Washington and David Blair poured a bottle ofaker responsible for twahirds of the out judges
rum on |l oriods | eg and tchremlya ée federal beadh.lUsSzDestriar Juige
sleepingi al | because he i s ga@ahBatts, anAfliegmercandeskeéan appomtgdiby t
ing things on his pant s, RiesidentBill Gidtan infl994, @so sits on The Boathe
WPXI . o0They even dr ew o nDistrict sf Ndwararle Judge Vaoghn VBalker,a Repub
doesndt remember much b ecamsappoietee knewntoa pesiting ever the Proposkig
and was passed out at the time of the alleged assault8 case in the Northern District of California, acknowl-
Heidelberg police have charged Washington and Blaiedged that he is gay after he retired earlier this year.

with aggravated assault and ethnic intimidationbut, 0 He real ly does stand ou . i fi
curiously, have not arrested them. Accordingto WPXlc o mmi t ment t o di verse ca wom—— g serrs maces )
they will receive a summons in the mail. lorio says he~redrickson of Schumer. She is executive director of The Iate LGBT nghts activist Franklin E. Kameny will be
no longer counts the two men as friends. the American Constitutional Society, which tracks ~ honored with a farewell viewing service this month in
judici al nomi nati ons. 0 H&a8hingtan|DsCq aslwell@asna Smighsogian museumy ¢
After 35 years suspected victim of Wayne Gacy ted to having more women on the bench, as well as display that is already open.. The November 3 service
surfaces AsianAmericans and AfricaAmericans and Latinos. at Carnegie Library will be hosted by groups including
Thereds no questi on t ha ttheXKamerytPapers P3ojett anchthe Rainbow Histoeyd &
shoulders above where most senators are inhiscomPr oj ect . oDr . Kameny did n

mi t ment to achieving di voahisnemarial gervices, theughthe didcekpregs some h ¢
confirmations form part of an unprecedented larger of hi s wi shes during his |
effort by the Obama administration to diversifythe Combs Communi cati ons wrote
ranks of federal judges. Women and minorities make frends and all volunteers, we are attempting to honor
more than half the pr es.ithbsewishesas bestme care Weurge all lofthib faemds h
bench remains dominated by heterosexual white malesd allies to feel free to honor his memory in your own
and the Senate has been slow to confirm his choices,ways and to try to live up to his aspirations for a truly
including two pending gay nominees. Edward Dumonjuat and truly equal America."

gay man nominated to the U.S. Court of Appeals for

the Federal Circuit last year, still awaits a committee

hearing, while Michael Fitzgerald, an out nominee for

the Central District of California, could be confirmed

within weeks. Unlike Supreme Court vacancies, the

A Chicago man, missing since 19v7and long feared Whi t e House traditionally defers to the stateds se

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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conducting interviews, drafting affidavits, researching "feeds a homophobic society in which gays and lesbians
L D VI Ew country conditions, contacting experts, and preparing are harassed, mocked, vilified, beaten and killed simply
the client for his interview with a U.S. government  because of their sexual orientation.” The group has

asylum officer. 0 On e o fsubmtited a getitibrf at theeunteAmenrecan Conmmissiom n f r
Uganda starts tal king oKkMaur itthaenigaadyss 6v iaoglaeinnt | y hoo RunprhRights (ACHRpow behadf of twh datmaicane p c
Uganda's Parliament will revisit a bill that sent shock- instances of state or tribal execution are not pub- gay men whose names are being withheld to protect

waves around the world, proposing jailing and possibly i shed, 6 expl ai ns Mat t h ethes safetp RépeseMiagihe petitianers \wilhbe @wery e r
executing gay Ugandans. Parliament Speaker Rebeacce nt and t he countryds phiglpewefedilégal team ifzlading Lorgd AnthenyGifo f t e
Kadaga said a committee will weigh whether to bring cover up their execution of GLBT individuals, recordiniprd, who practices in both Jamaica and the UK and was
the bill to a full voteBloomberg Newseported Tues- ot her causes of deat h. 6 couhdelen asimiladandsucsessfuechse betbre then r ¢
day, Oct 25. The AntHomosexuality Bill was intro- by the U.S. government and ngovernmental organi- European Court of Human Rights, and pro bono attor-
duced by Ugandan lawmaker David Bahati in Octoberzations, in addition to the testimony of experts, to neys from the US firm Thompson Hine and the Law
2009. The bill could mandate the death penalty or lifedho c u ment Maur i t ani ads s eCemtear& NdvaaSewgheasterd Univdrsdy. Altteough the t r
prison for people who are identified as gay, or caughtment of and lack of protection for gay people inthe Jamaicanscal | edo @@amy il awd i s n
engaging in homosexual acts. Earlier this year,atthec ount r y . 0As being gay eafarakd, thesasgunsentis thaf it evenhelésncdstsvai d
end of the previous legislative session, Parliament deforbidden in Mauritania, we faced challenges in collectlestructive pall over the lives of gay Jamaicans.... It en-
cided not to give a final vote on the legislationafter i ng corroborati ng | et t e rcesurafes vgianta justioe dydpsvatd cdizens) mpst & n d
international outcry was directed at the African nationf r i ends, 6 adds Yuen. 0Fowhtoum abteelliye v e etdheasiy ét hbheh Weagntt e
Both U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and U.K. several experts who could attest to the dangerous  permission to commit acts of violence against sexual
Foreign Secretary William Hageendemnedhe bill,  conditions for gay people in Mauritania and to the parminorities. Driven underground, many fear that seeking
and more than 1,681,000 people aroundtheworld t i cul ar facts of Ahmed 6 sanHI¥ &z willdbrandlthem as pambskexual, &nd theres t
signed a petition urging the Parliament to let the bill diglso accompanied their client to the asylum office in fore criminal. The national prevalence of HIV is more
Rosedal e, New Yor k, f or tian30 percertanong menwho hdvé sexewith nrdeh,me c

Pakistan to consider transgender inheritance interview, he and the students were told to expect a compared to a rate of 1.6 percent in the general popu-
rights decision in his case in two weeks. Six months later, higition. The IACHR petition establishes clear ties be-
On Wednesday, Oct 12, the Supreme Court in Pakistans y | um gr ant arri ved. OotWi etehn ptohl ei ccyo ummetertyi dnsg sa cot ni gvoei

ordered the chief secretaries of all four provinces as Washington, D.C., to step up efforts to protect the  and its AIDS epidemic.

