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Fall proves to be a busy time, offers many opportunities for you to become involved!

As the last of the boxes are being unpacked at our new Equality House, there are some other less strenuous ways thaisgjsgpport YOUR community center.

National Coming Out Day is Tuesday October 11th, (see commentary on page 2, and details on events on pages 4 and Rsémththgenerosity of Theatre West, we
have the opportunity to turn this day of observance into a 5 days of fundraising, with very little work! First everyskedisosattend, (and take friends and family), to at

|l east one of the performances of o0The Only Thing Wor s, dhatasonizdakéddootisdoviestoT o |

sale at each performance. Last monthds o0Benefit Di nspahetandmetnew frigndse Fot Oce-u C ¢
ber Donna will be heading up the monthly o0Benefit Di madoeatiohof$HsréequeSiedt Splakiriglnf)
Hal |l oween, we will offer 3 nights (Fri Oct 21, Wed OctArdGesteddanationdfehb get®yotia 2 9 )

double feature movie, pizza, popcorn, and soda. This is one deal not to be scared of. And if Halloween is your thyog, whiéwant to come by with your group to

have your photographs taken by the professionals from Jasangas Photography, they will be offering photo packages aB®ddodtiad=quality House. While we are
piecing together a few small scale fundraiser to keep Equality House afloat, we need to continue our efforts to builé ofipbesons who have committed to a monthly
pledge of support. Since our move out on our own this support is even more vital to our keeping the doors of EqualitydpenseéEven YOUR $10 a month something
we can really use, please think about what having a community center that is guided, operated, and funded solely by émbmal @ GBT Community means to you
and to Pensacola. You can find the pledge form on page 6. If you just can not afford to contribute any money there avaysttypu can demonstrate your support. The

new independence of the Equality House has i ncr eas edrebger andthat al wiHoeame byare madé e ¢
to feel welcomed, safe, and comfortable. Our newly formed Equality House Advisory Team is in the process of reviewgsgopiolitire we go forward in a thoughtful
manner, they have also begun forming o0crewsd6 to assarcft dwnridlyod mhitsal i meod od

of our Oomaintenance, 6 oOactivity, 6 or ofundraisingéngtoewbroafileyopaprieftiepat k
Project of Northwest Florida,é and our effort to g¢eantpojectAhad®lbeputomdthedack @indri s |
the last few months, now that things are settling down to a new normal Gay Grassroots is looking for assistance in meeaitigofoithese efforts. And while this is fall,
spring is fast approaching when you have a week | ontgbegilieeamestaight naWr RAs Y& can Seey |
there really is a lot of options for you to demonstrate your support of Gay Grassroots, Equality House, PensacolaPRIDifyavelymeach of them contribute to a better
quality of life for our local LGBT persons. We have struggled to get where we are, you can help make the road aheadraquiheh sne.

Theatre West Presenis Live On Stage, in observance of

National Coming Out Day,
the off Broadway show

oThe Only Thing

You Coul d Have
Tickets are $15, Theatre West is

° _ .
— =wmeee donating $5 of each ticket Gay

inake you latigh aad e¥ Now York Times

samaimwerst P Grassroots sales to the Equality

October 8"-g* Friday - Saturday |
October 14"-16" Friday - Sunday H ouse!

7:30 pm Evening Shows and 2:00 pm Sunday Mstinses DETAILS ON pAGE 6
Everyone iIs invited to take our o

survey where you can also give your suggestions at:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/XFRZSHC.

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Coming Out, a journey | postponed far too long
A S I E // I was how can | live knowing that | was the reason for suff and put it off, until the day before dad was to come
Do

‘dl’fth much pain in my parents life. | had spent my adolesceoivn. | called him on the phone. | soon called mom,
years preparing myself for and guarding againstapossis t hey were sti || in the
ol f I could turn back t ibeeefectionmdmredl wasakdeltoypush alawm piewerl o | chi ydur momoé before you
Cher, at least for gay men of my age. In her song shenowed grass, since | could get a job washing dishes bnd dad said they already knew. | was told well you
says more than once, 0/l dhddadob. |saved alllmy eafniags. |pought my own know that yaur auht seandso or your uncle seandso
long in my life | tried to do all | could do for everyone clothes, | rented my band interment, | paid for all my is lesbian or gay. No | did not! Mom and dad put a
but myself. You see | wsahpoldctivities) y bouglt chy 13t@aF, $ serii myfsaif to good gameefad on,yand life when on. Our family had

came out in any meaningful way. Kind of shocking tocollege. | spent years to take away the ammunition oo many secrets. My life would have been so much
learn about someone who seems to be consideredamy par ents being abl e t oeasenifyl had knewfthateargay arllesbianiteadoh bad dob
oreal activist role modeylodu,byy omadnwe ogf o nteh ea npde odpd nkdled bumfaesily ttee. | then told my sBtartand brothes s
spect. Well. if | could turn back time, | would... but forone that really got wounded. In my effort to keep my that | would like to make sure that any nieces or
myself. secret from my parents | also kept everything else  nephew | might come to have (their kids) would grow
about me from my parents. It took less effort and up knowing that their uncle Doug was gay. They were
Growing up in a very small rural town (population energy when | was away from them. | never let them okay with that. Over the years Mom became very okay
1.200), being the eldest child, and having 4 grandpar-know when a school concert, art show, or play was. lin all ways with me being gay, Dad included my partners
ents, 2 great grand parents, and 6 aunts and uncles never let them know when the Boy Scout court of in holiday, etc, but remained cold and distant, until the
living within 1 1/2 mile of my house, | grew up knowingronor was held, | never let them know when | was  shit hit the fan.
all eyes and ears were focused on my every move. going to get any kind of award or recognition at school
More than that, | feared that somehow even actions or church. | did not let them help me move to off to About 8 years ago | came across a story on CNN that
that | was able to stop before they took place would college. My mom did catch me as | was driving out ofthe county | grew up in was trying to make it illegal for
somehow be picked up on. | spent every waking mo-the drive way to ask if | had taken my magazines, (yegays or lesbians to live there. A high school student
ment, from the age of 8 (the age that | knew somethinpe magazines that were under my mattress) since myvas going to stage a demonstration In support of LGBT

was different about me) to the age of 18 (the age thatyounger brother would be moving into my room. |  rights. | was going to go back home and give a address
moved away to college) in fear that my almost obses-answered yes, floored the gas, and we never spoke oét the event. My dad found out and called to tell me it
sive, and certainly suffocating, efforts to guard every them again. My years of college presented my first was ti me that | oOchoose m

gesture | made, every word | said, every piece of clottiaste of being true to myself, well at least partially. Th&hat this was going on where he lived and it was noth-
ing | wore, every tv show | watched, every record | 1st two years | represented myself as bisexual, that wiag | should be concerned with or involved in. | knew
played, every book or magazine | read, and well you gey peers might be able to at least think that there waghat this was a chance for me to make a difference for
the picture, would not reveal who | was. At the age ofome sense of normalcy about me. While this pro- young kids that lived where | grew up and might have

13, | remember becoming quite panicked when | vided me at least some breathing room at school, | wake same family dynamics going on. | told him I did not
learned that a broken arm would cause me to go undegtill in the closet to my family. have to make a choice, both had come together fine for
general anesthesieny doctor had after all called it me at long last, but if he had to choose a family that did
otruth serum,o I i ved Whennmylyoomger sistet gpatiuated frpmacollede binel Indt includeime so bé ito Fhung up, but went and made
weeks waiting for someone to confront me on some- went to work and travel in Europe, | decided to go  my speech and was on the front page of the local paper,
one | had said while under sedation. spend 2 weeks with her and come out to her. This wagnd we did not talk for 2 years. It seemed to me that
she would be oversees and if the news troubled her sheeryone he presented as feeling | was tearing apart
Notice that | said 0wh o 6woadndtbeablé tospredday secret. | lava sy sisteras elaing better than | had expected. My sister and

under this all encompassing fear | knew | was a who awith all my heart, then and now, but this was a big  brother were behind me, my remaining 2 grandmothers

not a what, but | felt the cost of that being known wassecret. | came back home without telling her, | just and aunts and uncles (all of whom | had always known

too great. could not bring myself to do it, what if she was hurt, to be what anyone would call conservative) provided
disappointed in her big brother, or felt that | had not me great comfort and hospitality during the time of

| always saw going off to college at the light at the endrusted her for so many years. It was her that finally estrangement from my dad.

of the tunnel. My heart is torn apart thinking of all thetold me she already knew, when she was getting mar-

kids that dondét have s o nriedsheiwnote msa letter ara told methahshenwishedad arid d have agreed to disagree. | now at least visit

The very 1st week at college | set up an appointment tavould someday find the same happiness she had him when | go home, but most often say at my grand-

see a therapist (being a student, | now had access to found. Not to worry all was good betweenus,and mot her s . Dad and | were
free mental health services on campus.) | was a wreckpuld always be so. is really close to anyone, but we are less close now.
I thought if | go into the office without closing the door But | am trying to be okay with that.

behind me it would look like | was not taking things | could expect this more easily from a sibling than a
seriously, if | closed the door behind me | must be  parent, a sister had not spent a lifetime raising me. Todo not know if coming out earlier would have had any
wanting to hind something. When | was called back Idisappoint a sister was one thing, but a parent. It waseffect on anyone else in my family, but it would have
asked if the door should be closed or left open, my 16 years before | came out to my parents, and it had had a tremendous effect on me. Hours, days, weeks,
therapist told me 0what enotBing tordawitievgantipgaafinalydenforeest tith b Imen¢hs, and years of my life were robed of so much
After being reassured that this was not something | wésem, after all | had spent 4 years in college mental joy. | do not begin to pretend that | know who the
being tested on (years of calculations had made me health role playing and planning the best methodof uni ver se wor ks, and | don
question everything) we got done to work. coming out to them. All that professional help and timam at know is completely dependant on what my past
could not get me over the fear of being the cause of has been. | am truly happy were | am now, | have a
After taking a survey of about 200 questions, my thergain for my parents. Again not how | would feel if thepassion for what | do in career and life, | have a won-
pist seemed puzzled. She said that she had very littledisowned me, but how they would feel. The guilt of derful partner, and | have for the vast part a completely
experience with gay issues (this was 1982 and still mding the cause of such pain in their life was still too wonderful family.
of the mental health field was still in the dark ages  much for me to handle.
about LGBT issues.) She told me that she had never Yes, if | could turn back time | would, but | would do it
had anyone test so high in self esteem and self assurit was not until | moved to Florida, was in a long term all for me. | would have not spent 35 years in the
ance and asked me why was | wanting to change fromelationship (or at least | thought it would be long terncloset. | know coming out earlier would have been a
being gay? | told her right real fast that it was not abduvas a bad judge of character), and had purchased abetter start to my life. | would not choose to be any-
changing myself, it was about how | was going to deahome that | was forced to come out to my parents. Mwhere but where | am right now, but | sure would have
with being the cause of so much pain, probably the dad and his new wife (my parents had since divorced)iked to have had a better time getting here. If you have
most pain ever, that my patents would feel when theywere going to come down and visit. | felt like | had to family or friends that you even remotely think might be
learned | was gay. let dad know what he was walking into, a home ownedtruggling like | was when | was a kid, please let them
my myself and my partner. | had long kept myselfintkenow i t s okay, theydre o
It was not a question of how | would feel if | was dis- closet, but | would not force my partner in the closet. |
owned or any question about how honestly would could not ask that he sleep in another room, | could In Pride.
change the way | was treated or felt, but the question not ask him to be less than he was to me. Still | put itDoug Landreth, Gay Grassroots President

www.GGnwil.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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Gay Grassroots Mission Statement:
To bring together norpartisan activists to advocate for the full
UNDERSTANDING , RESPECT, EQUALITY , andINCLUSION
of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender persons living in Northwest Florida.

FUNDED BY: Membership Dues, Donations, & Fundraiserjs. | STANDING COMMITTEES: Membership, Nominating,
Fundraising, Advocacy, Response, Social, & Publicity.

RULED BY: An Elected Governance Board

20rograim of CAY GRASSROOTS

Equality House Mission Statement:

To provide a safe, comfortable, and welcoming space
to serve as the social, educational, resource, and
networking hub for the Pensacola area LGBT an event produced by GAY GRASSROOTS
Community. Operation of the Equality House is PensacolaPRIDE Mission Statement:
directed and carried out solely by members of the local 1o celebrate and Promote the history, courage,
LGBT community who share our common goals.  diversity and worth of the Pensacola area Gay, Lesbian

FUNDED BY: Monthly Pledges, One Time Gifts, & Fundraigers. Blsexual’ a”q Transgender Persons md“{ldua"y
and collectively as the LGBT Community.

GUIDED BY: An Elected Advisory Team.

FUNDED BY: Program Advertisements, Vendor Fees,
STANDING CREWS: Maintenance, Hospitality, Activity, & Merchandise Sales, Sponsors, Donors & Fundraisers.
Fundraising.

GUIDED BY: An Elected Steering Committee.

| k h STANDING COMMITTEES: Events, Program, Publicity, Festival
p ease ta e t . e Entertainment, Festival Vendor, Festival Logistics, & Fundraising.
on-line Equality

House survey at:

http://www.surveymonkey.com/
SIXFRZSHC

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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"ougsooy SPECIAL EVENT

Public Demonstration & Picnic / Party

/N

Everyone is invited to come OSTAND OUTO6 witl
Tuesday October 11th, at 5pm, at Holy Cross MCC. Please feel free to make signs and banners,
keeping everything in a positive and respectful tone, so that everyone driving by will know why we

STAND are out in force. Afterwards the church will provide a FREE picnic and we will party as the sun

goes down.

