
Fall proves to be a busy time, offers many opportunities for you to become involved!  
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Our Missioné 
To bring together non-partisan activists         

to advocate for the full  

UNDERSTANDING , RESPECT,  

EQUALITY , and INCLUSION   
of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender 

persons living in Northwest Florida. 

Equality House, 18 South Devilliers St, Pensacola, FL 32502            (850) 685-2881          GayGrassrootsNWFL@gmail.com  

As the last of the boxes are being unpacked at our new Equality House, there are some other less strenuous ways that you can help support YOUR community center.  

National Coming Out Day is Tuesday October 11th, (see commentary on page 2, and details on events on pages 4 and 5), and thanks to the generosity of Theatre West, we 
have the opportunity to turn this day of observance into a 5 days of fundraising, with very little work!  First everyone is asked to attend, (and take friends and family), to at 
least one of the performances of òThe Only Thing Worse You Could Have Told Me,ó  second help us sale advance tickets, and third, donate some baked goods for us to 

sale at each performance.   Last monthõs òBenefit Dinneró was a great success, about 25 people came and enjoyed my home made spaghetti and met new friends.  For Octo-

ber Donna will be heading up the monthly òBenefit Dinneró (Fri Oct 28th) she is planning something appropriate for Halloween, a donation of $5 is requested.  Speaking of 
Halloween, we will offer 3 nights (Fri Oct 21, Wed Oct 26, and Sat Oct 29) of the òbest of the worseó camp and b horror movies.  A requested donation of $5 gets you a 
double feature movie, pizza, popcorn, and soda.  This is one deal not to be scared of.  And if Halloween is your thing, then you will want to come by with your group to 

have your photographs taken by the professionals from Jasangas Photography, they will be offering photo packages and donating 50% to the Equality House.  While we are 
piecing together a few small scale fundraiser to keep Equality House afloat, we need to continue our efforts to build our base of persons who have committed to a monthly 
pledge of support.  Since our move out on our own this support is even more vital to our keeping the doors of Equality House open.  Even YOUR $10 a month something 

we can really use, please think about what having a community center that is guided, operated, and funded solely by members of the local LGBT Community means to you 
and to Pensacola.  You can find the pledge form on page 6.  If you just can not afford to contribute any money there are other ways you can demonstrate your support.  The 
new independence of the Equality House has increased the need for volunteers to serve as òhost,ó making sure that our doors are open, and that all who come by are made 

to feel welcomed, safe, and comfortable.  Our newly formed Equality House Advisory Team is in the process of reviewing policies to insure we go forward in a thoughtful 
manner, they have also begun forming òcrewsó to assist during this time of growth.   In addition to serving as a host as member of our òhospitalityó crew, you could be part 
of our òmaintenance,ó òactivity,ó or òfundraisingó crews. If you prefer to become involved in a specific project we are looking for broader participation in the òLGBT History 

Project of Northwest Florida,ó and our effort to get òGSA Clubsó established in all area high schools.  These two very important projects had to be put on the back burner 
the last few months, now that things are settling down to a new normal Gay Grassroots is looking for assistance in moving forward on these efforts.  And while this is fall, 
spring is fast approaching when you have a week long òPensacolaPRIDEó to put together.  Perpetrations for this festival need to begin in earnest right now.   As you can see, 

there really is a lot of options for you to demonstrate your support of Gay Grassroots, Equality House, PensacolaPRIDE, and many ways each of them contribute to a better 
quality of life for our local LGBT persons.  We have struggled to get where we are, you can help make the road ahead a much smoother one.   

Live On Stage, in observance of  

National Coming Out Day,  

the off Broadway show  

òThe Only Thing Worse  

You Could Have Told Meó 
Tickets are $15, Theatre West is 

donating $5 of each ticket Gay 

Grassroots sales to the Equality 

House! 

DETAILS ON PAGE 6  
Everyone is invited to take our online òEquality House Community Supportó 

survey where you can also give your suggestions at:  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/XFRZSHC. 



òIf I could turn back timeó immediately brings to mind 
Cher, at least for gay men of my age.  In her song she 
says more than once, òIõd do it all for you.ó  For far too 

long in my life I tried to do all I could do for everyone 
but myself.  You see I was in my mid 30õs before I really 
came out in any meaningful way.  Kind of shocking to 

learn about someone who seems to be considered a 
òreal activist role modeló by many of the people I re-
spect.  Well. if I could turn back time, I would... but for 

myself. 
 
Growing up in a very small rural town (population 

1.200), being the eldest child, and having 4 grandpar-
ents, 2 great grand parents, and 6 aunts and uncles 
living within 1 1/2 mile of my house, I grew up knowing 

all eyes and ears were focused on my every move.  

More than that, I feared that somehow even actions 
that I was able to stop before they took place would 
somehow be picked up on.  I spent every waking mo-

ment, from the age of 8 (the age that I knew something 
was different about me) to the age of 18 (the age that I 
moved away to college) in fear that my almost obses-

sive, and certainly suffocating, efforts to guard every 
gesture I made, every word I said, every piece of cloth-
ing I wore, every tv show I watched, every record I 

played, every book or magazine I read, and well you get 
the picture, would not reveal who I was.   At the age of 
13, I remember becoming quite panicked when I 

learned that a broken arm would cause me to go under 
general anesthesia, my doctor had after all called it 
òtruth serum,ó  I lived in almost total parallelization for 

weeks waiting for someone to confront me on some-
one I had said while under sedation.   
 

Notice that I said òwhoó and not òwható I was, even 

under this all encompassing fear I knew I was a who and 
not a what, but I felt the cost of that being known was 
too great. 

 
I always saw going off to college at the light at the end 
of the tunnel.  My heart is torn apart thinking of all the 

kids that donõt have something similar to hang on to.  
The very 1st week at college I set up an appointment to  
see a therapist (being a student, I now had access to 

free mental health services on campus.)  I was a wreck, 
I thought if I go into the office without closing the door 
behind me it would look like I was not taking things 
seriously, if I closed the door behind me I must be 

wanting to hind something.  When I was called back I 
asked if the door should be closed or left open, my 
therapist told me òwhatever makes you comfortableó!  

After being reassured that this was not something I was 

being tested on (years of calculations had made me 
question everything) we got done to work. 

 
After taking a survey of about 200 questions, my thera-
pist seemed puzzled.  She said that she had very little 

experience with gay issues (this was 1982 and still most 
of the mental health field was still in the dark ages 
about LGBT issues.)  She told me that she had never 

had anyone test so high in self esteem and self assur-
ance and asked me why was I wanting to change from 
being gay?  I told her right real fast that it was not about 
changing myself, it was about how I was going to deal 

with being the cause of so much pain, probably the 
most pain ever, that my patents would feel when they 
learned I was gay.   

 
It was not a question of how I would feel if I was dis-
owned or any question about how honestly would 

change the way I was treated or felt, but the question 

was how can I live knowing that I was the reason for so 
much pain in my parents life.  I had spent my adolescent 

years preparing myself for and guarding against a possi-
ble rejection.  Since I was able to push a lawn mower I 
mowed grass, since I could get a job washing dishes I 
had a job.  I saved all my earnings.  I bought my own 

clothes, I rented my band interment, I paid for all my 
school activities, I bought my 1st car, I sent myself to 
college.  I spent years to take away the ammunition of 

my parents being able to say. òafter all weõve done for 
you, youõve gone and done this to us.ó  But I was the 
one that really got wounded.  In my effort to keep my 

secret from my parents I also kept everything else 
about me from my parents.  It took less effort and 
energy when I was away from them.  I never let them 

know when a school concert, art show, or play was.  I 
never let them know when the Boy Scout court of 
honor was held, I never let them know when I was 

going to get any kind of award or recognition at school 

or church.  I did not let them help me move to off to 
college.  My mom did catch me as I was driving out of 
the drive way to ask if I had taken my magazines, (yes 

the magazines that were under my mattress) since my 
younger brother would be moving into my room.  I 
answered yes, floored the gas, and we never spoke of 

them again.  My years of college presented my first 
taste of being true to myself, well at least partially. The 
1st two years I represented myself as bisexual, that way 

my peers might be able to at least think that there was 
some sense of normalcy about me.   While this pro-
vided me at least some breathing room at school, I was 

still in the closet to my family.  
 
When my younger sister graduated from college and 

went to work and travel in Europe, I decided to go 
spend 2 weeks with her and come out to her.  This way 
she would be oversees and if the news troubled her she 

would not be able to spread my secret.  I love my sister 

with all my heart, then and now, but this was a big 
secret.  I came back home without telling her, I just 
could not bring myself to do it, what if she was hurt, 

disappointed in her big brother, or felt that I had not 
trusted her for so many years.  It was her that finally 
told me she already knew, when she was getting mar-

ried she wrote me a letter and told me that she wished 
I would someday find the same happiness she had 
found.  Not to worry all was good between us, and 

would always be so. 
 
I could expect this more easily from a sibling than a 
parent, a sister had not spent a lifetime raising me.  To 

disappoint a sister was one thing, but a parent.  It was 
16 years before I came out to my parents, and it had 
nothing to do with wanting to finally be honest with 

them, after all I had spent 4 years in college mental 

health role playing and planning the best method of 
coming out to them.  All that professional help and time 

could not get me over the fear of being the cause of 
pain for my parents.  Again not how I would feel if they 
disowned me, but how they would feel.  The guilt of 

being the cause of such pain in their life was still too 
much for me to handle.   
 

It was not until I moved to Florida, was in a long term 
relationship (or at least I thought it would be long term, 
I was a bad judge of character), and had purchased a 
home that I was forced to come out to my parents.  My 

dad and his new wife (my parents had since divorced) 
were going to come down and visit.  I felt like I had to 
let dad know what he was walking into, a home owned 

my myself and my partner.  I had long kept myself in the 
closet, but I would not force my partner in the closet.  I  
could not ask that he sleep in another room, I could 

not ask him to be less than he was to me.  Still I put it 

off and put it off, until the day before dad was to come 
down.  I called him on the phone.  I soon called mom, 

as they were still in the òyou told your dadó or òyou 
told your momó before you told me stage.  Both mom 
and dad said they already knew.  I was told well you 
know that your aunt so-and-so or your uncle so-and-so 

is lesbian or gay.  No I did not!  Mom and dad put a 
good game face on, and life when on.  Our family had 
so many secrets.  My life would have been so much 

easier if I had know that a gay or lesbian branch had not 
killed our family tree.  I then told my sister and brother 
that I would like to make sure that any nieces or 

nephew I might come to have (their kids) would grow 
up knowing that their uncle Doug was gay.  They were 
okay with that.  Over the years Mom became very okay 

in all ways with me being gay, Dad included my partners 
in holiday, etc, but remained cold and distant, until the 
shit hit the fan. 

 

About 8 years ago I came across a story on CNN that 
the county I grew up in was trying to make it illegal for 
gays or lesbians to live there.  A high school student 

was going to stage a demonstration In support of LGBT 
rights.  I was going to go back home and give a address 
at the event.  My dad found out and called to tell me it 

was time that I òchoose my family or all this gay shit.ó  
That this was going on where he lived and it was noth-
ing I should be concerned with or involved in.  I knew 

that this was a chance for me to make a difference for 
young kids that lived where I grew up and might have 
the same family dynamics going on. I told him I did not 

have to make a choice, both had come together fine for 
me at long last, but if he had to choose a family that did 
not include me so be it.  I hung up, but went and made 

my speech and was on the front page of the local paper, 
and we did not talk for 2 years.  It seemed to me that 
everyone he presented as feeling I was tearing apart 

was doing better than I had expected.  My sister and 

brother were behind me, my remaining 2 grandmothers 
and aunts and uncles (all of whom I had always known 
to be what anyone would call conservative) provided 

me great comfort and hospitality during the time of 
estrangement from my dad.   
 

Dad and I have agreed to disagree.  I now at least visit 
him when I go home, but most often say at my grand-
mothers.  Dad and I were never close, I donõt think he 

is really close to anyone, but we are less close now.  
But I am trying to be okay with that.   
 
I do not know if coming out earlier would have had any 

effect on anyone else in my family, but it would have 
had a tremendous effect on me.  Hours, days, weeks, 
months, and years of my life were robed of so much 

joy.   I do not begin to pretend that I know who the 

universe works, and I donõt know if the place where I 
am at know is completely dependant on what my past 

has been.  I am truly happy were I am now, I have a 
passion for what I do in career and life, I have a won-
derful partner, and I have for the vast part a completely 

wonderful family.   
 
Yes, if I could turn back time I would, but I would do it 

all for me.  I would have not spent 35 years in the 
closet. I know coming out earlier would have been a 
better start to my life.  I would not choose to be any-
where but where I am right now, but I sure would have 

liked to have had a better time getting here. If you have 
family or friends that you even remotely think might be 
struggling like I was when I was a kid, please let them 

know itõs okay, theyõre okay, and it will get better. 
 
In Pride. 

Doug Landreth, Gay Grassroots President 
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Coming Out, a journey I postponed far too long  
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Gay Grassroots Mission Statement: 

To bring together non-partisan activists to advocate for the full  

UNDERSTANDING , RESPECT, EQUALITY , and INCLUSION   

of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender persons living in Northwest Florida. 

FUNDED BY: Membership Dues, Donations, & Fundraisers. STANDING COMMITTEES: Membership, Nominating,  

Fundraising, Advocacy, Response, Social, & Publicity. 
RULED BY: An Elected Governance Board 

your LGBT organization 

Equality House Mission Statement:  
To provide a safe, comfortable, and welcoming space 

to serve as the social, educational, resource, and        

networking hub for the Pensacola area LGBT        

Community.  Operation of the Equality House is      
directed and carried out solely by members of the local 

LGBT community who share our common goals. 

FUNDED BY: Monthly Pledges, One Time Gifts, & Fundraisers. 

GUIDED BY: An Elected Advisory Team.  

STANDING CREWS: Maintenance, Hospitality, Activity, & 

Fundraising. 

PensacolaPRIDE Mission Statement:  

To celebrate and promote the history, courage,  
diversity and worth of the Pensacola area Gay, Lesbian, 

Bisexual, and Transgender Persons individually  

and collectively as the LGBT Community. 

FUNDED BY: Program Advertisements, Vendor Fees,  

Merchandise Sales, Sponsors, Donors & Fundraisers. 

GUIDED BY: An Elected Steering Committee.  