well as the chief commissioner in Islamabad to submithousands of refugees and asylaeekers persecuted

detailed reports before it rules November 14th on the each year for their sexual orientation and gender idenNo gay President for Ireland

rights of transgender people in regards to inheritance tity, we are all very relieved to see the U.S. govern- David Norris had led polls early in the race to become
P ak i Fhe&New®sorts that a threememberpanel ment 6s protect-serkef sr i gleandspsegident defore ropped outand then

has observed that transgsaysldimr people are a 0par junpedbaakinamida scandal. Butthe senator, who
society, who cannot be deprived of their right to inheri- could have become the world's first openly gay presi-
tance. 6 During the hear iBiwrgazial Gsse nhiiogh ocfofuircti ad k aoybient; fiadecoateaigddefdae Earlynoll résulte ghew him
tional Database and Registration Authority (Nadra) A Brazilian appeals court has ruled that a gay couple fiaishing a distant fourth, and so Norris became the first
stated that there are two positions being heldwithin be | egal ly marri ed, s ev ecamlillatetoxsngrdtusate Babdr Party chndigate Miehae) t
the organization for transgender people. Almas Boby,supreme court ruled in favor of civil union recognition Higgins on what appears to be his win. Paul Allen from

President of the Shiale Association of Pakistan, alsofor gay and lesbian couples. Agence FraPiasse the Norris campaign criticized the media in reaction to

addressed the court, saying that eventhoughtrans- r eports that the nat i eln Gtiselobsiingahisterview &ith thieish Times Allensaid i T
gender people earn lower wages, they are still requireédte overturned lower court rulings against two Norris had endured oOsevere
to pay government taxes. The court, which will resumwomen who sought to marry in Rio GrandodoSul, c¢r umbl ed. ¢ Norris was acc

November 14, odirected Nrdarzai InBost stoou tihnedrun ngoes ti ns tbasedon an offl hetspaper intertiewrthatimésglotdéd h a t
6genderd verificati on o fconstiution hngkgsstpassbie fopseablgcivieupions thim,andrenche quit the race when it was discovered
cal boardo and plans t o bteackoemef umaurrrei asgteespés atnod ptrhbatdevities atlsttaeaol auttoritiésénnstael pléading fois h
fundamental rights of transgender people in other is- not serve as a pretext for excluding families from the clemency for his themartner Ezra Nawi in a statutory

sues. Il egal protection that marape dagedTae latie was writtenron dficiad stationary
in 1997 but had not surfaced until the presidential cam-
West African gay wins asylum in U.S. Gay man found beaten and burned on Scotland paign. Norris later reentered the race when polls

Columbia Law School 6s Serqadsidé i ty and Gender Law indicated he could still win if he jumped back in. That
Clinic has won asylum in the United States for AnmedAuthorities are investigating whether sexual orientatiohope didn't materialize after voters went to the polls

A., a gay man who feared persecution because of hismotivated a barbaric attack against Stuart Walker, a gayy Thursday, Oct 27. A message posted on the candi-
sexual orientation if he had been forced to return to higian whose scorched body was found tied to a roadsideate's Facebook page from his campaign claimed Norris
native Mauritania. The grant of asylum, issued by the lamppost early Saturday, Oct 23, morning. Taily as an example to others of what's possible politically.
U.S. Department of Homeland Security, highlights theTelegrapheports on the murder of Walker, 28, a for- "For anyone who ever feels that something is ever too
perils for gay people who live in the Islamic Republic #her assistant hotel manager. A member of the public difficult they can look at David Norris as their inspira-
Mauritania, a country in West Africa. In Mauritania, found his charred remains at 5 a.m. in Ayrshire, Scot-tion, stand on the shoulders of this giant and reach for

homosexuality is punishable by deathoth by the land. oStrathclyde Pol i ctieeirweams," drote Notris staffekrse out Mr  We
government and by the powerful tribal communities had been murdered because of his sexuality and were

that regulate Mauritanian society. Mauritaniaisoneoiow cl osely examining all aspects of the victim's
five countries in the worlél along with Iran, Saudi according toThe TelegrapPRolice were seeking to

Arabia, Sudan, and Yenifethat impose the death reconstruct what happened between the time of the

penalty for being gay. In addition, 76 countries prose-discovery and 2:30 a.m., when Walker, who had been

cuted people based on their sexual orientation as of lagit with friends, was last seen alive. Initial leads fo-

year, underscoring the global reach of the practice of cused on a series of house parties that took place in the

state persecution of g a yNetesthird hoesing estétenear where \Walkerywas4 0 year s,
our client, Ahmed, neverfouhdel t free, 6 explains Jane Kim
611, a clinic student who worked on the case. OHi s

entire life, he changed his behavior to avoid suspiciondgmaica sodomy law to face its first legal

beatings, and death by his father, his tribe, and by thechallenge

Mauritanian government for being gay, for being himsglfe international advocacy organization AiBige

He lived a private | if e,Woddwil§lathedirgteverdegaychalemge todamaitagsst year ,
Ahmed fled for the United States, terrified for his life. sodomy laws, reports Care2.Although rarely enforced,

He was referred to Col unieimangaes gprigonraechtioft'up to tenyearsG.efor d e r

Law Clinic by Immigration Equality, a national organiztite abominable crime of buggery.” The suit will argue

tion focused on immigration rights for GLBT and HIV that "by criminalizing homosexuality, Jamaica is in viola-

positive individuals. The students spent several monttign of international human rights laws" and the law

www.GGnwil.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/breaking/2011/1028/breaking1.html
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3
: 7PM
the Equality House | 6:30PM m&g come enjoy one of
will be reserved for | come catch up with S0 Sl | our favorite LGBT
PEFSOH_S Sodandt old friends or make b | themed movies on
above In oraer to new friends at this i
. the big screen
provide them a affordable buffet p|ZZAg
relaxing atmosphere din_ner at Panda POPCORN, &
China, 830 E SODA PROVIDED
Gregory Street $5 DONATION
¥ REQUESTED

STARRING DAN‘ BIH:LER
7PM
learn about the
fascinating past of
gay themed
cinema, open
discussion to follow,
details on
page 5

10 1

(PAZ

ROUNDTABLE =k

: Zo kelf with 7PM :
°:30PM this fectival come enjoy one of
SIF::EUNSSION oM our favorite LGBT come play one of
. i our many games,
current book oIt we will discuss fall themgd movies on o?jbring zogur
Gets Betterd and winter events the big screen favori
info Brian that can be used to Eggé'oRN & I?I%/ng_lt?:REE TO
850 3752524 raise funds for ' BRING EINGER
i SODA PROVIDED
bdjeike@mac.com gg;\;acolaPRlDE $5 DONATION FOODS TO
REQUESTED SHARE

Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests.
BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ EqualitpRaldé= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House
PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality(Houkse

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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athisory I(‘dlll

7PM
everyone Is

welcome to share
their idea,
suggestions,
concerns or ask
questions during
our 1st 30 minutes

of our meeting

L)
B

PM
we will discuss fall

and winter events
that can be used

to raise funds for
PensacolaPRIDE

2012

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
l G ol
GRASSROOTS
h &

VOLUNTEER MEETING
TRAINING W ) you are invited to
7PM W 0UT | - aon 7PM _ our Grand
if you are interested m;';m 6-9PM come bring a side Opening Open
in being a volunteer come play one of dish or dessert to House (rescheduled
at Equality House 7PM _ our many games, share with old and from Oct 15)
please come learn we will appoint or bring your new friends
all there is to know standing favorite SPAGHETTI
about Gay committees; FEEL FREE TO PROVIDED
Grassroots, membership; BRING FINGER
Equality House, and nominating; FOODS TO
PensacolaPRIDE, so fundraising; SHARE
you can have the advocacy;
information you social; and
need to greet and publicity
make comfortable REFRESHMENTS
all who visit our PROVIDED
home

20 25 26

. W W W W

Sorry W'

BLIISEI]

Eo

L L AT e b Ll l
s

7PM
come enjoy a home

cooked dinner,

(turkey free
Mexican Dinner,
WITH VEGIAN
OPTIONS!)

$5 DONATION
REQUESTED

You know you will
be too tired to cook

after shopping!

www.GGnwfl.com

Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests.
BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ EqualitERalde= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House
PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality(House

friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE




Page 13 N ov 0 1 Rainbow Blades,the Gay Grassroots newsletter
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

DEC1

"

Q WAL
7PM 2PM

come enjoy one of Mathew Vaughn

=

27
/ 6:30PM our favorite LGBT will present info on
/ come catch up with | themed movies on the current trends
R old friends or make | the big screen in LGBT retire-
=4 new friends atthis | pjzzA ment by baby
| 2 affordable buffet POPCORN, & boomers.
dinner at Panda SODA PROVIDED REFRESHMENTS
e China, 830 E $5 DONATION \
2PM Gregory Street REQUESTED
bring something to
add to our
decorations as we
‘ get things festive
for the holidays, we
will provide an ice
cream social for all HOLIDAY
the elves and fairies DECOR AUCTION
7PM
‘ come bid on

holiday décor
created by the
some of 't hle

best designers

DEC 10
Sorry Were

BL[\SEI] |

VOTUNTEER
TRAINING

PM
if you are interested

6PM-8PM
the Equality House

: 6- 9PM

5:30PM . . will be reserved for

OPEN in being a volunteer persons 50 and come play one of
DICUSSION at Equality House | o6 i orderto | OUr Many games,

: or bring your
current book please come learn provide them a 9y

N P there s, to know . favorite
oTransiti ﬂo%t Ggy)} relaxing atmosphere | FEE| FREE TO
Chaz Bono Grassroots, BRING FINGER

info Brian

o Equality House, and FOODS TO .
0 3752524 PensacolaPRIDE, so SHARE Dilde? buttiplug...
w, ke@mac.com |\yo can have the Anyone?? &

information you
need to greet and
make comfortable
all who visit our

home

\I N Jity House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests.
BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ EqualitERalde= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House
PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality(House

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (85028885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Gay doctors called danger to children, must be avoided
Shame not law enforcement behind tearoom publicity

With its densely wooded trails and easy access, SaxoBour t, where the cases wer
Woods, a county park in White Plains, had become was not notified by the court of the disposition of those
widely known on Web sites catering to men interestectases or the issuance of seal orders, as is required by

in anonymous gay sex. The park was also well knowrlNe w Yor k St ate criminal pr
National radio host warns parents to keep kids the police. Starting in May, the Westchester County said. The statement also said that the department

away from gay doctors Department of Public Safety mounted whatitcalled cont acted the court das a
Operation Overexposed, arresting men on charges ofstatus of certain cases, just before releasing the names.
public lewdness or forcible touching. The arrestsmad®ut t he police were otold
only a dent in the problem at the park, and last week,s e al ed . 6 Accor difageparg t he
the county police took the unusual step of releasing tavhich straddles White Plains and Mamaroneck, has long
e the news media the names and photos of 16 men it s&ielen a meeting place for gay sex. But with the rise of

':\ had engaged in unlawful sexual activity in Saxon Wodts. Internet, its reputation has recently spread beyond

“*" The idea was to create a fear of being publicly shamewestchester. The Web site Cruising Gays, for instance,

Now, however, that public relations campaign hasbackave it two stars, advisin
fired, with lawyers for some of the men comingfor- ar ound, make soft eye cont
Linda Harveyfounder ofMission Americaa "Christian ward to say that their clients had pleaded guityto o0t ot al nudi tyé was not rec

pro-family organization tracking current cultural issuesjbnsexual violations and that their cases were sup- men lived outside Westchester, including in Manhattan,
and radio host, has a warning for the parents of Amerposed to have been sealed. In fact, 11 of the 16 cases the Bronx and in Greenwich, Conn. With an enor-

ica: Don't let your children see gay health practitionerfiad already been adjudicated and sealed when the mous swimming pool, a miniature golf course and trails,
Speaking on her radio show on Thursday, Harvey beganunty police gave out the names, photographs and the park draws mountain bikers and families with young
the discussion by mentioning NCHARGE, the Nation-charges last Friday. All but one of the men, whorangedh i | dr e n . OWedve had nume

wide Children's Hospital's Advocates Representing Gayage from 37 to 75, pleaded guilty to alessercharggg e ner al publ i c, 6 Deputy Co
Employees, which, as she says the group's meeting of disorderly conduct, a noncriminal violation. Donaldlot of this activity was at lunchtime and in the after-

minutes show, is involved in activities like participatings. Mazin, a lawyer in Larchmont, N.Y., who representado on, so youdre tal king a

in a pride parade, attending a health expo on adolescemb men whose cases were sealed, castigatedthe be using the park for what
health, being concerned about saisex partnerbene- county police for publ i cMazn saidhistlierds waraamested in the bathndora,t T
fits, and "planning to be identified with rainbow lapel does the public safety commissioner have tomakeawher e under cover officers