OouT

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2011 5PM—7PM

/: T _ w “OUT”SIDE PICNIC & PARTY
= 9 ﬂ - *JOIN IN AS WE CELEBRATE DIVERSITY*
NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY
HOLY CROSS 3130 WEST FAIRFIELD DRIVE - PENSACOLA, FL 32514
METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH (MCC) WWW.HolyCrossMCC.com

National Coming

Al FINDINGS 7P

Coming Out Journey Survey B

Over the last 6 weeks, Gay Grassroots made available an online survey asking questions pertaining to the Coming OufThisimay not a scientific research study,
however the results may be of interest. A total of 63 persons took the brief survey. Gay Grassroots will offer more srtegse f ut ur e as a way t ¢
our | ocal LGBT Community. Here are the findings from our o06Coming Out Jour
At what age did you come out?

12 or Younger = 0%; 139 = 57.9%: 2Q9 = 21.1%,; 3@5 = 21.1%,; 461 = 0%; 62 or Older = 0%

Who did you 1st come out to?
Friend = 57%; Immediate Family = 26.3%; Sex Partner =10.5%; Mental Health Worker = 5.3%
Extended Family, Teacher, &dorker, Medical Provider, and Spiritual Leader each received 0%

How long did you contemplate coming out?
Less than 6 Months = 36.8%; 7 Monfkear = 36.8%;-R Years = 10.5%;-8 Years = 5.2%;-50 Years = 0%; Overl0 Years = 10.5%

How fearful were to come out to this 1st person?
Not at all =42.1%; A Little = 10.5%; Somewhat = 36.8%; Greatly = 5.3%; Extremely = 5.3%

How much better or worse was the response from the 1st person you came out to than anticipated?
Much Better = 36.8%; Better = 21.1%; Somewhat Better = 10.5%; As Anticipated = 26.3%; Somewhat Worse = 5.3% Much Worse = 0%

How long before you came out to anyone else after the 1st person you came out to?
Less than 6 Months = 47.4%6IMonths = 42.1%; 6 Montkk Year = 5.3%; Have Not Come Out To Anyone Else = 0%

How out are you?
Out To Everyone = 42.1%; Out To Most = 36.8%; Out To Select Friends or Family = 10.5%; Only Those That Need To Know = 10.5%

Looking back with your current knowledge how would you have changed your coming out journey?

Not At All = 52.6%; Earlier and/or To More People = 36.8%; Later and/or Less People = 10.5%; Would Not Come Out = 0%
In a world where LGBT persons had full equality and there would be no legal discriminations toward LGBT persons, are there an y persons you would
still not come out to?

No, Would Come Out To Everyone = 68.4%; @& orker = 21.1%; Medical Provider = 5.3%;

Immediate Family, Extended Family, Mental Health Provider, and Spiritual Leader each received 0%

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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ey SPECIAL EVENT

i~ Off Broadway show to benefit the Equality House

)
'he“'re weS' Presen's Theatre West continues to bring envelope pushing productions to our

area and community with a limited engagement of the off Broadway

show 0The Only Worse thing You Coul d
week of National Coming Out Day.  Tickets are $15, Five dollars of each

ticket sold by Gay Grassroots will be donated to the new Equality House by Theater
West. Purchase tickets at Holy Cross MCC each Sunday leading up to show dates,
call Doug @ 850 682881, or contact the Theatre West box offigBE SURE

TO MENTION YOU WANT $5 OF EACH TICKET DONATED TO

EQUALITY HOUSE) by calling 850 912087 or by emailing
reservations@sanctuarytheatrewest.com.

Bake goods being sold at the performances will also benefit the Equality House,
(please contact us if you would like to donate baked goods).

Most gay men can probably complete the sentence fragment that is the title of "The
Only Thing Worse You Could Have Told Me. . . .," a very funny, very moving one
man show written by Dan Butler.

It is part of a classic parental response to the announcement of a son's homosexual-
ity, and it has made its way into the repertory of mordant, doubtiged gay jokes.
A spirited goltage of Yet as Mr. Butler has written it, while recounting a conversation one of his charac-
aen and the coflicts  ters had with his father at Christmas, you are forced to consider its implications
A gne mai show phat will that haun! them. anew. After all, as the father in the story says, the qnly thing Worse'his son could
make you laugh and oy New York Times tell him is "that you were dead." Having delivered this bleak pgnch line, Mr. Butler
5l " anlly make goes on, "And | try to think of something clever to say." The silence that follows
bt most alive Q* vibrates with an unspoken, terrifying question: what does it mean to be something
that could elicit that response from a parent?

october slh_glh Friday - Saturday Mr. Butler doesn't say a great deal that hasn't been heard before, but it deserves to

be told again and again. His spectrum of archetypes (from a disarmingly self
octOber 1 4"!_1 6"1 Friday - sunday acce_pting_ jock to a defiantly manr_]ere_d opera_queen) and sit_uations_ (a gay man at-
tending his 20th high school reunion in the Midwest, a boy discovering erotic im-
7:30 pm Evening Shows and 2:00 pm Sunday Matinees pulses in a wrestling match) have shown up in many performance pieces and stand
up routines. Yet Mr. Butler has orchestrated these familiar elements into a re-
markably cleaeyed and human portrait of the existential questions of gay identity

All Seats General Admission $15.00 that is far more than the sum of its parts.

Reservations Strongly Recommended The fact that the author doesn't shy from cliches or the obvious big questions some-

For Reservatione call (850) 912-3087 or email how only underscores the honesty of this work. They remain an inextricable part of
resarvations@sanctuarytheatrewest.com gay life in America. And Mr. Butler invariably finds an empgatbyoking human
pulse in even his most broadly drawn characters. Mr. Butler's first incarnation is,
w E§ YOU MUSI78E SidoeyBoad TY HOUSE significantly, as a straight man, an earthy, gond Charlie in a middelass disco
who is confronted with a longime friend's declaration of homosexuality. Jimmy is
Www.sSancluaryieainemest com Pensacola, FL 32507 actually quite accepting of the news, although slightly stunned.

Jorst off South Bue Angel Farkway

Immediately, the questions start: "So you like guys, huh? Hairy legs and muscles anc
stuff like that?" "How do you decide who does what? Do you flip a coin, or what?" The segment, with its presentationtaidan'©curious take on an unknown world, is
an inspired bridge into what follows, as it becomes increasingly clear that questions about gay life are not the exolusdeeqgiithe uninitiated. The man bound for his
high school reunion wonders why "I'm flattered they still think I'm straight." Another man, contemplating his sleepinghiits érom rhapsody to resentment. And a lock
jawed, closeted professional type with a guarded, blank gaze considers the issue of gay men having unsafe sex andghsK8\heiniall of us at the core are sexually
adolescent, compulsive, weak, depraved?"

It is to Mr. Butler's credit that the audience becomes noticeably uncomfortable with this last character. The charactsteeflismiss him or the legitimacy of his argu-
ments. And this show is by no means about Us and Them. The divisions that exist within are given alternately sardonétiagdite, in scenes that portray an Act Up
member who resents multicultural incursions into the politics of "our disease" and a splendidly neurotic creature whoesddresseen friend who has asked him to tone
down his effeminacy. The common denominator for all the characters is a baffled awareness of how arbitrary and inegpécésb@nle of Mr. Butler's points, obviously, is
that there are as many ways of being gay, there are gay men. He has developed an ekperesiy code of clearcut gestures that flirt with carica-
ture and excessive Puckishness
but never cross those lines.

Watch what he does with an DONOGT FORGET! W e need o]

improbably long purple scarf or

the fantasy of being shot by for- [ each of the benefit show on Sat Oct 8, Sun Oct
mer classmates. The moments JRNESSR-E~ 7 ~  9,Fri Oct 14, Sat Oct 15, and Sun Oct 16, please

somehow both larger than life a =Y Pr L)

ineffably true to it r- call Doug at 850 685 -2881 to sign up, THANKS!
-1/ >

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8528885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY _: X GET ALLTHE FACTS

Opening an Ight community center in Pensacola
historic, and provide new resources and opportul

never available before. You can ensure that the dt{)ors FRI OCT 7TH @ 7PM Or

stay open and more and more programs, activities| and

events are offered by making a monthly pledge of support.  FR| OCT 27TH @ 7PM
|

| will contribute to the monthly operational :ex-
penses of the Equality House with a montllhly

pledge each in the amount of: :
[ 1910 [ ]$15 [ ]1%$25 .
[ 1950 [ ]$75 [ ]$100 !

|

$
Eplease include 1st installment, each monﬂh you
will be sent a invoice)

|

|
and/or i
[

| will support the advocacy mission of Gay}

Grassroots by my paid membershie- - Come learn all there is to know

| desire a membership for:

E ] &40 iy (same hovsehold) . ' about how the Gay Grassroots,

please include full payment, and names f rpensacolaPRlDE and Equallty
membership cards)
'House pieces fit together.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Name(s) lREFRESHMENTS PROVIDED
i if possible please RSVP
|
|
|
I
BECONE A PAID MEMBER
|
|
ci i Gay Grassroots and the Equality House
Y : have greatly increased what
State Zip ! we have going on. To keep up_this pace we
| MUST have more community support.
E-mail ! Without your support, large or small,
| Pensacola will slip back to a area with a less
Phone ( ) ! vibrant Igbt community.
|
|
| AND/OR

The Equality House
18 South Devilliers Street

Pensacola, FL 32502 AKE A M@NT]B Y P LEDG

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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aprogram of GAY GRASSROOTS

50+ Coffee Chat, FREE

Wed Gui 5 & Wed Nov 1, 5

3 Nights of

Game night, FREE

-Spm Fri Oct 20, 7pm

Y
i L
Ll . "]
LY LT
e =) E
A

c at L} 1 |
- i 0!

X |
The 1st Wednesgja_y (_)f each month are set aside as a i ‘_? =T = ; = "éﬁ

time of relaxed visitation for persons 50 years and over. “lanlonl® » Ll ER L)

Come get caught up with old friends or meet new

friends in setting were you can really talk and hear. and new friends.

Potluck dinner, FREE

Fri Oct 13, 7pm

Movie night with pizza, $5 DONATION
Fri Oct 21, Wed Oct 26, & Fri Oct 29, 7pm,

Come bring a side dish or dessert to add to the baked

chicken and rice that will be provided. :

Leading up to Halloween we
featuring some of the
horror flixs. Pizza, popcorn, and sodas will be

provided.

Downtown bike ride, FREE

Sat Oct 15, 10am

Benefit dinner, $5 DONATION

Fri Oct 28. 7
"L e own, own o

\ 4

Now that the weather has begun to cool off there is

not better time to enjoy a leisurely paced bike ride
downtown. We travel the downtown waterfront, the
Palafox street market, and back. We will meet at the
Equal ity House at 10am an

own picnic.©o

Rainbow Blades,the Gay Grassroots newsletter

Potluck & Benefit Dinners,Wine & Cheese Reception
House Bike Ride & Game Night Return!

Bring your favorite game and snack to share with old

will host 3 Movie Nights

0The Best of t he

Come and enjoy a home cooked meal. This month our
Chef is Donna, and while the menu has not been final-
ized you can expect to fin

Everyone is encouraged to come in costume.

FREE

Grand Open Wine & Cheese Reception,
Fri Nov 4, 5 -8pm

OBest 0%* R o \ .

Everyone is invited to our open house reception. We

had originally planned to have this open house on Sat
Oct 15, however that was before the offer of the Thea-
tre West production of 0Th
Could Have Told Me6 fundra
House. So we have found our selves with a little more
time to put the finishing touches on our new home, and
you have more time to invite someone to attend with

you.

your

Display Case Color Printer Patio Furniture
Push Lawn Mower Book Shelves Coffee Table
End Tables LGBT Books LGBT Magazines
LGBT DVDs Games

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502

As we move into our new home, we are in need of the following, any donations would be appreciated.

(8503885

WisH LIST.-

GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Striving to better use facebook
Setting up Equality House for success
Post move allows focus to return to programs

Working toward more streamlined and focused Equality House move complete, time to return Gay Grassroots is working to establish GSA clubs in all
communications with facebook focus to some important programs area high schools. If you are a student, teacher, parent,

) The uncertainty and turmoil during the time leading upr concerned citizen who would like to help insure that
Gnm Wt o Gay Grassrootds deci sourdonalstudentehaye e safettard morke welconing n s i

00"‘8 of Equality House into a community center that was school experience please contact us.
HoATesT Momils——

solely guided, operated, and funded by the local LGBT

Community causes several important programs that PensacolaPRIDE moves to spring, committee
House Gay Grassroots has initiated to be put on the back  members needed now
burner. Now that we have completed this transition we
can focus on getting things back on track. Please con-
sider which of these programs you would like to be a

part of insuring the success of...

aprogram of GAY GRASSROOTS

In an efrort to Improve our
communication via facebook, from now on invitations
and postings will be more tailored to the facebook page
we use. Information about our Gay Grassroots organi-
zation and activities that
posted on the www.facebook.com/
GayGrassrootsNWFL page; information about activities
and events taking place at Equality House will be posted
on the www.facebook.com/EqualityHouseLGBT page;
and information about our PensacolaPRIDE festival will
be posted on the www.facebook.com/PensacolaPRIDE
page. Please take a moment and become a friend to shifts most of the planning work done by committees to
each of the pages that you wish to stay up to date with. the fall and winter thus avoiding the summer distrac-
Gay Grassroots is working to gather a meaningful coltions that have caused conflicts in the past. With this in
Equality House adds structure to insure long lection of LGBT books, videos, and DVDs that can bemind we are asking anyone who is interested in being a
term success housed at the Equality House. The items would be part of the continued growth of PensacolaPRIDE as it
available for individual use or used for presentations. moves to spring to join one of our committees, they
Please consider donating your items so that others maye:
benefit from their information. If you have any contac&vents(all events during the week outside of the festi-
for other individuals or organizations that might have v in the park),
items that we could add to the collection please let usgntertainmentfor the festival in the park),

Vendor (for the festival in the park),
Advertising(for the PensacolaPRIDE program),
Donations(for auctions, raffles, prizes, etc.)
Publicity(creating awareness of all events), and
Logisticgpermits, insurance, etc.).