STANDING COMMITTEES: Events, Program, Publicity, Festival 

Entertainment, Festival Vendor, Festival Logistics, & Fundraising.   please take the  
on-line Equality 

House survey at:  

 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/

s/XFRZSHC  
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Public Demonstration & Picnic / Party  

Everyone is invited to come òSTAND OUTó with your community on National Coming Out Day, 

Tuesday October 11th, at 5pm, at Holy Cross MCC.  Please feel free to make signs and banners, 
keeping everything in a positive and respectful tone, so that everyone driving by will know why we 
are out in force.  Afterwards the church will provide a FREE picnic and we will party as the sun 

goes down. 
 

Over the last 6 weeks, Gay Grassroots made available an online survey asking questions pertaining to the Coming Out Journey.  This was not a scientific research study, 

however the results may be of interest.  A total of 63 persons took the brief survey.  Gay Grassroots will offer more surveys in the future as a way to òtake the pulseó of 

our local LGBT Community.  Here are the findings from our òComing Out Journeyó survey: 

At what age did you come out?  

 12 or Younger = 0%; 13-19 = 57.9%: 20-29 = 21.1%; 30-45 = 21.1%; 46-61 = 0%; 62 or Older = 0% 

 

Who did you 1st come out to?  

 Friend = 57%; Immediate Family = 26.3%; Sex Partner =10.5%; Mental Health Worker = 5.3% 

 Extended Family, Teacher, Co-Worker, Medical Provider, and Spiritual Leader each received 0% 

 

How long did you contemplate coming out?  

 Less than 6 Months = 36.8%; 7 Month-Year = 36.8%; 1-2 Years = 10.5%; 2-5 Years = 5.2%; 5-10 Years = 0%; Over10 Years = 10.5% 

 

How fearful were to come out to this 1st person?  

 Not at all = 42.1%; A Little = 10.5%; Somewhat = 36.8%; Greatly = 5.3%; Extremely = 5.3% 

 

How much better or worse was the response from the 1st person you came out to than anticipated?  

 Much Better = 36.8%; Better = 21.1%; Somewhat Better = 10.5%; As Anticipated = 26.3%; Somewhat Worse = 5.3% Much Worse = 0% 

 

How long before you came out to anyone else after the 1st person you came out to?  

 Less than 6 Months = 47.4%; 1-6 Months = 42.1%; 6 Months-1 Year = 5.3%; Have Not Come Out To Anyone Else = 0% 

 

How out are you?  

 Out To Everyone = 42.1%; Out To Most = 36.8%; Out To Select Friends or Family = 10.5%; Only Those That Need To Know = 10.5% 

 

Looking back with your current knowledge how would you have changed your coming out journey?  

 Not At All = 52.6%; Earlier and/or To More People = 36.8%; Later and/or Less People = 10.5%; Would Not Come Out = 0% 

In a world where LGBT persons had full equality and there would be no legal discriminations toward LGBT persons, are there an y persons you would 

still not come out to?                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 No, Would Come Out To Everyone = 68.4%; Co-Worker = 21.1%; Medical Provider = 5.3%;                                                                                                   

 Immediate Family, Extended Family, Mental Health Provider, and Spiritual Leader each received 0% 

Coming Out Journey Survey  
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Theatre West continues to bring envelope pushing  productions to our 

area and community with a limited engagement of the off Broadway 
show òThe Only Worse thing You Could Have Told Me,ó during the 
week of    National Coming Out Day.  Tickets are $15, Five dollars of each 

ticket sold by Gay Grassroots will be donated to the new Equality House by Theater 
West.  Purchase tickets at Holy Cross MCC each Sunday leading up to show dates, 
call Doug @ 850 685-2881, or contact the Theatre West box office (BE SURE 

TO MENTION YOU WANT $5 OF EACH TICKET DONATED TO 
EQUALITY HOUSE) by calling 850 912-4087 or by e-mailing  
reservations@sanctuarytheatrewest.com. 

 

Bake goods being sold at the performances will also benefit the Equality House, 
(please contact us if you would like to donate baked goods).   
 

Most gay men can probably complete the sentence fragment that is the title of "The 
Only Thing Worse You Could Have Told Me. . . .," a very funny, very moving one-
man show written by Dan Butler. 

 
It is part of a classic parental response to the announcement of a son's homosexual-
ity, and it has made its way into the repertory of mordant, double-edged gay jokes. 

Yet as Mr. Butler has written it, while recounting a conversation one of his charac-
ters had with his father at Christmas, you are forced to consider its implications 
anew.  After all, as the father in the story says, the only thing worse his son could 

tell him is "that you were dead." Having delivered this bleak punch line, Mr. Butler 
goes on, "And I try to think of something clever to say." The silence that follows 
vibrates with an unspoken, terrifying question: what does it mean to be something 

that could elicit that response from a parent? 
 
Mr. Butler doesn't say a great deal that hasn't been heard before, but it deserves to 

be told again and again. His spectrum of archetypes (from a disarmingly self-

accepting jock to a defiantly mannered opera queen) and situations (a gay man at-
tending his 20th high school reunion in the Midwest, a boy discovering erotic im-
pulses in a wrestling match) have shown up in many performance pieces and stand-

up routines.  Yet Mr. Butler has orchestrated these familiar elements into a re-
markably clear-eyed and human portrait of the existential questions of gay identity 
that is far more than the sum of its parts. 

 
The fact that the author doesn't shy from cliches or the obvious big questions some-
how only underscores the honesty of this work. They remain an inextricable part of 

gay life in America. And Mr. Butler invariably finds an empathy-provoking human 
pulse in even his most broadly drawn characters.  Mr. Butler's first incarnation is, 
significantly, as a straight man, an earthy, good-time Charlie in a middle-class disco 
who is confronted with a long-time friend's declaration of homosexuality. Jimmy is 

actually quite accepting of the news, although slightly stunned. 
 
Immediately, the questions start: "So you like guys, huh? Hairy legs and muscles and 

stuff like that?" "How do you decide who does what? Do you flip a coin, or what?"  The segment, with its presentation of an outsider's curious take on an unknown world, is 

an inspired bridge into what follows, as it becomes increasingly clear that questions about gay life are not the exclusive province of the uninitiated.  The man bound for his 
high school reunion wonders why "I'm flattered they still think I'm straight." Another man, contemplating his sleeping lover, shifts from rhapsody to resentment. And a lock-

jawed, closeted professional type with a guarded, blank gaze considers the issue of gay men having unsafe sex and asks damningly, "What if all of us at the core are sexually 
adolescent, compulsive, weak, depraved?" 
 

It is to Mr. Butler's credit that the audience becomes noticeably uncomfortable with this last character. The character refuses to dismiss him or the legitimacy of his argu-
ments. And this show is by no means about Us and Them.  The divisions that exist within are given alternately sardonic and touching life, in scenes that portray an Act Up 
member who resents multicultural incursions into the politics of "our disease" and a splendidly neurotic creature who addresses an unseen friend who has asked him to tone 

down his effeminacy. The common denominator for all the characters is a baffled awareness of how arbitrary and inexplicable love is. One of Mr. Butler's points, obviously, is 
that there are as many ways of being gay as                               there are gay men.  He has developed an expressly theatrical code of clean-cut gestures that flirt with carica-
ture and excessive Puckishness 
but never cross those lines. 

Watch what he does with an 
improbably long purple scarf or 
the fantasy of being shot by for-

mer classmates. The moments are 
somehow both larger than life and 
ineffably true to it. 

Off Broadway show to benefit the Equality House  

YOU MUST MENTION EQUALITY HOUSE 

 
DONõT FORGET! we need baked goods for 

each of the benefit show on Sat Oct  8, Sun Oct 

9, Fri Oct 14, Sat Oct 15, and Sun Oct 16, please 

call Doug at 850 685 -2881 to sign up, THANKS!   



SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY : 
Opening an lgbt community center in Pensacola was   
historic, and provide new resources and opportunities 

never available before.  You can ensure that the doors 

stay open and more and more programs, activities, and 

events are offered by making a monthly pledge of support.   

 
I will contribute to the monthly operational ex-

penses of the Equality House with a monthly 

pledge each in the amount of:  

[   ] $10     [   ] $15     [   ] $25 

[   ] $50     [   ] $75     [   ] $100 

[   ] $_____ 
(please include 1st installment, each month you 

will be sent a invoice) 

 

and/or 

 

I will support the advocacy mission of Gay  

Grassroots by my paid membership.   

I desire a membership for: 

[   ] $15 individual        [   ] $25 couple  

[   ] $40 family (same household) 
(please include full payment, and names for 

membership cards) 

 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY  

Name(s) 

________________________________ 

 

________________________________ 

 

________________________________ 

 

 
Street 

________________________________ 

 

City _____________________________ 

 

State ______________ Zip ___________ 

 

E-mail ____________________________ 

 

Phone (______) _______ - ___________ 

 

 

Mail to: 

The Equality House 

18 South Devilliers Street 

Pensacola, FL 32502 

Gay Grassroots and the Equality House 

have greatly increased what  
we have going on.  To keep up this pace we 

MUST have more community  support.  

Without your support, large or small,  
Pensacola will slip back to a area with a less 

vibrant lgbt community.  

FRI OCT 7TH @ 7PM or  

FRI OCT 27TH @ 7PM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Come learn all there is to know 

about how the Gay Grassroots,  
PensacolaPRIDE, and Equality 

House pieces fit together.  

REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED  

if possible please RSVP 
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As we move into our new home, we are in need of the following, any donations would be appreciated.  

Display Case  Color Printer   Patio Furniture  

Push Lawn Mower  Book Shelves  Coffee Table  

End Tables   LGBT Books   LGBT Magazines  

LGBT DVDs   Games 
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50+ Coffee Chat, FREE 

Wed Oct 3 & Wed Nov 1, 5 -9pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The 1st Wednesday of each month are set aside as a 

time of relaxed visitation for persons 50 years and over.  
Come get caught up with old friends or meet new 

friends in setting were you can really talk and hear. 

 

Potluck dinner, FREE 

Fri Oct 13, 7pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Come bring a side dish or dessert to add to the baked 

chicken and rice that will be provided.  

 

Downtown bike ride, FREE 

Sat Oct 15, 10am  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Now that the weather has begun to cool off there is 
not better time to enjoy a leisurely paced bike ride 
downtown.  We travel the downtown waterfront, the 

Palafox street market, and back. We will meet at the 
Equality House at 10am and return for a òbring your 

own picnic.ó 

 

 

Game night, FREE 

Fri Oct 20, 7pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bring your favorite game and snack to share with old 

and new friends. 

 

Movie night with pizza, $5 DONATION  

Fri Oct 21, Wed Oct 26, & Fri Oct 29, 7pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Leading up to Halloween we will host 3 Movie Nights 
featuring some of the òBest of the Worseó camp and b 
horror flixs.  Pizza, popcorn, and sodas will be       

provided. 

 

Benefit dinner, $5 DONATION  

Fri Oct 28, 7pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Come and enjoy a home cooked meal.  This month our 

Chef is Donna, and while the menu has not been final-
ized you can expect to find some òcreepy eaties.ó   

Everyone is encouraged to come in costume. 

 

Grand Open Wine & Cheese Reception, FREE 

Fri Nov 4, 5 -8pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Everyone is invited to our open house reception.  We 

had originally planned to have this open house on Sat 
Oct 15, however that was before the offer of the Thea-
tre West production of òThe Only thing Worse You 

Could Have Told Meó fundraiser for the Equality 
House.  So we have found our selves with a little more 
time to put the finishing touches on our new home, and 

you have more time to invite someone to attend with 

you.   

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Potluck & Benefit Dinners, Wine & Cheese Reception  

Bike Ride & Game Night Return!  

3 Nights of òThe Best of the Worseó Horror Flixs 
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Working toward more streamlined and focused 
communications with facebook  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
In an effort to improve our 
communication via facebook, from now on invitations 

and postings will be more tailored to the facebook page 
we use.  Information about our Gay Grassroots organi-
zation and activities that fall under itõs mission will be 

posted on the www.facebook.com/
GayGrassrootsNWFL page; information about activities 
and events taking place at Equality House will be posted 
on the www.facebook.com/EqualityHouseLGBT page; 

and information about our PensacolaPRIDE festival will 
be posted on the www.facebook.com/PensacolaPRIDE 
page.  Please take a moment and become a friend to 

each of the pages that you wish to stay up to date with. 
 
Equality House adds structure to insure long 

term success  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
On Tue Sept 20, a very productive meeting was heal at 

Equality House as a seven member Equality House 
Advisory Team was selected, and four Equality House 
Crews began to take shape. This newly formed advisory 

team has already begun work on developing and/or 
modifying various policies to insure smooth operation 
of the Equality House.  This advisory team will also be 

consulted by the Gay Grassroots Board of Directors 
regarding any issues and/or concerns relating to the 
Equality House.  Four crews were identified as being 

needed at this time, (others may be added as need 

arises in the future), they are: Maintenance- responsible 
for general upkeep of the interior and exterior of the 
Equality House; Hospitality- responsible for training and 

scheduling of volunteers staffing the Equality House; 
Activities - responsible for selecting, prepping, schedul-
ing, and carrying out events taking place at the Equality 

House; and Fundraising - responsible for building the 
monthly pledged base and soliciting other monies re-
quired to cover all operation expenses of the Equality 

House.  WE ARE SEEKING ADDITIONAL  
MEMBERS FOR EACH OF THESE IMPOR-
TANT CREW, THEY ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE 

SUCCESS OF THE EQUALITY HOUSE.  
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO BE ON ONE OF THESE CREWS.  
 

 

 

Equality House move complete, time to return 

focus to some important programs  
The uncertainty and turmoil during the time leading up 
to Gay Grassrootõs decision to expedite the transition 

of Equality House into a community center that was 
solely guided, operated, and funded by the local LGBT 
Community causes several important programs that 
Gay Grassroots has initiated to be put on the back 

burner. Now that we have completed this transition we 
can focus on getting things back on track.  Please con-
sider which of these programs you would like to be a 

part of insuring the success of...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gay Grassroots is working to gather a meaningful col-
lection of LGBT books, videos, and DVDs that can be 
housed at the Equality House.  The items would be 

available for individual use or used for presentations.  
Please consider donating your items so that others may 
benefit from their information.  If you have any contacts 

for other individuals or organizations that might have 
items that we could add to the collection please let us 

know. 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Gay Grassroots is seeking LGBT owed or operated 

businesses that would like to host a after hours LGBT 

Business Mixer, at their place of business.  This is our 
first step in creating a long desired and needed LGBT 

business guild and/or referral system.  Please contact us 

if you would like to participate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gay Grassroots is working to establish GSA clubs in all 
area high schools.  If you are a student, teacher, parent, 
or concerned citizen who would like to help insure that 

our local students have a safer and more welcoming 

school experience please contact us.  