pins." Once she revealed those-sb-shockingitems st at ement | i ke that and yrouuidr et hgeo il nigv etso oef x ptohsees ey opue
on their agenda, she posed a question to her listenerdr . Mazin asked. OAnybodryo ocna,ndé bhrel nsgaiadn.y ocWhaartg easr et |
"Letds say -pldhasbrokenhkeviegn ywaanrt , but that doesndé6t mean they actually did some
rather badly and needs to be in the hospital afewdays,hi ng. You candt undo the damage. 0 Mr. Mazin saic

which would you prefer: hadnotyatesultedhis dients pboud whdtheotliey h e r
lesbianism, who has rainbow identifiers on her work planned to bring lawsuits against the county police.
clothing, or a nurse who does not?" Though she admifaul Dziuma, a building contractor in the Bronx who

that LGBT practitioners "can be certainly competent has been married for 31 years, said he was in the park
workers," she is worried that “they're involvement within late August, disposing of a bag of trash. He stopped
your child during a hospital stay is sure to be an influ-to use the bathroom. He said he then became the vic-

ence...they are tacking on to their workplace identity t i m of what he called a o0sting operation. é I nitial
one that is highly offensive to many people and can beharged with public lewdness, a misdemeanor, Mr.

erroneously influenti al DOziomaplkaddd duiltetodisartedy condustdrithe o r

shoul dndét, see the whol eadpviiccteuroef ohfi sh olwa wyhers; bheihsavciaosre was seal ed. ol ne\
really manifests itself." Luckily, homophobic parents near the guy, 6 he said, referring to the undercove
didn't just receive a warning from Harveyshe also of ficer. 01l 6m devastated. |1tds hurt my family and
gave them some practical tipsonhowtomakesure i n a terrible position. o Donna Lieberman, execut

their anti-gay rhetoric can be applied to their children'director of the New York Civil Liberties Union, called

health care. Here's what they should do: "...Select youhe tactic of disseminating the names and photographs

pediatrician very carefully... There are afew homosexo r e pr ehensi bl e, 6 whether the cases were sealed or
ual doctors treating kids, there are far more nurses, That a majority of the cases were sealed, she said, only

LPNs, technicians and other health care workersin added to the breach. 0The penal |l aw describes puni
these lifestyles so you may want to consider writing aments for minor offenses like these and that does not
letter that you file with your pediatrician thatshould i ncl ude the pain of public humiliation, 6 she said.

your child ever be hospitalized, you do not want your police appeared to have checked on the status of some

child to be treated or cared for by one of these mem- of the charges. Joseph J. Yasinski, deputy commissioner
bers of the Chil drends HobteedublicsShfetygDepartreemh sdidinyae ietervie r o u p
except in the case of an emergency situation. But for Monday, Oct 17, that the agency had withheld informa-
routine in-hospital care where contact with your child tion about three other men who were arrested in

would be required, your values should be respected."Sax on Woods in May. 0Those have all been settl ed &
the cases sealed, 6 he said. But on Tuesday, Oct !
| D6s that should have r ecnoauimmteyd ppoloitceec tsepdo kuessenda n , Kieran OdbLeary, alerted 1
publicly to shame gay men New York Times that 2 of the 16 names had been
= A S| 2 -re_leased in error. Mr. OO6Leary said the only thinc
: police could do was delete the names from the depart-
ment 6s archived news release. A person familiar wi

the charges told The Times that nine additional cases
were also sealed. By that point, several news organiza-
tions, including The Journal News, which covers West-
chester, had already published stories about Operation
Overexposed and the details of the arrests. The Journal
News published them in its print edition and on its

Web site, where all 16 mug shots were displayed.

In a statement issued on Wednesday, the Public Safety
Department shifted the blame to the White Plains City

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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|1| ®1L 1—@ P m Another teachers gay bashes students on facebook
\ I(I National TV hosts say dorm needs of transgender a joke
Another teacher uses facebook to bash LGBT Anti -gay politician had sex with her female student

students
e gay parents as a member of the Family Foundation.
She was never criminally charged, but could still face

F charges if the former student steps forward. According
Enough s enough, The hatred has to go,

: to the AP, the state of Virginia does not have much of a
e statute of limitations on sexual offenses. Wall, a con-

Q . Fox & Friends hosts mock transgender students

TEACIHER Moral of the story: Don'tbe gay servative with no party affiliation, is running against
about an hour 200 * Lke Democrat Connie Brennan and Republican Matt Fariss
You need to shut the fixk up fight for an open seat in Appomattox, Va., vacated by Del.
. now. That was 100 for. Watkins M. Abbitt, who is retiring after 26 yearShe
sbout an hour 890 ~Like

AP obtained the information about Wall's sexual past
from Paul Jost, a former political challenger who sued
Walll for defamatory claims she made during the Repub-
lican primary. On her website, Wall touts her past
N o work in antigay lobbying, and saiq she Would"continue
W;m’«; e m“ﬂ:’mww ey to ensure the state pass no gay rights laws. "For two
0 stop. And you aren't too shupd to see that, T knonw The talking heads dfox & Friendsocked the need for years, | worked with groups in the state to help pass
W&“&?‘ T co-ed dormitory rooms by gendenonconforming the Marriage Amendment to the Constitution of Vir-
b, Bt o Th has NOTHING o do with my pelteal | Students. Discussing the decision by lowa’s Grinnell ginia defining marriage as a union between one man and
views. 1 doalt ove tno shits about polics, There acemuch . Collegefi three years agdi to add gendeneutral one woman," she said. "l will defend that amendment
mmﬁ;m housing, the three hosts insinuated inappropriate situ@&nd oppose any legislation that attempts to create or
tions commonly occur in such a sap. They strongly ~ recognize anyother union, partnership, or legal status
On the growing list of school teachers making contro-suggested such housing was inappropriate, while hosto Which is assigned the rights or benefits of marriage."
versial statements on Facebook and then getting in - Steve Doocy voiced concern over his collegge
trouble for them, you can add Missouri math teacher daughters possibly being exposed to gerdeutral Video shows no teachers acted to stop gay
Jim Whitney. The Joplin High School teacher is in trothousing. Host Gretchen Carlson repeatedly derided thashing of student
ble after making a comment on the Facebook page ofrieeds of minority students. "We're missing the point
former student earlier this month who posted a link tothe story,” Carlson said. “[This is happening] all beca
a news article about a gay-®ar old from Canada  of one little tiny percent of society. It's another one of
who committed suicide after being bullied. "Moral of ' those stories where everything is changing as a resul
the story: Don't be gay" was Whitney's comment to th@yst a few people.” It should be noted that the policie
student's postthe Joplin Glolreports. When ques- of Grinnell College, especially in regards to on camp
tioned by another user on the same thread about howstudent housing, are by and large determined not by
many more cases of suicide will it take for people to  faculty but by the students themselves. The thousan
pay attention, Whitney allegedly retorted, "IIB ought of transgender students at America's college campus
to do it." Although Whitney released an emailed apol-would probably disagree that gender issues and hou
ogy, he could not be reached for further comment ancbmy affect "a few peop|e" and that "everything is cha
the Joplin School Board is currently undertaking an  ing" for the majority of gendeconforming students.
investigation regarding the incident. And with the group