The next PensacolaPRIDE meeting/isdnesday

October 12th at 7pm.

As PensacolaPRIDE moves to a spring time event this

On Tue Sept 20, a very productive meeting was heal at
Equality House as a seven member Equality House
Advisory Team was selected, and four Equality House Gay Grassroots seeks members for committees
Crews began to take shape. This newly formed advisory

team has already begun work on developing and/or

modifying various policies to insure smooth operation

of the Equality House. This advisory team will also be Gn GAY LESBIAN'BISEXURURTRANSGENDER QUESTIONING ALLIES

consulted by the Gay Grassroots Board of Directors

regarding any issues and/or concerns relating to the Gay Grassroots is seeking LGBT owed or operated
Equality House. Four crews were identified as being businesses that would like to host a after hours LGB
needed at this time, (others may be added as need Business Mixer, at their place of business. This is ou

arises in the future), they aréaintenanceresponsible first step in creating a long desired and needed LGBT—— [\ W@ast Flofida——
for general upkeep of the interior and exterior of the pusiness guild and/or referral system. Please contaci®igy Grassroots is moving forward in a more structured
Equality Housetiospitality responsible for training andi¢ v, \ould like to participate. and thoughtful manner. We are seeking more mem-
scheduling of volunteers staffing the Equality House; ' bers of our local LGBT Community to serve on one or
Activities- responsible for selecting, prepping, schedul- more of our standin mmittees:
ing, and carrying out events taking place at the Equality Mce)n?bc;rgﬁi ssgeké r?e(\:/s m ergwggrss’)

Membershig(

House; and-undraising responsible for building the Nominati i didates for elected off
monthly pledged base and soliciting other monies re- w(re_crw S canaidates lor elected o ices)
Fundraisingraises money to fund mission work)

uired to cover all operation expenses of the Equalit ) .
N P b a y Advocacy(educates and lobbies on issues)

House. WE ARE SEEKING ADDITIONAL " . .
MEMBERS FOR EACH OF THESE IMPOR- Responsédreacts to critical situations)
Socialplans R&R)

TANT CREW, THEY ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE I\
Publicity(works to create more awareness)

SUCCESS OF THE EQUALITY HOUSE. ;
PLEASE LET US KNOW IE YOU WOULD The next Gay Grassroots meeting\igednesday
October 19th at 7pm.

LIKE TO BE ON ONE OF THESE CREWS.

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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Y alloween portraits to benefit Equality House
L& cAL JUICE

PHOTOGRAP HY/L e~ o ' i
PROEsIoNARHENOR &R

PORTRAIT, HX&KAG

The professional photographers of Jasangas Photography will be at the
Equality House on Saturday Evening October 29th to take photos of you
(individual, groups, adults or kids) in your costumes. 50% of sales will be
donated to Equality House.

Packages being offering are as follows:

Package A:  $20.00 =1 8X10 or 1 5X7 (Any Pose)

Package B: $25.00 =1 8X10 + 1 5X7 (Any Pose)

Package C: $30.00 =1 8X10 + 2 5X7 (Any Pose) Or 3 images picked in a CD without Prints
Package D: $40.00 = 1 8X10 + 2 5X7 + 8 Wallets (Any Pose)

Package E: $50.00 =1 CD with ALL IMAGES burned into CD and taken home that night.

Prints will be Printed over -night and delivered back to Equality House for
Pick-up from donors on the next business day. Donors have an option of
opting out from purchasing sheets, and take home the portraits that same
day on CD for $30.00 whereas Donors can print, email or upload images
from their CD on to the Internet or Facebook. CD's do not come with
Prints or Sheets

To see the high quality of Jasangus
www.jasangasphotography.com

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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AROUND Berl e said. 0The coupl e sAClhcase lwihgs thanhes to enprove treatt om t h e
of DOMA pay taxes, raise children, and contribute to ment of LGBT persons by police force
their communities. o The ACLU of Florida has reached a settlement in a
F Lo RI D lawsuit against the City of Miami Beach and two Miami
2 Florida anti -gay leaders tapped to help Rick Beach police officers on behalf of Harold Strickland, a
Perryds presidenti al c angaaarngenMiami Beach resident wrongfully arrested in

Florida congresswoman becomes 1st GOP
leader to fight DOMA

Y March 2009 in retaliation for calling 911 to report that

two Miami Beach police officers were beating and kick-

ing a man who lay handcuffed on the ground near Fla-

mi ngo Par k. O0For years, t

ports about two systemic problems with the Miami

Beach police: the harassment of gay men in and around

Flamingo Park, and the retaliation against persons re-

porting police misconduct,

Staff Attorney Shelbi Day .

settlement marks a turning point for the City of Miami

Beach in seriously address

The settlement reached requires the City of Miami

Beach to pay Harold Strickland $75,000 which includes

attorneysd fees, as well a
. - the reporting of police misconduct. The city will also

To help win him the Republican nomination, Rick Periynplement specific trainings for new police officers

is joining forces in Florida with the evangelical leader addressing the harassment of gay men by police in and

Rep. lleana Relsehtinen, the South Florida GOP con- who ushered in a samgex marriage ban in that state iraround Flamingo Park, as well as the rights of citizens to

gresswoman who Friday, Sept 27, becaméfitisein 2008. John Stemberger, (right), president of the Floridacument police behavior. In March 2009, Strickland

her party to cosponsor the Respect for Marriage Act Family Policy Council, which claims about 65,000 Flowas walking in South Beach and talking to his sister on

oOhas joined the dar k si drians as s falowers isow patt of Parg'sc o r d i higcelt phond when he saw two mérundercover

antigay group Family Research Council. -Ras h t i rleadedskip team" and will serve as cochairman of hisMiami Beach police officers Frankly Forte and Eliut

cosponsorship of the bill, which would repeal the De- effort to win a straw poll in the state. Perry also nametiazzid chase, tackle, and beat a young gay Hispanic

fense of Marriage Act, passed in 1996, is not her first Pam Olsen, (left), to the team. She is on record as  man in a parking lot next to Flamingo Park. Strickland

foray into pro-LGBT legislation. But it nevertheless  warning that sameex marriage and ordination of gay hung up with his sister and called 911 to report the

drew the ire of FRC, designated a hate group by the priests could lead to floods, fires, and tornadoes. attack. When the officers saw Mr. Strickland, they

Southern Poverty Law Center for its relentless antigayStemberger's endorsement has been featured ina  approached him, took his cell phone, and arrested him

spin and perpetuation of flawed research on LGBT mailerto voters. As the former state chairman of the on charges of loitering and prowling and claimed he was

people. Per itsvebsite FRC officials wrote of Res Florida4dMarriage.org campaign for a constitutional  trying to break into car$ a claim refuted by Strick-

Lehtinends decision t o bamendmestbanting sais&bnartiageHItembeegerc banddés 911 cal | . On the wa

sponsor of the Respect faogued tia gay paergseare Afertorto stralght eness ©=fs Hazzi and Forte hurled afgay epithets at a hand-

leadership has done a lot to protect marriage, mostly "A super majority of Floridians believe, and the re-  cuffed Mr. Strickland and suggested that he could be

by appointing a tomotch lawyer to defend DOMA in  search clearly indicates, that children do bestwhen made t o odi sappear. 6 The

the courts after the Obama administration refused to. raised by a mom and a dad," seidin 2007, spreading lawsuit on behalf of Mr. Strickland against the City of

However, having a member of the Republican leader-false information that was most recently debunked = Miami Beach and the officers on November 29, 2010.

ship undermine everything they're doing on the mar- quite publicly by Sen. Al Franken during a Senate heas-Har ol d St r i ckl and shoul d

riage issue sends the wrong message, especially wheng on the Defense of Marriage Act. Tom Minneryofi t y and courage in the fac

her current actions specifically target Christian servicdcus on the Family, which works with the Florida cooper ating attorney Ray T

Is the Republican Party ready to be turned into a partyramily Policy Council, had claimed during histestimonya | | t o t odayds settl ement

that sacrifices religious liberty on the altar of unre-  that a 2010 government study proved oppossex duty to right a wrong and stop the abuse of power. The

strained sexual | i cens e ?parentskBffRiChe hestervironneent fot rdisang chilrenrk e s son from todayds settl e

Lehtinen, chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee,is 01 snét it true, Mr . -skki n naegrey,, ytohuatc aan maarkre ead , d isfafneer

onever a big fan of f amicbupletha lmahadsodadaptedkidsveonidfall nnder dmdmgetihe changes mandated by this settlement is the

support for other LGBT legislation, including abilto t he def i ni ti on of a & n u cinclasion of iea mainingy/lahguage fortMiei Bsathu d y

open up more homes to foster youth by banningant-ci t e?6 asked Franken. pool | iwcoeu | odf ftihci enrks ,t hiantc Ituhdei nsgt

gay discrimination by adoption and foster care serviceshen it cites a nuclear families, would mean a family prohibiting or punishing a citizen from observing, docu-

receiving federal funds (known as tBegery ChildDe- headed by a husband and menftei,nég ,Mionrn erreyp orretpilnige da p o

serves a Family Acthe bill currently has 69 House doesndt, 6 Franken r epl i etlkeFifst Améntdnyent ofthe Uniteal Gtgtds Constitu-T h e

cosponsors; a Senate version has yet to be introducedgfines a nuclear family as one or more children living i on . 6 0The most i mporta

RosLehtinenwho has a transgender sphas been with two parents who are married to one another, andnight has been that someone had to be held responsible

roundly praised elsewhere for stepping out in favor ofare each biological or adoptive parents to all the chil- for what was happening in the city that used to be my

the bill as a Republicdad House advisory groupde- dr en in the family. And hlonfer,atn ksltya tdeodn 63t rriecakl Il ayn dk.n ¢

fends DOMA in multipl e Ilwegacanchtarlu setn gtehse. r edsRo so f goiygdhuough whatshappemsal to yne forfthe gitpta 6 r e

Lehtinen can be the bridge that turns fear intocompas-ng st udi es t h e sodd TheMignsi. 6s t a rStt etnmabkeirngge rt hi s probl em

sion, hakhearted acceptance into an unconditional  Heraldthat he'd opted to endorse Perry over Michele af t er t odayds settl ement i

embrace, 6 Fabi ol a Ymadfori aBjaoc hwmaontne aifnt ear Ftrriydianyg t oa ¢g'adient.ed nOfnfei cwehrosd sF ovri taeb | aen. d'

The Miami Herald. Her r ol e i s a wé&Percydsmat aperfect gandidatd," he said. &Ve only department.

and rare leadership, and her change of heart on gay had one perfect candidate and we crucified him 2,000

marriage is also a story about what our children teachyears ago." In a video Olsen, who is founder of the

us about humanity. 6 Chr iFotida Brayer Bletwotk,enocketl &getancg"azar e cut i v e

director of the Log Cabin Republicans, tdlitie Advo- excuse for "forgetting God's word completely.” "You

catei n response to FRCO0s ploevwhat, Gadlcsma one thas isvgpingatawink at €mg' n a

RosLehtinen is and has always been a staunch ally f@he warns. "He will come and shake everything that can

all families, whether they be in Florida, throughout thebe shaken. God is a god of judgment."” She sees a con-

United States or across the globe. The Family Reseaméction between natural disasters and the Episcopal

Council or anyoned8s st atGChund'sdecisiomto drdaia gag miests.r'lfeanypodyi s r i di cu -

l ous and clearly a des p elookstatehe pelveaad hasjust seerwhat's leenthap- 6 0By

co-sponsoring the Respect for Marriage Act, Ros pening recently with the floods the fires the tornadoes,

Lehtinen is standing up for all families and promoting God is shaking, yeah."

the core, conservative values of | imited government, 0

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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violated Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage Act. Thenent was announced today in the case of Vanessa Ad-
o U R A M E RI ‘ A Pentagon guidance comes on the same day as the reams, an inmate at the Butner Federal Correctional
Wil i teid it wris

tirement of Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Adm.Complex, in Butner, North Carolina. Adams, who was
&M Mi ke Mull en, whose per s odmgnbsedswitpgpnder identftyalisordernvidilé at@ 0 d c
ask, dondt tell 6 gave a Fborida prisoa,ffiledswt orsFebruarg 2412608, afterespee ¢

Walmart adds transgender protections for ment. Appearing before a Senate committee hearing iwas denied medically necessary hormone therapy and
employees February 2010, Mullen testified that he was troubled lpyrevented from otherwise expressing a female gender

a policy that oforces vy oidentty becaese she had nowecenedthisttreatrent e

about who they are in order to defend their fellow prior to her incarceration. The lawsuit was settled, in