 
PensacolaPRIDE moves to spring, committee 

members needed now  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As PensacolaPRIDE moves to a spring time event this 

shifts most of the planning work done by committees to 
the fall and winter thus avoiding the summer distrac-
tions that have caused conflicts in the past.  With this in 
mind we are asking anyone who is interested in being a 

part of the continued growth of PensacolaPRIDE as it 
moves to spring to join one of our committees, they 

are:  
Events (all events during the week outside of the festi-

val in the park),  

Entertainment (for the festival in the park),  

Vendor (for the festival in the park),  

Advertising (for the PensacolaPRIDE program),  

Donations (for auctions, raffles, prizes, etc.) 

Publicity (creating awareness of all events), and  

Logistics (permits, insurance, etc.).  
The next PensacolaPRIDE meeting is Wednesday 

October 12th at 7pm.  

 

Gay Grassroots seeks members for committees  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gay Grassroots is moving forward in a more structured 
and thoughtful manner.  We are seeking more mem-

bers of our local LGBT Community to serve on one or 

more of our standing committees;  

Membership (seeks new members) 

Nominating (recruits candidates for elected offices) 

Fundraising (raises money to fund mission work) 

Advocacy (educates and lobbies on issues) 

Response (reacts to critical situations)  

Social (plans R&R) 

Publicity (works to create more awareness) 
The next Gay Grassroots meeting is Wednesday 

October 19th at 7pm.  

 

 

 

Striving to better use facebook  

Setting up Equality House for success  

Post move allows focus to return to programs  



 
The professional photographers of Jasangas Photography will be at the 
Equality House on Saturday Evening October 29th to take photos of you 
(individual, groups, adults or kids) in your costumes.  50% of sales will be 
donated to Equality House. 
 
Packages being offering are as follows: 
Package A:    $20.00 = 1 8X10 or 1 5X7 (Any Pose)  
Package B:    $25.00 = 1 8X10 + 1 5X7  (Any Pose)  
Package C:    $30.00 = 1 8X10 + 2 5X7  (Any Pose) Or 3 images picked in a CD without Prints  
Package D:    $40.00 = 1 8X10 + 2 5X7 + 8 Wallets (Any Pose)  
Package E:    $50.00 = 1 CD with ALL IMAGES burned into CD and taken home that night.  
  

Prints will be Printed over -night and delivered back to Equality House for 
Pick-up from donors on the next business day.  Donors have an option of 
opting out from purchasing sheets, and take home the portraits that same 
day on CD for $30.00 whereas Donors can print, email or upload images 
from their CD on to the Internet or Facebook. CD's do not come with 
Prints or Sheets  
 
To see the high quality of Jasangus Photographyës work visit their website: 
www.jasangasphotography.com  
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Halloween portraits to benefit Equality House  

 

 



Florida congresswoman becomes 1st GOP 
leader to fight DOMA  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, the South Florida GOP con-

gresswoman who Friday, Sept 27,  became the first in 
her party to cosponsor the Respect for Marriage Act, 
òhas joined the dark sideó as a result, according to the 

antigay group Family Research Council.  Ros-Lehtinenõs 
cosponsorship of the bill, which would repeal the De-
fense of Marriage Act, passed in 1996, is not her first 

foray into pro-LGBT legislation. But it nevertheless 
drew the ire of FRC, designated a hate group by the 
Southern Poverty Law Center for its relentless antigay 

spin and perpetuation of flawed research on LGBT 
people.  Per its website, FRC officials wrote of Ros-
Lehtinenõs decision to become the 125th House co-

sponsor of the Respect for Marriage Act: òThe GOP 
leadership has done a lot to protect marriage, mostly 
by appointing a top-notch lawyer to defend DOMA in 

the courts after the Obama administration refused to. 

However, having a member of the Republican leader-
ship undermine everything they're doing on the mar-
riage issue sends the wrong message, especially when 

her current actions specifically target Christian services. 
Is the Republican Party ready to be turned into a party 
that sacrifices religious liberty on the altar of unre-

strained sexual license?ó  FRC asserted that Ros-
Lehtinen, chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee, is 
ònever a big fan of family issuesó and denounced her 

support for other LGBT legislation, including a bill to 
open up more homes to foster youth by banning anti-
gay discrimination by adoption and foster care services 
receiving federal funds (known as the Every Child De-

serves a Family Act, the bill currently has 69 House 
cosponsors; a Senate version has yet to be introduced).  
Ros-Lehtinen, who has a transgender son, has been 

roundly praised elsewhere for stepping out in favor of 

the bill as a Republican-led House advisory group de-
fends DOMA in multiple legal challenges.  òRos-

Lehtinen can be the bridge that turns fear into compas-
sion, half-hearted acceptance into an unconditional 
embrace,ó Fabiola Santiago wrote in a Friday op-ed for 

The Miami Herald. òHer role is a welcomed sign of true 
and rare leadership, and her change of heart on gay 
marriage is also a story about what our children teach 

us about humanity.ó Christian Berle, deputy executive 
director of the Log Cabin Republicans, told The Advo-
cate in response to FRCõs post, òCongresswoman Ileana 
Ros-Lehtinen is and has always been a staunch ally for 

all families, whether they be in Florida, throughout the 
United States or across the globe. The Family Research 
Council or anyoneõs statement to the contrary is ridicu-

lous and clearly a desperate plea for relevance.ó   òBy 
co-sponsoring the Respect for Marriage Act, Ros-
Lehtinen is standing up for all families and promoting 

the core, conservative values of limited government,ó 

Berle said. òThe couples who will benefit from the end 

of DOMA pay taxes, raise children, and contribute to 
their communities.ó 
 

2 Florida anti -gay leaders tapped to help Rick 
Perryõs presidential campaign  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

To help win him the Republican nomination, Rick Perry 
is joining forces in Florida with the evangelical leader 
who ushered in a same-sex marriage ban in that state in 

2008.  John Stemberger, (right), president of the Florida 
Family Policy Council, which claims about 65,000 Flo-
ridians as its followers, is now part of Perry's 

"leadership team" and will serve as cochairman of his 
effort to win a straw poll in the state. Perry also named 
Pam Olsen, (left), to the team. She is on record as 

warning that same-sex marriage and ordination of gay 
priests could lead to floods, fires, and tornadoes. 
Stemberger's endorsement has been featured in a 

mailer to voters. As the former state chairman of the 
Florida4Marriage.org campaign for a constitutional 
amendment banning same-sex marriage, Stemberger 

argued that gay parents are inferior to straight ones.  
"A super majority of Floridians believe, and the re-
search clearly indicates, that children do best when 

raised by a mom and a dad," he said in 2007, spreading 

false information that was most recently debunked 
quite publicly by Sen. Al Franken during a Senate hear-
ing on the Defense of Marriage Act.   Tom Minnery of 

Focus on the Family, which works with the Florida 
Family Policy Council, had claimed during his testimony 
that a 2010 government study proved opposite-sex 

parents offer the best environment for raising children. 
òIsnõt it true, Mr. Minnery, that a married, same-sex 
couple that has had or adopted kids would fall under 

the definition of a ônuclear familyõ in the study that you 
cite?ó asked Franken.   òI would think that the study, 
when it cites a nuclear families, would mean a family 
headed by a husband and wife,ó Minnery replied.  òIt 

doesnõt,ó Franken replied flatly, to laughs. òThe study 
defines a nuclear family as one or more children living 
with two parents who are married to one another, and 

are each biological or adoptive parents to all the chil-

dren in the family. And I frankly donõt really know how 
we can trust the rest of your testimony if youõre read-

ing studies these ways.ó   Stemberger told TheMiami 
Herald that he'd opted to endorse Perry over Michele 
Bachmann after trying to "determine whoõs viable."  

"Perry is not a perfect candidate," he said. "We only 
had one perfect candidate and we crucified him 2,000 
years ago."  In a video Olsen, who is founder of the 

Florida Prayer Network, mocked "tolerance" as an 
excuse for "forgetting God's word completely."  "You 
know what, God is not one that is going to wink at sin," 
she warns. "He will come and shake everything that can 

be shaken. God is a god of judgment." She sees a con-
nection between natural disasters and the Episcopal 
Church's decision to ordain gay priests. "If anybody 

looks at the news and has just seen what's been hap-
pening recently with the floods the fires the tornadoes, 
God is shaking, yeah." 

 

ACLU case brings changes to improve treat-

ment of LGBT persons by police force  
The ACLU of Florida has reached a settlement in a 
lawsuit against the City of Miami Beach and two Miami 

Beach police officers on behalf of Harold Strickland, a 
gay former Miami Beach resident wrongfully arrested in 
March 2009 in retaliation for calling 911 to report that 
two Miami Beach police officers were beating and kick-

ing a man who lay handcuffed on the ground near Fla-
mingo Park.  òFor years, the ACLU has received re-
ports about two systemic problems with the Miami 

Beach police: the harassment of gay men in and around 
Flamingo Park, and the retaliation against persons re-
porting police misconduct,ó said ACLU of Florida LGBT 

Staff Attorney Shelbi Day. òWe are hopeful that this 
settlement marks a turning point for the City of Miami 
Beach in seriously addressing these chronic problems.ó 

The settlement reached requires the City of Miami 
Beach to pay Harold Strickland $75,000 which includes 
attorneysõ fees, as well as enact new policies regarding 

the reporting of police misconduct. The city will also 

implement specific trainings for new police officers 
addressing the harassment of gay men by police in and 
around Flamingo Park, as well as the rights of citizens to 

document police behavior. In March 2009, Strickland 
was walking in South Beach and talking to his sister on 
his cell phone when he saw two men ð undercover 

Miami Beach police officers Frankly Forte and Eliut 
Hazzi ð chase, tackle, and beat a young gay Hispanic 
man in a parking lot next to Flamingo Park. Strickland 

hung up with his sister and called 911 to report the 
attack.  When the officers saw Mr. Strickland, they 
approached him, took his cell phone, and arrested him 

on charges of loitering and prowling and claimed he was 
trying to break into cars ð a claim refuted by Strick-
landõs 911 call. On the way to the police station, offi-

cers Hazzi and Forte hurled anti-gay epithets at a hand-
cuffed Mr. Strickland and suggested that he could be 
made to òdisappear.ó  The ACLU of Florida filed a 

lawsuit on behalf of Mr. Strickland against the City of 

Miami Beach and the officers on November 29, 2010. 
òHarold Strickland should be commended for his tenac-
ity and courage in the face of injustice,ó stated ACLU 

cooperating attorney Ray Taseff. òFrom the initial 911 
call to todayõs settlement, Harold has seen it as his civic 
duty to right a wrong and stop the abuse of power. The 

lesson from todayõs settlement is that with a little cour-
age, you can make a difference in the community.ó 
Among the changes mandated by this settlement is the 

inclusion of new training language for Miami Beach 
police officers, including the following: òImproperly 
prohibiting or punishing a citizen from observing, docu-
menting, or reporting a police officerõs conduct violates 

the First Amendment of the United States Constitu-
tion.ó   òThe most important thing to me since that 
night has been that someone had to be held responsible 

for what was happening in the city that used to be my 

home,ó stated Strickland. òItõs sad that it took someone 
going through what happened to me for the city to 

start taking this problem seriously, but Iõm hopeful that 
after todayõs settlement it will never happen to anyone 
again.ó Officers Forte and Hazzi were terminated by the 

department. 
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Walmart adds transgender protections for  
employees  
 

 
 
 

 
Bentonville, Ark.-based Wal-Mart has added gender 
identity to their list of protected categories for employ-

ees.  Wal-Mart, the nation's largest retailer, already has 
protections for LGB employees. The additional trans-
gender protections were praised by the Human Rights 

Campaign. òWhat matters in the workplace is how you 
do your job, not your gender identity or sexual orienta-
tion,ó HRC President Joe Solmonese said in a press 

release. òAs the nationõs largest private employer, Wal-

Mart shows that doing the right thing is also good for 
business. We urge them to continue to move forward 
by ensuring all of their LGBT employees receive equal 

benefits.ó 

 
After debate Military Chaplains allowed to  
officiate at same gender weddings  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

After months of legal review, the Department of De-
fense announced Friday, Sept 30, that military chaplains 
may officiate in same-sex wedding ceremonies of ser-

vice members in states where gay marriage is legal. 
Such ceremonies can be performed on military bases, 
officials wrote in a memorandum.  In connection with 
repeal of "don't ask, don't tell," Under Secretary of 

Defense for Personnel and Readiness Clifford L. Stanley 
wrote in the DoD memo: "A military chaplain may 
participate in or officiate any private ceremony, 

whether on or off a military installation, provided that 
the ceremony is not prohibited by applicable state and 
local law. Further, a chaplain is not required to partici-

pate in or officiate a private ceremony if doing so would 
be in variance with the tenets of his or her religion or 

personal beliefs. Finally, a military chaplainõs participa-

tion does not constitute an endorsement of the cere-
mony by DoD. Also released by the Pentagon Friday is 
a Sept. 21 facilities memo signed by DoD general coun-

sel Jeh Johnson, who wrote that "military facilities for 
private functions, including religious and other ceremo-
nies, should be made on a 'sexual-orientation neutral' 
basis, provided such use is not prohibited by applicable 

state and local laws." The guidance concurs with a 
previous decision by Navy Chief of Chaplains Rear 
Adm. Mark L. Tidd, who in April clarified upon the 

advice of legal counsel that individual chaplains would 
therefore be permitted ñ and expressly not obligated 
ñ to officiate weddings for gay and lesbian service 

members at base facilities in states that allow marriage 
for same-sex couples, Tidd wrote.  However, Tidd 
suspended his own guidance pending Pentagon legal 

review; social conservative groups and a group of 63 

House Republicans had blasted his guidance, claiming it 

violated Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage Act. The 

Pentagon guidance comes on the same day as the re-
tirement of Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Adm. 
Mike Mullen, whose personal support for ending òdonõt 

ask, donõt telló gave a crucial boost to the repeal move-
ment. Appearing before a Senate committee hearing in 
February 2010, Mullen testified that he was troubled by 
a policy that òforces young men and women to lie 

about who they are in order to defend their fellow 
citizens."  Appearing in his final news conference last 
week with Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta, Mullen 

said of completed òdonõt ask, donõt telló repeal, òToday 
is really about every man and woman who serves this 
country, every man and woman in uniform, regardless 

of how they define themselves. And tomorrow, theyõll 
all get up, theyõll all go to work, and theyõll all be able to 
do that work honestly. And their fellow citizens will be 

safe from harm. And thatõs all that really matters.ó 
 
President Obama glad that DADT repealed but 

works against back pay for ousted service  

members  
Although the ban on openly gay troops has been lifted, 
the Obama administration has been arguing in court 

against a lawsuit which seeks full severance pay for 
those sacked under the law. The American Civil Liber-
ties Union is working on behalf of a former Air Force 

staff sergeant and 142 former troops who received only 
half of their expected severance pay after they were 
fired for being gay. The Justice Department has asked 

the US Court of Federal Claims to dismiss the case. 
However, Judge Christine Odell Cook Miller said she 
was inclined to allow it to continue, Associated Press 

reports.  The military grants severance pay which can 
be halved by a number of conditions. These include 
discharge on the basis of homosexuality and unsuccess-

ful drug or alcohol addiction treatment. According to 
the ACLU, the policy of denying gay troops full sever-
ance pay is unconstitutional.  The case was brought by 

former Air Force Staff Sgt Richard Collins, who was 

discharged in 2006 after two civilians he worked with 
saw him kiss his boyfriend on the cheek while off-duty 
ten miles away from their base.  He expected to be 

paid $25,702 after his discharge but received just 
$12,351. While the Obama administration is not de-
fending the policy, it says that courts cannot rewrite 

military regulations.  Joshua Block, a staff attorney for 
the ACLU, said: òThe government is too embarrassed 
to defend the constitutionality of its policy in open 

court, so it is inventing new reasons to deny these 
service members justice. òThese veterans served their 
country honorably and deserve the full recognition and 
benefits that are afforded to other service members. 