Missourians for Marriage Equality encouraging its moreormer teacher and anti  -gay politician admits to

TEACHER Oh, that's funny Il stop it. You can't
prove that what he sad was true. And you can't back up
your toughness. Stop trying 5o hard to be Iberal.

about an hour 390 * Like

than2,000 Facebook followert® take action by con-  |esbian affair with a student
tacting the Joplin School Board, Whitney's job is cer-
tainly on the line. The incident is one on a growing lis
of recent teachers or school board officials making
controversial statements on their own, or others' Faceji
book pages. Last month in New York, social studies
teacherJerry Buelcame under school investigation for
antrmarriage equality remarks made on his Facebook
account. And more recently, a special education
teacher in New Jersey got in hot water for describing
homosexuality as "a perverted spirit" which is "sin ancji
breeds like cancerClint McCancea member of an
Arkansas school board, posted on his Facebook last [
week that "queers" and "fags" should kill themselves ¢l
said the only way he would wear purple would be "if
they all commit suicide.” Last month in Manchester, -

A brutal case of antigay bullying in an Ohio high school
has been caught by cell phone video and is emblematic
of violence experienced or feared by LGBT students
every day. The video catches the attacker waiting for
the gay student, a 1gearold boynamed in the re-

port as "Zack" by ABC's WSYX in Ohio. The station
interviewed the victim's mother, who describes what
she saw of the vicious beating on tape. "The boy stood
there and waited on him, and waited on him, and
waited on him," she told WSYX. "And then as soon as
he walks in the door, the boy hits him. Zack walks
away, 'What did | do? Why are you doing this?' And he
keeps walking away." But then the boy grabs Zack,
stands over him on the ground and delivers at least
seven punches in quick succession, the smacks audible

England, Christian housing advocAtlian Smith was A coservative running for a seat in the Virginia House@n the tape. The mother told the station that her son
demotedfor posting seeming negative comments abogf Delegates admitted that she had an affair witha  might have a concussion and chipped teeth, and that
gay marriage and is now taking legal action against higmale student back when she was a junior high schosie wants that attack pursued as a "hate crime.” The
employer. Disciplinary action was taken against Smittyym teacher in the 1970s. Linda Wall told tAesoci- Mmother is certain it was motivated by her son being gay.
after describing marriage equality as "an equality gon@ted Presshat she was a different person 40 years agdt's my son," she said, "and they did it just because he's
too far." Although Smith described his comments as when she had sexual relations with the unidentified & homosexual." "I was waiting for somebody," says the
"not particularly homophobic," his employers, the Trafstudent, who was a minor at the time. In 2006, she  boy, whose identity is hidden in the news report. "I
ford Housing Trust, issued a statement saying Smith gdmitted under oath that she had been involved with &overed myself, | shielded my body, and he just kept
was in violation of their most recent version of their  minor during a defamation hearing. "I've never tried fjtting me and nobody did anything, no teacher, no-
code of conduct which includes policy of proper use oRide that | was in homosexuality," she said. "If anybodyedy" The station reports that antigay comments were
social media networks. Googles me, they would find that out there.” Wall saidhade on the attacker's Facebook page two days earlier.

her conversion to Christianity stopped her addiction to

marijuana, and changed her sexual orientation. Since

then, she lobbied the Virginia General Assembly to

oppose gay rights, marriage equality, and adoption for

(8503885
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tive Michele Bachmann falsely suggested that the vamf 13 and 17 have received at least one dose of the

cine causes mental retardation. But for the public ~ HPV vaccine, and fewer than a third have received all
health experts gather ed threedosds.| Gnly abaut 1 perbeat of\bbayshave ree 6 s
mar kabl e effects wer e i rceieedthesHPV Jadciee, even thdughi the vaiccine add-n c
Peteds sake, 6 said Dr . Worydomnatree h@sshidtiiat boys could be aecinateth a r
department of preventive medicine at Vanderbilt Uni- against the disease if they or their parents wished.

versity School of Medicine and a nonvoting member ofaccinating homosexual boys would be far more cost
Males too should get the HPV vaccine the committee. OA vacci neffectovgtizan vaccinating allrbays, sincentlee durderhoé
Boys and young men should be vaccinated againsthwtr eam of our youth. o6 H PdVi si enaf seec tiiso nf ars htihgeh ento sitn ch
man papillomavirus, or HPV, to protect against anal ambn sexually transmitted diseaBie between 75 per-  sarily effective or perhaps even appropriate to be mak-
throat cancers that can result from sexual activity, a cent and 80 percent of females and males in the Unitég those determinations at the 110 12-yearo | d a g e
federal advisory committee said Tuesday, Oct 25. TheStates will be infected at some point in their lives. Mostaid Kristen R. Ehresmann of the Minnesota Depart-
recommendation by the panel, the Advisory Committeill overcome the infection with no ill effects. Butin ment of Health and a committee member. Dr. S. Mi-

on Immunization Practices of the Centers for Diseasesome people, infections lead to cellular changes that chael Marcy, a clinical professor of pediatrics at the
Control and Prevention, is likely to transform the use cause warts or cancer, including cervical, vaginal andUniversity of Southern California and a committee

of the HPV vaccine, since most private insurers pay faulvar cancers in women and anal cancers in men anchember, said that the money needed to vaccinate 11
vaccines once the committee recommends them for women. A growing body of evidence suggests that HRid 12yearold boys would pay for only a few hours of
routine use. The HPV vaccine is unusually expensivealso causes throat cancers in men and women as a the war in Afghanistan while potentially saving thou-

three doses cost pediatricians more than $300, and result of oral sex. HPV infections cause about 15,006 ands of | ives in the Unit
pediatricians often charge patients hundreds more. Tbancers in women and 7,000 cancersinmeneachyearei ng t ol d we dondt have t
committee recommended that boys ages 11 and 12 And while cervical cancer rates have plunged overthé¢ he money, 6 Dr. Marcy said
should be vaccinated. It also recommended vaccinatigrast four decades because of widespread screening,pmali or i t i es, and we i f we d
of males ages 13 through 21 who had not already haatancer rates in men and women have been increasingvi | | ? 6 The vaccine | oses