Wa I m a rt citizens." Appearing in his final news conference lastpart, with the Bureau of Prisons ending itscalled

week with Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta, Mulleo f r eeze framed policy in w

said of completed o0donbdtwith@ki thelstandard diagnedtid label that tpaersa |
Bentonville, Arkbased WalMart has added gender s really about every man and woman who serves thisindividuals need to get care is kept frozen at the
identity to their list of protected categories for employ-country, every man and woman in uniform, regardlesdevel provided at the time he or she entered the federal
ees. WalMart, the nation's largest retailer, alreadyhas f how t hey defi ne t he msperlivseosn. sAynsdt etno.mo rorBoQW, 6 st hferyet
protections for LGB employees. The additional trans-a | | get up, theyoll al | tqresgender prisanerskin despairdeading eftgndd de- a |
gender protections were praised by the Human Rightslo that work honestly. And their fellow citizens will be pression, suicide attempts, and in many cases, serious
Campaign. OWhat matters sianf e hfer omo rhkaprlna.c eAnds thhoawt s@ydoaia Iml, talsatwarse dlhley cmastet avi ¢
do your job, not your gender identity or sexual orienta- L. Levi, Transgender Rights Project Director for Gay &
tion, 6 HRC President J o ePreSideht @lmamagiae that @RADTrepeated laut p r eeslian Advocates & Defende.n Adams & ca
rel ease. O0As the nat i on dworkdagaingt kasktpayor dusted seevicee mp | o hasl not recéfeet! treatment for GID before being incar-
Mart shows that doing the right thing is also good for members cerated, so the BOP refused to provide her with medi-
business. We urge them to continue to move forward Although the ban on openly gay troops has been lifted;ally necessary care even though its own doctors diag-
by ensuring all of their LGBT employees receive equahe Obama administration has been arguing in court nosed her with GID, told her about treatments options
benefits. ¢ against a lawsuit which seeks full severance pay for for GID, and recognized the seriousness of her medical

those sacked under the law. The American Civil LibereonditionO 0 We appl aud the BOP f
After debate Military Chaplains allowed to ties Union is working on behalf of a former Air Force unfair policy that has denied medically necessary care to
officiate at same gender weddings staff sergeant and 142 former troops who received onfgany people. We hope that other state and county
half of their expected severance pay after theywere pri son systems will foll ow
fired for being gay. The Justice Department has askedliscriminatory policies that are based on bias rather
the US Court of Federal Claims to dismiss thecase. t han medi cal need, 6 said J
However, Judge Christine Odell Cook Miller said she ney at the National Center for Lesbian Righ@The
was inclined to allow it to continue, Associated PressBOPds r esul ting memor andum
reports. The military grants severance pay which canfederal prison cheifs, all individuals in the prison system
be halved by a number of conditions. These include who have been diagnosed with GID, as well as to the
discharge on the basis of homosexuality and unsuccessedical staff treating these prisoners, instructed that
ful drug or alcohol addiction treatment. Accordingto 0 i nmates in the custody of
the ACLU, the policy of denying gay troops full sever-diagnosis of GID will receive a current individualized
ance pay is unconstitutional. The case was brought bgssessment and evaluation. Treatment options will not
former Air Force Staff Sgt Richard Collins, who was be precluded solely due to level of services received, or
discharged in 2006 after two civilians he workedwithl ack of services, prior to
e weee  S@W him kiss his boyfriend on the cheek whilediify  cepted standards of care will be used as a reference for
After months of legal review, the Department of De- ten miles away from their base. He expectedtobe devel opi ng t h@Oittriermg mMBQRG
fense announced Friday, Sept 30, that military chaplapaid $25,702 after his discharge but received just  tently callous conduct toward Adams, the fact that BOP
may officiate in samgex wedding ceremonies of ser- $12,351. While the Obama administration is not de- could stop her treatment at any time, and that BOP did
vice members in states where gay marriage is legal. fending the policy, it says that courts cannot rewrite not disavow its policy, Federal District Court Judge
Such ceremonies can be performed on military basesmilitary regulations. Joshua Block, a staff attorney forJoseph L. Tauro sent the case to mediation this sum-
officials wrote in a memorandum. In connectionwitht he ACL U, sai d: 0The govneerrnmewhti cihs et voeon teunablalryr alsesde c
repeal of "don't ask, don't tell," Under Secretary of  to defend the constitutionality of its policy in open Adams was represented by Gay & Lesbian Advocates &
Defense for Personnel and Readiness Clifford L. Stanteyrt, so it is inventing new reasons to deny these  Defenders, Florida Institutional Legal Services, the Na-
wrote in the DoD memo: "A military chaplain may service members just i ce.tonaTanesfea Lesban Righta, BisghasnevicQuieteen t |
participate in or officiate any private ceremony, country honorably and deserve the full recognition andlLP, and Allyson Kurker. Cassandra Capobianco of
whether on or off a military installation, provided that benefits that are afforded to other service members. F1 or i da I nstitutional Lega
the ceremony is not prohibited by applicable state andrhe sums they seek are small to the military, butmake nl 'y f or Vanessads health
local law. Further, a chaplain is not required to partici-a huge difference when readjusting to civilian f e . @ t her pri soners that BWP&s
pate in or officiate a private ceremony if doing so would
be in variance with the tenets of his or her religion or Transgender activists celebrate huge federal
personal beliefs. Final Ipyisonvigtoryni | i t ary chaplainds participa-
tion does not constitute an endorsement of the cere-
mony by DoD. Also released by the Pentagon Friday
a Sept. 21 facilities memo signed by DoD general co
sel Jeh Johnson, who wrote that "military facilities for
private functions, including religious and other ceremq
nies, should be made on a 'sexoakntation neutral’
basis, provided such use is not prohibited by applicab
state and local laws." The guidance concurs with a
previous decision by Navy Chief of Chaplains Rear
Adm. Mark L. Tidd, who in April clarified upon the
advice of legal counsel that individual chaplains woulge
therefore be permittedi and expressly not obligated
fi to officiate weddings for gay and lesbian service
members at base facilities in states that allow marriag
for samesex couples, Tidd wrote. However, Tidd
suspended his own guidance pending Pentagon legalA lawsuit by a former Federal Bureau of Prisons inmate
review; social conservative groups and a group of 63 resulted in a settlement that will dramatically change
House Republicans had blasted his guidance, claimingaw the feds deal with transgender prisoners. A settle-

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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Di seases. 0 The 1 nt er n a tbeiogrplayed. Thé raggosty of theparty goersiwwere f D
(ICD) serves as a global reference on physicalandmeéne s cr i bed as being Ohomose
tal troubles. Until 1990, the ICD also classified homo-s pokesper son. o0The team fo
sexuality as a mental illness. The list is currently undewere behaving in an indecent manner as defined under
reviewfi the next version should be finalized in 2015the Bombay Police Act so they were detained and
0Transgender identiti es aakedtopayaifihelof 120D Rgpeed @bood $25E.S. me r
di sorder by the Worl d HedadlItlha rGsr)g aena czha,t & osna i6d sPariadt a
Dutch Member of the European Parliament (MEP)  sioner of the Oshiwara police. The party organizers,
Emine Bozkurt, author o fShardjJogani ans Saleent Sira), and DDBRbai were an-u <
changed urgently, and certainly by the time the next rested, and later released on bail. Bobby Darling told
version comes into eff ecrteponr t2e0rls5,. 601 0jTursatn swgeenntd etro
ple wishing to live in a body that matches their identityon a professional level and charged for it. | was not

are of course entitled to medical treatment and its ~ aware it was a gay party. | did not see any form of inde-
benefits, but the negative stigma surroundingthemmase nt behavi or é | doubt th
stop, 6 she said. ME P Ras¢u ¢ hR oantetviao ni hRaude diat, nsoati db et et
classifying transgender apestBpbbyeDarling. Amleva charded him for Indecent m e
they are not free to decide for themselves, and are  behavior. He was let off in the morning after he paid a

often disrespected by the medical profession, their bai | of 12,500 Rupees, 6 sa
‘ empl oyers and their f amiMoreefshe Oshiwara Police. Police actions in Mumbai
4 \ and its suburbs are facing increasing backlash over
1 Berlin elects gay mayor for 3rd term enforcing what some see as draconian statues that

Three men were hanged in Iran on Sunday, Sept 4, The mayor of the German capital city has been re- define some actions including modern forms of dancing
executed for ounl awful 0 etecdadforadhirdterm. KlausiWowareitdwhbbecames e x e ven si mply hol ding han
ual sex. In an interview with the chief spokesman for the first openly gay leader elected to a German politicd July, police raided a popular local night club, arresting
the Oslo, Norwaybased Iran Human Rights Watch st at e of fi ce winning hi s71young petsons dancimg fa what®elicelalsorredesred m
organization, Dr. Mahmood Amirfyloghaddam told 2001, is known for his populist style of leadership fa- to as indecent behavior. That action, where the 71

LGBTQ Natioon Tuesday that his organizatonhas v or ed by the cityds ci t inmgletaub attendeeOnere detainea fors3 hours ainel thent |
confirmed reports by the state run Iranian news ageney| ect i on turnout was at fined88000 apeesreach, Gaugectnem éonake theif B e
ISNA Iran, that six people were hanged in the Karounapproximately 2.5 million eligible voters. Wowereit haprotests online with a Stop Moral Policing page on

prison of Ahvaz (southwest of the Iranian capital city dfeen mentioned as a possible contender as the Socidracebook. The recent actions by the police agencies
Tehran) early Sunday morning Independent knowledge€ mocr at s Partyds candi dasotnd Mimbai prampted orelindianenedialowlet,s h i

able sources in Istanbul, Turkey also verified that the 2013 running against current Chancellor Angela Merkl DTV, t o note, oIl f you 1|k
claims made by the Iranian state run television agencwhose party, the Christian Democratic Union, suffere¢ | ot hes, t hen Mumbai, ofte
were correct. According to the ISNA report, three of another round of Germany wide electoral setbacks hatt an, is not the place f

the executed men were sentenced to death by the  during this election cycle. With the financial crisis in

Ahvaz revolution court , tchoen vE ucrtoepde aonf bnuino na wiiouu nét Reseig oatladsall puklit displaydof ader s hi p ¢
and acts against Sharia, based on the articles 108 anthe German state during the current global recession-homosexuality

110 of the Iranian Islamic penal code. Articles 108 amary economic climate is under attack. Germany is A new law outlawing all public displays of homosexual-
110 of the Iranian Islamic Penal code are partofthe Eur opeds strongest e c o n oityynclutingkPiide paraties, has gonecintoseffent nthe
chapter covering the punimporiam political leafler i thesEdropéan Uroon. Arkhangelsk region of Russieports RT.com The
0sodomydé. Article 108 s aQrsi:t iocSso dcohmayr g(eo rt hLaatv aMe) r kineshstrs, wHich was draftéddysseveral ical aptivish t e
sexual intercour se bet weherpolitna standing msidd Geamanyj ratheraharitdki@ogasizatioss:and religious groups, is being championed
opuni shment for sodomy ibsld, kskthking actigns to rebcae the Eld aurreacy j mdsgvigorously by the Russian Orthodox Church.
decides on how to carry zonetHowevee thatwolld meanginking mofetGermanédh | pri ests know that the
were identified as: 0M. nioneyintoan évededpenig econamicaubn that h thdugh sinful homosexual experience are empty and
ages were given) and in addition to being convicted ofSerman voters have thus far shown an antipathyforrd e s per at e, 6 sai d Vsevol od
sodomy, were also convicted of the offenses of kidnajWowereit, an outspoken critic of the Merkel led coali- Orthodox Church PR department, who added, "And it

ping and robbery. Condemning the executions, Dr. tion government, stated that a partnership with the s this insecurity in a minutlong pleasure that forces
Amiry-Moghaddam, sai d, 0ex eG@reensiPartymight be possible,dayingyit wasi g h tthese spiritually unhealthy people to hold marches and

be among the rare cases were the Iranian authorites0 i mpor t ant that they conoet hoeurt punb Ifiacv odre noof n sptorlaittiiocns
admit to having executed men convicted of homosexualor development, progress, and change rather thanraan of late. t¢ has appeared on Ekho Moskvy ratio
acts. o Ol ranian aut horsittaleesmantoer.méa !l | yT hper eSReh ta natkisthat deedRessiahgaverameptremavg @accia s u p -
as rape, but rape as n o tporbfer boosting the duro ponechdilout fund fortcaus- Marguezis "Ode Hundred Years of Solitude" and Viadi-
Amiry-Moghaddam added, and warned of a new waveries like Greece in a crucial vote in parliament vote omir Nabokov's "Lolita" from high school classrooms

of executions scheduled for the coming weeks in IranSeptember 29, when Chancellor Merkel may face a because the books "romanticize perverted passions that

0OAfter a short break i n reéevbltdromrenxoe ewoscepticmemiekng ef the aurrent imake people yinhappy.” He also asserted the acclaimed
month of Ramadan, we have received reports about coal i t i on. 0l am happy nbwlsjbstfiedgpedgphibac’'@bvioublye thenpapularizan a |
many scheduled executions in the comingdaysand t ai | wi nd, 6 sai d Wower ei ttionditmeseaxgvels imsshodfs avill moentake lwur soti-e d

weeks in |Iran, 6 he sai d.winaila thiyd fiekar terin with 8 2812 patcent shateete moeeenorally happy,” he said. Sadly, the new law
tions are planned to be ocfartrhiee dv ootuet. p uoblln cGeyr. ndba nwoidtsoms asa sheck to many iwRussta. It May neoget ¢
the foundations to unseat this unspeakable coalition, than 30 people, including American "dont ask, don't