The sums they seek are small to the military, but make 
a huge difference when readjusting to civilian life.ó 
 

Transgender activists celebrate huge federal 

prison victory  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
A lawsuit by a former Federal Bureau of Prisons inmate 
resulted in a settlement that will dramatically change 

how the feds deal with transgender prisoners. A settle-

ment was announced today in the case of Vanessa Ad-

ams, an inmate at the Butner Federal Correctional 
Complex, in Butner, North Carolina. Adams, who was 
diagnosed with gender identity disorder while at a 

Florida prison, filed suit on February 24, 2009, after she 
was denied medically necessary hormone therapy and 
prevented from otherwise expressing a female gender 
identity because she had not received this treatment 

prior to her incarceration.   The lawsuit was settled, in 
part, with the Bureau of Prisons ending its so-called 
òfreeze frameó policy in which treatment for any person 

with GID ñ the standard diagnostic label that trans 
individuals need to get care ñ is kept frozen at the 
level provided at the time he or she entered the federal 

prison system.  òBOPõs freeze frame policy trapped 
transgender prisoners in despair, leading often to de-
pression, suicide attempts, and in many cases, serious 

self-harm, as was the case with Vanessa,ó said Jennifer 
L. Levi, Transgender Rights Project Director for Gay & 
Lesbian Advocates & Defenders. ΟIn Adamsõ case, she 
had not received treatment for GID before being incar-

cerated, so the BOP refused to provide her with medi-
cally necessary care even though its own doctors diag-
nosed her with GID, told her about treatments options 

for GID, and recognized the seriousness of her medical 
condition.Ο òWe applaud the BOP for getting rid of an 
unfair policy that has denied medically necessary care to 

many people. We hope that other state and county 
prison systems will follow BOPõs lead and eliminate 
discriminatory policies that are based on bias rather 

than medical need,ó said Jody Marksamer, a staff attor-
ney at the National Center for Lesbian Rights. Ο The 
BOPõs resulting memorandum, which was sent to all 

federal prison cheifs, all individuals in the prison system 
who have been diagnosed with GID, as well as to the 
medical staff treating these prisoners, instructed that 

òinmates in the custody of the Bureau with a possible 
diagnosis of GID will receive a current individualized 
assessment and evaluation. Treatment options will not 

be precluded solely due to level of services received, or 

lack of services, prior to incarcerationécurrent, ac-
cepted standards of care will be used as a reference for 
developing the treatment plan.óΟΟCiting BOPõs consis-
tently callous conduct toward Adams, the fact that BOP 
could stop her treatment at any time, and that BOP did 
not disavow its policy, Federal District Court Judge 

Joseph L. Tauro sent the case to mediation this sum-
mer, which eventually led to yesterdayõs settlement. 
Adams was represented by Gay & Lesbian Advocates & 

Defenders, Florida Institutional Legal Services, the Na-
tional Center for Lesbian Rights, Bingham McCutchen 
LLP, and Allyson Kurker.  Cassandra Capobianco of 
Florida Institutional Legal Services said, òIt is critical not 

only for Vanessaõs health and safety but for the good of 

other prisoners that BOPõs policy has been changed.óΟΟ 
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Iran publicly hangs 3 men for homosexual acts  
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Three men were hanged in Iran on Sunday, Sept 4, 

executed for òunlawfuló acts of sodomy and homosex-
ual sex. In an interview with the chief spokesman for 

the Oslo, Norway-based Iran Human Rights Watch 
organization, Dr. Mahmood Amiry-Moghaddam told 
LGBTQ Nation on Tuesday that his organization has 

confirmed reports by the state run Iranian news agency 
ISNA Iran, that six people were hanged in the Karoun 
prison of Ahvaz (southwest of the Iranian capital city of 

Tehran) early Sunday morning Independent knowledge-
able sources in Istanbul, Turkey also verified that the 
claims made by the Iranian state run television agency 

were correct.  According to the ISNA report, three of 
the executed men were sentenced to death by the 
Ahvaz revolution court, convicted of òunlawfuló acts 

and acts against Sharia, based on the articles 108 and 
110 of the Iranian Islamic penal code.  Articles 108 and 
110 of the Iranian Islamic Penal code are part of the 

chapter covering the punishment of òHaddó for 

òsodomyó. Article 108 says: òSodomy (or Lavat) is 
sexual intercourse between men,ó and article 110 says: 
òpunishment for sodomy is killing; the Sharia judge 

decides on how to carry out the killing.ó  The men 
were identified as: òM. T.ó, òT. T.ó and òM. Ch.ó (no 
ages were given) and in addition to being convicted of 

sodomy, were also convicted of the offenses of kidnap-
ping and robbery.  Condemning the executions, Dr. 
Amiry-Moghaddam, said, òexecutions for sodomy might 

be among the rare cases were the Iranian authorities 
admit to having executed men convicted of homosexual 
acts.ó   òIranian authorities normally present such cases 
as rape, but rape as not been mentioned in this case.ó 

Amiry-Moghaddam added, and warned of a new wave 
of executions scheduled for the coming weeks in Iran. 
òAfter a short break in the executions due to the Holy 

month of Ramadan, we have received reports about 

many scheduled executions in the coming days and 
weeks in Iran,ó he said. òMany of the scheduled execu-

tions are planned to be carried out publicly.ó 
 
World Health Organization asked to no longer 

call transgender a disorder  
The European Parliament has petitioned the World 
Health Organization to cease classifying transgender 

people as mentally ill, and to eliminate the current 
classification pf ògender dysphoriaó as a òmental and 
behavioral disorderó in the WHOõs International Classi-
fication of Diseases. In the resolution passed Wednes-

day, Sept 28, the language of the text adopted by the 
EU legislative body reads: òThe European Parliament 
calls on the Commission and the World Health Organi-

zation to withdraw gender identity disorders from the 
list of mental and behavioral disorders, and ensure a 
non-pathologizing reclassification in the negotiations on 

the 11th version of the International Classification of 

Diseases.ó  The International Classification of Diseases 

(ICD) serves as a global reference on physical and men-
tal troubles. Until 1990, the ICD also classified homo-
sexuality as a mental illness. The list is currently under 

review ñ the next version should be finalized in 2015. 
òTransgender identities are still considered a mental 
disorder by the World Health Organization,ó said 
Dutch Member of the European Parliament (MEP) 

Emine Bozkurt, author of the resolution. òThis must be 
changed urgently, and certainly by the time the next 
version comes into effect in 2015.ó  òTransgender peo-

ple wishing to live in a body that matches their identity 
are of course entitled to medical treatment and its 
benefits, but the negative stigma surrounding them must 

stop,ó she said.  MEP Ra¿l Romeva i Rueda, said that 
classifying transgender people as mentally ill òmeans 
they are not free to decide for themselves, and are 

often disrespected by the medical profession, their 
employers and their families.ó 
 

Berlin elects gay mayor for 3rd term  
The mayor of the German capital city has been re-

elected for a third term. Klaus Wowereit, who became 
the first openly gay leader elected to a German political 

state office winning his first term as Berlinõs mayor in 
2001, is known for his populist style of leadership fa-
vored by the cityõs citizens.   Officials noted that the 

election turnout was at just over 60 percent of Berlinõs 
approximately 2.5 million eligible voters. Wowereit has 
been mentioned as a possible contender as the Social 

Democrats Partyõs candidate for the chancellorship in 
2013 running against current Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
whose party, the Christian Democratic Union, suffered 

another round of Germany wide electoral setbacks 
during this election cycle.  With the financial crisis in 
the European Union mounting, Merkelõs leadership of 

the German state during the current global recession-
ary economic climate is under attack. Germany is 
Europeõs strongest economy making her the single most 

important political leader in the European Union. 

Critics charge that Merkelõs focus has been protecting 
her political standing inside Germany, rather than taking 
bold, risk-taking actions to rescue the EU currency 

zone. However, that would mean sinking more German 
money into an ever-deepening economic union that 
German voters have thus far shown an antipathy for. 

Wowereit, an outspoken critic of the Merkel led coali-
tion government, stated that a partnership with the 
Greens Party might be possible, saying it was 

òimportant that they come out in favor of politics that 
favor development, progress, and change rather than a 
stalemate.ó   The SPD and Greens have pledged sup-
port for boosting the euro zone bailout fund for coun-

tries like Greece in a crucial vote in parliament vote on 
September 29, when Chancellor Merkel may face a 
revolt from more eurosceptic members of the current 

coalition.  òI am happy to have given the national party a 

tailwind,ó said Wowereit Sunday, as he celebrated 
winning a third five-year term with a 28.2 percent share 

of the vote.  òIn Germanyõs states we want to establish 
the foundations to unseat this unspeakable coalition, 
and form a Social Democratic government to the bene-

fit of all Germans,ó he said. 
 
India police arrest 133 for acting gay  

Police in the northern Mumbai suburb of Oshiwara, 
India staged a raid on a ògayó party at a beach house in 
the popular Versova Beach area early Sunday, Sept 25, 
arresting 133 persons, including transgender Bollywood 

film star Bobby Darling on charges of òindecent behav-
ior.ó  Police arrested the partyõs organizers, Sharaj 
Jogani and Saleem Siraj, for not having obtained requi-

site permission to serve liquor at the party, while the 
DJ ñ DJ Babar ñ was arrested for not having a legal 
license to play music.  Police had raided the party after 

neighbors complained about the loud music that was 

being played. The majority of the party goers were 

described as being òhomosexual,ó according to a police 
spokesperson. òThe team found that those at the party 
were behaving in an indecent manner as defined under 

the Bombay Police Act so they were detained and 
asked to pay a fine of 1,200 Rupees (about $25 U.S. 
dollars) each,ó said Pratap Dighavkar, deputy commis-
sioner of the Oshiwara police.  The party organizers, 

Sharaj Jogani and Saleem Siraj, and DJ Babar were ar-
rested, and later released on bail.  Bobby Darling told 
reporters, òI just went to the party as a celebrity guest 

on a professional level and charged for it. I was not 
aware it was a gay party. I did not see any form of inde-
cent behavior é I doubt the police would have taken 

such action had it not been a gay party.ó òYes, we did 
arrest Bobby Darling. And we charged him for indecent 
behavior. He was let off in the morning after he paid a 

bail of 12,500 Rupees,ó said Assistant Inspector Sanjay 
More of the Oshiwara Police. Police actions in Mumbai 
and its suburbs are facing increasing backlash over 

enforcing what some see as draconian statues that 
define some actions including modern forms of dancing 

or even simply holding hands as òindecent behavior.ó 
In July, police raided a popular local night club, arresting 

71 young persons dancing for what police also referred 
to as indecent behavior. That action, where the 71 
nightclub attendees were detained for 3 hours and then 

fined 38000 rupees each, caused them to take their 
protests online with a Stop Moral Policing page on 
Facebook.  The recent actions by the police agencies 

around Mumbai prompted one Indian media outlet, 
NDTV, to note, òIf you like dancing or wearing party 
clothes, then Mumbai, often described as Indiaõs Man-

hattan, is not the place for you.ó 
 
Russia outlaws all public displays of  

homosexuality  
A new law outlawing all public displays of homosexual-
ity, including Pride parades, has gone into effect in the 

Arkhangelsk region of Russia reports RT.com. The 

measure, which was drafted by several local activist 
organizations and religious groups, is being championed 
most vigorously by the Russian Orthodox Church.  

òAll priests know that the souls of those who suffered 
through sinful homosexual experience are empty and 
desperate,ó said Vsevolod Chaplin, head of the Russian 

Orthodox Church PR department, who added, "And it 
is this insecurity in a minute-long pleasure that forces 
these spiritually unhealthy people to hold marches and 

other public demonstrations.ó Chaplin has been a busy 
man of late. He has appeared on Ekho Moskvy radio to 
insist that the Russian government remove Garcia 
Marquez's "One Hundred Years of Solitude" and Vladi-

mir Nabokov's "Lolita" from high school classrooms 
because the books "romanticize perverted passions that 
make people unhappy." He also asserted the acclaimed 

novels justified pedophilia. "Obviously, the populariza-

tion of these novels in schools will not make our soci-
ety more morally happy," he said. Sadly, the new law 

won't come as a shock to many in Russia. In May more 
than 30 people, including American "dont ask, don't 
tell" activist Dan Choi, were arrested in Moscow while 

attempting to stage a Pride parade. Police disrupted the 
event because they say organizers did not have the 
proper permits.  In October of 2010 the European 

Court of Human Rights found that the ban on Pride 
parades in Russia was unlawful and urged the nation to 
allow LGBT people to peacefully assemble. The Court 
also fined the government 30,000 euros for banning the 

parades in 2006, 2007, and 2008. 
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6:30PM 
come catch up with 

old friends or make 
new friends at this 
affordable buffet 

dinner at Panda 
China, 830 E    

Gregory Street  

6PM-8PM 
the Equality House 

will be reserved for 
persons 50 and 
above in order to 

provide them a  

relaxing atmosphere 

 

                 

5:30PM 

OPEN  

DICUSSION  

info Brian   

850 375-2524  

bdjeike@mac.com 

7PM 
come learn all 

there is to know 
about how the Gay 

Grassroots,  
PensacolaPRIDE, 

and Equality House 

pieces fit together  
REFRESHMENTS 

PROVIDED  

10AM -4PM 
come shop for 

treasures and help 
raise money for 

Equality House  

7:30PM 
benefit show for 

Equality House, see 

page 5 for details  

 
DONõT FORGET! we need baked goods for 

each of the benefit show on Sat Oct  8, Sun Oct 

9, Fri Oct 14, Sat Oct 15, and Sun Oct 16, please 

call Doug at 850 685 -2881 to sign up, THANKS!   