all three shots. Vaccinations may be given to boys asHead and neck cancers have also been increasing, witte onset of sexual activity. More than one in five boys
young as 9 and to men between the ages of 22 and 2the share associated with HPV infection increasing and girls have had vaginal sex by the age of 15, surveys
The committee recommended in 2006 that girls and rapidlyfi perhaps because oral sex has increased in show. But there are many strains of HPV, and Gardasil
young women ages 11 to 26 should be vaccinated,bgopul ar i ty. V a c-andd2yeakold gi thehHPV vaecind nmmutacturedl by Meftkprotects
vaccination rates in the United States have so far beeboys will cost almost $140 million annually, but the onagainst four of those strains. Older boys and young men
disappointing. The vaccine has been controversial -time catchup among males 13 to 21 will cost hundredsay receive the vaccine even after becoming sexually
because the disease it prevents results from sexual of millions more. The government generally pays for active in hopes that it might protect them against an
activity, and that controversy is likely to intensify with about half of all vaccinations. The committee has be-HPV strain they have yet to encounter.

the committeeds | atest rcemednoeasimylg encermed absut the cast effieetivey o f

the cancers in men result from homosexual sex. The ness of vaccines, since the newest vaccines tend to be

HPV vaccine became a source of contention among very expensive while protecting against diseases that

Republican presidential candidates after some candi- affect fewer people. Vaccinating boys is cost effective

dates criticized Gov. Rick Perry of Texas for trying to when vaccination rates in girls are relatively low, which

require that girls in his state be vaccinated. Representaey are now. Fewer than half of girls between the ages

order to recruit and retain the best talent." Eight of thehowed that applicants without the gay reference had
other 12 companies- Target, General Mills, Best Buy, an 11.5% chance of being called for an interview. How-
Supervalu, Land O'Lakes, Medtronic, Xcel Energy ane@ver, [resumes] which mentioned the gay society had
Ecolab- said they would not take a position. The otheonly a 7.2% chance. The difference amounted to a 40%
four -- 3M, Ameriprise Financial, UnitedHealth Group, higher chance of the heterosexual applicant getting a
and U.S. Bancorp did not respond to the AP'sinquir-cal | . 6 The study reveal ed
ies. callback rates occurred in Florida, Ohio, and Texas,
More top business avoid taking stand on while the oapplicantso6 wer
marriage equality Gay men less likely to get job interviews western and north eastern states such as California,
T Nevada, Pennsyl vani a, and
.k' indicate that gay men encounter significant barriers in
the hiring process because, at the initial point of con-
tact, employers more readily disqualify openly gay appli-
cants than equally qualifi
Tilcsik said.

AmMEx joins the o6gross upo
Two days after news broke that Morgan Stanley was
subsidizing the tax penalties gay employees pay for
domestic partner benefits, American Express an-
nounced they were following suit. If a gay employee
receives domestic partner health benefits they are
counted as taxable income if the partner is not a de-
pendentii gay employees can not use g dollars
Minnesota's top companies are keeping mum on whe#eccording to a study published in tiemerican Journal to pay for their health premiums while opposisex

they stand in the gay marriage fight. As the state geao§ Sociology men whose r es ume s marned coopies can. Ant lzetause ¢f the/ Heferese of

up for a voter initiative in 2012 on whether to constitu-gay are 40% less likely to be called in for job interviewdarriage Act, even if gay couples marry, their nuptials
tionally ban marriage equalityhe Associated Press especially in the south or MidwesPink Newsreports  are not recognized by the federal government. Referred
sought to find out whether the state's 13 Fortune 500 that Harvard University researcher Andras Tilcsik subto as a "gross up," companies reimburse gay employees
companies that offer domestic partnership benefitsareni t t ed t wo or eal i st i ¢ b uferthé taxdurden thep incar@s pareos thismgevern-t o !
for or against the proposed ban. Only one company, white collar job openings. One indicated that the appliment inequality. Aside from Morgan Stanley and

St. Jude Medical, said they would publicly oppose thecant had served as a treasurer of his college gay sociétyerican Expresé both of which will starting offering
marriage amendment. “We do not believe the pro- while the other mentioned involvement in the gross ups in Januafly Bank of America recently

posed constitutional amendment is in the best interess Pr ogr essi ve and Soci al istttedthdpracteence. 6 Ti |l csi k r easc
of economic and jobs growth in Minnesota," Rachel that employers were likely to associate both applicants

Ellingson, vice president for corporate communicationith similarly lefleaning political views, which would

at St. Jude Medical, told the AP. "We believe that it isincrease the likelihood of rejection being based solely

important for the state to be viewed as inclusivein on t he gay affiliation. The story says, 0The resul
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http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/health/diseasesconditionsandhealthtopics/pediatrics/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
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worked hard to defend LGBT people from this sort of bring her partner of 11 years to a Yellow Ribbon Rein-
pointless discrimination. Most dramatically, the Justicéegration Program event. The Pentagon later clarified

Department issued a thorough legal opinion explaininthat gay service members were allowed to designate

M N why discrimination based on sexual orientation must [samesex partners or spouses as guests to such events
treated as constitutionally suspect and has refused tofollowing a letter sent by Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D

M“BE BA defend the discriminatory Defense of Marriage Act in N.H.) to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta on behalf of

federal court. But apparently, the relevant decision Mo r gan . 0There are two is
) ) makers at the Pentagon haven't gotten the memo, an®OMA specifically discriminates against gay and lesbian
Gay Veterans to get their day in court continue to defend this outdated and irrational policy.s er vi ce member s, and we ne

This case is about more than money. It's about basic Shaheen toldhe Advocate 6 But t her e ar «
fairness. When you make a mistake, the right thing toand regulations that the military can review and make

1 do is to apologize and try to fix the problem. The gov-changes to without requiring legislation. Hopefully this
ernment can't undo all the harm that DADT inflicted oimncident will prompt them to clarify for people in the