World Health Organization asked to no longer and form a Social Democratic government to the beneell" activist Dan Choiywere arrested in Moscowvhile

call transgender a disorder fit of all Ger mans, 6 he astamptidg to stage a Pride parade. Police disrupted the
The European Parliament has petitioned the World event because they say organizers did not have the
Health Organization to cease classifying transgender India police arrest 133 for acting gay proper permits. In October of 2016he European

people as mentally ill, and to eliminate the current  Police in the northern Mumbai suburb of Oshiwara, Court of Human Right$ound that the ban on Pride
classification pf o0gendelrnddiyas pshtoarg eadd aa sr aai do noenn t apdradgsamyiussip \was tinlawfld and wgedtiee aatidn toh
behavioral di sorder 6 i n thelpepulaWweBdva Behch arearearlyaSundaynSept 280w LGGB B pieople to peacefully assemble. The Court
fication of Diseases. In the resolution passed Wednesarresting 133 persons, including transgender Bollywoatsofined the governmen0,000 euros for banning the

day, Sept 28, the language of the text adopted bythef i | m st ar Bobby Dar |l i ng paradexirh280@€00¢,2nd@F08.0i ndecent b e
EU | egislative body r eadisor .06T h eP oHuircoep eaarnr ePsatreld atnmheentpart y6s organi zers, She
calls on the Commission and the World Health Organidogani and Saleem Siraj, for not having obtained requi-

zation to withdraw gender identity disorders from the site permission to serve liquor at the party, while the

list of mental and behavioral disorders, and ensure a DJfi DJ Babafi was arrested for not having a legal

non-pathologizing reclassification in the negotiations ditense to play music. Police had raided the party after

the 11th version of the International Classification of neighbors complained about the loud music that was

www.GGnwil.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Come shop for
treasures and help
PLEASE NOTE THAT UNTILWE rEa;ZITyor;Zyug
HAVE ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEER

HOSTS SIGNED UP AND TRAINED,
THE EQUALITY HOUSE WILL BE
OPERATING ON LIMITED HOURS

(MOST OFTEN ONLY AT TIMES OF

SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES.)

ar Fasel

D.
6PM-8PM 7:30PM
h 7PM . .
5:30PM the Equality House come learn all benefit show for
OPEN will be reserved for | 6:30PM there is to know Equality House, see
persons 50 and come catch up with about how the Ga age 5 for details
alfg%ﬁ;!o’\l above in order to old friends or make Grassroots y pag
o relaxing atmosphere i
bdjeike@mac.com dinner at Panda :‘:;i:j:talgégﬁ:rse
China, 830 E REFRESHMENTS

Gregory Street PROVIDED

DONOT FORGET! we need b
each of the benefit show on Sat Oct 8, Sun Oct
9, Fri Oct 14, Sat Oct 15, and Sun Oct 16, please

call Doug at 850 685 -2881 to sign up, THANKS!

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502

Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests

BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ EqualitsRalse= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House
PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality(Houkse

(85028885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

9 10 15

s

Thing
:m only i Told Me
S. S

Nttty b°°"$€':;-:: E Pu""l"a SIEEL 1 10AM
—. " IDANCING ROUNDTABLE s

. ? s . leisurely paced bike
2:00PM 7:30PM .
benefit show for TODAY IS W mﬁﬂé 7PM ) benefit show for ride around
Equality House, see NATIONAL W come bring aside | Equality House, see |downtown, pack a
page 5 for details COMING this W dish or dessert to page 5 for details lunch to enjoy as we

OUT DAY! come |7PM share with old and picnic after the ride

DONOT

join us as we
0OSTAND OUT

21 MS
at Holy Cross MCC
in a public demon-
stration, party to
follow, details on
page 4

we will discuss fall
nd winter events
at can be used to

raise funds for
PensacolaPRIDE

2012

FORGET!

new friends
BAKED CHICKEN

& RICE PROVIDED

we

need

b

each of the benefit show on Sat Oct 8, Sun Oct
'y 9, Fri Oct 14, Sat Oct 15, and Sun Oct 16, please

call Doug at 850 685 -2881 to sign up, THANKS!

info Brian
850 375-2524

7:30PM
benefit show for

E:quaiity + ouse, sze
page 5 for details

7:30PM
benefit show for

Equality House, see
page 5 for details

Equalty

“Hotrse
ddhvisory tean

7PM
we will complete

forming crews,
review policies, and

discuss fund raising
REFRESHMENTS

PROVIDED

Gl ket
GRASSROOTS

Smreest ok

7PM

we will appoint
standing
committees;
membership;
nominating;
fundraising;
advocacy;
social; and
publicity
REFRESHMENTS
PROVIDED

6 9PM

come play one of
our many games,
or bring your
favorite

FEEL FREE TO
BRING FINGER
FOODS TO

SHARE

7PM
leading up to
Halloween we
will be screening
some of the
Obest
wor sebo
b horror flixs

PIZZA,
POPCORN, &

SODA PROVIDED
$3 DONATION

of
c a

REQUESTED

t he

mp and

www.GGnwfl.com

Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests.
BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ EqualitERalde= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House
PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality(House

friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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23 24 25

gl House

7PM
7PM come learn all 7PM_
leading up to there is to know 7PM leading up to
Halloween we about how the Gay | €Ome enjoy ahome | Halloween we
will be screening  |Grassroots, cooked dinner, will be screenlng
some of the PensacolaPRIDE,  [( d0nOt 'be gyl pfyes

Obest of |anhEgualityHouse te"ai:ggafew ey lsbest of |th

{ b :, ‘(:
wor seod c alpieges fiatagether ) ,
b horror flixs REFRESHMENTS $5 DONATION wor s g 6 camp
PROVIDED REQUESTED b horror flixs
HEETS costumes PIZZA,
POPCORN, &

POPCORN, &
l ]
PHOTOGRAPHY SODA PROVIDED encouraged! SODA PROVIDED
$3 DONATION $3 DONATION
The professional photographers of REQUESTED REQLESTED

Jasangas Photography will be at the
Equality House on Saturday Evening
October 29th to take photos of you

30 NOV 1

N

[ ]
[ ]
6PM-SPM you are invited to
the Equality House our Grand
will be reserved for | 6:30PM _ Opening Open
persons 50 and come catch up with | House (rescheduled

old frie_nds or ma_ke from Oct 15)
new friends at this
affordable buffet
dinner at Panda
China, 830 E

Gregory Street

above in order to
provide them a

relaxing atmosphere

5-8PM

the Equality House
will be reserved for
in youth ages 13 to
18 years in order to
provide them a time
of their own,
supervision will be

provided

Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests.
BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ EqualitERalde= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House
PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality(House

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502 (8508885 GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com
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a position of honor and integrity by a governorwho d o m. ltés a spiritual thin
wants to govern by biblical principles. Roth will serve is why you have the homosexual and gabortion
immediately on an interim basis but his feygar post is feminists remaining silent or actually being apologists
subject to approval by the Oklahoma Senate. They for radical Islam. Hello, they would be the first people

should send him packing." that in an Islamic state that would come under some
|l evel of oppression, why w
Canadian group accuses ethesepeopla?No, betauss theyalkhate JesunClrist
childrené and his followers.o6 I n var
Okla. state legislator and author says claimed that no one is rea
homosexuals are bigger threat to the United PLEASE' Mcwm ME lifestyle, not the person, because there are no such
States than terrorists — humansé; denounced the |1t

said LGBT people are bad employment risks and should
not hold teaching posts or other jobs that bring them
into contact with children.

i

. . GIRL
As the 10th anniversary of the worst terrorist attack on m A « b
American soil approached, an Oklahoma state legislai DON'T TEACH m \F I'M A BOY.
ignited a furor in the gay community by saying while o gy

P . OR TWO SPIRITED
her book tour that homosexuality is a bigger threat to S 5 R B 10 5t 1 5 LA T
America than terrorism. State Rep. Sally Kern wrote SRERRSRE ! e FORCHD V0 TRACK MR CLARQALAL
her book, 0The Stoni ng oArg&waihglCynadas group claimb tat dchiodl equad | At -

tack on Christian Conservatism and WhyWeMust i ty pol i cies are ocorrupting childrendé. The I nstit
Take a Stand, 6 in r esponCasadidn¥alugsranarpad in the NasohaePost this e as h e d

in 2008 when she was recorded leveling a similar attagke e k ur gi ng adults to stop oconfusing childreno6 by
against gays. In that recording, Kern expressed her feadiching them about gay and transgender people.

that school children were being indoctrinated toaccesthe ad, which shows a little girl, says: OPlease!

a gay |lifestyle, that 0sctoundfiuesse sneo.w Dohnadtt ntoe ascohc inget yt of hgaute st i on i f 1 dm a bc
has totally embraced homosexuality has lasted moret r ansexual , transgendered, intersexed or two spiri
than a few decades, 6 an dAppedliagto th@ &adsrs oithertieee major @ntatof  a

threat to the country than terrorists. Therecordng parti es, it continues: OPlease tell me you wil/l st
flew around the Internet and prompted talk show hostteachers to confuse me. | face enough in the world

Ellen DeGeneres to offer Kern a televised phonemesa | r eady . 6 The ad serves to revive | ast yeards 0St c
sage. Kern, the wife of a Baptist minister, was speakinotu pt i ng Chi l drend campaign. According to gay newsfy
about her book in late August with Peter LaBarbera, per Xtra!, the ad wrongly claims that optional sex edu-

president of Americans For Truth about Homosexual-c at i on | essons are mandatory. The National Postds
ity, when she again brought up the gayrorist com- manager of advertising sales, Enzo Loschiavo, told Xtra!

parison. 0You know, 6 s htieat the mdwspaperen&adceivedrplenty oftconfplaitso u j u st

look at it in practical terms, which has destroyed and and would probably not run the ad in future.He said:

ended the life of more people? Terrorism attack heretnwWe obvi ously dondét want to offend anyone, but we

America or HIV/AIDS? In the last 20 years, 15 to 20 also understand that everyone has a freedom of

years, wedve had maybe tshpeeeec ht.edr rTorrainsstg eantdtearc kasc toinv iosutr Chase Joynt has crec
soil with a little over 5,000 people regrettably losing s poof ad in response, which says: OPlease! Dondt i
their lives. In the same time frame, there havebeen me. Teach me to question everything!oé He said: ol

hundreds of thousands who have died because of havitgught it was manipulative to use the face of a small

Al DS. So which one6s thechbiilgdg.e sotwWhtehrree atth?’e0 ad is doing the most damage i s |
only presenting trans identities in any form as invalid

Newpaper calls Obama appointee pervert for and shameful, but also to rely on the education system

being an oOout spoken homotsdssemiadiedhesei es . 6

sTheTulsa Beacpa right wing newspaper that makes

the New York Poktok like The New York Timegaib-  National radio host says gays hate Jesus, and

lished a scathing indictment of Jim Roth, a recent ap-adds she does not think there are any such

pointee to the Oklahoma State Election Board. Roth humans that are gay

was recently appointed by Oklahoma governor Mary It may come as a surprise to LGBT Christians, but

Fallin, who campaigned on her Christian values, accosdcording to rightwing radio host Linda Harvey, gays

ing to theBeaconThe paper claims in an editorialthata nd f emi ni sts ohate Jesus Christ.o6 On a recent brc

Fallin betrayed her campaign promises by appointing cast of herMission: Amerishow commemorating the

Roth, who they call an "outspoken homosexual." "Theanniversary of the 2001 terrorist attacks, Harvey said

election board needs people of integrity, not those whpeople on the left have failed to stand up to what she

live a perverted lifestyle, whether it be homosexualityt er med or adi cal Il sl am. 6 OHow

or heterosexual promiscuity, alcoholism, drug addic- be al i gned with these folks

tion, or a host of other personal problemsigads the  real simple answer, | think, in that the enemy of my

editorial "Undoubtedly, there are homosexuals who enemy is my friend. They all hate the actual Judeo

serve in state government. But someone who is opencChristian heritage and those who uphold it, they hate

about his perverted lifestyle should not be appointed tthe West ... they hate the ideology, they hate the free-

in the worl d
?6 she said. 0 We

www.GGnwfl.com friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL / EqualityHouseLGBT / PensacolaPRIDE
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M‘»T*@P Candt |l esbians safely kiss ol
\ ‘ I(I GOP debate crowd boo gay soldier

Sout hwest says | esbian kiss is not ofamily

friendlyo

‘excessive or not family oriented' by a corporationanda d mi ni strati on, but we wou
its employees. We find it very disturbing that the saméormity with what was happening in the past, which
airline who lauds itself as being LGBT friendlyhas was, sex is not an issue.

s twisted an upsetting incident that happenedintoour Leave it al one, keep it é
behavior being 'too excessive.' The aboveisnotan het er osexual or a homosexu
apology and we are in the process of filingaformal cheered wil dly at Santorum

| complaint with the airline. We hope thatwhenallis pr oved repeal of the o0dond
said and done a greater tolerance without prejudice wilecember 2010, during the lartkick session after the
evolve." elections that swept Republicans into power of the

House of Representatives, but before they had taken
GOP debate crowd boos gay soldier power. Six Republicans voted with Democrats in the

Senate to repeal the policy. The policy took nine

months to repeal and gays and lesbians can publicly
disclose their sexual orientation without fear of being
discharged, as dfiis week. Santorum was asked about
the boos Friday on Fox New
who booed that gay sol dier
serving our country. | thank him for his sercie and |

Two women kicked off a Southwest Airlines flight afte
being reprimanded for kissing insist "it was one, modé
kiss," not the mak@ut session some had speculated
about. Uh Huh Her band mates and girlfriends Leishg