PLEASE NOTE THAT UNTIL WE 

HAVE ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEER 

HOSTS SIGNED UP AND TRAINED, 

THE EQUALITY HOUSE WILL BE 

OPERATING ON LIMITED HOURS 

(MOST OFTEN ONLY AT TIMES OF 

SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES.)   
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7PM 
we will appoint 

standing  

committees;  

membership;  

nominating;  

fundraising;  

advocacy;  

social; and  

publicity  
REFRESHMENTS 

PROVIDED  

7PM 
we will discuss fall 

and winter events 
that can be used to 

raise funds for  
PensacolaPRIDE 

2012 

 

7PM 
come bring a side 

dish or dessert to 
share with old and 

new friends  
BAKED CHICKEN 

& RICE PROVIDED  

 

7-9PM            

@HCMCC                   
$5 or food donation        
learn "country" & 

"non -Country" line 
dancing for begin-
ners, intermediate, 
and advanced lev-

els. Partner not 
required.             

info Ron Busby     

850 572-4604 

10AM                            

meet up for a     
leisurely paced bike 
ride around  

downtown, pack a 
lunch to enjoy as we   
picnic after the ride                                           
info Brian             

850 375-2524 

6-9PM             
come play one of 

our many games, 
or bring your  

favorite  
FEEL FREE TO 

BRING FINGER 
FOODS TO 

SHARE 

 

7PM 
we will complete  

forming crews, 
review policies, and 

discuss fund raising  
REFRESHMENTS 

PROVIDED  

Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests. 

BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ Equality House   GREEN= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House    

PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality House     ORANGE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event away from Equality House      

 

TODAY IS  
NATIONAL 

COMING  
OUT DAY! come 

join us as we 

òSTAND OUTó 

 

 

 
at Holy Cross MCC 

in a public demon-

stration, party to 
follow, details on 

page  4 

2:00PM 
benefit show for 

Equality House, see 

page 5 for details  

7:30PM 
benefit show for 

Equality House, see 

page 5 for details  

7:30PM 
benefit show for 

Equality House, see 

page 5 for details  

7:30PM 
benefit show for 

Equality House, see 

page 5 for details  

7PM 
leading up to 

Halloween we 

will be screening 

some of the 

òbest of the 

worseó camp and 

b horror flixs  

PIZZA,  
POPCORN, & 

SODA PROVIDED  
$3 DONATION 

REQUESTED  

 
DONõT FORGET! we need baked goods for 

each of the benefit show on Sat Oct  8, Sun Oct 

9, Fri Oct 14, Sat Oct 15, and Sun Oct 16, please 

call Doug at 850 685 -2881 to sign up, THANKS!   
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7PM 
come enjoy a home 

cooked dinner, 
(donõt be surprised 
to find a few creepy 

eaties)  
$5 DONATION 

REQUESTED  

costumes  

encouraged!  

6PM-8PM 
the Equality House 

will be reserved for 
persons 50 and 
above in order to 

provide them a  

relaxing atmosphere 

 

                 

Equality House events are for Gay Grassroots members and our community guests. 

BLACK= Gay Grassroots sponsored event @ Equality House   GREEN= Gay Grassroots sponsored event away from Equality House    

PURPLE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event @ Equality House     ORANGE= Gay Grassroots endorsed event away from Equality House      

 

7PM 
come learn all 

there is to know 
about how the Gay 

Grassroots,  
PensacolaPRIDE, 

and Equality House 

pieces fit together  
REFRESHMENTS 

PROVIDED  

5-8PM 
the Equality House 
will be reserved for 

in youth ages 13 to 
18 years in order to 
provide them a time 

of their own,     

supervision will be 

provided 

7PM 
leading up to 

Halloween we 

will be screening 

some of the 

òbest of the 

worseó camp and 

b horror flixs  

PIZZA,  
POPCORN, & 

SODA PROVIDED  
$3 DONATION 

REQUESTED  

6:30PM 
come catch up with 

old friends or make 
new friends at this 
affordable buffet 

dinner at Panda 
China, 830 E    

Gregory Street  

7PM 
leading up to 

Halloween we 

will be screening 

some of the 

òbest of the 

worseó camp and 

b horror flixs  

PIZZA,  
POPCORN, & 

SODA PROVIDED  
$3 DONATION 

REQUESTED  

7-9PM            
@HCMCC                   
$5 or food donation        

learn "country" & 
"non -Country" line 
dancing for          
beginners, interme-

diate, and advanced 

levels.  

5-8PM 
you are invited to 

our Grand  
Opening Open 

House (rescheduled 

from Oct 15)  

The professional photographers of  
Jasangas Photography will be at the 
Equality House on Saturday Evening   
October 29th to take photos of you 
(individual, groups, adults or kids) in 
your costumes.  50% of sales will be 
donated to Equality House.  
(SEE PAGE 9 FOR DETAILS) 



Okla. state legislator and author says  
homosexuals are bigger threat to the United 
States than terrorists  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

As the 10th anniversary of the worst terrorist attack on 
American soil approached, an Oklahoma state legislator 
ignited a furor in the gay community by saying while on 

her book tour that homosexuality is a bigger threat to 
America than terrorism.  State Rep. Sally Kern wrote 
her book, òThe Stoning of Sally Kern: The Liberal At-

tack on Christian Conservatism and Why We Must 
Take a Stand,ó in response to an uproar she unleashed 
in 2008 when she was recorded leveling a similar attack 

against gays.  In that recording, Kern expressed her fear 
that school children were being indoctrinated to accept 
a gay lifestyle, that òstudies show that no society that 

has totally embraced homosexuality has lasted more 

than a few decades,ó and that gays were more of a 
threat to the country than terrorists.  The recording 
flew around the Internet and prompted talk show host 

Ellen DeGeneres to offer Kern a televised phone mes-
sage.  Kern, the wife of a Baptist minister, was speaking 
about her book in late August with Peter LaBarbera, 

president of Americans For Truth about Homosexual-
ity, when she again brought up the gay-terrorist com-
parison.  òYou know,ó she told LaBarbera, òif you just 

look at it in practical terms, which has destroyed and 
ended the life of more people? Terrorism attack here in 
America or HIV/AIDS? In the last 20 years, 15 to 20 
years, weõve had maybe three terrorist attacks on our 

soil with a little over 5,000 people regrettably losing 
their lives. In the same time frame, there have been 
hundreds of thousands who have died because of having 

AIDS. So which oneõs the biggest threat?ó  

 
Newpaper calls Obama appointee pervert for 

being an òoutspoken homosexualó 
sThe Tulsa Beacon, a right wing newspaper that makes 
the New York Post look like The New York Times, pub-

lished a scathing indictment of Jim Roth, a recent ap-
pointee to the Oklahoma State Election Board. Roth 
was recently appointed by Oklahoma governor Mary 

Fallin, who campaigned on her Christian values, accord-
ing to the Beacon. The paper claims in an editorial that 
Fallin betrayed her campaign promises by appointing 
Roth, who they call an "outspoken homosexual."  "The 

election board needs people of integrity, not those who 
live a perverted lifestyle, whether it be homosexuality 
or heterosexual promiscuity, alcoholism, drug addic-

tion, or a host of other personal problems," reads the 
editorial. "Undoubtedly, there are homosexuals who 
serve in state government. But someone who is open 

about his perverted lifestyle should not be appointed to 

a position of honor and integrity by a governor who 

wants to govern by biblical principles. Roth will serve 
immediately on an interim basis but his four-year post is 
subject to approval by the Oklahoma Senate. They 

should send him packing." 

 
Canadian group accuses equality of òcorrupting 

childrenó 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 A right-wing Canadian group claims that school equal-
ity policies are òcorrupting childrenó. The Institute for 
Canadian Values ran an ad in the National Post this 
week urging adults to stop òconfusing childrenó by 

teaching them about gay and transgender people. 
The ad, which shows a little girl, says: òPlease! Donõt 
confuse me. Donõt teach me to question if Iõm a boy, 

transexual, transgendered, intersexed or two spirited.ó 
Appealing to the leaders of the three major Ontario 
parties, it continues: òPlease tell me you will stop telling 

teachers to confuse me. I face enough in the world 
already.ó The ad serves to revive last yearõs ôStop Cor-
rupting Childrenõ campaign. According to gay newspa-

per Xtra!, the ad wrongly claims that optional sex edu-
cation lessons are mandatory. The National Postõs 
manager of advertising sales, Enzo Loschiavo, told Xtra! 
that the newspaper had received plenty of complaints 

and would probably not run the ad in future.He said: 
òWe obviously donõt want to offend anyone,  but we 
also understand that everyone has a freedom of 

speech.ó Transgender activist Chase Joynt has created a 
spoof ad in response, which says: òPlease! Donõt insult 
me. Teach me to question everything!ó He said: òI 

thought it was manipulative to use the face of a small 
child. òWhere the ad is doing the most damage is in not 

only presenting trans identities in any form as invalid 

and shameful, but also to rely on the education system 
to disseminate these lies.ó 
 

National radio host says gays hate Jesus, and 
adds she does not think there are any such  
humans that are gay  
It may come as a surprise to LGBT Christians, but 

according to right-wing radio host Linda Harvey, gays 
and feminists òhate Jesus Christ.ó On a recent broad-
cast of her Mission: America show commemorating the 

anniversary of the 2001 terrorist attacks, Harvey said 
people on the left have failed to stand up to what she 
termed òradical Islam.ó  òHow in the world can the left 

be aligned with these folks?ó she said. òWell, thereõs a 
real simple answer, I think, in that the enemy of my 
enemy is my friend. They all hate the actual Judeo-

Christian heritage and those who uphold it, they hate 

the West ... they hate the ideology, they hate the free-

dom. Itõs a spiritual thing, they hate Jesus Christ. òThis 

is why you have the homosexual and pro-abortion 
feminists remaining silent or actually being apologists 
for radical Islam. Hello, they would be the first people 

that in an Islamic state that would come under some 
level of oppression, why wouldnõt they be afraid of 
these people? No, because they all hate Jesus Christ 
and his followers.ó In various broadcasts, Harvey has 

claimed that no one is really LGBT, saying itõs òthe 
lifestyle, not the person, because there are no such 
humansó; denounced the It Gets Better Project; and 

said LGBT people are bad employment risks and should 
not hold teaching posts or other jobs that bring them 
into contact with children. 
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Southwest says lesbian kiss is not òfamily 
friendlyó 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Two women kicked off a Southwest Airlines flight after 

being reprimanded for kissing insist "it was one, modest 
kiss," not the make-out session some had speculated 
about.  Uh Huh Her band mates and girlfriends Leisha 

Hailey and Camila Grey lit the blogosphere on fire (and 
subsequently mainstream news outlets) Monday when 
they began tweeting that they were singled out on a 

Southwest flight for kissing and then kicked off the 
plane after complaining about discrimination.  Hailey, 
who starred on The L Word for six seasons, tweeted 

that a flight attendant told them the airline was a 
òfamilyó business and that they had to stop kissing. She 
later tweeted that they were removed from the flight. 

Southwest issued an apology stating that the airline was 
sorry that Hailey and Grey had a less than satisfying 
experience on the flight but that the officials had heard 

that the womenõs behavior was excessive and passen-
gers were complaining.  "Our crew, responsible for the 
comfort of all Customers on board, approached the 

passengers based solely on behavior and not gender," 

the statement reads. "The conversation escalated to a 
level that was better resolved on the ground, as op-
posed to in flight."  The airline added, "We are ready to 

work directly with the passengers involved to offer our 
heartfelt apologies for falling short of their expecta-
tion." Now Hailey and Grey have gone on the record 

with a statement sent via their publicist that the kiss 
was a simple òpeck on the cheekó and that they would 
be filing a formal complaint against the airline. Here is 

the statement, which is being distributed by the Gay 
and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation, from Hailey 
and Grey: "We have always promoted tolerance, open-
ness and equality both as a band and as individuals. We 

both come from loving homes where our parents not 
only love and accept us, but are also proud of who we 
are. We believe everyone has the right to live openly in 

this society as equals. In no way were our actions on 

Southwest Airlines excessive, inappropriate or vulgar. 
We want to make it clear we were not making out or 

creating any kind of spectacle of ourselves, it was one, 
modest kiss. We are responsible adult women who 
walk through the world with dignity. We were simply 

being affectionate like any normal couple. We were on 
the airplane less than 5 minutes when all was said and 
done. We take full responsibility for getting verbally 

upset with the flight attendant after being told it was a 
'family airline.' We were never told the reason the flight 
attendant approached us, we were only scolded that we 
'needed to be aware that Southwest Airlines was a 

family oriented airline.' No matter how quietly homo-
phobia is whispered, it doesnõt make it any less loud. 
You canõt whisper hate. We ask this airline to teach 

their employees to not discriminate against any couple, 
ever, regardless of their own beliefs. We want to live in 
a society where if your loved one leans over to give you 

an innocent kiss on an airplane it's not labeled as 

'excessive or not family oriented' by a corporation and 
its employees. We find it very disturbing that the same 

airline who lauds itself as being LGBT friendly has 
twisted an upsetting incident that happened into our 
behavior being 'too excessive.' The above is not an 

apology and we are in the process of filing a formal 
complaint with the airline. We hope that when all is 
said and done a greater tolerance without prejudice will 

evolve." 
 