Mr. Collins and other honorably discharged veterans. military what the circumstances are with respect to
But it can at least take the small step of givingthese cer t ai n programs and event
veterans the separation pay that was gratuitously takear Aubrey Sarvis said that his organization is seeking to
away from themIn Richard Collins' own wordsWe  build on court victories in the First Circuit, which in-

gave all in serving this nation. The Pentagon should nctides Massachusetts and where in 2010 a federal judge

give us half in return.” ruled DOMA unconstitutional in two cases before the
court. Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders, which
: Gay service members sue for benefits brought one of the suits, is expected to file a brief
Eventhough DADT is gone, the legacy of unfair treat- ¥ today in response to an appeal in its case by a Republi-

canled House legal advisory group. In February, the
Obama administrationds Jus
it would no longer defend DOMA in court; it has since
filed briefs in pending cases arguing that the 1996 law is
unconstitutional. Sarvis said SLDN had discussions with
some LGBT legal groups prior to proceeding with its

suit, though SLDN also faced timing challenges: Sarvis
knew that he wanted to lead a coordinated legal effort
with a group of plaintiffs, and that there were service
members who were eager to take legal action directly
after DADT repeal became official on September 20.
0Thatdés not to say that we

ment of gay and lesbian veterans continues. One of
those legacies is the Defense Department's separatiol
pay policy for discharged service members. If you ser
six years in the military and are then discharged invol- h
untarily, Congress says you're entitled to separation p
to help ease your transition to civilian life. But the v
DOD has an internal policii not required by any T
statutefi of cutting that separation pay in half if you'r
discharged, even honorably, for "homosexuality." Let'
be clear: Many of those who were discharged under
DADT were distinguished soldiers, airmen or cadets |
and had an unblemished record. They were service T Laintiff f 2 5 S
members in good standing, and there was nothing dis{iss - plaintitts surtacing, o ar
honorable about their discharge. Yet they are denied = - - potential future military plalr_ltlffs'wou'ld consult SLDN .
the same separation pay as other honorably discharg¥¥en Maj. Shannon McLaughlin talks about her fa_mié? efore they initiate a fil
service members merely because they're gay or leshighWork fi_conversations that have only been possiblelst legal challenge n the realm of military benefits for
That's what happened to our lead clientdar class @t least officially, in the past five weeks following repe@fY service members: Earlier this month, Carmen

action lawsuichallenging this needless policy. Richar® f 0 d ondt & e militalyccolléaguestotendardona, a disabled Navy veteran who was honorably
Collins was a decorated Air Force Staff Sergeant whoASSume that because she is legally married to her discharged in 2000 and married her spouse in Con-
served nine years before being kicked out under  SPoUse, Casey, in Massachusetts, she has equal acc88gticut last year, filed a lawsuit in the Court of Appeals
DADT. He was seen kissing his civilian boyfriend, in &0 be.neﬁts. McLaughIin does not, however. As a_resJﬁ’,r Veterans Cla|m§ after she_ was denled_ an increase in
car at a stoplight, when he was off duty, out of uniforn$he is now sting the federal government along with amonthly compensation following her marriage. A re-

and 10 miles off base. After being discharged under 9roup of married gay and Iesbla_n service members, betanal veterans affalrs office cited the federal definition
DADT, Staff Sgt. Collins discovered that his separatiop Ur rently serving and r edf SPquse ¢n rejectingthe requesh, Freegamya Maryo n e
pay was cut in halive filed this lawsuibn behalfof harder decisions 1d6ve h apgesidery EvaaVkolison, whosggroup was ainoryg thasg
Collins and 142 other service members about a year McLaughlin, a JAG attorney who is currently assignedhat SLDN had discussions with on the lawsuit, said

ago. We expected at the time that, once Congress ~ chief of legal assistance for the Massachusetts Army Thursday that Freedom to M
passed the statute authorizing repeal of DADT, the National Guard and serves on the board of directors opLDN and others to highlight the stories of service
government would quickly settle the case and give ~ Servicemembers Legal Defense Network, which is members and their family membgrs who suffer or are
these honorably discharged service members thesepa-€ P €senting service me nytdnharm's way begayse of thejdenial of maugage andy ¢
ration pay they are entitled to. Instead, the governmern€w that we were in a position to potentially repre- discrimination under the soalled Defense of Marriage

has inexplicably dragged its feet every step of the wapent @ number of gay military families like ourselves, & it and challenging t.hat unfairness in court is cer-

In May, the governmeratsked the courtto dismissthe t hat we had a duty t o dofdinygnepompriulyayioput hepe famyligsjogwarg f ¢
case without even defending the constitutionality of th&id McLaughlin, the lead plaintiff. In the suit, filed de fight the cruel and unconstitutional marriage dis-
policy. Instead the government argued that the courtsOCt 27, in federal court in Boston, SLDN is challenging f 1 mi nati on they experienc
could not provide any relief to service members whosf'e Defense of Marriage Act as well as provisions in standing how wrang it is to deny committed couples _
separation pay was cut in half while DADT was stillinf eder al code that defin ethe‘”.%eﬁ"moé“é’ﬁ’ and ghe sequidly a@dxiléppo[,t S or
effect. It didn't make sense to us, and apparently, it Married gay couples. Gay service members and theif?arriage brings them and their loved ones,” Wolfson
didn't make any sense to the court. Today, Judge Chrfamilies are currently denied equal access to benefits Said, "and one way to get them thinking is to show

tine O.C. Miller of the U.S. Court of Federal Claims Such as medical care, housing, child care, and militarfném committed people serving our country who are
denied the government's requesnd will allow these identification cards. Without a military ID, for exampl ’arme'd by marriage discrimination.” Named d'efen-
veterans to be heard. The court's decision means thaMc Laughl inds spouse do e sdansduthe pasyitardsqoney Gene@ledcs ¢t o
these 142 service members will finally have their dayfna ci l i ties. ol can be o nHolger ane Segretary Pangtia, aywelhas gecretanmol
court. The government will have to explain to them an@et ONto the base," McLaughlin said. “That ID card ~ Veterans Affairs Eric Shinsekbbe Lowell and Chris-

to the rest of the public how cutting their pay in half Means many benefits on the baseanything as simple topher Man, attorneys in the law firm Chadbourne &
served important governmental interests. The govern@S going to the commissary to get discounted fo_rmulaParkes Washington, D.C. office, will serve as pro bono
ment will have to make that explanation, even though@nd diapers to bringing the children in for a medical cgunsel in the case. In response to the suit, Pentagon

the Pentagon has already issued a detailed report ma&-P P 0i nt ment . 6 Some ser vSiPcOekK Enfeithmed s By hlof €y el dalnfloenZg
ing clear that discrimination against gay and lesbian the plaintiffs in the SLDN suit have recently faced oth&arefully evaluate the complaint and we will consult [the
service members is entirely unnecessary and doesn'tPerhaps unanticipated consequences of partner inequUagpartment of Justice]. In the meantime, we will con-
serve the interests of the military. Good luck with thatity; POStDADT repeal. Chief Warrant Officer Charlie t 1 nue t o follow the law.¢