Hailey and Camila Grey lit the blogosphere on fire (a hope heds safe and returns
subsequently mainstream news outlets) Monday whe wel |l . o Santorum said he d
they began tweeting that they were singled out on a debate hall, but Megyn Kelly, one of the Fox modera-
Southwest flight for kissing and then kicked off the tors, did. Santorum said if he had heard the boos, he
plane after complaining about discrimination. Hailey, woul d have o0said doné6t do
who starred onThe L Wordor six seasons, tweeted country. 6 But i thathasgapot |
that a flight attendant told them the airline was a First it was Gov. Rick Perry and the death penalty. Then ght s groups perturbed. S
of amilydéd business and t hitaves Reth Rop Panlard health insutarcg. Ndwits snaemg s hhé dndt be able to s
i

later tweeted that they were removed from the flight. former Sen. Rick Santorum and openly gay and leshidnNo ser vi ce member defend
Southwest issued an apology stating that the airline wagops serving in the military. But instead of cheers, itshould be booed for expressing his or her views as an
sorry that Hailey and Grey had a less than satisfying is a loud boo drawing attention. For the third time thisi ndi vi dual , 6 said Servi cem
experience on the flight but that the officials had hearanonth, the audience at a Republican presidential debat® r k Di r ect or Aubr ey Sarvi
that the womends behavi ohasplayedaretiveaaesasdipum @ exclandatiop maksegret that this brave patriot was not defended last

gers were complaining. "Our crew, responsible for then a particular question. Former Pennsylvania Sen. Ritght in Orlando and that no candidate spoke up to say
comfort of all Customers on board, approached the Santorum, who has been targeted by gay rightsgrougs Dondt As Kk, Dondt Telld re
passengers based solely on behavior and not genderjt the past, was asked by a moderator at the Fox Newsr ess and our nat i odardss s en
the statement reads. "The conversation escalated to aGoogle debate in Orlando Thursday, Sept 22, night supported by more than eighty percent of the Ameri-

level that was better resolved on the ground, asop- about the repeal this weceakn opfecphlee.mi | itaryds o0dond
posed to in flight." The airline added, "We arereadytd on 6t tel | 6 policy toward openly gay and | esbian =
work directly with the passengers involved to offeroume mber s serving in the military. oln 2010, when |
heartfelt apologies for falling short of their expecta- deployed to Iraq, | had to lie about who | was, because

tion." Now Hailey and Grey have goneontherecord | 6 m a gay sol dier, and | didndt want to |l ose my jc
with a statement sent via their publicist that the kiss Stephen Hill, whose image was projected on a large TV

was a simple o0peck on t hsecrceheene kién atnhde tdheabta tteh ehya lwo.ulodMy question is, under
be filing a formal complaint against the airline. Here isyour presidencies, do you intend to circumvent the

the statement, which is being distributed bythe Gay pr ogr ess t hat 6s been made for gay and | esbian solc

and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation, from Hailey n t h e WMembadrstofthre gréwd booed loudly

and Grey: "We have always promoted tolerance, operat the question.Santorum launched into an impas-

ness and equality both as a band and as individuals. \8iened defenseof ke nst ating the O0doné6t ask, dono6t telld
both come from loving homes where our parents not policy.

only love and accept us, but are also proud of whowed | woul d say, any type of s
are. We believe everyone has the right to live openlyimo pl ace in the military, o
this society as equals. In no way were our actionsont hey 6r e making a point to i
Southwest Airlines excessive, inappropriate or vulgarthe military that we are going to recognize a group of

We want to make it clear we were not making out or people and give them a special privilegéitdo i and
creating any kind of spectacle of ourselves, itwasone, e movi ng o0dondt ask/dondt t
modest kiss. We are responsible adult womenwho s oci al policy into the mili
walk through the world with dignity. We weresimply t o do one thing, and that i
being affectionate like any normal couple. We wereoppl ause grew in the audien
the airplane less than 5 minutes when all was said antb give the military, which is allolunteer, the ability to

done. We take full responsibility for getting verbally do so in a way that is most efficient at protecting our

upset with the flight attendant after being told it was amen and women in uniform. And | believe this under-

‘family airline." We were never told the reason the flighhi nes t hat ability. 6 But Hill has already gon
attendant approached us, we were only scolded that \gay soldier. What should be done with him, the Fox

‘needed to be aware that Southwest Airineswasa News moder ator asked? oWhat wedr
family oriented airline." No matter how quietly homo- s oci al experimentation with é our m
phobia is whispered, it Adnode stnhattHesa kterraugnm camdg uleess ol owodul d é just

You candt whisper hate. sWey atshkatt,higsoian g Ifionrewatrod ,t esaec hwoul d €é reinstitut
their employees to not discriminate against any coupl@plicy, if Rick Santorum was president, period. That

ever, regardless of their own beliefs. We want to live ipolicy would be reinstituted. And as far as people who

a society where if your loved one leans overtogiveyaur € in é | would not throw them out, because that
an innocent kiss on an airplane it's not labeled as would be unfair to them because of the policy of this

ual activity has absc
said. O0And the fact
ude it as a provisic
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Medicine reported that there's little research to guide nate the person of their choice, including a sases
doctors in the treatment of lesbians and gays. But somartner, to make medical decisions on their behalf
things are known: There are increased risks of depresshould they become incapacitated. "Couples take a vow
sion, suicide attempts, homelessness and being victinhs be with each other in sickness and in health and it is
of violence for lesbians, gay men and bisexuals. Lesbiarecceptable that, in the past, some seseg partners
and bisexual women may get less preventive care to were denied the right to visit their loved ones in times
stay healthy, and have higher rates of obesity and breafsteed," said HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius. "We
MD students learning little about LGBT medical cancer. The Association of American Medical Collegeare releasing guidance for enforcing new rules that give
needs recommends that medical schools ensure students all patients, including those with saisex partners, the
Future doctors aren't learning much about the unique master "the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessaryright to choose who can visit them in the hospital as
health needs of gays and lesbians, a survey of medicalrovide excellent comprehensive care" for gay, lesbiawell as enhancing existing guidance regarding the right
school deans suggests. On average, the schools devdiisdxual and transgender patients. The new findings doechoose who will help make medical decisions on

five hours in the entire curriculum to teaching contentbased on a Welbased survey that drew responses  their behalf.” The rules updated the Conditions of Par-
related to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender pa- from 85 percent of U.S. and Canadian medical schoolscipation (CoPs), which are the health and safety stan-
tients, according to the survey results appearing in  That's a remarkably high response rate, which showsdards all Medicareand Medicaigbarticipating hospitals
Wednesday's Journal of the American Medical Associfte deans believe it's an important issue, said Dr. Rayand critical access hospitals must meet, and apply to all
tion. A third of the schools had none during the years mond Curry, vice dean for education at Northwestern patients of those hospitals even if they are not on Medi-
students work with patients. More than a quarter of th&niversity Feinberg School of Medicine in Chicago. care or Medicaid. Among other things, the CoPs re-
medical school deans said their school's coverage of Ilffan accompanying editorial, Curry wrote that the  quire hospitals to explain to all patients their right to
related topics was "poor” or "very poor." The topics researchers missed the opportunity to find out how choose who may visit them during their inpatient stay,
included sex change surgery, mental health issues amiany medical schools have gay and lesbian faculty anelyardless of whether the visitor is a family member, a
HIV-AIDS. While nearly all medical schools taught  how many have student groups for gays and lesbiansspouse, a domestic partner (including a sesee do-
students to ask patients if they "have sex with men, "Trying to assess the adequacy of a curriculum in ad-mestic partner), or another type of visitor, as well as
women or both" while obtaining a sexual history, the dressing these issues is perhaps not best approachedheir right to withdraw such consent to visitation at any

overall curriculum lacked deeper instruction to help  counting hours of instruction," Curry said. time. Existing CoPs also protect the rights of hospital
"students carry that conversation as far as it needs to patients to have representatives who can act on their
go," said lead author Dr. Juno Obeg\aliver of the Medicare steps up enforcement of equal behalf. HHS has updated the guidance for these rules to
University of California, San Francisco. Without such visitation and representation rights in hospitals emphasize that hospitals should give deference to pa-

education, doctors are left guessing and can make fadlhe Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)ents' wishes concerning their representatives, whether
assumptions, ObediMaliver said. For instance, lesbiarsas announced new guidance to support enforcemengexpressed in writing, orally, or through other evidence,
need Pap tests, which screens for the sexually spreadf rules that protect hospital patients' right to choose unless prohibited by state law. The guidance issued
virus that causes most cervical cancer, as often as hetheir own visitors during a hospital stay, including a today is intended to make it easier for family members,
erosexual women do. But some doctors assume theyvisitor who is a samsex domestic partner. These including a samsex domestic partner, to make in-

don't need them. "I'm an elgyn and | have had lesbiarrules, finalized by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaifbrmed care decisions for loved ones who have become
patients come to me and say | haven't had a Pap test8ervices (CMS) in November, apply to all hospitals thatcapacitated.

20 years because my doctors said | didn't need one," participate in Medicare and Medicaid. The guidance also

Obedin-Maliver said. Earlier this year, the Institute of supports enforcement of the right of patients to desig-

soft products through a Christianriented Internet which retailers use to bring customers to their own
marketer known as Charity Giveback Group, or Web sites. The affiliate receives a commission on any
i CGBG, could channel a donation to evangelical orgarsales, and CGBG allows buyers to send half that com-
) . zations that call homosexual behavior a threat to the mission to any of the Christian charities on its list.
moral and social fabric.l n oJulsyai das Owoorudd voef gMrt. tWai
- di ng, M6 chh®srod ¢ agldl ed, n o Ben @rgwtherhaadllegé dtudentsndBéllinghant, \Wash.,
-gay aid giantf like many other corporations accessible started a similar Internet appeal to Apple, which would

through the commerce site, including Apple and Netflisoon succeed after drawing 22,700 signers. Roy Steele,
i was known as friendly to gay causes. In July, Mr.who runs a gayights Web site in San Francisco, picked
Wilber went to a Web site that helps groups and indi- up the crusade, directly contacting about 150 compa-
viduals circulate petitions, called Change.org, and  nies listed on the @ommerce site. AllOut.org, a gay
N started one, asking Microsoft to end its association witfghts group in New York with hundreds of thousands
pi7a what he call ed ohat e gr oofignmiregady Brigmberd) fmduseahdn théttavel ifblis-0
The G v g BaCk Fu nd had signed, with their ire copied to Microsoft officials try, helping to push Avis, Westin Hotels & Resorts,

Y

TY AND INNOVATION IN PHILANTHRO®Y 1 and Microsoft had quietly dropped out of the dona-Expedia and many other hotels and travel agencies to
tion plan. Much to Mr. WisdssoeateGhemseles fom CGBE. Cldasehto 190 wo L

A handful of advocates, armed with nothing more tharhe start of an electronic conflict that has put hundredsompanies have left the charity arrangement, though
their keyboards, have p uodfwelkaawy commdanies in @n umwelcome glase.0 @nmbsarefigets discuss the matter. These have become
retailers, including Apple, Microsoft, Netflix and Wal one side are angry gaights advocates and bloggers, the objects, in turn, of a countercampaign from the
Mart, on the spot over their indirect and, until recentlywi el di ng t he c¢cl ub of t heChgstaygraumpiminkine ¢ yd sDpudtc hRiss ¢
unnoticed roles in funneling money to Christian grouppower. On the other side are conservative Christan My Fai t hé i s t he Heaadof ng o
that are vocal in opposing homosexuality. The advo- groups that say they are being attacked for their legitihighlevel entreaties from Mr. Huckabee and other
cates are demanding that the retailers end their assoaiaate biblical views of sex and marriage, as well as a Christian leaders. A few companies that briefly left the
tion with an Internet marketer that gets a commission Web marketing firm that feels trampled for providing network have been persuaded to rejoin, including
from the retailers for each online customer it gives  consumers with free choice. Caughtin the middlearede | t a , Pet Smart , SaMad.s Cl u
them. It is a routine arrangement on hundredsefe compani es, i ncluding s ucohPegopalnet sh aavse Maeceynd smi sH xepde.d i
commerce sites, but with a twist here: a share of the Delta Air Lines, which have the dual aims of avoiding ing to anyone; they are simply paying a commission to
commission that retailers pay is donated to a Christiaiolitics but not offending any consumers. Inthiscaseget traffic, 6 John Higgins
charity of the buyer 6s ctiephawedeen pgressared teamakeia shbicetthht anayan intecview. He said CGBG focused on Christian
prominent conservative evangelical groups like the involve little money either way but that could offend consumers and marketing through large organizations
Family Research Council and Focus on the Family. | ar ge bl ocs of c¢consumer slike FocastomthesFanilsbemus®insawnan untafgpedr r ¢
The marketer and the Christian groups are fighting i sm, 6 sai d Mi ke Huckabeeconinneer cfioarlmeorp ppoarsttuonri,t yg.o v eor
back, saying that the hundred or so companies that and presidential contender, who is a paid CGBGcon-d oor s open to everybody, 6
have dropped the marketer were misled and thatthe s ul t ant . 0To try t o des tconphainea thdt some conpstisgeenmerce sitese y 0 L
charities are being slandered for their religious beliefslike some of the customers is, to me, unbelievably un included the same conservative groups on charity lists
The national battle was ignited in July by Stuart WilbeA mer i can, 6 he sai d i -profia nbutihadina begnisebjected to Sirdl8r Gttacka f o r
a 73yearold gay man in Seattle. He was astonished, bempany formerly called the Christian Values Network,
said, when he learned that people who bought Micro-resembles hundreds of stalled affiliate marketers,
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€ X1 collective representation through the census. The census figures were welcomed by many gay people.