GOP debate crowd boos gay soldier  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

First it was Gov. Rick Perry and the death penalty. Then 
it was Rep. Ron Paul and health insurance. Now it is 
former Sen. Rick Santorum and openly gay and lesbian 

troops  serving in the military. But instead of cheers, it 
is a loud boo drawing attention. For the third time this 
month, the audience at a Republican presidential debate 

has played an  active role and put an exclamation mark 
on a particular question. Former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick 
Santorum, who has been targeted by gay rights groups 

in the past, was asked by a moderator at the Fox News

-Google debate in Orlando Thursday, Sept 22, night 
about the repeal this week of the militaryõs òdonõt ask, 
donõt telló policy toward openly gay and lesbian service 

members serving in the military.  òIn 2010, when I was 
deployed to Iraq, I had to lie about who I was, because 
Iõm a gay soldier, and I didnõt want to lose my job,ó said 

Stephen Hill, whose image was projected on a large TV 
screen in the debate hall. òMy question is, under one of 
your presidencies, do you intend to circumvent the 

progress thatõs been made for gay and lesbian soldiers 
in the military?ó  Members of the crowd booed loudly 
at the question.  Santorum launched into an impas-
sioned defense of re-instating the òdonõt ask, donõt telló 

policy. 
òI would say, any type of sexual activity has absolutely 
no place in the military,ó he said. òAnd the fact that 

theyõre making a point to include it as a provision within 

the military that we are going to recognize a group of 
people and give them a special privilege to ñ to ñ and 

removing òdonõt ask/donõt telló I think tries to inject 
social policy into the military. And the militaryõs job is 
to do one thing, and that is to defend our country.ó 

Applause grew in the audience as he added, òWe need 
to give the military, which is all-volunteer, the ability to 
do so in a way that is most efficient at protecting our 

men and women in uniform. And I believe this under-
mines that ability.ó  But Hill has already gone public as a 
gay soldier. What should be done with him, the Fox 
News moderator asked?  òWhat weõre doing is playing 

social experimentation with é our military right now. 
And thatõs tragic,ó Santorum argued. òI would é just 
say that, going forward, we would é reinstitute that 

policy, if Rick Santorum was president, period. That 
policy would be reinstituted. And as far as people who 
are in é I would not throw them out, because that 

would be unfair to them because of the policy of this 

administration, but we would move forward in é con-
formity with what was happening in the past, which 

was, sex is not an issue. é It should not be an issue. 
Leave it alone, keep it é to yourself, whether youõre a 
heterosexual or a homosexual.ó  The crowd in Orlando 

cheered wildly at Santorumõs answer.  Congress ap-
proved repeal of the òdonõt ask, donõt telló policy in 
December 2010, during the lame-duck session after the 

elections that swept Republicans into power of the 
House of Representatives, but before they had taken 
power. Six Republicans voted with Democrats in the 

Senate to repeal the policy.  The policy took nine 
months to repeal and gays and lesbians can publicly 
disclose their sexual orientation without fear of being 

discharged, as of this week. Santorum was asked about 

the boos Friday on Fox News. òI condemn the people 
who booed that gay soldier,ó Santorum said. òHeõs 
serving our country. I thank him for his sercie and I 

hope heõs safe and returns safely and dos the mission 
well.ó  Santorum said he did not hear the boos in the 
debate hall, but Megyn Kelly, one of the Fox modera-

tors, did. Santorum said if he had heard the boos, he 
would have òsaid donõt do that; this man is serving our 
country.ó  But it is not just the booing  that has gay 

rights groups perturbed. Santorumõs opinion is that the 
man shouldnõt be able to serve as an openly gay man. 
òNo service member defending our freedoms in Iraq 

should be booed for expressing his or her views as an 
individual,ó said Servicemembers Legal Defense Net-
work Director Aubrey Sarvis said in a statement. òI 

regret that this brave patriot was not defended last 
night in Orlando and that no candidate spoke up to say 
ôDonõt Ask, Donõt Tellõ repeal has been settled by Con-

gress and our nationõs senior military leaders ð and is 

supported by more than eighty percent of the Ameri-
can people.ó 
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GOP debate crowd boo gay soldier  

Canõt lesbians safely kiss on an airplane? 
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MD students learning little about LGBT medical 

needs 
Future doctors aren't learning much about the unique 
health needs of gays and lesbians, a survey of medical 

school deans suggests. On average, the schools devoted 
five hours in the entire curriculum to teaching content 
related to lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender pa-

tients, according to the survey results appearing in 
Wednesday's Journal of the American Medical Associa-
tion. A third of the schools had none during the years 

students work with patients. More than a quarter of the 
medical school deans said their school's coverage of 16 
related topics was "poor" or "very poor." The topics 

included sex change surgery, mental health issues and 

HIV-AIDS. While nearly all medical schools taught 
students to ask patients if they "have sex with men, 
women or both" while obtaining a sexual history, the 

overall curriculum lacked deeper instruction to help 
"students carry that conversation as far as it needs to 
go," said lead author Dr. Juno Obedin-Maliver of the 

University of California, San Francisco. Without such 
education, doctors are left guessing and can make faulty 
assumptions, Obedin-Maliver said. For instance, lesbians 

need Pap tests, which screens for the sexually spread 
virus that causes most cervical cancer, as often as het-
erosexual women do. But some doctors assume they 

don't need them.  "I'm an ob-gyn and I have had lesbian 
patients come to me and say I haven't had a Pap test in 
20 years because my doctors said I didn't need one," 

Obedin-Maliver said. Earlier this year, the Institute of 

Medicine reported that there's little research to guide 

doctors in the treatment of lesbians and gays. But some 
things are known: There are increased risks of depres-
sion, suicide attempts, homelessness and being victims 

of violence for lesbians, gay men and bisexuals. Lesbians 
and bisexual women may get less preventive care to 
stay healthy, and have higher rates of obesity and breast 
cancer. The Association of American Medical Colleges 

recommends that medical schools ensure students 
master "the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to 
provide excellent comprehensive care" for gay, lesbian, 

bisexual and transgender patients. The new findings are 
based on a Web-based survey that drew responses 
from 85 percent of U.S. and Canadian medical schools. 

That's a remarkably high response rate, which shows 
the deans believe it's an important issue, said Dr. Ray-
mond Curry, vice dean for education at Northwestern 

University Feinberg School of Medicine in Chicago. 
In an accompanying editorial, Curry wrote that the 
researchers missed the opportunity to find out how 

many medical schools have gay and lesbian faculty and 

how many have student groups for gays and lesbians. 
"Trying to assess the adequacy of a curriculum in ad-
dressing these issues is perhaps not best approached in 

counting hours of instruction," Curry said. 
 
Medicare steps up enforcement of equal  

visitation and representation rights in hospitals  
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
has announced new guidance to support enforcement 

of rules that protect hospital patients' right to choose 
their own visitors during a hospital stay, including a 
visitor who is a same-sex domestic partner. These 

rules, finalized by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) in November, apply to all hospitals that 
participate in Medicare and Medicaid. The guidance also 

supports enforcement of the right of patients to desig-

nate the person of their choice, including a same-sex 

partner, to make medical decisions on their behalf 
should they become incapacitated. "Couples take a vow 
to be with each other in sickness and in health and it is 

unacceptable that, in the past, some same-sex partners 
were denied the right to visit their loved ones in times 
of need," said HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius. "We 
are releasing guidance for enforcing new rules that give 

all patients, including those with same-sex partners, the 
right to choose who can visit them in the hospital as 
well as enhancing existing guidance regarding the right 

to choose who will help make medical decisions on 
their behalf." The rules updated the Conditions of Par-
ticipation (CoPs), which are the health and safety stan-

dards all Medicare- and Medicaid-participating hospitals 
and critical access hospitals must meet, and apply to all 
patients of those hospitals even if they are not on Medi-

care or Medicaid. Among other things, the CoPs re-
quire hospitals to explain to all patients their right to 
choose who may visit them during their inpatient stay, 

regardless of whether the visitor is a family member, a 

spouse, a domestic partner (including a same-sex do-
mestic partner), or another type of visitor, as well as 
their right to withdraw such consent to visitation at any 

time. Existing CoPs also protect the rights of hospital 
patients to have representatives who can act on their 
behalf. HHS has updated the guidance for these rules to 

emphasize that hospitals should give deference to pa-
tients' wishes concerning their representatives, whether 
expressed in writing, orally, or through other evidence, 

unless prohibited by state law. The guidance issued 
today is intended to make it easier for family members, 
including a same-sex domestic partner, to make in-

formed care decisions for loved ones who have become 
incapacitated.  

Retailers are put on the spot over anti -gay aid 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
A handful of advocates, armed with nothing more than 

their keyboards, have put many of the countryõs largest 
retailers, including Apple, Microsoft, Netflix and Wal-

Mart, on the spot over their indirect and, until recently, 

unnoticed roles in funneling money to Christian groups 
that are vocal in opposing homosexuality.  The advo-
cates are demanding that the retailers end their associa-
tion with an Internet marketer that gets a commission 

from the retailers for each online customer it gives 
them. It is a routine arrangement on hundreds of e-
commerce sites, but with a twist here: a share of the 

commission that retailers pay is donated to a Christian 
charity of the buyerõs choice, from a list that includes 
prominent conservative evangelical groups like the 

Family Research Council and Focus on the Family.  
The marketer and the Christian groups are fighting 
back, saying that the hundred or so companies that 

have dropped the marketer were misled and that the 
charities are being slandered for their religious beliefs.  
The national battle was ignited in July by Stuart Wilber, 

a 73-year-old gay man in Seattle. He was astonished, he 
said, when he learned that people who bought Micro-

soft products through a Christian-oriented Internet 

marketer known as Charity Giveback Group, or 
CGBG, could channel a donation to evangelical organi-
zations that call homosexual behavior a threat to the 

moral and social fabric.  òI said, ôYouõve got to be kid-
ding, Microsoft,õ ó he recalled, noting that the software 
giant ñ like many other corporations accessible 
through the commerce site, including Apple and Netflix 

ñ was known as friendly to gay causes.   In July, Mr. 
Wilber went to a Web site that helps groups and indi-
viduals circulate petitions, called Change.org, and 

started one, asking Microsoft to end its association with 
what he called òhate groups.ó By that night, 520 people 
had signed, with their ire copied to Microsoft officials 

ñ and Microsoft had quietly dropped out of the dona-
tion plan. Much to Mr. Wilberõs surprise, this would be 
the start of an electronic conflict that has put hundreds 

of well-known companies in an unwelcome glare.  On 
one side are angry gay-rights advocates and bloggers, 

wielding the club of the gay communityõs purchasing 

power.  On the other side are conservative Christian 
groups that say they are being attacked for their legiti-
mate biblical views of sex and marriage, as well as a 
Web marketing firm that feels trampled for providing 

consumers with free choice.  Caught in the middle are 
companies, including such giants as Macyõs, Expedia and 
Delta Air Lines, which have the dual aims of avoiding 

politics but not offending any consumers. In this case, 
they have been pressured to make a choice that may 
involve little money either way but that could offend 

large blocs of consumers.  òThis is economic terror-
ism,ó said Mike Huckabee, the former pastor, governor 
and presidential contender, who is a paid CGBG con-

sultant. òTo try to destroy a business because you donõt 
like some of the customers is, to me, unbelievably un-
American,ó he said in an interview.  CGBG, a for-profit 

company formerly called the Christian Values Network, 
resembles hundreds of so-called affiliate marketers, 

which retailers use to bring customers to their own 

Web sites. The affiliate receives a commission on any 
sales, and CGBG allows buyers to send half that com-
mission to any of the Christian charities on its list.  

In July, as word of Mr. Wilberõs victory spread virally, 
Ben Crowther, a college student in Bellingham, Wash., 
started a similar Internet appeal to Apple, which would 
soon succeed after drawing 22,700 signers. Roy Steele, 

who runs a gay-rights Web site in San Francisco, picked 
up the crusade, directly contacting about 150 compa-
nies listed on the e-commerce site.  AllOut.org, a gay-

rights group in New York with hundreds of thousands 
of e-mail-ready members, focused on the travel indus-
try, helping to push Avis, Westin Hotels & Resorts, 

Expedia and many other hotels and travel agencies to 
disassociate themselves from CGBG.  Close to 100 
companies have left the charity arrangement, though 

most refuse to discuss the matter. These have become 
the objects, in turn, of a countercampaign from the 

Christian groups ñ òPlease Donõt Discriminate Against 

My Faithó is the heading of a sample letter ñ and of 
high-level entreaties from Mr. Huckabee and other 
Christian leaders.  A few companies that briefly left the 
network have been persuaded to rejoin, including 

Delta, PetSmart, Samõs Club, Target and Wal-Mart.  
òPeople have been misled. The retailers are not donat-
ing to anyone; they are simply paying a commission to 

get traffic,ó John Higgins, the president of CGBG, said in 
an interview.  He said CGBG focused on Christian 
consumers and marketing through large organizations 

like Focus on the Family because it saw an untapped 
commercial opportunity.  òRetailers should keep their 
doors open to everybody,ó Mr. Higgins said. He also 

complained that some competing e-commerce sites 
included the same conservative groups on charity lists 
but had not been subjected to similar attacks.  
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Census: 131,729 gay couples report they're  
married  
Increasingly visible, the number of gay Americans telling 
the U.S. census they're living with same-sex partners 

nearly doubled in the past decade, to about 650,000 
couples. And more than 130,000 recorded partners as 
husband or wife.  Census figures released Tuesday, Sept 

27,  provide a rare snapshot of married and unmarried 
same-sex couples in the U.S. based on the government 
count conducted last year, when gay marriage was legal 

in five states and the District of Columbia.  
 
It comes at a time when public opposition to gay mar-

riage is easing and advocacy groups are seeking a state-
by-state push for broader legal rights.  Some 131,729 
same-sex couples checked "husband" or "wife" boxes 

on their decennial census forms, the first time people 

could do so, after gay marriage became legal in Massa-
chusetts starting in 2004.   That 2010 tally of married 
gay couples is higher than the actual number of legal 

marriages, civil unions and domestic partnerships in the 
U.S. Even after New York legalized gay marriage in 
June, a Census Bureau consultant, Gary Gates of UCLA, 

put the actual number of legally recognized gay partner-
ships at 100,000.  "There's no dispute the same-sex 
population increases from 2000 and 2010," said Martin 

O'Connell, chief of the fertility and family statistics 
branch at the Census Bureau. In cases of couples who 
reported they were living in a marriage relationship, 

"they basically responded that way because that is truly 
how they felt they were living." 
 