The government's conduct is all the more baffling be-Morgan, who returned recently from a deployment in

cause in other contexts, the Justice Department has KUwait, was told earlier this month by the New Hamp-
shire National Guard that she was not authorized to

<
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paid for, opens it up to more people, experts said. Thearents, it said. But such families are more likely to live
study estimates about 50% of adoptive gay families in poverty than married heterosexual households, the
adopt children from f os treportsaic In81 states, iN®very challéngirg tbospniei «
FA M I LI E W foster care agencies will serve gay parents, where  sex parents to establish legal ties for their children to
Catholic Charities notably refused to follow the new both parents, Chrisler said. Thus a child could be left
civil unions law in lllinois this year. About 60% of U.S.vulnerable if a parent dies or the relationship dissolves.
Adoptions by LGBT parents have tripled over adoption agencies welcome applications from gay paf-or example, Naz Meftah and Lydia Banuelos were
last 10 years ents, according to the Adoption Institute. According legally married in California and are parents to three
to the Williams Institute at UCLA School of Law, al- young children. Banuelos is not recognized legally as
most 22,000 samseex couples adopted children in their parent, cannot sign medical releases for them at
2009, compared to around 6,500 in 2000, based on the doctor and is not listed on their birth certificates.

Census Bureau estimates. The couple participated in the release of the report.
"It's not just sentimental and heart breaking. It has a

Children of LGBT parents more likely to be real impact," Meftah told Reuters. "We are legally mar-

poor ried and Lydia is a stranger to her own kids by law."

Children growing up in lesbian, gay, bisexual and tranfax implications and medical expenses are just a few of
gender families are more likely to live in poverty and the problems Meftah and Banuelos have dealt with in
may be denied legal ties to one of their parents, a re- Arizona, where the children were born, and in Califor-
port released on Tuesday, Oct 25, showed. A lack of nia. The couple is now working through the court sys-

A new study shows that the number of sarsex indi-  federal recognition of samsex marriages means such tem in an effort for Banuelos to adopt the children.
viduals and couples who adopted children tripled overfamilies face higher tax burdens and unequal access fthe report detailed more than 100 state and federal

the past decade, in part because of eased state restribealth insurance and government safety net programg@olicy recommendations, including ensuring access to
tions and more foster care adoptions. THesociated said the report entitled "All Children Matter: How health insurance and care, educating doctors and
Press eports on the 0str at tegg énd Bocial Indqualties elartd GBT Familiesd dketpels about gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
tions shown in a fouyear study of 158 gay parents  report was released online and authored by groups families and revising medical decisioaking laws.
released Thursday by the Evan B. Donaldson Adopticedvocating for gay rights including Movement Advanck-also highlighted legalization and federal recognition of
Institute. The report found the highest number of gay ment Project, Family Equality Council and Center for samesex marriage as an important step to protecting
people adopted children from Massachusetts, Califormdanerican Progress. "The reality is if you look at to- children raised in those homes. Maggie Gallagher; a co
New York, and Texas. Recently, Florida stopped en-day's modern families, they come in all shapes and founder of the National Organization for Marriage,
forcing its strict ban on adoptions by gay people, and sizes," said Jennifer Chrisler, executive director of Famhich opposes legalization of saisex marriage, said a
the Arkansas Supreme Court struck down a voter iy Equality Council. "The laws and policies we have iohange in the federal marriage law would not better
approved measure to bar sarsex and unmarried place haven't kept pace with that changing reality," sherotect children. Marriage between a man and woman
cohabitating coupl es f r osad. ddestpnatedrtvgp millionaHildren aré eingoraisedst,protacts ahildren by having a mother and father in
tion was often an option only for wealthy gay families in such households, the report said. They live in 96 the same family, she said.

who could afford to adopt internationally or to pay a percent of U.S. counties in racially and ethnically diverse

surrogate, 6 reports t he félies,itsad Theimchildren arg asyhappypheaitiyensl t o

adopt from foster care, where healthcare and college gell-adjusted as their peers raised by heterosexual

- 0OA |l ot of kids get harassed at our school because
N CAMPU theydre gay or they have gay friends, and we just
. ) v’ N space where we can all support each other and do
e Sl 2 something positive, 6 Sigler said Wednesday, accor ¢
to the American Civil Liberties Union, which is assisting
TN school trends lightly on dress code after anti Sigler and other students form GSA On Sept. 27, Sigler

wore the shirt in protest. He was told to cover up the

shirt, but two days later he wore the shirt again.

That's when Moser came to Sigler's economic class in

the middle of an exam, and demanded that all other

students leave the room, he said. Sigler's sister Jessica

refused to leave. Both siblings said Moser grabbed

Chris's arm, shoved him against a wall, and ehest

bumped him several times, while asking, "Who's the big

man now?" The attack ended when Sigler's mother

arrived at the school to find Moser leaning over her

son, shouting in his face. Moser eventually agreed not

to formally suspend Chris, stipulating that the student

leave the school grounds for the remainder of the day.

According to the ACLU, public high school students

have a First Amendment right to express themselves

through clothing, as long as the messages they send do

The Monroe County Board of Education in Tennesseen ot cause a Osubstanti al di sruptiondé to instructic
is reviewing its dress code after high school student school. Students also may not be censored by teachers

Chris Sigler was allegedly harassed by his principal fand administrators based on the content of their opin-

wearing atshirt that read, "Gay Straight Alliance: ions or statements. OWhile itds encouraging that t
We've Got Your Back" in support of establishing a GSgehool district has vowed to review its dress code,

at his school. Earlier this year, Sigler and other stu- Sequoyah High School still lacks a safe place where

dents collected 150 signatures on a petition to form a LGBT students and their peers can gather to support

club at Sequoyah High School in Madisonville, Tenn,bub c h ot her , 6 said Amanda Goad, st
a countergroup of students started circulatingtheir ACLU LGBT Project. 0The events of
own petition against the GSA. Principal Maurice Moseshow that the need for a GSA is greater than ever, and

then announced that any students discussing the GSAhat the school needs to take seriously its obligation to

on school grounds would face punishment. Students pr ot ect al | students from harassment and bullying.
were also told they could not form the club without a

faculty sponsor. Several teachers initially stepped for-

ward with interest in sponsoring the club, but they all

withdrew their interest after a meeting with Moser.

-gay harassment by teacher
B -
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