To SAY I D" Q& "Every step is a step forward in acknowledging that, ydsmakes me feel like | am part of this country,” said Al
S we do exist," said Lois Farnham, of Burlington, Vt., whoski, 69, a retired Social Security claims representative

recorded a civil union with Holly Puterbaugh the first from Bourne, Mass., who married his partner Jim Fitz-

Census: 131,729 gay couples report they're day they were allowed in 2000 and then legally marriggerald in 2007 after they were together for more than
married her in 2009. 30 years. "I don't have to be in the background any-
Increasingly visible, the number of gay Americans telling more. | am glad people are coming out of the closet and

the U.S. census they're living with sasex partners Farnham, 67, said she expected the census numbersare not afraid to check that box."
nearly doubled in the past decade, to about 650,000 would underestimate the number of people in such
couples. And more than 130,000 recorded partners aselationships, noting that many samsex couples keep Koski said he is hopeful that the census count will help
husband or wife. Census figures released Tuesday, St about their married status. "They can't share thain the push to legalize gay marriage in other states.
27, provide a rare snapshot of married and unmarriedvith a lot of people for family or job security reasons. The highest share of households with reported same
samesex couples in the U.S. based on the governmerit's still an issue and people are still being discriminatesgx couples both married and unmarriedwas in
count conducted last year, when gay marriage was legghinst," she said. Washington, D.C., at nearly 2 percent. Washington was
in five states and the District of Columbia. followed by Vermont, Massachusetts, California, Ore-
Puterbaugh, 65, said many couples live as if they're gon, Delaware, New Mexico and Washington state. On
It comes at a time when public opposition to gay mar-married without making it formal. "You have to rementhe other end of the scale, North Dakota, South Da-
riage is easing and advocacy groups are seeking a statr that there are many straight couples who have  kota and Wyoming had the smallest shares, each with
by-state push for broader legal rights. Some 131,729 chosen not to marry for whatever reason that may be [ess than onghird of 1 percent.
samesex couples checked "husband" or "wife" boxes she said.
on their decennial census forms, the first time people
could do so, after gay marriage became legal in MassBrian Moulton, chief legislative counsel at the Human
chusetts starting in 2004. That 2010 tally of married Rights Campaign, described the latest census numbers
gay couples is higher than the actual number of legal as a "tremendous increase," demonstrating a culture
marriages, civil unions and domestic partnerships in tkaift and sending a signal to local officials and govern-
U.S. Even after New York legalized gay marriage in ments that gays and lesbians exist and deserve rights
June, a Census Bureau consultant, Gary Gates of UCAd benefits. "A lot of couples who are reporting they
put the actual number of legally recognized gay partnare samesex are in places where it's been legally and
ships at 100,000. "There's no dispute the sesar culturally more challenging for our community," he said.
population increases from 2000 and 2010," said MartitiThat's not a reflection of couples suddenly popping out
O'Connell, chief of the fertility and family statistics ~ of nowhere- the culture is changing in those places to a
branch at the Census Bureau. In cases of couples whdegree people feel comfortable coming out on the
reported they were living in a marriage relationship, census form."
"they basically responded that way because that is truly
how they felt they were living." The new samesex data come as battlegrounds lie
ahead over gay rights. Voters in North Carolina and
The total of 646,464 gay couples in the U.S. wasa Minnesota will be deciding next year on the fate of
downward revision of the Census Bureau's count of constitutional amendments banning gay marriage, while
901,997 released last month. The bureau said Tuesdalye Maryland Legislature is expected to consider a bill
it had to make the adjustment after determining that that would legalize it. An August poll by The Associated
coding errors resulted in an exaggerated count for thePress and the National Constitutional Center found a
initial number. Still, researchers believe the new esti- narrow majority of Americans support legal recognition
mate could be as much as 15 percent lower than the of samesex marriage 53 percent to 44 percent op-
actual number of gay couples in the U.S. because of posed. That is largely unchanged from last year but a
social stigma, discrimination or other concerns about shift from 2009, when a slim majority opposed govern-
confidentiality. In a small number of cases, younger gayent recognition of gay marriage.
couples also may not have been counted in the census if
they were "doubling up" in a home where neither wasGroups opposing gay marriage have challenged the view
the head of household. that samesex marriage will inevitably become the law
of the land, saying that opponents have prevailed re-
Based on revisions made to the 2000 census figure apeatedly in statewide votes. The National Organization
well, the number of samsex couples nationwide rose for Marriage has been asking GOP presidential candi-
80 percent from an adjusted 2000 figure of 358,390. dates to sign their marriage pledge, which includes
Previously, the Census Bureau had reported there wesapport for a federal marriage amendment defining
594,391 samsex couples in the U.S. in 2000. Nation-marriage as the union between one man and one
wide, about 51 percent of the couples last year were woman. So far, it says it received commitments from
female. Nearly one in five of the sarsex couples was Texas Gov. Rick Perry, Rep. Michele Bachmann, former
raising children at homewidely distributed among Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney and former Sen. Rick
those who reported being in marriage relationships arfSantorum.
those who were not.
Peter Sprigg, senior fellow for policy studies at the
Broken down by state, the highest rates of increase inFamily Research Council, notes that in the final census
gay couples both married and unmarried were in analysis a little over onbalf of one percent of U.S.
lesserpopulated states such as West Virginia, Montanaguseholds are made up of saisex couples or 1 in
the Dakotas, Oklahoma and Kentucky, each rising at 180. "This is a tiny, tiny segment of the populatiche
least 150 percent from 2000. In contrast, the larger, homosexual population is small, and the percentage in
more traditional gay places including the District of  actual, committed partnership relationships is even
Columbia, California and New York, posted the smallsmaller," he said. "We would hope politicians would not
est percentage increase$0 percent or less. feel a need to pander to that small population.” In 2000,
Gay rights groups say the latest census numbers are eiting the federal Defense of Marriage Act, the Bush
important step in increasing visibility and helping to  administration directed the Census Bureau tecede
dispel notions that they live primarily in big cities on theamesex couples who identified themselves as married
two coasts. Still, because the census forms do not asko be counted as unmarried partners. Pressed by gay
about sexual orientation, some activists have com-  rights groups in 2009, the Obama administration re-
plained that single gayss opposed to those with live versed that policy, allowing the bureau to count same
in spouses and partnershave no means of gaining  sex couples as married.
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said in a statement . 0 H odisgiminagon dnithe basis ofrdexua orientation @ g a i r

LGBT Americans is wrong, but today in most states gender identity in access to credit.

there isndt a thing you can do about it. This Il egi

FA M I LI E w would end discrimination that continues to hurt peo- - Outlaw housing discrimination both before and after a
ple.o I'n January the Dehpusingtunitésmdquiredf Housi ng and Ur
Developmentannounced regulatiorts ban discrimina-

Kerry, Nadler propose fair housing bill for tion against LGBT people by housing owners who re-- Strengthen antidiscrimination protections for handi-

LGBTs ceive HUD financing or housing that is insured by HUBapped individuals and LGBT parents with custody of a

as well as prohibit lenders from using gender identity ohild.

sexual orientation as eligibility criteria for federally

backed mortgages. In addition, the regulations clarifiedProvide the attorney general with appropriate pre

that oeligible famil i es dlitigatiordireestigativemq@verdouesforcd thdlawp r o g r &
include LGBT families. lan Thompson, legislative repre-
sentative for the American Civil Liberties Union,said The Senate bill 6s original

Thursday that the HOME Asenator®Twm Hdrkth of towa; Rattyuviirrag of Waslg-

step closer to an America where decent, affordable ington, Kirsten Gillibrand of New York, Chris Coons of

housing is available to all Americans. No person shoulBelaware, Jeff Merkley of Oregon, Sheldon Whitehouse

be denied housing because of who they are or who of Rhode Island, and Dan Inouye of Hawaii.

they |l ove. 6 Organi zations who endorse the bill i

the Family Equality Council, Human Rights Campaign,

and the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force Action

Fund. o0Today, federal ci vil rights |l aws do not pr ¢
=urklilbE people, and leave the door open for unscrupulous and

Sen. John Kerry of Massachusetts has introduced fedbigoted people to deny housing choice to people based

eral legislation to expressly prohibit atGBT discrimi- on their sexual orientation, gender identity, source of

nation in housing. The bill, known as the HousingOpt ncome, or marital status, o6 the groups wrote in ar

portunities Made Equal Act, or HOME Act, would endorsement letter, along with organizations including

amend the 1968 Fair Housing Act to ban discriminatiodational Council of La Raza, NAACP, and ACLU.

on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identityfher a news r el ease issued through Kerryds press of

housing, as well as amend the Equal Credit Opportunthe bill would do the following:

Act to prevent such discrimination in lending (the bill

would also bar discrimination based on source of in- - Amend the Fair Housing Act to prohibit housing dis-

come and marital status). A House version of the bill crimination and intimidation on the basis of sexual

will be introduced later today by Rep. Jerrold Nadler afrientation, gender identity, marital status, or source of

New Yor k. ol téds hard -toncmel i eve that in 2011, any | aw

abiding,tapayi ng American who can pay the rent candt

l'ive somewhere just bec aAmendtioefEqual lCredit OppertynitypActdo,pdhibK e r r y

@N CAMPUS

T

Kane, said the next day Stein was called back to the "From what | saw, he was very involved in their teach-
school for a meeting with Assistant Superintendent ofing." Cory said she's seen the photos in question.
Human Resources Terry Stanfill. According to the While she described them as "dumb," she said they
discrimination complaint, Stanfill told Stein he was beiwgren't offensive and certainly not grounds for termina-
fired for publicly posting "offensive" photos, not be- tion in her mind. "I don't think it was appropriate ac-
cause of his sexual orientation. "When someone tellstion," she said. "l think the person that had a problem
you 'Oh, by the way, we're not doing it because you'reshould approach the head coach and talk about it."
gay,' there's some question," Kane said. "It appears t@sreg Ortega, another parent who wrote a letter of

be at this stage sexuatientation-based discrimina-  support for Stein, stopped short of saying Stein was
tion." The district superintendent denied any discrimifired for being gay. However, he said he believes
nation occurred. "l can say, and so can any other  "politics" were involved in the decision. "Does the
superintendent, that there are laws that protecthat  punishment fit the crime? Probably not," Ortega said.
ensure- that we do not discriminate against any individdrtega said he hasn't seen the photos, but he won-
ual," Superintendent Mike Hendricks said. Because afiered why Stein left them where they could be found.
privacy laws, Hendricks said he was unable to discussMitch shouldn't have had them up is what it amounts
the specific reason why Stein was fired, but he did sayaf" he said. "(But) poor taste in my opinion is not a
had nothing to do with his sexuality. "We do not dis- reason to get fired. It's more of a reason for discipline."
criminate against anyone," he said. Stein is a Charter

Oak alumnus whose daughter is a freshman at the

school and is on the wategpolo and swim teams. He

A former high school watepolo coach filed a discrimi- said his firing brought an end to what had been a great

nation complaint against Charter Oak Unified School summer of coaching. "It was perfect. My team was

District and claimed he was fired last month because hadefeated, | applied and received a Kohls (department

is gay. Mitch Stein, who worked as an assistant watestore) grant for the swim team (and water polo team). |

polo coach at Charter Oak High during the summer, put together a fundraiser where we painted the pool

said Principal Kathleen Wiard terminated him after  deck," Stein said. After Stein was fired, word spread

receiving an anonymous letter complaining about phoguickly across Facebook and other social networking

tos found on his Facebook and Myspace pages. sites. A Facebook account titled "Wipe out Homopho-

Stein said the letter included two photos, one of him bia on Facebook" listed district phone numbers and

posing with two drag queens and the other of him urged people to call them and demand Stein be rein-

about to eat a corn dog. According to the complaint, stated. On Sept. 7, Kane sent the district a letter

the letter's author called Stein "unfit to coach” and  demanding Stein be reinstated, but the district has been

threatened to go to the school board if he was not  unwilling to budge. "We've made a decision,"

fired immediately. Stein said he promised to have theHendricks said. "I'm not aware of any movement or

pictures taken down, but he said Wiard was adamantdecision to reverse that." Kim Cory, one of the water

that he be fired. Wiard did not return calls requesting polo parents who wrote a letter of support for Stein,

comment. "The reaction to that letter, in my opinion, said she can't imagine why the district wouldn't bring

was homophobic," Stein said. Stein's attorney, Brad him back. "I think he's a fabulous coach," she said.
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Do n 8 t-- thatdt Wwauld harm unit cohesion in the  it: Margaret Shih, associate professor of human re-
military. That 6s b ec au sseurcpsamhdiomganieasiona! Belsavior, iamd tactoral can- e

EA R‘ H tainty into social interactions, such as the ban on gay didates Benjamin Everly and Geoffrey Ho. While add-
3 service members serving openly, may negatively affe@tg to research on personal interaction was the aca-

rather than protect team performance. Those in the demic reason for the study, "the more practical motiva-

military could perform bteitotnerhadf ttoh edyo dwintéht tnheee dD at
Study finds that out workers are better wonder about their teamnavteersidy sseaxiuda|li norai ne nitnatte rovni,e
employees according to the UCLA researchers. During thessix any experimental work to show performance is affected
W, : month study, the first of its kind, a research team when someone with whom you are working discloses

tested a group of 50 undergraduate men. Each was their sexual orientation," he added. "The results of our
paired with a gay man who either disclosed or con- studies are relevant for any organization in which indi-
cealed his orientation. Separate studies measured viduals may not feel comfortable disclosing their sexual
cognitive and sensomotor skills in performing math  orientation because our results suggest that it is better
problems and in playing a Nintendo Wii shooting gam#é.members disclose their sexual orientation," according
Results: 1/3 Better With Openly Gay G&/orker to Everly. "The performance of their colleagues also
The results showed that the participants paired with might improve."

openly gay partners performed on average 32 percent

better in solving math problems and 20 percent better

on the Nintendo game compared to participants paired

with closeted gay partners. Previous research showed

that ambiguity in interactions may hurt performance,

since people need to be able to predict behaviors and

attitudes with team partners to facilitate social interac-

New research supports the notion that people who  tion, according to UCLA. The researchers reported

dond6t hide their sexual twtdisdosureaftséxoahoriemtation by agay parméry mor e

pleasant to be around, but also perform more effec- reduces ambiguity and makes the interaction less psy-

tively in the workplace by improving teamwork. chologically demanding. Release of the research coin-

University of Californilc 0 s Angel es d Acidéckwittstloenmepdst oflaroamdnymous online survey

of Management released a study conducted among conducted by OutServe, the association of LGBT mili-

undergraduates to coi ncitaemembers.Most (B7gereemt)df thee mordtioan 800 A s k ,

Dondt Tell on Sept. 20. aBtivadutytrdspondents srgidpatedmo gnohlemswitomi f i c a -

tions well beyond gays and leshians serving openly inthe end of the ban on serving openly. "Lots of people

the military. Activists say the research will serve as at work know a friend of mine is gay and there have

ammunition in aiding passage of the Employment-Norbeen no negative reactions toward him," one reported.