The total of 646,464 gay couples in the U.S. was a 
downward revision of the Census Bureau's count of 
901,997 released last month. The bureau said Tuesday 

it had to make the adjustment after determining that 

coding errors resulted in an exaggerated count for the 
initial number. Still, researchers believe the new esti-
mate could be as much as 15 percent lower than the 

actual number of gay couples in the U.S. because of 
social stigma, discrimination or other concerns about 
confidentiality. In a small number of cases, younger gay 

couples also may not have been counted in the census if 
they were "doubling up" in a home where neither was 
the head of household. 

 
Based on revisions made to the 2000 census figure as 
well, the number of same-sex couples nationwide rose 
80 percent from an adjusted 2000 figure of 358,390. 

Previously, the Census Bureau had reported there were 
594,391 same-sex couples in the U.S. in 2000.  Nation-
wide, about 51 percent of the couples last year were 

female. Nearly one in five of the same-sex couples was 

raising children at home - widely distributed among 
those who reported being in marriage relationships and 

those who were not. 
 
Broken down by state, the highest rates of increase in 

gay couples - both married and unmarried - were in 
lesser-populated states such as West Virginia, Montana, 
the Dakotas, Oklahoma and Kentucky, each rising at 

least 150 percent from 2000. In contrast, the larger, 
more traditional gay places including the District of 
Columbia, California and New York, posted the small-
est percentage increases - 60 percent or less. 

Gay rights groups say the latest census numbers are an 
important step in increasing visibility and helping to 
dispel notions that they live primarily in big cities on the 

two coasts. Still, because the census forms do not ask 
about sexual orientation, some activists have com-
plained that single gays - as opposed to those with live-

in spouses and partners - have no means of gaining 

collective representation through the census. 

"Every step is a step forward in acknowledging that, yes, 
we do exist," said Lois Farnham, of Burlington, Vt., who 
recorded a civil union with Holly Puterbaugh the first 

day they were allowed in 2000 and then legally married 
her in 2009. 
 
Farnham, 67, said she expected the census numbers 

would underestimate the number of people in such 
relationships, noting that many same-sex couples keep 
quiet about their married status. "They can't share that 

with a lot of people for family or job security reasons. 
It's still an issue and people are still being discriminated 
against," she said. 

 
Puterbaugh, 65, said many couples live as if they're 
married without making it formal. "You have to remem-

ber that there are many straight couples who have 
chosen not to marry for whatever reason that may be," 
she said. 

 

Brian Moulton, chief legislative counsel at the Human 
Rights Campaign, described the latest census numbers 
as a "tremendous increase," demonstrating a culture 

shift and sending a signal to local officials and govern-
ments that gays and lesbians exist and deserve rights 
and benefits. "A lot of couples who are reporting they 

are same-sex are in places where it's been legally and 
culturally more challenging for our community," he said. 
"That's not a reflection of couples suddenly popping out 

of nowhere - the culture is changing in those places to a 
degree people feel comfortable coming out on the 
census form." 

 
The new same-sex data come as battlegrounds lie 
ahead over gay rights. Voters in North Carolina and 

Minnesota will be deciding next year on the fate of 
constitutional amendments banning gay marriage, while 
the Maryland Legislature is expected to consider a bill 

that would legalize it. An August poll by The Associated 

Press and the National Constitutional Center found a 
narrow majority of Americans support legal recognition 
of same-sex marriage - 53 percent to 44 percent op-

posed. That is largely unchanged from last year but a 
shift from 2009, when a slim majority opposed govern-
ment recognition of gay marriage. 

 
Groups opposing gay marriage have challenged the view 
that same-sex marriage will inevitably become the law 

of the land, saying that opponents have prevailed re-
peatedly in statewide votes. The National Organization 
for Marriage has been asking GOP presidential candi-
dates to sign their marriage pledge, which includes 

support for a federal marriage amendment defining 
marriage as the union between one man and one 
woman. So far, it says it received commitments from 

Texas Gov. Rick Perry, Rep. Michele Bachmann, former 

Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney and former Sen. Rick 
Santorum. 

 
Peter Sprigg, senior fellow for policy studies at the 
Family Research Council, notes that in the final census 

analysis a little over one-half of one percent of U.S. 
households are made up of same-sex couples - or 1 in 
180. "This is a tiny, tiny segment of the population - the 

homosexual population is small, and the percentage in 
actual, committed partnership relationships is even 
smaller," he said. "We would hope politicians would not 
feel a need to pander to that small population." In 2000, 

citing the federal Defense of Marriage Act, the Bush 
administration directed the Census Bureau to re-code 
same-sex couples who identified themselves as married 

to be counted as unmarried partners. Pressed by gay-
rights groups in 2009, the Obama administration re-
versed that policy, allowing the bureau to count same-

sex couples as married. 

The census figures were welcomed by many gay people. 

"It makes me feel like I am part of this country," said Al 
Koski, 69, a retired Social Security claims representative 
from Bourne, Mass., who married his partner Jim Fitz-

gerald in 2007 after they were together for more than 
30 years. "I don't have to be in the background any-
more. I am glad people are coming out of the closet and 
are not afraid to check that box." 

 
Koski said he is hopeful that the census count will help 
in the push to legalize gay marriage in other states. 

The highest share of households with reported same-
sex couples - both married and unmarried - was in 
Washington, D.C., at nearly 2 percent. Washington was 

followed by Vermont, Massachusetts, California, Ore-
gon, Delaware, New Mexico and Washington state. On 
the other end of the scale, North Dakota, South Da-

kota and Wyoming had the smallest shares, each with 
less than one-third of 1 percent. 
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Kerry, Nadler propose fair housing bill for 
LGBTs  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Sen. John Kerry of Massachusetts has introduced fed-

eral legislation to expressly prohibit anti-LGBT discrimi-
nation in housing.  The bill, known as the Housing Op-
portunities Made Equal Act, or HOME Act, would 

amend the 1968 Fair Housing Act to ban discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity in 
housing, as well as amend the Equal Credit Opportunity 

Act to prevent such discrimination in lending (the bill 
would also bar discrimination based on source of in-
come and marital status). A House version of the bill 

will be introduced later today by Rep. Jerrold Nadler of 
New York.  òItõs hard to believe that in 2011, any law-
abiding, tax-paying American who can pay the rent canõt 

live somewhere just because of who they are,ó Kerry 

said in a statement. òHousing discrimination against 

LGBT Americans is wrong, but today in most states 
there isnõt a thing you can do about it. This legislation 
would end discrimination that continues to hurt peo-

ple.ó  In January the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development announced regulations to ban discrimina-
tion against LGBT people by housing owners who re-
ceive HUD financing or housing that is insured by HUD, 

as well as prohibit lenders from using gender identity or 
sexual orientation as eligibility criteria for federally 
backed mortgages. In addition, the regulations clarified 

that òeligible familiesó under numerous HUD programs 
include LGBT families.  Ian Thompson, legislative repre-
sentative for the American Civil Liberties Union, said 

Thursday that the HOME Act òwould move us a big 
step closer to an America where decent, affordable 
housing is available to all Americans. No person should 

be denied housing because of who they are or who 
they love.ó  Organizations who endorse the bill include 
the Family Equality Council, Human Rights Campaign, 

and the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force Action 

Fund. òToday, federal civil rights laws do not protect all 
people, and leave the door open for unscrupulous and 
bigoted people to deny housing choice to people based 

on their sexual orientation, gender identity, source of 
income, or marital status,ó the groups wrote in an 
endorsement letter, along with organizations including 

National Council of La Raza, NAACP, and ACLU. 
Per a news release issued through Kerryõs press office, 
the bill would do the following:  

 
· Amend the Fair Housing Act to prohibit housing dis-
crimination and intimidation on the basis of sexual 

orientation, gender identity, marital status, or source of 
income. 
 

· Amend the Equal Credit Opportunity Act to prohibit 

discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation or 

gender identity in access to credit. 
 
· Outlaw housing discrimination both before and after a 

housing unit is acquired. 
 
· Strengthen antidiscrimination protections for handi-
capped individuals and LGBT parents with custody of a 

child. 
 
· Provide the attorney general with appropriate pre-

litigation investigative power to enforce the law. 
 
The Senate billõs original cosponsors are Democratic 

senators Tom Harkin of Iowa, Patty Murray of Wash-
ington, Kirsten Gillibrand of New York, Chris Coons of 
Delaware, Jeff Merkley of Oregon, Sheldon Whitehouse 

of Rhode Island, and Dan Inouye of Hawaii. 

Fired water -polo coach fights back  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

A former high school water-polo coach filed a discrimi-
nation complaint against Charter Oak Unified School 
District and claimed he was fired last month because he 
is gay.  Mitch Stein, who worked as an assistant water-

polo coach at Charter Oak High during the summer, 
said Principal Kathleen Wiard terminated him after 
receiving an anonymous letter complaining about pho-

tos found on his Facebook and Myspace pages.  
Stein said the letter included two photos, one of him 
posing with two drag queens and the other of him 

about to eat a corn dog. According to the complaint, 
the letter's author called Stein "unfit to coach" and 
threatened to go to the school board if he was not 

fired immediately.  Stein said he promised to have the 
pictures taken down, but he said Wiard was adamant 
that he be fired. Wiard did not return calls requesting 

comment.  "The reaction to that letter, in my opinion, 
was homophobic," Stein said.   Stein's attorney, Brad 

Kane, said the next day Stein was called back to the 

school for a meeting with Assistant Superintendent of 
Human Resources Terry Stanfill.   According to the 
discrimination complaint, Stanfill told Stein he was being 

fired for publicly posting "offensive" photos, not be-
cause of his sexual orientation.  "When someone tells 
you 'Oh, by the way, we're not doing it because you're 
gay,' there's some question," Kane said. "It appears to 

be at this stage sexual-orientation-based discrimina-
tion."   The district superintendent denied any discrimi-
nation occurred.   "I can say, and so can any other 

superintendent, that there are laws that protect - that 
ensure - that we do not discriminate against any individ-
ual," Superintendent Mike Hendricks said.  Because of 

privacy laws, Hendricks said he was unable to discuss 
the specific reason why Stein was fired, but he did say it 
had nothing to do with his sexuality.  "We do not dis-

criminate against anyone," he said.  Stein is a Charter 
Oak alumnus whose daughter is a freshman at the 

school and is on the water-polo and swim teams. He 

said his firing brought an end to what had been a great 
summer of coaching.  "It was perfect. My team was 
undefeated, I applied and received a Kohls (department 
store) grant for the swim team (and water polo team). I 

put together a fundraiser where we painted the pool 
deck," Stein said.  After Stein was fired, word spread 
quickly across Facebook and other social networking 

sites. A Facebook account titled "Wipe out Homopho-
bia on Facebook" listed district phone numbers and 
urged people to call them and demand Stein be rein-

stated.   On Sept. 7, Kane sent the district a letter 
demanding Stein be reinstated, but the district has been 
unwilling to budge.   "We've made a decision," 

Hendricks said. "I'm not aware of any movement or 
decision to reverse that."  Kim Cory, one of the water-
polo parents who wrote a letter of support for Stein, 

said she can't imagine why the district wouldn't bring 
him back.  "I think he's a fabulous coach," she said. 

"From what I saw, he was very involved in their teach-

ing."  Cory said she's seen the photos in question. 
While she described them as "dumb," she said they 
weren't offensive and certainly not grounds for termina-

tion in her mind.  "I don't think it was appropriate ac-
tion," she said. "I think the person that had a problem 
should approach the head coach and talk about it."  
Greg Ortega, another parent who wrote a letter of 

support for Stein, stopped short of saying Stein was 
fired for being gay. However, he said he believes 
"politics" were involved in the decision.  "Does the 

punishment fit the crime? Probably not," Ortega said.  
Ortega said he hasn't seen the photos, but he won-
dered why Stein left them where they could be found.  

"Mitch shouldn't have had them up is what it amounts 
to," he said. "(But) poor taste in my opinion is not a 
reason to get fired. It's more of a reason for discipline."  
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Study finds that out workers are better  
employees  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
New research supports the notion that people who 

donõt hide their sexual orientation are not only more 
pleasant to be around, but also perform more effec-
tively in the workplace by improving teamwork. 

University of California-Los Angelesõ Anderson School 
of Management released a study conducted among 
undergraduates to coincide with the end of Donõt Ask, 

Donõt Tell on Sept. 20. But the research has ramifica-
tions well beyond gays and lesbians serving openly in 
the military.  Activists say the research will serve as 

ammunition in aiding passage of the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act, which has languished in Congress 
since its initial introduction in 1994. The study helps put 

to rest a major argument against repeal of Donõt Ask, 

Donõt Tell -- that it would harm unit cohesion in the 

military.  Thatõs because policies that introduce uncer-
tainty into social interactions, such as the ban on gay 
service members serving openly, may negatively affect 

rather than protect team performance. Those in the 
military could perform better if they donõt need to 
wonder about their teammatesõ sexual orientation, 
according to the UCLA researchers.  During the six-

month study, the first of its kind, a research team 
tested a group of 50 undergraduate men. Each was 
paired with a gay man who either disclosed or con-

cealed his orientation.  Separate studies measured 
cognitive and sensory-motor skills in performing math 
problems and in playing a Nintendo Wii shooting game.  

Results: 1/3 Better With Openly Gay Co-Worker  
The results showed that the participants paired with 
openly gay partners performed on average 32 percent 

better in solving math problems and 20 percent better 
on the Nintendo game compared to participants paired 
with closeted gay partners.  Previous research showed 

that ambiguity in interactions may hurt performance, 

since people need to be able to predict behaviors and 
attitudes with team partners to facilitate social interac-
tion, according to UCLA. The researchers reported 

that disclosure of sexual orientation by a gay partner 
reduces ambiguity and makes the interaction less psy-
chologically demanding.  Release of the research coin-

cided with the report of an anonymous online survey 
conducted by OutServe, the association of LGBT mili-
tary members. Most (67 percent) of the more than 500 

active-duty respondents anticipated no problems with 
the end of the ban on serving openly.  "Lots of people 
at work know a friend of mine is gay and there have 

been no negative reactions toward him," one reported. 
"As for another friend in a combat unit, the whole unit 
knew he was gay and no one cared."  The UCLA study 

broke new ground, according to those who conducted 

it: Margaret Shih, associate professor of human re-

sources and organizational behavior, and doctoral can-
didates Benjamin Everly and Geoffrey Ho.  While add-
ing to research on personal interaction was the aca-

demic reason for the study, "the more practical motiva-
tion had to do with the Donõt Ask, Donõt Tell policy," 
Everly said in an interview.   "There actually hasnõt been 
any experimental work to show performance is affected 

when someone with whom you are working discloses 
their sexual orientation," he added.  "The results of our 
studies are relevant for any organization in which indi-

viduals may not feel comfortable disclosing their sexual 
orientation because our results suggest that it is better 
if members disclose their sexual orientation," according 

to Everly. "The performance of their colleagues also 
might improve." 