Discrimination Act, which has languished in Congress'As for another friend in a combat unit, the whole unit

since its initial introduction in 1994. The study helps plkbhew he was gay and no one cared." The UCLA study

to rest a major ar gume n tbrokegew grosnt, acceedng ta thoseowho cormlucti®d As k ,

-smeemm (O Florida but was forced to stop due to asthma, shoukase Los Angeles Lakers star Kobe Bryant was fined

der pain and heavy seas. $100,000 after hurling a gay slur at a referee. "The
NHL is severely out of touch at a time when leagues

The National Hockey League says it won't be disciplinncluding the MLB and the NBA are taking stands

ing Wayne Simmonds for allegedly using a gay slur against antigay bullying and steps to ensure their sports

(®

@ 2k

Diane Nyad unable to complete swim for 3nd during a war of words with another player on the ice. are welcoming to all players, coaches and fans," Thomp-
time But the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamatiorson said. In an interview after the preseason game
isn't buying the NHL's reasoning. during which it happened, Avery said he heard Sim-
monds use the slur. But Simmonds said he couldn't
NHL won't act on gay slur; GLAAD not buying remember everything he yelled. Later he revised that

reasoning reaction to say he explicitly did not use the gay slur.
The NHL insists that "certain lines cannot be crossed"
and if it had evidence of the slur being used, then disci-
plinary action would follow. "To the extent we become
aware of additional information conclusively establishing
that an inappropriate slur was invoked, we are reserv-
ing the option to revisit
inviting other evidence to be presented.

Endurance swimmer Diane Nyad, 62, was forced to
abandon her third attempt and second attempt in just |
two months to swim from Cuba to Florida after 40 f
hours in the water and 77 miles when medics warned
her that another sting from a Portuguese mafawar
l'ike the two shedod alrealf
according to theLos Angeles Timé&btrained this hard [
for this big dream | had for so many years, and to thin
these stupid little Portuguese man of war take it downThe NHL claims “there are conflicting accounts of what
said Nyad. "It's a huge disappointment.” Nyad, an outtranspired on the ice" and that it can't be sure the
lesbian, was swimming with a cap that had eye and ~ Philadelphia Flyers' Simmonds called New York Ranger
mouth holes in it after being stung by the mafwar ~ Sean Avery a "fucking faggot.” The insult was caught on
but in the end she called it quits rather than risk an-  video, but there was no sound. Still, GLAAD thinks it's
other sting. "You go into convulsions, your spine feelgbvious what was said. "It is abundantly clear from

paralyzed. I've had kidney stones. Nothing compares{oi deo f oot age that an instance of antigay bias occt
the pain,” Nyad said of the sting. "It just took the life ~ said Mike Thompson, acting president of GLAAD, in a
force out of me." Nyad supporters insist that the dis- st at ement today. olLeague officials should revisit

tance was not the problem, but rather the impossibilitynatter and take action immediately.” Thompson noted
to avoid contact with dangerous sea Ilfe_. Last Augustthat Major League Baseball and NBA players had been
Nyad attempted the same marathon swim from Cuba disciplined for using gay slurs. In the mbighprofile
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Melissa Etheridge gets star on walk of fame Area" 2012 calendar. 11 other local chefs were also

R . shot and 100 percent of the proceeds from sales will
directly benefit the organization and its efforts to serve
homebound seniors. "We are deeply honored to have
the support of these 12 worletlass chefs," said Ashley
McCumber, Executive Director at Meals On Wheels of
San Francisco, in a press release."

Role of closeted man on The Playboy Club moves
actor to come out of his closet

Foo Fighters catch 0God Ha
guard with impromptu concert

—

4 il For lesbians of a certaln age Mellssa Ethendge ushet‘— s
Actor Sean Maher Who plays a closeted gay man narimetihe era of navejazing rock with her relatable hits -—— - —
Sean oriThe Playboy Clshys he'sgay inreallifeand | i ke 0Bri ng Me Some Wat e H s o

l'iving in the cl oset ma dteen spoketo anmew gereratob df lrurgéoniray dykes Tk iFoo @lghters Warmed up for a concert in Kansas
to Entertainment WeekliMaher, whoisa fatherto wi t h her make no mi st ak eCity Migséus lasyFiday by perfdrneing omaYallisg rig A
two children with his partner of nine years, has never but while the queer girls had always loved her, she alé®fore a group of Westboro Baptist Church picketers,
publicly discussed his sexual orientation. He admits thesn't gone unnoticed in the mainstream rock world who at first seemed unaware of the band was making
he was nervous to do the interview, but later adds, either. Now, Etheridge has received her star on the fun of them, reportsHuffington Post Members of the
0This is my coming out bHolywood Walk of Eamb, evieiah apgrgpriately sits i hadespewirty Westbdro congregation were picketing
Maher, probably best known for the cult seriegefly, smack in front of the Hard Rock Café on Hollywood before a concert of the band, led by Dave Grohl, which
recalls that when he began his career on the Fox drarBévd. At a ceremony on Tuesday, Sept 27, the rocker recently released a very NSFW homoerotic video for
Ryan Caulfield: Year Qmewas advised by his publicistsyas gr eet ed by hundr eds their faxauniryisong "Kdep InGleanf (ldot Burs)e'r s t
who were unaware he's gay, to keep his girlfriend outunveiling, according tReuters’'Let my life be an inspi- The band, long noted for its playful sensibility, dressed
of the spotlight to not compromise his appeal toa  ration to anyone, gay, straight, breast cancer, womanin the redneck truckers costumes from their video,
female demographic. Maher says he decided against mother, any human being who receives the inspiratiomolled on to the street across from the protesters and
being honest with his publicist because earlier his mafrom my story," said Etheridge. The unveiling coincidgskgan to perform the song on the back of a rig adorned
ager, who also didn't know of Maher's sexual orienta-wi t h t he | aunch of Et he  rwithlyS flags. ToeFFred Rhelms iokowess seem to phank ¢
tion, had told him to get a girlfriend so people wouldn'support breast cancer research. Etheridge, 50, has a group of unanticipated allies have arrived until they
presume he's gay. Mabher, then 22, was also concermeltased 10 studio albums and is a Grammy winner ahdar lyrics such as "I'm in the mood for hot man
that coming out would prevent his landing otherrolesan Oscar wi nner f or her nwffim"gheiddonfusienendedtwben Wairlg a bradlpid
o0l didndét know anyt hi ng,fiomAndncanenient.Truth.lseospeedh,aEtheridge r the sorfig, Grohl announced, "God Bless America! It
started the idea of, o0k agaveasheutouttohérhom, kids, hdec girlirignd and takes all kinds. gdond saee if you're black or white or

I

I 61l just keep that gay Nuaelackmeator binda Walleimev the cast and erewpuapte lor gteen rwhether you're Pennsylvanian or Tran-
for now. | went so far as to sleep with women a coupl®f Nurse Jackie. sylvanian, Lady Gaga or Lady Antebellum. Men loving
ti mes. I't was a very confusing time for me. & Ma wamenandwomenlovingmenandmen loving men
found being a closeted actor to be a tormented exis- Top Chef winner gets sprinkled for charity and women loving womefi you all know we like to
tence. 0lt was so exhauscaléendag, and | was so mi s e wadntha. Bdtwhatldliketo sayis, God Bless Amer-
Maher says. o0l didno6t real t heica, ydi'a n

work and this facade | was putting on. So | kept my
friends from college [where he was out] separate from
my work friends, and that was very confusing. | just
kept going on and on painting this picture of somebody

Seth Rogan plays up his bear following on Conan

I wasndt. | didndt have ti
anyway. And you just dondt
at your soul .o Maher rev

producers Craig Zadan and Neil Meron, who would
become mentors to the young actor, on two projects
set him on the path to co
says he knew the instant he met me, although he told
me this months | ater, 6 Ma
wonderful mentor to me because he knew, but he
never asked me and never forced me to say anything.
He just did his best to i
character in the early '66set The Playboy Cluidich
premiered last Monday, is involved in founding the
Chicago chapter of the Mattachine Society, one of the
country's first gay rights groups. It's a story that Maher while being interviewed by Conan O'Brien. Rogen
says needed to be told. 0] r e a stopped byConarto promote his new film50/50, but
wanted to do it so badl yAsi Yidil Ruraewinne af thefirst seaSoBRifavaist i woeklaly gppoitunity to tout Seth artist Christopher
feel so much more open and free, and | am so happy ‘Grop Chef: Just Dessertsivasn't delicious enough Schuls book of nude beefcake illustrations he inspired.
The Playboy Club, Maher says. 01 allady)how hets shatless and eovereein dprinkies fdii'm a muse in the creative community of the bear
never been so open on set. All of the relationships that new charity calendar. The 3@arold pastry chef, loving world," he says. Rogen is a good sport about the
| have offtamera, | never would have allowed five yeantho began hisulinary training at the age of four homage and reveals his titles for some of the images,
ago. It feels so | i ber atAnkag,Tdrkey, isfeaturedasMr. Decemberinthe i ncl uding o6Lazy Sunday, 6 0
Meals On Wheels of San Francis&hefs of the Bay 0 P e/Bo0."

Seth Rogan acknowledges his status as a bear icon to
gay men and shares an artist's nude drawings of him
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~ =\ newsrooms. UNITY, representing Asidtmerican,
G a4 -\/“D N Ews Native American, and Latino journalists, pushes for
=& more faces of color at newspapers, magazines, and
Archieds 1st gay st ude n tbrobdeastmews chaneets, apwel as fainand decarate
will get his own comic books portrayals in the media. NLGJA pushes for more and
better opportunities for LGBT journalists. UNITY and
NLGJA agreement will help both organizations achieve
their missions, and NLGJA members will be welcomed
to UNITY's conference next year in Las Vegas.

White House backs Social Security
Administrations pro -transgender policy

In a move to help stop workplace discrimination against

transgender people, the Social Security Administration

has stopped issuing "gender-natch" letters to em-

ployers, which alert them when the gender marker on
Kevin Keller, the first openly gay resident of Archie an employee's \A2 does not match his or her Social
comicsd6 fictional Ri ver dSedustyr recovds. WhitehtHausespdkasrman Shininouye n
comic book starting in February, 2012. Kevin was intresld Metro Weeklythat the "White House welcomes
duced as a new student at Riverdale High in Veronicahis move by the Social Security Administration."
#202, and his instant popularity with fans led to that In 2010 alone, 711,488 letters were sent to employers,
soldout comic becomi ng t h eacdordimggotthe National Gemter fouToahsgendere r 6 s
history to go into a second printing. He is currently Equality, which filed for a Freedom of Information Act
featured in a fouissue spiroff this summer. The se- request to obtain the numbers on genderimoatch
ries, told in f1l ashbac k snotificatlorswiMaralKeisling, NGTEE's executivegdekter,s
triumphs through middl e hailedthelaringuhcensentthecauke.alerting gadspholicr o
to be incredibly popiHiea remployersof thikir wodkers' tansgedderstatesrmay pat o
executive of Archi e Comithesjobsin@ipiady.rTeisigespedallysrocialgince u d
the success of Kevin and the fact that he adds a new there is no federal law banning discrimination against
dynamic to Riverdale.©o LIGBT werkers| apdeid e Satethdveantidisctinoma-y |
feature Kevinds mar rri ag etionlaws cowting IiG8Ewbkets. tEnding thigprac-e o
how to get Kevin into that book and, frankly, not side-tice, which has endangered transgender people and our

step the issue, 6 Mr. Goljabsyhas leeen apraiityfar NGTE and weeaee plsased/ i t
fact that heds a gay ma nthaathe 8SAhhasupdgtedyts polieyl" Keisingsaidiha p s .
Goldwater said the overall reception to Kevin has beestatement obtained bivletro Weekly Keisling said
positive. 0Out of al | tanaherpretecpoh meededchfar transgdndercpedple e t o
Archi e books, we onl y h awbulsbe forehe Sacial Segurity Administratibnl teadtop o n
he said. Kevinds debut itsmquitementfor praofthat aperson hasshadggendea r n
GLAAD Media Award nomination for Outstanding reassignment surgery before it will change the gender
Comic Book this year. markers on his or her files, according to thgashington

BladeThere has been little indication, however, that
Journalists team up to bring more diversity into such a policy change will happen in the near future.
newsrooms

The organization that represents people of color work-
ing in the media is teaming up with the National Lesbian
and Gay Journalists Association so the two groups can
work together to foster more diversity in America's

thly

and
ven
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