Diane Nyad unable to complete swim for 3nd 
time  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Endurance swimmer Diane Nyad, 62, was forced to 

abandon her third attempt and second attempt in just 

two months to swim from Cuba to Florida after 40 
hours in the water and 77 miles when medics warned 
her that another sting from a Portuguese man-of-war 
like the two sheõd already suffered, could prove fatal, 

according to the Los Angeles Times.  "I trained this hard 
for this big dream I had for so many years, and to think 
these stupid little Portuguese man of war take it down," 

said Nyad. "It's a huge disappointment." Nyad, an out 
lesbian, was swimming with a cap that had eye and 
mouth holes in it after being stung by the man-of-war 

but in the end she called it quits rather than risk an-
other sting.  "You go into convulsions, your spine feels 
paralyzed. I've had kidney stones. Nothing compares to 

the pain," Nyad said of the sting. "It just took the life 
force out of me." Nyad supporters insist that the dis-
tance was not the problem, but rather the impossibility 

to avoid contact with dangerous sea life.  Last August 

Nyad attempted the same marathon swim from Cuba 

to Florida but was forced to stop due to asthma, shoul-

der pain and heavy seas. 
 
The National Hockey League says it won't be disciplin-

ing Wayne Simmonds for allegedly using a gay slur 
during a war of words with another player on the ice. 
But the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation 
isn't buying the NHL's reasoning. 

 
NHL won't act on gay slur; GLAAD not buying 
reasoning  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
The NHL claims "there are conflicting accounts of what 
transpired on the ice" and that it can't be sure the 

Philadelphia Flyers' Simmonds called New York Ranger 
Sean Avery a "fucking faggot." The insult was caught on 
video, but there was no sound.  Still, GLAAD thinks it's 

obvious what was said.  "It is abundantly clear from 
video footage that an instance of antigay bias occurred,ó 
said Mike Thompson, acting president of GLAAD, in a 

statement today. òLeague officials should revisit this 
matter and take action immediately."  Thompson noted 

that Major League Baseball and NBA players had been 
disciplined for using gay slurs. In the most high-profile 

case, Los Angeles Lakers star Kobe Bryant was fined 

$100,000 after hurling a gay slur at a referee.  "The 
NHL is severely out of touch at a time when leagues 
including the MLB and the NBA are taking stands 

against antigay bullying and steps to ensure their sports 
are welcoming to all players, coaches and fans," Thomp-
son said.  In an interview after the preseason game 
during which it happened, Avery said he heard Sim-

monds use the slur. But Simmonds said he couldn't 
remember everything he yelled. Later he revised that 
reaction to say he explicitly did not use the gay slur. 

The NHL insists that "certain lines cannot be crossed" 
and if it had evidence of the slur being used, then disci-
plinary action would follow.  "To the extent we become 

aware of additional information conclusively establishing 
that an inappropriate slur was invoked, we are reserv-
ing the option to revisit the matter,ó NHL officials said, 

inviting other evidence to be presented.  
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Role of closeted man on The Playboy Club moves 
actor to come out of his closet  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Actor Sean Maher, who plays a closeted gay man named 
Sean on The Playboy Club, says he's gay in real life and 
living in the closet made him òmiserable,ó according 

to  Entertainment Weekly.  Maher, who is a father to 
two children with his partner of nine years, has never 
publicly discussed his sexual orientation. He admits that 

he was nervous to do the interview, but later adds, 
òThis is my coming out ball. Iõve been dying to do this.ó  
Maher, probably best known for the cult series Firefly, 

recalls that when he began his career on the Fox drama 
Ryan Caulfield: Year One, he was advised by his publicists, 
who were unaware he's gay, to keep his girlfriend out 

of the spotlight to not compromise his appeal to a 
female demographic. Maher says he decided against 
being honest with his publicist because earlier his man-

ager, who also didn't know of Maher's sexual orienta-
tion, had told him to get a girlfriend so people wouldn't 
presume he's gay.   Maher, then 22, was also concerned 

that coming out would prevent his landing other roles.  

òI didnõt know anything,ó he says. òSo that sort of 
started the idea of, okay, well, Iõm working a lot, I guess 
Iõll just keep that gay part of my life on the back burner 

for now. I went so far as to sleep with women a couple 
times. It was a very confusing time for me.ó Maher 
found being a closeted actor to be a tormented exis-

tence. òIt was so exhausting, and I was so miserable,ó 
Maher says. òI didnõt really have any life other than 
work and this facade I was putting on. So I kept my 

friends from college [where he was out] separate from 
my work friends, and that was very confusing. I just 
kept going on and on painting this picture of somebody 
I wasnõt. I didnõt have time for a personal relationship 

anyway. And you just donõt realize that itõs eating away 
at your soul.ó  Maher reveals that while working for out 
producers Craig Zadan and Neil Meron, who would 

become mentors to the young actor, on two projects 
set him on the path to coming out publicly. ò[Craig] 
says he knew the instant he met me, although he told 

me this months later,ó Maher says. òCraig was a really 
wonderful mentor to me because he knew, but he 
never asked me and never forced me to say anything. 

He just did his best to indirectly guide me.ó  Maher's 
character in the early '60s-set The Playboy Club, which 
premiered last Monday, is involved in founding the 

Chicago chapter of the Mattachine Society, one of the 
country's first gay rights groups. It's a story that Maher 
says needed to be told. òThatõs part of the reason I 
wanted to do it so badly,ó Maher says.  òCreatively, I 

feel so much more open and free, and I am so happy on 
The Playboy Club,ó Maher says. òI think itõs because Iõve 
never been so open on set. All of the relationships that 

I have off-camera, I never would have allowed five years 
ago. It feels so liberating.ó 

 

Melissa Etheridge gets star on walk of fame  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

For lesbians of a certain age Melissa Etheridge ushered 

in the era of navel-gazing rock with her relatable hits 
like òBring Me Some Wateró and òSimilar Featuresó and 
then spoke to a new generation of burgeoning dykes 

with her make no mistake sheõs gay anthem òYes I Am,ó 
but while the queer girls had always loved her, she also 
hasn't gone unnoticed in the mainstream rock world 

either. Now, Etheridge has received her star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame, which appropriately sits in 
smack in front of the Hard Rock Café on Hollywood 

Blvd. At a ceremony on Tuesday, Sept 27, the rocker 
was greeted by hundreds of adoring fans for her starõs 
unveiling, according to Reuters.  "Let my life be an inspi-

ration to anyone, gay, straight, breast cancer, woman, 
mother, any human being who receives the inspiration 
from my story," said Etheridge. The unveiling coincided 

with the launch of Etheridgeõs òPinktoberó campaign to 
support breast cancer research. Etheridge, 50, has 
released 10 studio albums and is a Grammy winner and 

an Oscar winner for her song òI Need to Wake Upó 

from An Inconvenient Truth.  In her speech, Etheridge 
gave a shout out to her mom, kids, her girlfriend and 
Nurse Jackie creator Linda Wallem w the cast and crew 

of Nurse Jackie. 
 
Top Chef winner gets sprinkled for charity  

calendar  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
As if Yigit Pura, winner of the first season of Bravo's 

"Top Chef: Just Desserts", wasn't delicious enough 
already, now he's shirtless and covered in sprinkles for 
a new charity calendar. The 30-year-old pastry chef, 

who began his culinary training at the age of four in 
Ankara, Turkey, is featured as Mr. December in the 

Meals On Wheels of San Francisco "Chefs of the Bay 

Area" 2012 calendar. 11 other local chefs were also 

shot and 100 percent of the proceeds from sales will 
directly benefit the organization and its efforts to serve 

homebound seniors. "We are deeply honored to have 

the support of these 12 world-class chefs," said Ashley 
McCumber, Executive Director at Meals On Wheels of 
San Francisco, in a press release." 
 

Foo Fighters catch òGod Hates Fagsó group off 
guard with impromptu concert  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
The Foo Fighters warmed up for a concert in Kansas 

City, Missouri last Friday by performing on a rolling rig 
before a group of Westboro Baptist Church picketers, 
who at first seemed unaware of the band was making 

fun of them, reports Huffington Post.  Members of the 
hate-spewing Westboro congregation were picketing 
before a concert of the band, led by Dave Grohl, which 

recently released a very NSFW homoerotic video for 
their faux-country song "Keep It Clean (Hot Buns)."  
The band, long noted for its playful sensibility, dressed 

in the redneck truckers costumes from their video, 
rolled on to the street across from the protesters and 
began to perform the song on the back of a rig adorned 

with U.S. flags. The Fred Phelps followers seem to think 
a group of unanticipated allies have arrived until they 
hear lyrics such as "I'm in the mood for hot man-

muffin." Their confusion ended when during a break in 

the song, Grohl announced, "God Bless America! It 
takes all kinds. I don't care if you're black or white or 
purple or green, whether you're Pennsylvanian or Tran-

sylvanian, Lady Gaga or Lady Antebellum. Men loving 
women and women loving men and men loving men 
and women loving women ñ you all know we like to 

watch that. But what I'd like to say is, God Bless Amer-
ica, y'all!" 
 

Seth Rogan plays up his bear following on Conan  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Seth Rogan acknowledges his status as a bear icon to 

gay men and shares an artist's nude drawings of him 
while being interviewed by Conan O'Brien. Rogen 
stopped by Conan to promote his new film 50/50, but 
took an opportunity to tout Seth, artist Christopher 

Schulz's book of nude beefcake illustrations he inspired. 
"I'm a muse in the creative community of the bear 
loving world," he says. Rogen is a good sport about the 

homage and reveals his titles for some of the images, 
including òLazy Sunday,ó òCome and Get Me,ó and 

òPeek-A-Boo." 

Page 22 Rainbow Blades, the Gay Grassroots newsletter  

www.GGnwfl.com            friend us on facebook at: GayGrassrootsNWFL   /   EqualityHouseLGBT   /   PensacolaPRIDE      

http://insidetv.ew.com/2011/09/26/firefly-playboy-club-actor-sean-maher-comes-out-ga/
http://in.reuters.com/article/2011/09/28/idINIndia-59585720110928
http://www.bravotv.com/top-chef-just-desserts
http://www.bravotv.com/top-chef-just-desserts
http://www.bravotv.com/top-chef-just-desserts/bio/yigit-pura
http://www.mowsf.org
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/09/18/foo-fighters-westboro-baptist-church_n_968395.html
http://www.advocate.com/Arts_and_Entertainment/Media/A_Beefier_Cake/
http://www.advocate.com/Arts_and_Entertainment/Media/A_Beefier_Cake/


Archieõs 1st gay student becomes so popular he 

will get his own comic books  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Kevin Keller, the first openly gay resident of Archie 
comicsõ fictional Riverdale, will have his own monthly 
comic book starting in February, 2012. Kevin was intro-

duced as a new student at Riverdale High in Veronica 
#202, and his instant popularity with fans led to that 
sold-out comic becoming the first in the publisherõs 

history to go into a second printing.  He is currently 
featured in a four-issue spin-off this summer. The se-
ries, told in flashbacks, shows Kevinõs struggles and 

triumphs through middle and high school. òHeõs proven 

to be incredibly popular,ó said Jon Goldwater, co-chief 
executive of Archie Comics.  òWeõre just so proud of 
the success of Kevin and the fact that he adds a new 

dynamic to Riverdale.ó  In early 2012 that story line will 
feature Kevinõs marriage.   òWe needed to figure out 
how to get Kevin into that book and, frankly, not side-

step the issue,ó Mr. Goldwater said. òIt deals with the 
fact that heõs a gay man and has gay relationships.ó Mr. 
Goldwater said the overall reception to Kevin has been 

positive.  òOut of all the people who subscribe to the 
Archie books, we only had seven total cancellations,ó 
he said.  Kevinõs debut in the Veronica issue earned a 
GLAAD Media Award nomination for Outstanding 

Comic Book this year. 
 
Journalists team up to bring more diversity into 

newsrooms  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The organization that represents people of color work-
ing in the media is teaming up with the National Lesbian 
and Gay Journalists Association so the two groups can 

work together to foster more diversity in America's 

newsrooms. UNITY, representing Asian-American, 

Native American, and Latino journalists, pushes for 
more faces of color at newspapers, magazines, and 
broadcast news channels, as well as fair and accurate 

portrayals in the media. NLGJA pushes for more and 
better opportunities for LGBT journalists. UNITY and 
NLGJA agreement will help both organizations achieve 
their missions, and NLGJA members will be welcomed 

to UNITY's conference next year in Las Vegas. 
 
White House backs Social Security  

Administrations pro -transgender policy  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
In a move to help stop workplace discrimination against 

transgender people, the Social Security Administration 
has stopped issuing "gender no-match" letters to em-
ployers, which alert them when the gender marker on 

an employee's W-2 does not match his or her Social 
Security records.  White House spokesman Shin Inouye 
told  Metro Weekly  that the "White House welcomes 

this move by the Social Security Administration." 
In 2010 alone, 711,488 letters were sent to employers, 
according to the National Center for Transgender 

Equality, which filed for a Freedom of Information Act 
request to obtain the numbers on gender no-match 
notifications.  Mara Keisling, NCTE's executive director, 

hailed the announcement, because alerting transphobic 

employers of their workers' transgender status may put 
their jobs in jeopardy. This is especially crucial since 
there is no federal law banning discrimination against 

LGBT workers, and very few states have antidiscrimina-
tion laws covering LGBT workers.  "Ending this prac-
tice, which has endangered transgender people and our 

jobs, has been a priority for NCTE and we are pleased 
that the SSA has updated its policy," Keisling said in a 
statement obtained by Metro Weekly.   Keisling said 

another protection needed for transgender people 
would be for the Social Security Administration to drop 
its requirement for proof that a person has had gender-
reassignment surgery before it will change the gender 

markers on his or her files, according to the Washington 
Blade. There has been little indication, however, that 
such a policy change will happen in the near future. 
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